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troops in Persian Gulf. 
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Government to withdraw troops when Persian Govorn- 
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To Sir P. Loraine British: troops! in Persian Gulf, 
‘announcement {9 Persian Goverasnent 
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‘Dorthiérn concession, . Relations of Sinclair Company, 
rand Nostot-ed-Dovlok i 





‘troops in Pervion Gulf, Rafors to No, 168, Oifers 
beeevations on text of proposed communication ‘and 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Persia. 


Parr XIII. 


[E 6424/6/34) No. 1. 


The Barl of Balfour to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(Ne 108. 
[eleyraphic.) Foreign Ofice, July 1, 1922, 
YOUR telogeam No, 259 of 27th June, 
Tt is possible that Bolsheviks contemplate flank attack on Kushk through’ Persian 
territory. 
Tabpprove your action in warning Primo Minister and am arranging for question in 
Parliament, : 





[EB 6577/6 /84) No. 2. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Karl of Balfour.—(Received July 3.) 

‘No, 265.) 
‘Telegraphic. ) Tehran, July\2, 1922. 

PRIME MINISTER seems well disposed and at all events:is doing: some work, 
He has issued fairly, strong; proclamation inflicting penalties for press offences amony 
which ourrilous attacks upon foreign Governments, representatives, &,, are included, 
Ho has already suppressed several papers under new powers including principal 
Bolateyile tuba line ‘organs’ [am impressing upon him strongly neosssity of settling 
our debts both in order to retrieve his own reputation in London and as first step)to 
restoration of shattered Persian credit, 





[I 6580/285/34] No. 3. 
Sur P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Rocotved July 3) 


(No. 255, Secret.) 
My Lord, “Teliran, May 8, 1922. 
THAYVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, copy. of Intelligence 
Summory No. 17 for the week ending the 29th April, compiled by the military attaché 
at this Legation. 
Thave, de, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Bneldsure in No, 3, 


Intelligence Summary, No. Uf, for week ending April 20th, 1922. 
Gilan, 

1, NOTHING of importance has ocourred in the province during the past week. 

2) M. Oprosof, the Russian consul-general at, Resht, continues fo send complaints 
to his Legation against the Persian Governor of Gilan, hoping to bring about, his 
xemoval. : 

1421 [9627] & 
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Persian situation, but J beg leave to offér soine observations on certain 

situation which will aris6) on’ the advent of the American advisers on the difficulties 
‘vith which they will in all probability be confrontedisnd ou the effeet thereof whioh T 
foresee on British interesta andthe British position inthis country. 

‘No one, I think, witha knowledge of Persia would contradict me in saying that 
le Persian of desire that bis country’s 
fear recognition of the essentiul. necessity” of 

Teservation against the interference of 
is. He is perfectly willing 

of reforms, but, he is 

loubt ever enter 


ti 


jc and private existence. 
ersian Government, which 


fe one, 
sia with an 
the fact of 
ta integrity 
prestige and 
his will enable 


i 


regeneration 
oat for the predestined failure of this fresh 
loyed to saddle. her with the blame ure almost 


5) 


ler inddpendence ; therefore the frst great work is ¥ deliver Reria rom she *aglish 
dlouches”—a picturesque expression which’ oceurs almost daily. in the: translated 
‘suiuinaties of theTehiranprest—for antil that is done no'real reforms are possible, and 
Tneantime Persia must be given the money she needs and of which she has been 0 
brutally starved; for-thut to0 is an indispensable eondition of referm. Every fort of 
insidious suggestion will/be made to ta onthe Americans to attack ‘British intoresta 
and uridermine British influence, and it'will be convincingly argued thatiwhen once 
tliese ure destroyed Persia will flourish like the bay-tres under the bonign, sun of 
‘American help and guidance, If-we support the Americans, they will’be told thav the 
designing Englieh ore merely luring them on to their destruction, and that association 
‘with us will irrevocably compromise them in, Persium eyes’; if we can be thruab into ® 

position of antagonism tothe Americans, then the Persians have won half the battle, 
Much, of course, will depend on the’ pereonality of the Americans. chosen, but: 
whoever they may be the situation will want very careful handling. Obviously thé 
only attitude for us to take up is ono of the fraukest and most helpful. cordiality 
towards the now advisers and the closost co-operation with the United Statee Legation, 
Trely greatly on the qualities which T have found of Mr, Kornfeld, the new ‘United 
Scates Minister, to ensuro the possibility aud success of such co-operation. Though he 
has only been bere but a few woeks, he hine’ formed w very tecurate estimate of the 
situation and of the Persian character. He suid the other day that if a set of arch 
angels were appointed to advise the xersian’Government thoy would be stripped of ‘the 
last shred of their prestige, their popularity. and’ their ‘ujofulnéss! if they stayed in 
Persia too long he is determined that, nove of his compatriots aball bo inyolved in & 
fasoo, and i€ % becomes clear that their efforts ave being, frustrated, he is resolved to 
cnt them back tothe United States of America. Moreover, Mr. Kornfeld is « Grm 
believer in the high’part which Anglo-Saxondom is called on to play in the management 
and improvement of tho) world’s athirs he is. im by the Kindved nature of 
British ‘and Atnerican conceptions) and ideals, and of their will to good) and ho is 
persuaded that nothing, and’ least of all in Persia, must’ be allowed. to disturb, theit 
parmonious relations or impair their common efforts to wsoure peace and order. In these 
happy cirounstanoes, 7 Took forward without. misgiving to the diffioultjes which He 
abit and with: eoudenon that a frank ‘and outepolken loyalty will enable. thom to, be 

conquered: 
ai have forwarded! copies of thin despateh to the Goverhmont of Indie and to His 
esty's High Commissioner ut’ Bagdad. 
Thave, & 
PERCY, LORAINE, 





[E 6587/128/94) No. 5, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquees Curson of Keileston.—(Hecatved July 3.) 


‘Pehirany May 10, 1992, 

honour to inform you that on the 13th April I reesived a telegram 

ajesty’s consul at Ahwaz aoquainting aso with the purport of moshing 

between the cir khane at Malannr and Dr. Young, the representative of the 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company, towards the end of March, ‘The chang had on, that 
occasion made up their minds to withdraw protection and labour from the oilfields and 
to sover thelr connestion with che company altogether on’ the following, grounds : 
Firstly, because they considered the benefit derived inadequate os compared with 
the responsibility entalled; secondly, because inoome tax was deducted from. their 
dividends, and they look upon this ws a violation of their right to.a full 8 por conta, 
jn accordance with the 1905 agresment; thirdly, their failure to obtain, delivery of 
their scrip. At the same time, the attitude of the Iehans was not hostile, but they 
maintained thut the benefita they derived from their shares, their subsidy, do, were 
Inadequate to meet their inoreasing needs, and they thought it, better to:sover thelr 
connection with the company: rather than continue to incur the odiuun\of the Persian, 
Governmont and of the junior. khans, who, it will be known, are constantly: pressing, 


‘Phe demands of n : 
Relief from income tax in the future; a grant of 40,000L, to include the inoome-tex 


deducted in previous years, and a loan of 2h per share'at 4 per cont., the company to 
retain custody of all their serip. 








‘and helpful northern 
dimmed,_ not- 


Bolshi 

‘your Lordship’s notic 

revolutionary intri 

against the Britisl 

Thave been specially on the look-out for 

gents have violated the undertalkin 

thomaelves in the preamblo of the 

ceasions on which I have spoken witb 

oven amiable; but other information convinces 

Groat, Britain dominate his mind to a quite unreasoning extent. f 

despatch No. 187 of the, 15th March Lhad the: honour of drawing your Lordship’s 

deep ovion to AL, Rothatein’s efforts to provent the grant of the northern oll.conesssion 

0 an Anglo-American group. 
eee on my orrivat, was tho latest craze, Ttwas thought among the eredutous 

and velatle people of this eountry, who seem ineapable of realising facts unless, these 

yo agord with  theic owi opinions or desires, that salvation was) coming from 

eee that America, in o.spinit of disinterested: altruism, was going to, develop 

Pasian eosourees to the immediate and enduring profit, of Persia and the Rersians 

Her Amerrean advisers would conve and reorganige, the, country and make mincemeat 

Gt the grasping ambitions of the British and other mpacious foreigners; that a syne 

ae eaiceat Ammorican gold would soon be goursing throagh the arthritie body of Persian 

Flretoes, both public end private, With the oid of America it was represented, Persia 

would swiftly te former greatness and would east off the shackles of her fore) 

Wad eapecally hor British, oppressors. Such was the alluring prospeot eld outs ae 

aie vaeernpaaied by praise of tho United states for endeavouring te secure a hearing 

Pate Pecotan delegation at tho Paris Peace, Conforenes and by dissertations on. the 

ror Wealth and onergy of that country. Tt. did not oeaur to those windy enthusinsta 

Tene Aeaiviea might not view industrial enterprigo in Persia in such rosy hues as they 

Ca rien vinirtged, One particulasly quaint idea was put about, to the effect that 

Hemet ar would undoubtedly be waged between Great Britain and the Onited 

Aiedus ae Doing. the only two world Powers loft and that as the latter would make 
ee i AtliGl of the former it behoved Persia to throw in her Tot early with the 


lo. 
“jwelt elapwhero, in my despatch No. 181 of the 2nd March in regard to the 
situatiqn in Fars, on the feelings entertained towards Great Britain and on the effect 


se econ. the minds of our friends and our eneinies ip this country 
Bat there. were other factors at work, As your Lordship very well 
Pee porsianin always looking for  soapogoat for his own failures and short: 
Comings, aud a forvignor ia invariably the ono which he finds nearest to bis ‘hand. ‘The 
Young Persians” if Limay so term thom, hated the astociation between England and 
Tawia whieh ensued from the agroement of 1907 5 they wore unfeignedly thankful 
Sa ie abruptly terminated by the collapse of, Russia through the Bolshevik 
the complete demolition of their hereditary eneiy, 

ve an unwonted 

resented by the Anglo- 

the sucseases of the 

‘and, later 


of regent 
respectively, 


To the Persion mit 
had therefore to be made for that 
Hence the nascent opposition 
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io the: agreement, and the ease with which it was fanned by certain foreign repre 
sentatives, Even 60, itis my belief that the opposition ftom the Persians themesl os 
wwas directed les against tho English than against. the Persian authors of the agrosment, 
The triumvirate had monopolised altogether too long the sweets and benefits of office ; 
money was flowing in plenty from England, and it, seemed a monstrous shame that no 
one else should have a share; politically the outs,” after, for Persia, a distresingly 
Tong sojourn in the wilderness, eaw an. unhoped-for chance of becoming the “ine,” and 
they worked for that result with might and main sa usual, howover, they put it all/on 
‘the back of the foreigner, the British in this ease—a course which was more convenient, 
ore prudent in the event of the manguvre failing, and could be adduced as shining 
evidence of the purest patriotism. r 
Tn kind, if not in extent, the failure of' the Anglo-Persian Agreement bears a 
striking resemblance to the failure of President Wilson to eanty the Treaty, of 
YVeralles through the American Souat, ‘and the filure of the Veniselist policy i 
Groeee, In each ease the authors of # definite policy. were overthrown in the attempt 
to carry out that poliey by the opposition of their internal political rivals, who had 
hoon left out of account, As regards the essence of the Anglo-Persian Agreement, | 
have only heard one eriticism meriting attention, which is, that in ite five clauses 
definite advantages were secured to Persia, thot in none of them was any advantage 
sought of claimed for the other contracting party, and that this inexplicable departure 
from the Oriental conception of a bargain immediately nroused deep mistrust. ‘There 
serious criticisin of the agreement as such, und tho roots, of 
be found not in its text, but. in the airumatances which 
tempts at its initiation.  T.would go 
‘ton Persians would gdmit, in. private 
font thing for Persia, but: not one would 
Moreover, the Persian attitude in this 
t towards all things British at, the 
ie Persians phemsclves car cure, but 
6¢ intimidation on the Persians by an active and mischiavous minority, and 
ti campaign of rmisrepresontation and calumny aginst Great Britain, Has gone 90 long, 
‘unchecked by the rulers of Persia, whilo it is: still, steadily faoned: by Russian agents 
‘and Russian subsidised newspapers, that it requires moré courage thin lies in any 
Persian stomach to stand up against the storm, 
out anpopilarity, was: the Seyyid Zi-e-Di, coup 
osu to bare te afforded by: this Legation to 
nown as. the Persian opi 


my despatch eal factors 
which play ¢o important, part ft seems ns 
Though nothing will avail to eradieate the conviction, that Britinh poliey wax not only 
avy 0, but actual provoked, the coup dBtat indeed, even the recent proclamation 
FP the Minister for War claiming the sole responsibility for the event. has beon received 
‘vith an incredulous emile, ‘There is a farther conviction, equally deep-rooted, thay on 
that, occasion wo threw over our friends and helpers among, the Persians in fit of 
price, and merely because we thought. they had served their tura) and! oro useless 
for our further purposes, ‘This beliof has seriously shaken. the former Persian estimate 
Of the British charactor) tll then renuwned for its constancy: ‘This was the rvagon for 
the outburst of sympathy for Nosrat-cd-Dowleh shen, released from his captivity, and 
the universal detestation in which that prinoe is held ¢o-day by hia fellow-oountrymen is 
not die, as is genorally supposed, to the belief that, ie tried to sell his eountry to the 
foreigner, but to the conviction that he is till a British agent, and that his attempt v9 
panty" himself, to. resume the xéle of-a true, Perwian’ and. Moslem, and to bo the 
Iudakboue of opposition 0 the British, is a delusion ad fund’ practised in collusion 
‘ith this Legation ponding. his restoration to power as the instnment of an aggressive 
itish policy. 

"The facy of tho mattor is that neither the stafdard of reason non that of interest 
can be applied in judging of preseut-day Pera. Hor example, the Porsians are 
Billy vol aware hee ince my arrival in Tehran Lhave imoab carefully refrained 

maby semblance of interference in domestic politics; in view of tein repeated 
‘complainta of such interfurenco,in tho past, some gratitude or appreciation of this 
9627) U 0 
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attitude might not unreasonably be expected on their part. So far is this from being 
the case that I was accused of treating them as children, of unwisely leaving them to 
play, by themselves and being pained and surprised when they Kicked over, the 
furniture, of taking no real interest in the country, of abandoning the traditional 
British policy, and, in the sume breath, of hiding under a mask of patience and tolerance 
a sinister design, carefully plotted beforehand with your Lordship’s Department, for 
reducing Persia toa state of complete dependence on Great Britain, which Lam only 
biding my. time to spring on a bewildered Persian Government ruthlessly startled out 
of its placid dreams of internal reorganisation. Iam glad, however, to say that during 
the last six weeks there has been a marked improvement in the persoual attitude 
adopted towards myself among the Persians, official and otherwise, with whom I have 
ome in contact, and a perceptible diminution in the hostile press articles, both in 
quantity. and substance, 2 

‘The Persian characteristics thus revealed will not be now to your Lordship, ‘They 
have been intensified by the events and causes'to which Ihave already made allusion, 
but there are several other factors at work which it would be well to mention, 


__, The cry for education and tht efforts of the Government, however feeble, to satisfy 
‘it has seriousl; 


Ps 


: f 4 ia by the spread of rovolitionary ideas, 
forination of revolutionary committees and the inculeation of class hatred. An 
propaganda pays best, for it has an easy market and a well-disposed audience ; while if 
the British can be overthrown in Asia, the rest. of the programme follows easily enough. 

But besides the Russian activities we bave to contend with the intrigues of 
Kemalists, Afghans, pan-Islamists and pan-Turanians, all’ ditected against Great 
Britain, which is, hold up from sunrise to sonset as the arch-enemy ; and this makes a 
great impression in a country like Persia, which, despite her schismatic faith, is yot a 
member of the republic of Islam, Nevertheless, the dividing line between Shiah and 
Sunni ia still a sharp one, and too much stress nsuat) not be laid on the purely Islamic 
bond, Far more important ure the political changea and movements which Persia goes 
in progress among lier nS gtbats ‘on every frontier, and what she watches most closely 
in these is their effect on British power and influence. 

In the north she sees, or thinks sho sees, Russia gradually working baok into har 
former position in. relation to Persia, and this in spite of strong British antipathy for 
Sovietic Russia and obviously to our annoyan 

In the east she has witnessed Afghanistan's liberation from British tutelage in the 
conduct of her foreign affairs and her acknowledgment by Great Britain as a fully 
independent State, and when an atta ‘envoy is accredited to the Court of Tehran his 


eee is openly anti-British, and he goes arm-in-arm with Bolshevik, Kemalist and 
jerm: 


I 


the south, fkom the vast Indian possessions of the British Crown, the stronghold 

otek) atiols= Br ta peeioon iin Asay where ipetoe bes wan” BCs va aa 

uunquestionsd and supreme, Porsia hears tales of rebellion, revolution and riot, of 

Swaraj, non-co-operation aud Gandhism ; tags of inflammatory literature reach her, and 

axe eagerly rorinted in her gutier pres, crying out sgunat British oppresion” 
throw of 


inciting the Indian “nation ” to rise and its British chains, and promising the 
nillennium when once the British have been thrown into the sea No account is taken 
-of the peace und prosperity which British rule has brought to India, and the carefully: 
‘elaborated scheme of reforms whioh assures to the inhabitants of the Indian Empire an 
vor inereasing sharo in the management of Indian fir, if it attracts any attention 
at all, is merely adduced a evidence that the British are surrendering, sulkily and 
reluctantly, what they are no longer strong enough to hold. 


i 


In the south-west, British efforts to create an autonomous Arab State in Irak. are 
represented asa further British attempt to enslave 4 Moslem population, and Bagdad . 
is regarded as a fresh British outpost in the policy of colonisation which aims at the 
absorption of Persia and the destruction of her independence, 

Tn the west, the delay in settling the Turkish question, the successful resistance of 

ra Government to the enforcement of the Treaty of Sbvres, despite the 
SUP] British Bree of their Christian enemies, is scored up as yet another failure 
of Betsh policy and as evidence of England's unappeasable fotilty & thi, Moslem 
world, 

‘Thus events, or at least the impression they have created, have on. all sides 
contributed to the formation of an anli-British feeling, and this has been enhanced by. 
the rapid growth of @ narrow and morbidly sensitive nationalist feeling; by the 
supposed attetnpt of Great Britain, in forcing on @ subsidised Persian Government the 

jqnature of the “obnoxious” Anylo-Porsian Agreement, to bring Persia under her 
digest domination; by a pemisont and insidious Russian propaganda, far more anti- 
British than pro-Bolshevik in its essence ; and by the curious consciousness which seems: 
to have run through Asia since the Great War that the European nations are no longer 
the superior people they would like to be thought, and are indeed no better than they 
should be, that the Hoople ‘of the East are in the throes of a rebirth, and that only a 
vigorous effort is needed to throw off the thraldom of the West in order that they ma; 
Tegain their ancient position of power and influence in the world, Jn Persia) this 
‘conscionisness is perhaps even more acute than elsewhere, for tha Persian regards. hitmeelt 
‘8 superior in intelligence, ability and eufture to his Asiatic neighbours ; he looks down 
on the Indians as a conquered race, on the Arabs as a set of rascals, on tho Afghans for 
their stupidity and on the Turks for their brutality, he is also mindful that, the race 
from which he is sprung has at different times in ita history held sway over large tracts. 
of the regions now occupied by those four races, and that Persian culture and even the 
Persian language has’ survived to this day in distant, places, far beyond) the present 
confines of the Persian Empire, as a memorial of its former greatness, 

Tt must not be concluded that considerations of this sort influence the mind of the 
average Persian in. his everyday dealings or in the ordinary struggle. for existence 5 
Persia has, alas! fallen too low tom her high estate, both morally and materially, for 
that to be true, for her civic, her political and her commercial life: ato steeped in a 
corruption, a deviousness and a base individualistic selfishness which have warped the) 
whole motal fibre of the nation, and cases in'which a Persian would set the welfare of 
the community above his personal advantage are hardly to be found, ‘The sense of 
commonweatth, as understood in free countries, is wholly Incking. 

‘What is remarkable in the present-day ideas which I havo endeavoured to atalyse 
ig not their strength, but the fact that they exist at all, and their novelty. Social 
nationalism has always existed in Persia : what is significant to-day is the rebirth of a 

litical nationalism. Perhaps in this one respeot, coming. after the eventa of the war, 

shovile propaganda has touched responsive chord in Persia, and scored a. success. 
‘The presentation of the Bolshevik ideg has been confused, but. I think its underlying 
pense’ might be desoribed os follows; Tho solo euperiority of the Western capitalist 
Powers is of a military and mereantile order; the savagery of the late war is conclusive 
proof that their moral civilisal is of a lower rather than higher order than the 
a icient civilisation of the races of Akin, Russia, with her semi+Asiatio instincts, and 
her Western connections, with her great strength and boundless resources, ia the onk 
sure buttress ‘against the gradual absorption of Asia by: Western capitalism, and) te 
lone able to save Asia from final submersion, ‘Therefore the peoples of Asia must 
group themselves round Russie, and the surest way to sucodse is,to adopt the remedies 
Pivot: Russia has evolved in the pangs of her liberating. revolution against capitalism 
‘and Christendom. In Russia itself, so far as can be seen from the information a my 
Gisposal, two main currents of thought are’ struggling. for, supremacy : the ono inter. 
national and atheistic, the other national and Christian. Tt is, of course, the first, of 
‘these two which is brought into prominence in Bolshevik propaganda in Asia, and that 
will no doubt continue to be the case 0 long as the men who represent: such ideas 
remain’ the political and physical masters of the Russian Soviet und Federated 
Republics. 

Thave now concluded my review of thé general atmosphere’ of ‘Tehran as I found 
and understand it.. It has-up till now remained. substantially the same, though certain 
hanges aro in slow oferation, to which I shall refer later on: It is not necessary for 
ie: fo describe the atate of Anglo-Persian relations, the various questions at: issue 
Detween the two Governments, the condition of British interests, or ‘the political 
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tendencies of the Persian Government, nor would it be becoming in me to do so having 
regard to your Lordship’s unsurpassed personal knowledge of. these matters, 

‘Your Lordship is well acquainted with the circumstances of the fall of Kawam-es- 
Saltanch’s Cabinet, but an explanation of its inward causes may throw some useful 
Tight on subsequent events. Kawam-es-Saltaneh, for securing: Medjliss approval of his 
measures of a policy, relied onthe support of @ majority. party controlled by Nosrat-ed- 
Dovwleh, Modares and Serdar Moassam, who were likewise able to dominate the Foreign 
Affairs Commission of the Medjliss. ‘This group was profoundly anti-British, and Yam 
inclined to think that the friendly professions towards Great Britain frequently uttered 
by Kawam-es-Saltaneh were to this extent true, that his dependence on the majority 
group for parliamentary purposes often forced him into a lime of action against his 

sonal inclinations, and perhaps his better judgment. As, however, Kawam-es- 
Saltaneh does not allow the fruits of office to wither unprotitably in his pocket, he 
referred this state of dependence to a more counigeous and honourable course, and the 
fact that: others made a tool of him is thereforo no teal excuse. His fall was ostensibl 
due to differences with Reza Khan, but he was actually turned out by the Nosrated- 
Dowloh Party, who thought they could do better, and experienced no great difficult 
in making the differences between the Prime Minister and the Minister for War boil 
over. 

‘The nomination of Mushir-ed-Dowleh to be President of the Council, actually 
effected by Reza Khan, was a severe blow to Nosratsed-Dowleh and his associates, but 
it was ingoniously pavried by thy appointment of Serdar Moassam to aot as their jackal 
in the Cabinet in the guise of Minister of Justice, ‘The group has been. pursuing, 
precisely the same tactics as regards the present Prime Minister, a fuct of which 1 too! 
the liberty of warning His Highness in a recent personal conversation without, of 
course, méntioning any names, Mushir-ed-Dowleh took my observation in very 
part and expressed the opinion that I had diagnosed ‘the position with absolute 
accuracy. ‘There may not be much to say in favour of Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s Government, 
bub wt least it is an honeat one; even the Persians themselves do not accuse the Prime 
Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, or the Minister of Finance of ever haying 
‘taken a penny, ‘and the cases in Persian history when these three offices have been 80 
impeccably filled in that respeot cannot be very numerous, It is therofore not unfair 
to assume a definite improvement in Persian publio life, and it may bs hoped: that the 
example will gradually expand into @ tradition, ‘The glaring defects of the present 
Government are, however, its irresolution, its secretiveness, its morbid fear of the 


slightest popular ertcam, and ite abject pandering, to poplar lamer; at the same 


time, however, Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s personal reputation and uncontested integrity are 
such that the Medjliss could not refuse ty take his leadif he gave it one, Unluckily he 
isa born coward in this respect ; he dare not express is own opinion and stand by it, 
but must needs ascertain furtively the sense of the Medjliss in regard to any measure 
which he wishes it to adopt, and thus leaves the door wide open to every form of 
intrigue and obstruction. In dealing with Mushir-ed-Dowleh one has s certain feelinj 
‘of security against betrayal or deliberate deceit, and I think that in his heart he woul 
like nothing better than to work in confidence and collaboration with his Majesty's 
Government, but not at the risk of censure by his intemperate compatriots, so that his 
mouse-like methods and characteristics render bim ie as the instrument of any: 
constructive policy. He is a man who is well qualified to follow or to interpret opinions, 
ae eon euslyiacee the capacity for guiding them, and this particularly unfortunate at 
a moment when public opinion is grossly ill-informed, and when the sources of infor 
PGK R Ne ache COMM PENT ry ame a tama Nees Sige rah 
M, Rothstein is alleged to have said the ther day, that for the purpose ca weakening 
British influence it was better for the Bolsheviks to have a fool in any particular 
consulate rather than no one ar all, and I fear he is right. 

Nevertheless, and notwithstanding all these handicaps, I can say that an improve- 
ment in our relations with the Persian Government and in the manifestations of opinion. 
towards ws is distinetly perceptible, ‘The process of improvement. is necessarily slow, 
but I believe that it will mature, unless thrown back by some unforeseen occurrence, 
cand a gradual change will in the long run be infinitely preferable to an abrupt one, 

Tt is my conviction that in this country there is no fundamental animosity against 
Great Britain, and in the earlier portions of this despatch I have endeavor to trace 
the causes of the hostility and suspicion with which we have lately come to be regarded. 
‘Our position in Persia is, however, so inherently: strong, and our'interest in the country 
so demonstrably legitimate, that I am unable to believe that the temporary eclipse 
which we have suffered in prestige and influence can be of a more than transient nature. 


is 


Tt ‘has therefore been my endeavour to wear down this attitude of: suspicion by 
complete frankness in my dealings with Persians by appeals to thein Feasoning 
intelligence, and. by friendly personal relations) with them, Moreover, have, taken 
‘care to let it be known, as well as to show it in my acts, that I abstain rigidly from all 
interference in Persian domestic politics, that I give no countenance to any form of 
pecuniary propaganda by this Legation, whether of an individual or collective charactor, 
and when questioned by individual Persians about the merits of this, that, or the other 
Government, I invariably reply that I should, of course, work most easily and mont 
congenially with a Government itself convinced that. Persia's true, interests lay in a 
policy: of fiendly and cordial understanding with His Majesty's Government. 

These mthods, coupled with complete outspokenness in all my communications 
with Persian Ministers and Government officials, may have produced a calming effect, 
but if, as I believe to be the case, there is a real improvement in the Persian attitude 
towards ourselves, the cause is rather to be found in the fact that the metliods of the 
Russian plenipotentiary have gradually stood out in sharp contrast with my own, In 
my despatch No, 234 of the 2ist April, I had the honour to give your Lordship a brief 
account of the agitations provoked by the Russians in this capital and of the resontinent 
fult thereat by the more respectable classes of the population, snd when nowadays the 
frequent phrase terference of the aliens” occurs in the daily press, it more often 
yofers to the Russians than the British. ‘That 90 insignificant detail should be selected 
sa sign of the political times may appear quite ridiculous, and so in a senso it is, but 
the value of the-comparison suggested isin perfectly truo relation to the siguientes of 
politica thought and moveinent iu this country when, viewed from any but « Persian 
angle of vision. The fact of the matter is that Persians are so totally incapable of 
objective thought that they are nnable to think of British and Russians except in terms 
of a pair of soales: if one side: goes up the other goes down ; and even foreign residents 
in this country of long standing, though quite sane in other respects, frequently got 
jnfeoted with the same point of view. Perhaps, however, to take familiar soriptural 
analogy, there are ten just Persians in Persia, whose existence justifies an attempt to 
effect the salvation of the rest. Wealy 

T need not dwell on the deplorable economic state of the country, with which your, 
Lordship is fully acquainted, It may be well’ to point out, however, that the state of 
aifnirs whereby the northern parts of Persin depend for theit’ trade on the southorn 
trade routes is entirely abnormal and cannot be perpetuated exeept, perhaps, by 
system of railways constructed during the period in which Russian commercial 
competition remains in abeyance; For this reason Persia can never iguore Russia s 
Persia dreads a of ussian power, but her apprehensions are mingled with hopes. 
of profitable trading with a reconstituted Russia, without whieh her naturally richest 
provinces are doomed to stagnation and decay: oer ter ae 

‘Whe vice of the situation in Persia, viewed from whatever standpoint, lies not in 
its material elements, but ix the minds of the Persians themselves, and in this respect 
the nation has not merely got the Government which it deserves, but hns had. aurfeit 
‘of much Governments, A courageous, enlightened and ordinarily energetic Government 
could easily remedy tie material situation if given a reasonable chance, Some Bias 
maintain that the eountry docs possess tho elements of aiich a Government, and that 
the record of the Cabinet of Seyyid Nia-ed-Din, which, according to its still furtive 
admirers, accomplished more real’ work in a few months than other: Governments in aa 
many years, notwithstanding ita tactless mismanagement of political affairs, is sufficient 
evidence of the truth of their assertion. On this’point 1 am not competent. to: express 
any opivion of my own, but I cannot fail to observe that if such men exist they have 
not even attempted as yet to form a party in the country or the Parliament to advocate 
their programme or spread their convictions, 

TF the. almenco ‘of itive organising. expisity be conceded, there remains the 
remudy of foreign advice ; but experience has sliown that if foreign advice threatens to 
become effective, it automatically coalescos against itself’ all the selfish instincts ‘and 
forces of resistance of the Persians; sind the Persian powers of passive ejection are 
quite exceptional. ‘The American advisers, whose mission T have’ digoussed in’ a 
separate despatch, will certainly start their work in far’ more favourable clroumstances 
than wny of their. predecessors, for at the outset they will have the sympathy of the 
publiy the whole-heartad. eupport of His Majesty's Governinent and of this Legation, 
‘and the goodwill of all the other important Legations except, presumably, that, of 
Busia, ‘There will therefore be a real body of encou inion behind their first 
‘endeavours end an assurance of not inconsiderable outside’ assistance if their advico be 
ignored or their activities thwarted. ‘There is therefore fair ground for hoping that 
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the experiment will succeed, and that their advent will be really a turning point in the 
“history of modera Porsia. IF they fail, however, the position is indeed a dismal one te 
contemplate, for Persia will have proved, not only that she is incompetent to govern 
herself, but that. she is unwilling to azcept any ouside assistance, however capable and 
disinterested, in touching her to do eo. 

___Lhave forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at Bagdad and to His Majesty's consul-general at Busbire. 

T have, &o. 
P, LORAINE. 
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Sir P; Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 3.) 
Rs 273, Secret.) 
ty Lor 


b Tehran, May 11, 1922. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, if intelli 
eummnry No, 18 for tho wosk ending Sth May, 1983, compiled by the mal een 


122, iled i 
So eae compiled by the military attaché 
Thave, &, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 7. 


Intelligence Summary, No. 18, for the Week ending May 5, 1922, 
(Bearet.) fs 


Gilan. 


i iy Rae, Hale been Cn i Gilan froin the Russian Legation to report on 

he possibility of reviving a fresh revolutionar; ft in Gilan, sup} 

tae tyof reviving ‘y movement in Gilau, supported by the 
‘The War Minister 1s, however, watching carefully for any signs of furth 

disturbances, and is confident in the ability of the present Govnisr Gauecal of Gilanite 

deal with any such, should they occur: 


Azerbaijan. 
2, Operations against Simko,—No change has'taken place during the past week. 
‘Pranscaucasia. 


3, On the 80th April the Persian Minister for Foreign Attirs telegraphed t 
Mustaz-ed-Dowleh, head of the Persian mission to the onus, that on pane of 
his work at Tiflis he should proceed to Bakti to make a commercial treaty between 
Persia and thé Azerbaijan Soviet Republic, 


Russia, 


4, Taghi Zadeh, head of the Persian commercial mission to Moscow, has been 


recalled: ‘ehran, His place as head of the mission is to be taken by Mirza Mohamed 
Ali Ayazi. 


Tehran, 


5, ‘The Cabinet of Mushir-ed-Dowleh is on the verge of collapse, It has been 
unable to ease the financial situation or to effect any Sencar in the government 
of the country, ‘The relations between Reza Khan (the War Minister), who is still all 
powerful, and the Prime Minister have recently become very strained. 

6. M, Shumyataki, appointed Russian C) d' Affaires vice Rothstein, arrived i 
Tehran on the 28th April and took over his duties on the 2nd May. M. Rothstein 
Teaves for Mosoow on the 10th Muy. 

7. Colonel Rogachof, who handed over the duties of military attaché to Apin, left 
‘Tehran for Moscow with his wife aud family on the 5th May. 

en ie was elected. president of the ‘* Yarcheike” in the Russian Legation on the 
0th April. 


15 


9, Apin, in conversation with Farokhi, a newspaper editor who is in favour 0 
communism, stated thet the Russians will’ now carty out a more energetic policy in 
Peisia and thut toaid the Communist cause it is necessary to organise propaganda which 
does not conflict with the tenets of the Mussulman religion. 

10, Twenty-seven new officials for the Russian Legation and consulates in Persia 
‘are reported to liave left Moscow for ‘Tehran. 

Ti, Tartof, the newly appointed Russian consul-general for Tspahon vice Shubin, 
Jeft Tehran for Ispuban on the 80th April, 

12, The attempt made by the Russian Legation to bring about a strike of workmen 
in Tehran on the Ist May (Labour Dey) was a failure, ‘The only people who. stopped 
work were the printers Political meetings took place at the Shab’s mosque and in one 
br, two other quarters of the town, but meetings’ were badly, attended and no 


enthusiasm was shown, 
M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Pehran, May 6, 122 Military Attaché, 
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(No. 274, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 11, 1922. 

RABBI JOSEPH SAUL KORNFELD took up his residence and his duties as 
United States Minister in this capital about a poet eee 

Thave had the honour to reosive from your Lordship some particulars in regard 
to Mr, Kornfold’s earlier career and activities, on which therefore it is unnecessary to, 
dwell, but Tmay bo permitted to make some observations in regard to his character 
and attainments so fur-as 1 baye been able to judge of them. " 

‘Phe new United States Minister isa man of quite unusual intellectual activity. I 
gather that he is a great reader, and a keon student of general politics, but the eubjects 
which particularly attract, him, and of which he evidently has considerable knowledge, 
are education and sociology. I understand that he is om terms of personal friendship 
with President Harding, and is « staunch believer in and supporter of the Republican 
Party. He told me that the President offered him a number of posts, in, Europe and 
elsewhere to choose from, and that he had welected Persia because he believed that 
there was a genuine and interesting work to be accomplished there, und he was given 
to understand that the United States Government regarded Tehran at the present 
moment as a post of special importance. Mr. Kornfel Id has never been in the Bast 
before, and the information which he possessed in regard to. Porsia on his arrival was 
chiefly derived from sourves of literature, I suspect, howover, that before leaving 
‘America he had heard a good deal of the somewhat anti-British views in regurd to this 
country which have apparently been ‘current in that country since the recall of 
Mfc, Morgan Shuster and the publication of his book, If this supposition be conrest, T 
think that Mr, Kornfeld, who is a discerning and discriminating person, tesérved 
judgment pending the formation “of his own estimate of the situation hero anid ite 
origins. 

: ‘There is no doubt that Mr. Kornfeld’s early experiences of Jift in Tehran and 
Persian politics have beer a severe disillusion. prema with, he had no’ conception 
that the capital of any country, and artery one with such tmditions of greatness 
‘as Persia, could be so retrogade, so ill-kept, and so lacking in the ordinary elements of 
hygienio precautions and municipal enterprise. Th the second placo, he has been guisk 
to reach the stage of exasperation with the Persian charaotor and Persian methods, 
which rarely fails, sooner or Inter, to overtake the new-comer to this country. He 
finds that the vaunted Persian Constitution is'a foolish and inapphioable document his 
view of Islamic law is that he would not allow his own dog to be tried by its he, is 
Aisgsted at the perpetual Persian diatribes against their neighbours ud especially the 
Balish, and he has informed soveral of them rather roughly that unless they have 
something better co talk about they ‘wise to keap away from his Legation jhe 
is shcoked ‘at the egotistical and individualistic point of view of ‘the Persians with whom 
he has come into contact, and at the total absence of any sort of co-operation among, 
them for the welfare of their country. He says) that, alt} hough each one declares the 
‘other to be dishonest, he is not unwilling to believe that. they ate honest as a race, but 
he is certain’ that anyway they are incompetent. 
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Furthermore, Mr. Kornfeld sees that the task of helping Persia to regenerate 
herself and to got on her loge may be oue impossible of achievement, and, huving eat 
aside three years ont of a steady, active and well-rogulated existence in congenial 
surroundings among his own countrymen, the idea of wasting these years in a fruitless 
effort opens up:a dismal prospect which he had not at all anticipated. Naturally he is 
on the look-out for indications showing the kind of situation in which the new American 
advisory will bo plased, and here the result of bis observations has boon equally 
lopressing. 

"These impressions have béen related to me by Mr. Kornfeld himself, and your 
Lordship will see from that fact that he and I have very quickly sprung into personal 
relations of a friendly and cordial intimacy, and when I took leave of him at our last 
interview he told mo what a relief it wus to have someone to wliom he could speak just 
what waa in his own mind, and get it off his mind for the time being. I like the man, 
for he is intaligent,dsstning and trier; alo-both his rematks and bis manner beat 
an unmistakable stamp of frankness. His preseut discouragement. at the goneral 
atuoapers Gnd ‘etats’ of ais Kore hs, However, ed to\ the somewhat. paradoxical 
situation of'a British Minister in Tebran exhorting his United States colleague to keep 
patience and temper with the Persians, 

___ Llook forward to a period of very friendly and close co-operation with the United 
States Legation under its present direction, and at the present juncture nothing I think 
could be more necessary, niore useful or more fortunate, 
Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





[1B 6592/6/34] No. 9. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. —(Recoived July 3.) 


Qo. 264.) 

fy Lord, Tiran, May 15, 1922. 
| HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of ci Hata 
which T havo received froin His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah (No. 5 of the 
16th Mareh) dealing with the question of the Kalhur tribe, 

_In order that your Lordship may understand how the question urose, T will proceed 
to give a short history of the chieftainship of the tribe during the last few years, and 
describe tho position ‘ns it is actually to-day, two months later than the date of the 
eneloged despa, 

woud Khan, the most famous of the Kalhur chiefs, was killed i i 
Princo Salar-ed-Dowleh against the Persian Government forces Sear alates Come a 
and the chieftainship of the tribe descended to Suleiman Khan, Amir Aazam, his 
CEE Nias i 

uring the great war, the Turkish forces, when advancing into Persia from 
mido overtures to Amir Aazamn to join them, but he Nae ath teoe reiten eat sare 
‘Vali of Posht-i-Kuh. the tribe| thereupon came usder the Wéaderebip of Abbas, Khnn 
Amir Muazeam, grandson of Duotid Khan and nephew of Amir Aazam, { 

When tho Ritssians drove out the Turks in August 1917, general pact of peace was 
Thad Cotes tha eo wud ac eranngonGab qs consludhd Wheeuy mite Anse a 
Amir Muwzzam should share the chieftainship of the Kalhiurs. 

‘This arrangement worked well for a time, and the two chiefs remained outwardly 
on good taxing, but inwardly, Aur Muezeam, more curbulent and more invligent, than 

in Aazam, who is both'weak aud cruel, was intriguing to wi iti 
dole set of the tribe for himself, eae seats ee 

1919 it was evident that. the two chiefs were at loggerheads, and, so 
tio tile from Break the jeaco, Vousta-ed-Dovleb, thea Prime Mice dated 
call both chief to Tebran for a time and appoint a chief from outside the tribe. 
spelt was uovordngly done, and the rangement worked smoothly in so far a8 tho 
tribe itself was concered, but the two chiefs in Tehran were sooa chafing at their 
entire one and bard at intrigue to get back to the tribe, 

lowever, it was not until the beginning of 1921, when Sipakdar Aazam wi 
Prime Minister, that it was desided to allow raesie ARcave Us Fotite ne Ger ot the ite 
and to retain Amir Muazzam in Tehran alone, on the agreement that the former should 
make a liberal monetary allowance to the latter, 
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Amir Aazam had, however, not been. reinstated very. long before he began to 
yermicute the adherents in the tbe ef Amir Munzzam on the pretext that. they were 
Intriguing against him; he was also very backward in making the monetary allowance 
promised to his nephew, 

So long, however, as Prince Satem-ed-Dowleh was Governor-General in Kermaushahi, 
‘Amir Aazam was kept, more or less in check, bat, with thearrest of the Prince Governor 
General after Soyyid Ziaed-Din's coup d’Btat, Amir Anram, free from restraint, 
conducted himself exactly as he pleased, and his tyranny forced many of the more 
influential of the tribesmen to find shelter elsewhere. 

‘The Russian Soviet Legation had by this time established itself in Tehran and 
was working hard to win over Amir Muazzam to its side, through Ali Akber Khan 
Sinjubi, Sardar Mugtadir, the disgruntled Sinjabi chief, who quickly weut to the side of 
the Bolshoviks, huving lost neatly everything he possessed when he fought with is 
tribe against the British troops entering Persia in the spring of 1918. ‘The Bolsheviks 
aygaretly promised Aue Musca everything, including the shifteinhip of, the 
tubo, it he would throw in his lot with them, Owing to. the. irregular arrival of the 
money promised hin ‘by his uncle, very nearly destitute and heavily in debt, Amir 
Muazzam, already to a certain extent, under the influence of the Sinjabi, was likely to 
fall an easy prey to insidious Bolshevile propaganda, and. it,was considered wise to 
remove him from ‘Tehran, He cloverly used the Bolshevik adulation to frighten’ the 
Persian Government against keoping him too long in a place where ho was subject 
their influence, and as the Governor-General in Kermanshah had expressed approval of 
his return to Kermanshah, it-was thought to be a less dangerous residence for hin than 
the capital, 

‘At this time the War Minister was organising an army in West Persia, with its 
centre at Kermanshab, and it was decided to send’ back: Amir Muazzam. thither with 
the chief of the army.” They left together towards the end of February last, and orders 
wore given to both Governor-General and the chief of the army to try and bring about 
 recottiliation botween the uncle aud the nephew, the former remaining, as chiot of the: 
tribe and the latter to reside in the town of Kermanshab, 

At the beginning of March, however, it was already dear that Amir Adzam was in 
a great stato of fear at the approach of hia rival, aud when the latter was till only in 
Hamadan, he took the precaution of sending’ his family and personil followers to 
PushticKuh, In consequence of the. perturbed stato of mind of Amir /Aaram, tho 
Persian Government at this junoture tried to stop Amir Muagzam in Hamadan until a 
reconciliation could be efficted and Amir Anzam’s fears dispelled. Amir Muazean had, 
However, loft Hamadan before any orders eould reach him, and all efforts at reconciliation 
failed. Aw Amir Muazeam approached. Kermanshab, Amir Anvan fled. precipitately in 
the wake of his family, and the tribe being deprived of a chief came to Atnir Muszzann 
and offered him the leadership in the place of his uncle, . ‘ 

‘As a last effort to settle the matter the Persian Government decided that Amir 


Muszzasa shoul acopt the ofr wih he duly dit ‘and he appears to bo. succeeding: 


quite well, He has the tribe well in hand, and/s0 far Amie Anzam has mado no attempt 
{to regain his lost position. é 
the formation of tho western army group is progressing smoothly, and the Central 
Government will soon have a force wuilicient to deal successfully with any, Kalhur 
outbreak, and it has decided that, if the present arrangement does not. work well, it, will 
return to the appointment of an outaider as chief of tho tribe. : : 
So far-as Lean ascertain, 10 report hus boon addressed to, your Lordship on this 
subject in recont years, and it is because British authorities had got mixed yp to a 
Considerable exten in this tribal yuestion that I have thought. it necessary to, furnish 
one, ‘The consulate at Kermanshals had been # witness to the various arrangements made 
Tocally, and, as invariably happens in Bersia in such, ciroumstatices, had been gradually 
Worked into the position of their guarantor. All kinds of domestio tribal, difficulties 
were referred to the consul at Kermansbab, and there has thus grown. up voluminous 
file of correspondence both there and in thia Legation on a matter which is in'no sense 
direct British interests Moreover, the payments to Amir Munzzam wero made through 
this Legation, and caused endless bother owing to their irregularity ; thus, Amir Anzam 
was often being dunned by the consulate, whilo this, Legation was. pestered . with 
Goinands for money by Amir Muazeam, Aleo Amir Aazain relied on this Legation to 
Keap his nephew ayay, while Amir Muazzam believed that. our influence alono Kept him 
‘away from the tribe, 60 that the Legation, long, before [ arrived in ‘Tehran, had slipped 
into the undesirable position of de facto arbiter in theso tribal wranglings. This was no 
doubt an inevitable legacy from the war, and there remained some justification for 
[9027] D> 
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Keeping a hold over the Kalbur in view of the influence they could exercise on the 

safety, of otherwise, of the important irestem trade route, I formed the opinion, how- 

ever, that on wider grounds the bet policy was to extricate ourselves as quickly as we 

could in ua honourable manner from these commitments in respest of a purely internal 

matter, audit was for that teason that I disregarded Mr, Cowan’s own view that: the 

return of Amir Muazzam would be dangerous, though I think, from the jurely local and 

limited point of view, it was a correct one, and directed him to use’ all his influence in 
| the direction ofa reconciliation, while T myself urged the desirability of the same course 

‘on the Persian Government, 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


a ey 


‘Enclosure in No 9. 
Consul Cowan to Sir P. Loraine. 


Kermanshah, Maych 16, 1922, 
alreudy. reported, on the 6th March I proceeded to Harunnbad with the 
Governor-General to meet Amir Aazam in order to try to arrange a reconciliation 
hotwoen him add Amir Muazzam: : 

We found Amit Aveam in w very nervous atate, Tt seems that the Minister of 
War, during his’ recent journey to Tiaruq with the Shah, had a few minutes! conversa 
tion with the Amir, and abused him a8'a traitor to his country and a friend of foreigners. 
‘Amit Aazam was consequently convinced that the Minister of War intended to remove 
him from the chieftainship of the Kallur tribe in favour of Amir Muazzam. He stated 
that ny reconciliation between thein was quite out of the question ; he had tried it in 
the past, and bad murrowly escaped being, murdered by Amir Muazasin and his partisans. 
Te aeey that ho had aticady sent his finaly and petvonal fllowors inte Pushti-Kub, 
sre that he would ronign oka Che bbl leadership rather than let his rival rejoin, the 


tribe, We Pee to him that unless he and Amir Muazzam came to, terms they 


‘would both have to leave the tribe and an outside Governor would be appointed, and 
arlded that unless he gave us éoine basis on which to negotiate a reconciliation we shoulkk 
tbe unable to help hin wny further, and le would lose our friendship. ‘This had no effect 
on im whatever, and it was finally agreed that the Governor-General should propose to 
the Prine Minister that Amir Muazzam should be detained for @ time in Humadan 
pouding further negotiations, ; 

‘Mie Govornot-Genoral accordingly telegraphed in this gense, and added that it was 
advisuble that Amie Muazeam should not come to Kérmanshah until tho forces in thi 
province had been organised, espesally at Saripul and Qasr-iShitin, otherwise trouble 
Fould ensue, ‘To this the Prime Ministor roplied that he had shown the Governor. 
Genioral's telegram to. the Minister of Wag, who concurred, aud had telegraphed 
6 General Ahinid Agha, the ollleer commanding. the Western division, to. bring back 
oe laaits fron Kangaver to Harnadan, Whether the Minister of War actually 
fort this vologram ‘f-do not know, but Amir Muszzam arrived at; Kermanshab on the 
14th Mareh in'the company of the general. So far I have not seen him nor had any 
Gommunioation from him, Tani informed that he is reluctant to call for fear of being: 
called pro-British. J 

Phe returns of Amir Muszeatn at this time and in this manner is most unfortunate, 
Tt is bound to cause Amir Anzam to think that the Governor-General and 1 have been 

laying sith him, and will vertainly have a prejudicial effect on future negotiations, i 
Trdeeds it docs not entirely close thie door to them, ‘There aro at present, no troops in 
dhe province whieh can pub apa ght against any tribal foreo, and, as the Kalhurs are 
in their winter quarters, Ani Auzain can easily move into Pusht-icKuh with all: the 
flvoks now grazing with tho tribe, on which the meat supply of Kermanshah for the 
your mainly depetids, Having done this, it is of cour impossible to say what bis next 
hop will be, but T should think it most likely that he wil set parties of bis followers to 
Tail tho) Keemanshiah-Qabe-iShirin road and-stop all trafis, in the hope of forcing 
Biitish intervention. Or he may go into open robsllion and set, up as an adherent. of 
Sinko; in whieh caso he would ‘probably gather round him all the disordorly elements 
Rum the uoighbourivg tibes, he on thing he will probably not do is to resign the 
chieftainship quietly and retire from the district. 

‘Wliatover violent eounse he mayan, there is no, Goverment fore to opposs 
hhim at present, and if tho neighbouring tribes of the Sanjabis and Qollhonis are 
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upon by the Persian Government to supprest him, the remedy, from our point of view, 
Will is worse than the disease, ‘as it will entail looting on the road by two parties 
instead of one, and all traffie will have to cease. i 

Tt is a gost pity that, the Parsin Government have nt handled’ the Kalhur 

question more tactfully. Amir Azam has done exceptionally well as chicf, and 

alhur has been quieter under his rule than for many years. Tt must also be borne in 
mind that he kept perfect order during the whole of last summer, when there was a 
very weak Governor-General in Kermanshah and the gendarmerie were, by their 
dphression, doing their best, to. provoke the Kalhurs to violence. He haa also, been 
perfectly loyal to the Persian Goyerument, though possibly his franke expression of 
friendliness for the British has been indisoreet and open to misconstruction, Amir 
Aazam is no longer the somewhat boorish person he was in Tebrin. Responsibility has 
given him a cortai ity and force of character which were previously lacking, ahd I 
should now be inclined to rank him next after Sardar Naser ‘Sanjabi as a personality 
amoug tribal cbiefs, though he lacks Sardar Naser’s statesmanship. Tn these ciroum- 
stances the return of Amir Muazeam is @ mistake, So long as he was kept in Tehran 
the Persian Government had a card with which to threaten Amir Aazam if he was not 
submissive, Now that card hay been played without any adequate reason, and there is 
no means of controlling Amir Aazam, ‘The argoment ‘that Amir Muazzam could no 
longer have been kept in Tehran will not bear ‘examination, It has always been the 
custom in Persia, where there were rival chiefs in a tribe, for one of the tivals to he 
rene jin honourable confinement in Tehran, and it would haye been the wisest: policy 
to have followed this practice in the present instance, 

‘As matters stand, I can gee no probable solution of the difficulty. It is extremel 
unlikely that we shall be able to reopen negotiations with Amir Aazam, who will 
consider that he has been deceived und will not trust himself to'a second meeting, 
T presume that Amir Muazzam will call'on me in a day or two, and I shall then discuss 
the situation with Dut I doubt if any result will be fortheoming. 1 was inclined 
to suggest that we should withdraw entirely from intervention in Ralhur affairs and 
leave General Abmad Agha to try his hand. I this the Governor-General agreed 
with me, General Ahmad Agha, however, who is’ an old friend of mine, has been to 
seo me, and, after most friendly assurances, asked me to continue my od-operation 
in effecting a settlement, I have promised to do this, as it seems to me that the only 
Tneans of bringing about a reconciliation Tes in co-operating with Abmad Agha, but it 
is w very faint chance, as I four that Amir Aaam will not respond to our advances, 
‘The general, however, who has given me assurances for the: personal safety of Amir 
‘Aazam during the negotiations, says that if they fail he will: dbrinientghi oreo roma 
Hamadan and Burujird to settle the Kalhur difficulty, 

Th connection with the Kalbur trouble a short review of the general tribal situation 
in Western Persia will not be out of phe, In Kermanghah the only other tribo that 
counts ure the Sanjabis, Sardar Naser wrote to moa short time ago to say, that Amir 
‘Anzatn had asked him to stand by him in caso of trouble arising ont of Amit Muazzam's 
return, Sardar Naser asked my advico, and [told him to obey the- orders of bis 
Government, ‘The Sunjabis are daily growing stronger. ‘They are the best orgunised 
tribe in the province and are assimilating certain sections of thy Guran Confederation, 
who have practically ceased to exist owing to the inefficiency of their chiefs, The 
Quikhanis of Rashid-us-Sultanch are much more under the influence of Sardar Naser 
than of Salar Mansur Guran, ‘They are, however, at present the most unrily element 
‘in the province and nyed severe chastisement, Of tho reniaining. poctions) of Guran 
some are with the Sanjabis, some with Amir Aazam, aud a very few with their own 
paramount chief, Salar Mansur, Tt'is to be hoped that the Persian Goyernment, will not 
‘add to their folly by sending back the two'exiled Sanjabi chiefs, e 

‘The Vali of Pashtu ig as usual fishing in troubled waters. He is connected 
by marriage with Amir Muazzam, and by-treaty with Amir Aazam, and will espouse the 
‘couse of whichever he thinks will be most profitable to himself, He will certainly play 
‘ part—a very underhand one—in any trouble which may arise iu Kalhur. 

"Although the Kermanshah and Kurdistan tribes, are generally distinct, any trouble 
amongst the ono usually has an effet on tho others, “Last yenr strong olforta ware 
made to draw Amir Awam into the trouble between the Sanjabis and Valadbegis, but 
on my advice he kept out of it, The Kurdistan tribes are restless just how owing to 
Simko's movement, and ripe for any trouble, So far as Tam aware ‘the, only Kurdish 
chief who has given a flat refusal to Simko's overtures, ij Mahmud Khan Kanisansn. 
Sardar Rashid is reported to have promiged Simko to march on Senneh when the latter's 
forces have ocoupiod Saqqiz. ‘This promise, however, has only theyusual value of Sardar 

(9827) De 








20 


Rashid’s promises, He is also Teported to have four Turkish officers staying with’ him, 
but of this [ have no confirmation. Mahmud Khan Dizli_ bas promised to ‘support 
Simko, In thig connection it is interesting to note that the Persian Goverament hive 
sent @ message to Mabmud Khan thanking him “for preventing foreign troops from 
entering Persian territory,” and promising him his revenge when'the time comes! The 
‘Mukri Kurds are also espousing the cause of Simko, 

‘From this it will be seen that any tribal disturbance in Kermanshahi will probably, 
have the efféct of setting the whole of West Persia in a blaze, It will be a great 
temptation to Amir Aazam, if hard pressed, to call in the aid of Simko and the 

| Kurdistan tribes, while the accession ofa rich and powerful tribe like the Kalhurs would 
be agrent gain to Simko, Moreover, in such a case the Kalhur Kadichndas, who support 
‘Amir Munzzam, would probably be drawn away from their allegiance to him by the 
prospect of plunder, as the real cause of theirloyalty to Amir Muazzam is that he gives 
them a freer hand to oppress others and does not impose so severe'a discipline as Smir 
‘Azam, In this case the Sunjubis, caught betweon the Kalhurs and the Kurdistan 
ribes, would find it extremely difficult to preserve their loyalty. Of course the Persian 
Government might counteract such a combination by sowing dissensions among the 
tribes, but that would be small consolation to British interests, as, once the road” geta 
into disorder, it is very diffioult to set it right again. 

Th my opinton, the only clement of hope in the situation lies in General Abmad 
Agha, who is active and energetic, If he docs not overestimate tho value of his forces 
Hemay be able to awe Amir Auzam into submission, or, if he does not submit, to 
subdue him, 

Thave, &o, 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 


Se eee eee 


[B 6505/7/24) No. 10. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recoived July 3.) 


(No, 289.) 
ly Lord, Tehran, May 17, 1922. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram 
No, 126 of the 15th instant in regard to the grant-of ordinary business advances to the 
Persian Government. 

T must confess that Twas considerably puzzled on the receipt of your telegram 
No, 120 of the Sth May, to understand the nature of your Lordship’s objections to the 
Jimitations proposed in my telegram No. 209 of the ‘ith May but L now sea that the 
wording of the last-named telegram in the paragraph following pei 8—a wording 
which was adopted for the sake of telegraphic brevity—may well have misled your 
Tordship in regard to the actual suggestion which T was endeavouring to express; and 
if that be so, | bog leave to express my regret for the misunderstanding which has 
‘arivon therefrom. 

‘The position here was as follows ¢ 

‘The ‘acting: manager of the Iinporial Bank of Persia had,not been informed by his 

rincipale that short-dated ‘advances without specific security were contemplated, and 
Te toll mo that, $6 far us he was uvare, the bank had! not been in the habit of making 
auch advances in the past and he himself thought: it. strange that they should be 
Zontemplated now, At the same time the Persian Government were pressing him for 
‘an advaiice. secured on the oil royalties. I was not then certain that your Lordsbip 
would definitely object to an udvance on the oil revenues, ‘but I wished to pee ‘out 
that in any case these would not suffice to cover a very large advance, and 1 thought 
sucha warning desirable baving regard to the fact’ that the Persian Government bad 
Just year over-anticipated them to an extent of over 50,0001, . 

"What I therefore wished to convey was that if the advance on the oil revenues 
4vero sanctioned it would in my opinion, be advisable for the bak to fix » month! 
fimit of 30,000 It would have been clearer if I had said “1 would suggest fixing,’ 
but your Lordship seems to have understood the phrase “I would fix’ to mean. that I 
intended to sssime the responsibility of mysolf determining the amounts which the 
bank was to advatice. I can assure your Lordship that such an idea never entered my 
Head, and it is only because of your insistence on your ‘objections that I have realised 
the misapprehension whiel the wording of my telegram No, 209 evidently created) in 
your Lordship's mind, 
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‘As there is, I think, no misunderstanding in my mind either in regard to your 
Tordship's wishes concerning ‘current advances to be made by the bank, or in regard to 
my owa position in relation to euch advances or, indeed, to the bank’ operations in 
general, i did not seem to me desirable to incur the expense of telegraphing and L 
trust that this despatch will suffice to remove any anxiety which your Lordship’ may 
have entertained. 


Thaye, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[IE 6596/6/34] No. 11. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 291.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 20, 1922. 

THAVE the honour to inform. your Lordship that a debate recently took place in 
the Medjliss on the question of prolonging the life of that, Assembly from the present 
term of two years by altering the system of election of Deputies. 

‘The principal suggestion put forward was that a number of Deputies should be 
retired by ballot each year so that fresh blood might be brought continually into the 
Legislative Assombly by holding elections for the vacant, veats, By, this means.itwa 
urged the power of the Shah to close, the Medjliss and tho danger of a coup, d'itat fox 
the same purpose would be obviated, It was, however, pointed out thot, the Shah 
could equally well effect this purpose by refusing to authorise the olection of the 
Deputies each year, as tho ordering of elections isa Royal prerogative, he purpose 
of keoping the Medjliss open would be effected better by making it illegal to collect 
taxes while the Medjliss was closed; a proposal which suggests a knowledgo of British 
history on the part of at Jeast.ono of the members of the Medjlirs, o 

‘The arguments against this proposal wore based chiefly on the suggestion that it 
would be illogal and outside the constitutional powers of the Medjliss on account, of 
artiole 50 of the Constitution, which states that elections can only take place once during 
every term, but the champions of the proposal urged that this was not #0, and further, 
that since other articles of the Constitution had been found tovbe impracticable, this 
‘one also could be amended, if necessary, to allow for rotary elections each year. 

'A proposal was then put forward io fix the life of the Medjliss at thre years, but 
this was withdrawn and the Medjliss finally decided by a majority vote that. the 
consideration of the question by tho Modjliss was constitutional, ‘Phe question of 
the length of each session of the Medjliss and of the time for which the Deputies ware 
to be elected was then referred to Medjlias committeo to work ont in detail, A rider 
Was a‘lded to the effect that should the-above vote be found to have, been unconsti- 
Tutional it will bo made void. Chis mattor is apparently to be decided by examining. 
tho records ofthe provincial eouncls at tho timo the Conottation as granted: 

ave, ke. 
PEROY LORAINE. 





[ 6597/285/34) No, 12. 

Sir P. Loraino to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received July 8.) 
(No. 202, Secret.) : 

My Lord, Tehran, May 20, 1992, 

T HAVE the honour to tranamit to your Lordship herewith, copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 10 for the week ending the 19th instant, compiled by the military 
Attaché at this Legation. shear 

ave, 


PERCY LORAINE. 


—— 








22, 
Enclosure in No, 12. 


Intelligence Stimmary No. 19 for Weak ending May 18, 1922. 
Secret.) 


Gilan. 


THE Russian consul-general at Resht, Opresof, has organised a local propa- 
andy Deere divih he hes put in charge of Mohamed Agha Kasmai, formerly a 
lorie in the Russian consulate at Resht. 

‘An Azerbaijani, named Ahmed Aliof, has been sent by M. Rothstein to Resht to 
assist Mohamed Agha Kasmai in propaganda work, Ahmed ‘Aliof was an officer in 
the Persian Red army in the Gilan revolution of 1920. 


Azerbaijan. 

2, Operations against Simko.—No change has taken place at the front. 

The ‘following ‘reinforcements left Tehran on the 12th May for. Tabriz: 
1,500 infantry, 200 cavalry, 6 howitzers, 5 mountain guns, 6 machine guns, 
2 Lewis guns. 


Kermanshah. 


8. M, Belaef, secretary to the Russian consul at Kermanshah, has applied to 
M. Rothstein to be permitted to resign. 


Kazvin. 


‘4. Notices were placarded in the town on the 6th May, signed “ Azadi Khaban ” 
(freedom lovers), abusing the Governor of Kazyin and other officials. These are 
feported to have been posted at the instance of Sipeh Salar, who is running a local 
propaganda campaign against the present Government. 


Tehran. 

5, Roference paragraph 5 of Jast week’s summary, the Prime Minister, Musbir- 
ed:Dowleh, resigned on the 9th May, and since that date the Cabinet has ceased to 
fanction. i i ‘ 

The War Minister, Reza Khan, controls affairs, and is a virtual dictator. The 
other Departments of State are run for the time being by. Under-Secretariey, 

ihe majority, m the Parliament are in-favour of the return of Musbin-ed- 
Dowleh, and, failin him, of Kawam-es-Sultanch. ‘The: War Minister, however, is 
bitterly opposed to Kawar-es-Sultanch, and it is extremely improbable that he will 
permit his return to power. i 3 

The Shah has telegraphed to Mushir-ed-Dowleh and to the President of the 
Parliament, stating that he would take the vie of Parliament, before expressing: 
hhis wishes, According to the latest reports received, the, War Minister has expresses 
His Willingness to support tho retention of Mushir-ed-Dowleh, faufo de miguay on 
Condition that the latter adopts a stronger policy and reconstructs his Cabinet. 

‘No decision has yet been arrived at, 4 

wo dee War Ministor is arranging to send fifty-three officer cadets to France for 
anilitary training. They are to be accompanied by four Persian officers, who will. be 
Waehage of the cadets, ‘Twenty-five cadets are to undergo one-year course, the 
remaining twenty-cight to remain two years in France. 

Parlfament has allotted an expenditure of 15,000, tomans ‘per year for the 
PUPQE of cadets desirous of going bave been asked for, and 160 applications 
haveL ems sooived. ‘Fifty are-to be chosen by competitive examination, "This is an 
important step in the training of the Persian army, Find it'should do much to improve 

rd throughout. Wig 
om Daal Sas rate the cadets leave Tehran, route and destination in France are 
led, . RS : 
ee a ae ted that the Extreme Democrat Part) in the Parliament is much 
annoyed with full ed Dawleh for alles the Shah to take Court jewels with 
i ‘ope without Parliamentary sanction. ‘ 
Se uae to the fall of the Cabinet, M. "Rothstein has postponed his departure 

Fpetinan until the political situation clears. f 2 
oe aevall ‘Hinnes to M. Rothstein was given in the Russian Legation on the 
$th May. In the afternoon he and his stafl were photographed, as he stated that 
ae Td ko to have a photograph as a remembrance of his stay in Persia. 


9. M. Shumyateki has received instructions’ from Moscow that, on taking over 
from M. Rothstein, he is to continue on the same political lines as M. Rothstein has 
been working. 

10, A courier named Vasilief reached Tehran from Moscow on the 8th Mey. 
He brought M, Rothstein a letter from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Moscow, to 


the effect that all cyphers nsed by radio are to be changed, as the Russian authorities. 
nate received information that the French have possession of the Russian wireless 
cyphers. : i 
11, M, Evotski, Russian consul for Kerman, left Tehran for Kerman on the 
4th May, accom 
12. M. 


ied by his seoretary, M. Kamin, a Kazan Tartar. 
kof, Russian consul for Shiraz, left Tehran for Shixiz by motor 
on the 1ith May, accompanied by his secretary, M. Gordin, and the latter's family, 
‘M. ‘Tambakof was to have left last February to take up this appointment, but 
his start from Tehran was delayed. 
‘M. SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colbnel, 
British Military Attaché. 





[IE 6898/6/34) No, 18. 


Six P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received. July 3.) 


(No, 293. Secret.) 
My. Lord, Tehran, May 20, 1922. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy of 
‘a report made by the military, attaché at this Legation on his interviews with the War 
Minister, Serdar Sepah. ae 
vy 


10, ko, 
PEROY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 13. 


Report of Interviews with the War Minister on May 14 und 18, 1022. 


ON the ith May, Roza Khan gave me an interview at his private house, during 
which his manner was frank and cordial 

2, In discussing the military situation ho stated that no change had taken place at 

the ‘Tubriz front, and that, not, being. 4 with tho progress of operations against 

Simko, lio much desired to proceed’ to Tabriz to take command himself in the field 

‘The present. political situation in ‘Tehran, howover, prohibited this, as the country: was 

at the moment without o Cabinet, and the whole conduct of affaits rested on his 

shoulders, 
Ho stated that frox roports he had recetved from divisional Headquarters in the 
wince, le is pleased with the. progress made in the reorganisution of thi army, 


Bro 
| which, though slow, is proceeding satisfactorily. 


4 told him that Thad heard Russian consuls had left ‘Tebran for Shiraz and 
Kermin, and asked him what he cousidered to bo the object of the Russians in sending 
A consul to a place like Kerman, where there are no Russian subjects, and whord the 
Russians can have no consular interests. He replied that their solo objestive was 
tho spread of Communist propagand, and tet he opening of theeo consulates in the 
south was undoubtedly not only for the spread of Bolshevik doctrine in Persia, but for 
‘use a3 advanced poste for pushing agents and propaganda into India, 3 

5. Lavoitled allireference to the present political situation, but he complained how 
le it was to carry out any useful reforms with the present type of Persian. 
Politician, He stated that he was heartily sick of the wholo loty and desired a clean. 
weep, but unfortunately there was no alternative. i 
“6. He slowed me @ report which he bad xeosived (he did not state the sourée) 
eying thet British agents in the south wore trying, to ‘form a group to oppose the 
Central Government, this group consisting of the Bakhtiaris and the Arab) tribes in 
the- south, He stated that the object of these people was to oppose his, army 
Teorganisation scheme, which will give him military control over the entire south, and 
‘also to prevent the Government from.collecting its lawful taxes, 

°° Treplied hat Jas absolutely sure that British representatives were doing no stich 

thing; that’ we ¢ortainly did not wish to see any portion of Persia sot iteelf up in 
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opposition to. the Central Goverament, but that a prosperots, united and independent 
PReee OR, What we should like to soe, As, however, this was a political question, 
requested him to refor the matter to His Britannic Majesty's Minister, whois T would 
inform of his statements. ~ 
7, Lthen told the War Minister that T proposed to visit Gilan (Resht and Enzeli), 
leaving Tehran on the 16th May, to examine the military situation there, as Tha 
yeosived reliable information that the Bolsheviks were considering the, possibility of 
Norking up another revolution in Gilan backed by the Baku Communists. I stated 
That Thad applied for the usual permit to travel through the Ministry of Foreign 
‘Afairs, but hadl not yet received a reply. Tho War Minister made no remark, and we: 
parted on good terms, Tadded that T would pay him a visit directly I returned from 
Gilan, where I only proposed to stay tivo or three days. ty 
8. Yesterday, the 15th May, 1 received an urgent note from the War Minister 
asking me to soe him.with reference to my proposed visit to Gian. T went at once to 
is hease, He said that he was sorry to upsct my arrangements, but asked mo as & 
personal favour not to go to Gilan ot the present time, but that he would have no 
Phjection 10 my going iu three or four weeks. Ho stated that he thoroughly under, 
Stood aud approved of my reasons for going there, bat that unfortunately the Russians 
would rogard my visit with deep suspicion, and during the presont political crisis he 
Uid tiot wish to cause them irritation for the following Teasons :-~ 
(a) Ho had heard that the Russian Tegation had reported to, Moscow that Tast 
year when the Gilan revolution was in progress, and the Communist 
verement was spreading in Persia, the British military attaché after 
visiting Gian had formulated plans for dealing with this movement, which 
Tie (Roza Klan) hod carried out with minted suocess, and as o result of 
which the Bolsheviks were driven out of Gilan. 


T remarked that this was not the ease, as he well knew, He liad honoured me by 
confiding in mo his plan of oporations, and by asking, me for criticisms, which T gave 
dane Met his campaign had certainly coincided with my” views, but that he bad 
worked out it himself. ¢ ; 

(bh) ‘hat ho way having trouble with, the Russian Legation at the, moment, owing 


4S tivo Rossian subjects having been killed’ at, Maku, resulting in a strong, 
proves to the Persian Government by. the Russian Minister. : 

(@) Her stated that the Russians considered his concentration of troops, in the 
‘Mabria area to be greater than was necessary for dealing with Simko, and 
that they regarded this concentration with suspicion. 


9, For the above reasons, therefore, he-asked me as a personal favour not to go to 
Gilan’at the present, time, though, ehould T insist, he would not ‘press the, matter 
Grially, 1 thanked him for explaining, his reasons, ond eaid that 1 will ertainly fal 
Sr eiith his wishes, and postpone my visit until next month. 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché. 


a 


[JB 6590/6590/34) No, 14. 
iv P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received July 3) 


‘Telran, May 19, 1922. 
ion toa most interesting: 


wat Lordship) ee 


‘ing seal, f 


clearly demons 
final opinion on 
is excel 


Major Temple's services here, Pree 


PERCY LORAINE. 
ee 
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Enclosure in No. 14, 


Major Templo to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. 


(Se 00 (B). Overseas Trade, Confidential.) 

iy , a Tehran, May 19, 1922. 
NEARLY nine months have passed since I had the honour to ae to the 
Comptroller-General of the Department of Overseas ‘Trade (in my despatch No. 7, 
Middle East, dated the Ist September, 1921) the beginning of a great ‘commercial 
drive” in Persia which the Soviet Government of Russin had expensively organised 
with the object of regaining lost trade and of expelling British competition, Your 
Lordship may now be interested to hear what hitherto in ternsicneaa ane 
operation. 

Tay be permitted to recall that the “drive” was from the north southwards, 
‘and, starting from Transcaucasia and Transcaspia, was designed to, swoop all before it 
‘until it reached the Persian Gulf, Perliaps, too, | may presume to point out that, tho 
Inovement had, and has, significancies greater than Anglo-Russian trade rivalries and 
wider than Persian boundaries, It was Communism's commercial challenge tc 
apitalinm; it was to demonstrate that the wnited resources of the Russian State, in 
opposing the disunited enterprises of British individuals, must win the field from 

foum to Bunder Abbas, Moreover, commercial exploitation and political, propa- 
ganda were to advanco' hand in hand; mercantile catalogues and revolutionary. tracts 
Sere to be distributed together, and Bolsheviam was to How forward us. a. yivifying 
trade stream, 

"At once (in August 1921) numerous Russian trade commissioners entered Persia, 
First, er eee trade bureaux at Caspian ports (Enzeli, Meshed-i-Sar, Bandat- 
Gaz and Astara) and at the great commercial: capitals of the north-west (Pabriz) and 
the north-east (Meshed). Next, they aud their agents extended the network to most 
‘of the market towns of the five northern provinces of Azerbaijan, Gilan, Mazanderan, 
‘Astrabad and Khurasan, Next, they moved into Central Persia and took up & 
strategic position on what I would call the “Orion's Bolt” of the country, (Ispaban~ 
Yezd-Kerman). Last, ee) have penetrated to Shiraz, with Bughire as the end of the 
expodition, and perhaps they mean to deploy wlong the gulf littoral, Krom the 
beginning they have had their controlling headquarters at ‘Tehran, yot nob (oo far aa T 
can ascertain) under the Minister there but under a chief trade commissioner, ‘This 
‘commercial commander was to be immediately under the commereial commander-in- 
chief at Moscow, but might also communicate with the commercial commanders in the 
regions on either side of the Caspian Sea from Erivan to ‘Tashkent, 

Such was the geographical constitution, The personal. composition seemed no less 
formidable, and, moreover, money supplies seemed to ubound, Altogether, the 
“organisation presented an imposing front. 

‘And now, from August 1921 to May 1922, a period of, say, nine months, what his 
the organisation by name the Vneshtorg—so far wchieved?’ At ono) the reply may 
be made that it has achieved nothing comparable in bulk with ite own bulk, Some 
trade it could hardly help but do. In one hand it held revolutionary “loot ”" to be sold 
cheaply, and in the other hand it held Persian 5-kron pieces minted in Russia from Russian 
silver. At the same time, it needed foodstuils for the starving myriads of South Russia, 
Regarded, indeed, as o famine-relief institution, not as a commercial institution, the 
Nests ‘worked well here: it acquired North Persia’s not very Inrge exportable 
surplus of cereals (perhaps rither more than the true Lee it contrived to pay only. 
lorate or even low prices; it overcame or evaded. the spasmodio exportational 
festrictions of the Persian authorities; it procured adequate transport cheaply, and it 
did all this quickly, Considered merely as 8 MND ‘operation in famine time, 
begun and Aad in itself, this was good work. feanwhile, too, the Vneshtorg 
‘unloaded on the bazaars of North Persia “dead” stooks of Russian silver. plate heavily 
alloyed, of glass-ware and of miscellaneous * loot," ‘besides some. petrolie’ products, at 
prices not much below value. But all the purchases, ‘and all the sales combined would 
probably not amount in value to one-tenth of Britain's total trade with Persia in the 
‘sume period, and certainly a much less cumbrous and: costly machine could well have 
been expected to transact so inconsiderable’ a busine ‘That is the positive side of the 
estiinate, 

‘On the negative side the Vueshtorg has yet failed to, re-establish a healthy, normal: 
and mutually beneficial trade with Persia ; has enlisted in its over-swollen official ranks 

[9627] ® 








26 


vome ugly laments of commercial ineptitude and dishonesty; his enforeed its 
monopolist trading pretensious not only in Russia but also in Persia to the point of 
Antagonising Persian inerchints, who, whether on the right or the wrong side of the 
frontier, Bind themselves aqueezed out of every market; has indulged in much petty 
fyranny, and oppression ; has bribed or coerced the Persian wardens of the, marches; 


hias sorely vexed the Persian Gustoms Administration; and, finally, considered as a. 


Communist body, lias done nothing that could not have been done more cheaply, more 
efficiently and more abundantly by Russian individualist merchants of the pre-revolition 
typo, operating at their own hago: 

‘Tt is too soon to present any of these tentative ‘observations as final conclusions: 
‘The Soviet machine isnew; the Vneshtorg isnew ; the theory and the practice of eommu- 
Mlatio cofmerce are new; experience has always to be worked for and paid for; a bad 
beginning may conceivably have a better continuation; the virtues of integrity, 
siggasity, eotnpotence and good humour miy now be in the malking. | Bub, with all proper 
Téoreivions for what the future inay contain, I do not hesitate to declare that the 
inherent potoney of Russians a trade rival in Persia has gained nothing yet from 
Sovietism, 

Tinay go further, Not only has thé Voeshtorg, with the resources of the State 
it ite commnand, failed yet to recover more than a. fraction of the Persian: trade which 
Risian merchants by their individual energy and enterprise had built up before the 
yevolution; the Vnoshtorg has not even succeeded till now (four years after the 
Yevolution) in restoring thoso facilities of transit which under the Tsarist Government 

Vo Russia the advantages of her geography, Formerly, for oversea traffic the Batoum— 

aku Railway, and for overland trafic the Lemberg—Baku, Railway, brought Persia. as 
pear to Envope in time aa it is in space. To-day Persia is further from Europe in time 
than is Chin of Pert, And it is a notable thot that every Western, country with 
Commeveial interests or hopes in Persia has lately tried to utilise the Russian, routes and 
Hu bad to abandon them aa impracticable. T Nave confidential up-to-date information 
fom the Persian Customs Department that France, Germany, Italy, Switzerlond and 
Belgium ave now transferring their Persian traffic from the Black Sea route to the 
‘Mesopotamia route. 

Phus, in no respect fd there yet any reagon here for asking Persians to believe that 
onomnie tegensration ib to be found in Bolshevism, or for asking the world to believe 
that a Soviet Government is the best of all traders. 

Thave, &0. 
e B, TEMPLE, Major, 
Commercial Secretary. 





{ 6788/28/34) No, 15. 


Mr, Gaur Harkins to Foreign Office —(Received July 7.) 


Sir, 19, York House, Kensington, July 6, 1922. 

‘AS representative of His. Majesty's Government on the board of the Persian 
‘transport Company, L have the honour to enclose a copy of the report of that company 
for the year ending the 81st December, 1921, 

‘he loss for the twelve months under review amounts to: noless than 5,6562, 132. Gd. 
Natutally no. dividend is, pid (as a matter of fact, none tas/ been paid since the 
inception of the company in 1904), nor have the directors drawn any fees. 

Tt toby not be amiga to record here shortly the cause of this deplorable result. 

As “Majesty's Government has been informed, the Persian Government in 
May, 1921, notified their intention of cancelling the concession, and actually. in 
Novamber of the same yeur arbitrarily took possession of tho roads. ‘The main reasons 
put forwand by the Persian Governmont for this net of spoliation were two, One, that 
The Gompanyy had not pald over to thom 20.per cent, of the proftas, the other, that the 
‘ornpany lad nt completed the roads within the period granted to them {or 90 doing. 

he company contend that there are no profite, exhibiting « chartered accountant’s 
‘Sthtement to that effoct; and further, that a8 no ‘actual transport service has been 
tated, the point-does not ariso, With regard to their second reason, the Persian 
Gavarinieat bre obviously in the wiong, for an extension of the time for completing the 
roids was given through Sir Pérey Cox whilst incting a8, His Majesty's Minister in 
‘Pebran, and that extension does not expire until April 1924. 
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Furthermore, the Persian Government have sinos taken jon, without 
compensation, of the stores and movable equipment connected with the roads, a direct 
Violation of article 12 of the concession. 

The board learn with satisfaction that in March of this year His: Majesty's 
Government have instructed His Majesty's Minister in Tehran to support tho olatm 
which the company’s local agents are making upon tho Persian Government in 
accordance with article 5 of the opneession. 

T would mention for your information that in 1920 the company, relying on the 
notification of extension of time, surveyed a continuation of the’ road ‘from Kum to 
Tspahan and bad actually constructed some 100 miles thereof, including a fine bridge at 
Kum, when notice of cancellation of the concession was received; they had also 
‘acquired a flect of motor lorries ; and were on the point of inaugurating 4 motor service 
therewith from Tebran. 

Thave, ke, 
Y. A. CASAR HAWKINS. 


ee 
Enolosure in No. 15. 
Persian Transport Company (Limited), 


Directors : 


John FP, Lynch, Esq. (Chairman). 
V. A. joe thaws si 
Sir Charles A. Nicholson, Bart. 

Liout,-Colonel H. P. Picot, C.B.1. 


Report to be submitted at the Bighteonth Annual. General Mecting of Shareholders to be 
at 8, Baler’ Hall Curt, EO. 4, on Monday, the Twonty-sizth day of June, 1922, 
at 11°30 Aww. 


‘THE directors now submit the accounts for the year ended the Stet December, 
1921, 

‘The profit and loss account shows a doficit of 5,6261, 138, 6d. ‘This chiefly arises 
‘out of @ loss incurred on the working of the ‘Tehran-Kum and Kum-Sultanabad roads, 
Reavy. repairs to bridges and depreciation on motors purchiasod for the parpoys of 
establishing a motor transport service. . 

‘Barly ia cho yeat road construction work: was euspencd owing to the unsatifector 

litical situation in Persia, In May 1921, the Persian Government notified their 

Potion of cancelling the compiny’s concession, and in November of the same year 
Anbitrarily took possession of the roads. A claim has been presented to the Peinn 
Gaycsmbat through His Majesty's Government for a refund of all eapital outlay 
incurred by the company on the roads in accordance with the terms of the concession. 

"The retiring director is Sir Charles A. Nicholson, Bart., who, being eligible, offers. 
himself for Reais 

‘The accounts bave boon audited by Messrs, Evans Smith, Boothroyd and Co,, who 
‘offer themselves for appointment. 

‘ By order of the Board, 
JOHN F, LYNCH (Qhairman). 
June 12, 1922. 
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Balance Sheet, December 31, 1921, 


Loanmanes, Asser 
Toaytal pe reas ae wT: 
‘thorised : 100,000 By reads, concesions, 
Mares of Ueaeh 10000000 properties, sonticwest 
Shaadi 
Teqied: 4007 shares of 1 ecb, in. Persia an per lat 
Tally eee Me Pelischabeet sty SOE! 
Scr pice “hdd ampountspent 2 
2» Sanity repayments not allocated coun 
a = Inpahan 
eeiiies eee 
AE hus 
Bandy debtors 7 aah 0 8 
‘Tnvestent at cont ina 24 
(Ofrket value at theaTet December, 
TO, 10 62) 
«Stock of tools, anteils and motor 


cars t 2882.18 4 
1) Caml at Dloyd Ban 
London... $840 010 
Cash at Bank Tebran 967 18, 9 
= ar lon 
wv Profit and Lose— 
Lose fortheyearend- 
ing tat December, 
WL oy Bete 8 6 


Te-Balance 
nas per last 
balunce 
shoot .. 1281110 
Income Tax 
refunded.. (4919 & 
77811 3 
fea 48819) 8, 
200878 8 1 


£90878 81 


Profit and Loss Account, December 31, 1921. 


ae bone 
‘To home charges for 192 toe!’ “S| Bytes eee nett 
Rr eararalettrier 919 8 | Unlano carried (0 blanco steer.’ 5.626118 "°6 
Glos on aperations. in Perla | 
the peat ening Bist Deer, 
oak Ate ings sen 15.6 | 





£68997 01 


JOHN F. LYNCH,} >; 
JOHN INCH pico 

‘We have audited the above balance sheet, dated the 31st December, 1921 with 
the books, accounts and vouchers in London and the i ents’ accounts from Persia, and 
Hees ebtatned all the information and explanations we have required. In our opinion 
AaNh balance shvet ik properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the 
sito of the company’s afairs according to the best. of our information and the 
Explanations given Us, and us shown by the books of the company. 


Evans, Saar, Bootinoyp axp Co. 
Chartered Accountanta, Auditors. 


79, Mark Lane, London, June 12, 1922, 
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[E 6796/7/4} No. 16. 
Mr. Chilton to the Earl of Batfour.—(Receined July 8.) 


No, 288, Confidential.) 
‘Telegraphic.) RB. 
Neale No, 274 of 25th June. 

State Department's recommendation for post of Financial Adviser is Mx, A, C. 
Millspaugh who lias held post of economic adviser in State Department for last five 
yeare or so, I guther before entering State Department, he was a school master. I 
yvill endeavour to obtain further details, 

‘Ho is uow discussing with Persian Minister question of his powers, salary, &e,, 
before accepting appointment. 


Washington, July 7, 1922, 





[BE 6444/9/84) No. 17. 
The Karl of Balfour to Six P. Loraine (Tehran). 


foe 
‘eles ic. Foreign Office, July 11, 1922, 
Your ee No. 722 of 31st December last. year. ee # 

India Office, after consulting Government of India, agree with us on following 
points — 

1, Meshed-Seistan ling to be handed over to Persian Government, subject to 
‘assurance that it shall not fall into Russian hands, Subject to satisfactory agreement 
‘on other points Treasury will’ be asked to waive elaim for cost of improvements, 

2, Hamadan-Kazyin line to be formally ceded’ to Persian Government in return, 
for 90,000 rupees to be recovered! (rom them by Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

3, Offices at Mohammerah and Abadan fo be handed over wider conditions to be 
agreed between you and Sir B, Cox, 

4, India Office disclaim direct interest in and refuse linbility for loss from workin, 
Khanikin~Hamadan-Noberan line. ‘This necessitates further correspondence ae 
them, Colonial Office ‘and aoa Meanwhile, knowledge of our attitude on first 
hoo! points. may enuble you to ep Persian Government in play, You should not, 
howover, definitly concede them andi thereby render noceptance by Persian Goyorn- 
ment ‘of point 4 more difficulty when departmental agreement hore shall have been 
reached. 





[E 6647/7/34) No. 18. 
Foreign Office to India Ogtee.® 


Sir, Foreign Oyfiee, July 12,1922, 

I AM direoted by the Earl of Balfour to refer to the correspondenos ending with 
my letter of the 20th ultimo, relative co the desito of the Persian Government, to 
borrow money from the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

2, In view of th fact that the Persian. Government havo ao far taken no slope to 
regularise their large indebtedness to His Majesty's Government, the Secretary of State 
thought it desirable to reserve British rights as regards tho ledging of Persian customs 
reventies as security for further financial advances, and so informed the Tmperial Banke 
of Persia in a lotier dated the 19th June, on receipt of which tho chairman and 
manager of the bank called at this Department for further explanations, 

3. They were informed that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran hud recently, pressed: 
the new Persian Prime Minister to take steps to place the British loans on a satis- 
factory basis, and that the lottor addressed to the bank on’ the 19th Juno had been 
intended to warn them that, until this was done His” Majesty's Government had a lien 
‘on all Persian assets, including the) Anglo-Persian Oil Company's royalties, 

4. Afver emphasising the difficul’, position in which the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
as a State bank, found itself, Sir Hugh Barnes promised to zefer to the Seorétary of 


© Also to Treasory, mutatis wintandis. 
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state should the bank receive « definite request for financial assistance from the newy 
Gove ith rogard to day-to-da 
6, With rey 0 day-to-day. 
see eee of the Imperial Bank stated 
sed the claims of His Majesty's G 


Tmporial Bank of Persia stat 
royalties, ani 0 

7, To will be within 
recently borrowed about 200,000, from an 
foutheen ofl royalties, and a further sum of 
Persia secured on the southern customs, Pasta seay 

ge P, Toraine’a tolegram of the 28th June, reporting the 

see eesian Government EY an ‘ eroriean oil company of a Joan of 10,900,000 dollars, 


\e southern oil royalties, 


dvayees by, the Imperial Bank on the security, of 
7x5 no objection to the course ontlined 
od in paragraph above, and, with the 
rm the bank accordingly. 
ress the Persian Goveornment, 
Hrisation of the Persian debt, and 
ds sinking fund and interest, 
the Tinperial Bank of Persia 
mards the pledging of 
‘advances mada to them by 


an rity will have to reesive the 


others, and that any advances mi 


prior sanotion of His Majesty's Goyornment, i 


, eo 
SOLAN CELOT OLIPHANT. 
SS 


Enclosure in No. 18. 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice 


Sir, 2, Abvireh Laney Londons July oe 

” WE w for you to out Jetter of the Sth May in which we forardid’ y 

wrap RM Surette fics ip Mehran in seid to the advan. thee 

Government ageimst the pledge to ‘the bank of their royalties receivable from 

aie be ae telegram, dated ‘Tehran, the Sth instant, as flows — 

“Pers mat have again approached us regarding advances against 

sojaliea We ave infraied hom they must communicate direct with the 
TRiale-Porsian Oil Company. Please consult: Anglo Persian Oil Company 
Foreign Office,” 
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We inay mention that, in view of our chief iminager having requested the Pexsian 
Governinent to comminicate direct With thé Anglo-Persian Oil Company, we have 
forwarded them: also the above telegriin for their information, 
¥ou will notice that they do not mention the amount of the advance required. 
We shall be glad to have your views on the matter 
‘We have, &0, 
(For the Imperial Bank of Persia), 
, Manager. 





[ 7080/7/34] 
Sir P. Loraine to the Harl of Balfour.—(Received July 16.) 


No. 19. 


a 278) 

ic, Tehran, July 15, 1922. 
aA put unremitting pressure on new Persian Government to Folate. debt 
to His Majesty's Government. Their attitude may be summarised as follows 
Headings correspond to those in enclosure 1 of your despatch No, 358, 1921 :— 

(a.) Persian Government accept. 

(B)-1. Persian Government argue that as advances were on basis, of moratorium, 
share repayable to Great Britain and Russia should be iu proportion of 
total debt owing to each respectively by Persian Government at the time, 

2, They wish to repay in krans, 

(c.) As triumvirate never left any. trace of this transaction in Pershin archives and 
the sum was never passed through Persian Government, accounts they. 
anticipate insuperable difficulty. in securing Medjliss recognition of this 
chim but are willing to do what, they can to recover tho sum from 
triumvirate and repay to His: Majesty's Government anything thus 
obtainable. 

(a) This is most complicated item and! Persian Goverament are eriticising it on 
the lines foreseen by Mr, Maclean (seo “ Porvin,” Part X, No. 202). They. 
accept gendarmerie budget and advances apecifically. authorised by Contral 
Government, but wish to investigate carefully all advances madé without 
reference to Tehran, as on cursory examination they think Farman Karma 
exceeded his powers and probably. cheuted. 

Persian Government regard this sn subsidy granted ws nnich for our political 
purposes as theirs, and in order to, prevent: Persian collapse at a critical 
period) and the guilty hope to be let off 

(f) Persian Goverament have not definitely accepted this obligation but £ think 
‘ean be induced to do 80, though disposed to regard it likewiee as a subsidy, 


My attitude has boen inflexible except as regards (b), Petvian Government's 
argument (1), though uaoonyineing, is ingenious, T have undertaken, if thoy drop it, 
to recommend His Majesty's Government, to accept repayment in krans, Beside 
snalogy of (@), which vas oxginaly on sterling hasis, His) Majesty's Governtnent may 
ot nevessarily be the loser by kran repaymont if kran exchinge reaches moro normal 
Jovel when Americans reorganise finances. I trast you will agree to this solution, 

Thave maintained that (c), (c) and (f) are well dooumented and valid dobte, and 
have refhsed to do mnore than transmit Persian eontontion to. you without any recom. 
mendation, As regards (d), T have insisted emphatically that tho money was advanced 
for Persian Government, who had benefited and that they are in honour bound to 
ropay and to settle with Farman Farma if he robbed them. 


Bee 


(E 7081/7/34) No. 20. ) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Recetved Julyy 10.) 


ae 974.) 
"elegraphic.) 
'Y iniediataly preceding telegram. 


T think that owing to my iniistonce Persian’ Goverimerit hive at last grasped the 
necessity (or the regulation of this debt and ate anxious to do so, bit they ate vs 
apprehensive of Med)liss and aré nuturally hanging out for the most favourable terms, °I 


Tehiyen, July 18, W922, 
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have not given away any of our Nee? but it is necessary now for me to know 
Whether aud. to what extent His Majesty's Government are prepared to make any. 
Concessions and I submit the following ‘observations 


2.) Requires uo eminent A 
,), Please reph legeaph to my suggestion, 
3 doe lat posegeah Se ers in printed sections of the Sth March, 1921. 
Cane etsn ie rooted in every Persian mind that sum was a bribe, but 
they ate too polite to say s0 tome, I believe that the wisest course would 
toy er Pesian Government they can Keep whatever they can recover 
be to temnvieate, You vill no doubt consider the matter carefully and 


be prepared to compromise to some extent 


ersian Agreement had come into operation, 
id have been waived. Only reason pow 


cca exist in the view of His Majesty’s Government. 
ones oo ant-of this claim and have, told Persian Government T should 
sifu ita refusal as 0 repudiation it ip much the largest item and perhaps 
Tepe’ He rvernment would bo, more inclined to, swallow it if concessions 
rrore made, a9 rogars (e) (2), and ria : 
(f) See memorandum of the 5th May. | Do’ His Basesty's Govérnment wish to 
raeotis claim in the last resort or might it bo waived i (¢) i necepted ? 


Generally speaking; 

dobt, and do not unders 

wrhethior His) Majesty's Go ; 
Whether, in order to settle this question before 
Persian felations, are willing to make somo si 
treated with some generosity : ; 
T should bo graveful if in instructing me you could give. me some latitude 
for negotiation provided you wezee that « prompt settlement is preferable to protracted 


peruggle (2 groups undeoypherable]) 
[1H 7146/3767/34) No. 21. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Bart of Balfour—(Received July 19.) 

No. 2 
tiie raphe) Tehran, July 18, 1922. 
folLowING addressed to India + 

“Your telegram No. 873 8. eatet Sas erent 

tc henrance to Sit W, ‘Tovenley,in 1912, besides being give) in ciroumatances very 
difforont from thoge of to-day was only an oral one, Tt woul fa. be extreinely difficult to 
hase aiiy claim-on it now." 


(Ropentod to Bushire.) 


[1B 7202/6/84) 
Sin Pv Loraine to the Barl of Bulfowr—(Received July 20:) 


AS 277. 
'alegeaphic: 
fi pees No. 199 of 23th April. i : ‘ 
Thieard yesterday from Tepahan, without any, premonition, that 500 Persian troops 
swith, guns and, machine guns had: left Tspalian for Arabistan, vid Bakbtiari. Having 
ascertained that not ine Peakbtian khans here knew of moyement, I. dirested orient 
secretary to. make very serious representation to Minister of War saying that\this step: 
‘was, in my opinion, grave error of judgment; thot troops in Arabistan, would set 
Sreryone by the ears and endanger important British and Persian interests in oilfields + 


No, 22. 


Tehran, July 19, 1922. 


a3 


UI inorcover, available troopis wore urgently needed cleewhere to deal’ with rebels and 
brigands, i 

Minister of War was reasonable but said he gould not comply with my request to 

recall detachinent without instruction from Prime Minister, Oriental secretary 

Fiarefore visited latter atid used similar language. Prime Minister was_ much, less 


cree rable, bit. eventually seut me assurance that troop movement would be stopped 
for. two months any way. 


(Sent to India, Bushire and Ispahan!) 





[E 7230/6/34] No, 23. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour-—(Received July 21.) 
Tehran, Judy 20, 1922. 


langui 
attitude Fequil 

Unndesabiity of egulas tn 
wish wo ean conéest right of Persian Goveramont Uo sn 
territory. 

Wiidso ave plonty of arguments available ia this case, but. if Poisat Government 
aisrogards thom we huve no remolly. 

FE ionlly ouasion fails wo must either resolutely oppose, the, inausure, ot 
seul ad enenrout 0 go amas tot Sheikh tortitory will not be intesfored 
rit 

‘There are several possible ferms of opposition s— 

I. Blaok voto —whieh, uf course, we have not the physical means of enforeing. 

aoa ee akhtiar to atop passage of troops, which they would colatly take, 
Biya Miniter of War by fsiitating advaues to Persian Government (for 
ooh T know he is avy way going to appeal to me very soon) 


Disadvantage of the threo alternatives are too) evident to roquiro resapltulation, 
Dut if they are rejected only aoquigsoence remain 

‘Out xttitade must be quite clear for this is test cust of Minister’ of War's geheme 
to usrsoourve atmy for bringing all outlying, provinces under direct control of Telrany 
Shoat T therefore oppose migauro with every resouros at my disposal at the rile of 
Stating relations with Minister of War and’ Persian Government, or, if not to what 
Tength is your Lordship willing that 1 should! go? T should be very gratoful for yout: 
views, T have communtested paraphrase to Bushire, 

(Sent to India.) 


[1B 7259/6/34) No. 24. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Bart of Balfour.—(Received July 23,) 





Tehran, July 22, 1922, 


(Risgraphiay. R 
( hic.) Ry 
NY telegram No. 278, 


Daim Mister called yesterday about question of tivops for Avabistan, I told 
him that T thoroughly disliked ides and’ wished im vo abaudon it 

eet Aid chat dogachmont was only 200, intended solely’ ws Governor's bodyguind to 

remahint [group undeoypherable]. Had he known 1 objected it would not have, bese 

aeeardlat geawus surprising that he should not have consulted mo and that 

fogs avhen question was raised. some months ago. 

ow on what pretext they could recall detachment 

to foreign proaaure, but both he and 

assurances to Sheikh and to us tht 

‘or Arab tribes, and would. 

agroed that right alter the 


(ys27] 

















[B 7260/6/34) 


(No, 280, 
{tse hi 


action taken up to date, They foresee worst 
continues, 
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No. 25. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Hart of Balfour.—(Received July 23.) 
ie.) 


Y immediately preceding telegram : ‘Troops for 
Tvnt for tivo loading Balbtiar! khans yenterday, 


Pehran, July 2 
Arabistan. 
explained situation to them and 
‘ble consequences if movement 
Tt was agreed that interests of Bakhtiari, Sheikh ‘of Mohammerah, and 


ccheclves were identical and that in order to impress’ Persian Government both’ they 


‘and Sheikh must support my action and 


m 


said that this must be absolutely the last resort and oug! 


bring. pressure to bear and that every peaceful 
jane most be employed to sure abandonment of projet. Kaos propose free. I 
ht not to be necessary. 
‘At my suggestion khans will— 

1, Telegraph to tribal leaders to send Persian Government ofiéial protest which 
they have already under consideration ; 

4, ‘Telegraph through me to Sheikh that they must act togethers 

5, Obtam through Bakhtiari Governor-General of Ispaban daily reports of 
dotuchment’s doings. 


(Repeated to Busbire, No, 160, who will please communicate substance by safe 


‘opportimity to Government of India.) 





[EB 7820/285/34} 


No. 303. 


Summary No, 20 for the week ending the 20th May, 


at 


No. 26. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recoived July 24.) 


Seoret,) 
'y Lord, 


Teliran, May 24, 19 
T HAVE, 


the honour to transmit t6 your Lordship herewith copy. of Intelligence 
compiled by the military attaché 
this Legation. 
Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


———— 
Enclosure in No, 26. 


Intelligence Summary No. 20, for Week ending May 20, 1922. 


(Becret.) 


Gi 


‘lan, 
1. ‘This province has been quiet during the past week. 
D° Kuravedof, tho Russian consul at nzeli, was instructed, on the 18th. May. by 
1, the Russian military attaché, to organise a counter-espionage system in Cilan, 
ia" syatem is primarily for work amongst Russians to discover any “counter 


rovolutionary organisations that may exist. 


Azerbaijan. 


3, Maku.—The War Minister informed me on the 15th May that two Russian 


‘subjects had been killed in Maku, and that letter of protest had heen received by the 


‘Persian Government from the 


Russian Minister about this matter. 
4, Operations against Simko—No change has taken placo durin 


the past week. 
Simko's sowars are reported to be raiding villages close to 


oi, causing the 


inhabitants of this town much alarm. 


i 


pieces himself to Tabriz to take command 


he War Minister is not satislied with the inactivity shown recently. by General 

abibullah Khan, the comimander-in-chief at Tabriz, and has expressed the desire to 
“the field. He is, howe: 

od by the fall of the Cabinet: 


ave Tehran owing to the political crisis cat 
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Mazanderan. 


5, Astarabad—Weiner, the Russian consul at Astarabad, lield a big: reception on 
Jet Moy, Labour Day, and gave a dinner to local oficiale in the evening. Hemide 
hes which wwere distinctly anti-British and anti-Freuch, i 

6. Weiner has opened free library at /Astarabad, which is’ used mainly, for the 
istribution of propaganda literature. 

7.-A Kazan Tartar, namod Yunos, 

azauderan by Rothstein. 
Veiner at Astarabad. 

8, Bandar-i-Gaz —Megrashvili, the Russian naval agent at/Bandat-i-Gay, hos been 
lappointed vice-consul at Bandar-i-Gaz, in addition to his dutios as naval! agent. 

‘Agha Yusuf Ghaffar Zadeh, has been appointed consular secretary to. Mograshvili, 
land has recently arrived at Bandar-i-Gaz from Baku. 

9, On tho 16th May the Persian Kargizar at Lutiabad reported to the: Persian 
Government that Russian Red army soldiers ore frequontly crossing tho Porsinn frontior 
and taking foodstuffs by force. ‘The Kariuzar has roquested that Rothstein may bo 
told that should Red army troops require anything, application should be made through 
the proper Persian official anthorities 

he Karguzar also reported that ‘Torkestan is in a state of revolution, 
‘army reinforcements are being sent from Russia to Turkestan, 


is employed as a political intelligence agent in 
Ho has boon given orders to hand his reports in to 


and Red 


"ranacaucasia. 


10, Tiftis, Reference Intelligence Summary No, 18, paragraph 3, the Persian 
Mission headed by Mumtaz-ed-Dowlehy has completed ite negotiations with the 
rascaneasian Republics and has been given inatrntons to proceed to Angora. 

11. Baku.—Cholera has broken out on Nagen Island, 

12, A Persian-Ttalian transit company is reported! to have opened an office in Baki, 
it is reported that the Sovier authorities are giving this company full facilities, 


Kazvin. 


15. A telegram signed by 200 inhabitants of Kazvin, hae been adidressed to. the 
Persian Government, protesting against the manner in which the Swedish officer, in 
command of thie police force at Kazvin, named Fogel Klu, carries out his duties, 

Ld, Kaiksaq Vartapotof, wa Armenian, who’ was recoutly. engaged in’ Bolshovik 
propaganda work in Bagdad/and @lso in the oflfields at Abadan, atrived at Kozyin 
Fron Kermanshah on the 13th May, He left Kazvin for Resht on the 18th May. 


Tehran. 


15. ‘The War Minister continues: tovcontrol the affairs of the country,.a8 a new 
Sabinet has not yet been formed, Mushir-ed-Dowleh has been pressed by” the Shah 
and the Parliament to withdraw his resignation and to form a now Cabinet, After 


ithe latter. 


Tt is deduced that the route proposed’ is the all-water route by the system of 
‘canals from the Baltic to the Volga, which will enable goods to be loaded at Hamburg 
lor other German ports and anloaded at Enzeli, 


18. ‘The Minister of War has issued un order prohibiting military officers from 


taking part in political meetings. 


19. sir A. T. Wilson, managing 
visit ‘Tehran shortly ; 
20. he Tehran nowspeper "Hiaat” till continues to publi virulent antic 
British article. Tino examples of those ate given in tho Appentis. 4 
The “Hagigat’” is subsidised by the Russian Legation, whience thése articles 
[probably originate. ; 
Shc fear} 


director of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, is to 


¥2 
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21. The War Minister issued an order on the 17th May that back pay due'to 
officers for any period previous to the 1st. Hamal. (10th March, Persian New Year's Day) 
yrill not be paid: Poy, however, from the Ist Hamal will be paid regularly monthly 
in future. 

As several months’ back pay is due to most officers, this order will cause 
considerable discontent 

Braikof, Jate assistant to the Russian consul at Kermanshah, arrived at 

Tehran on the 7th May, and is to be employed in the Russian Legation, 

23. Ali Akbarof has beon appointed interpreter at the Russian consulate, 
Kermanshah, and left ‘Tehran on the 5th May for Kermanshah, 

24, Nadenko, the Russian consul at: ‘Tehran, recently dismissed by Rothstein, left 
‘Tehran on the 14th May for Moscow. 

25, ‘tho third secretary at tho Russan Legation, Isakovitch, left ‘Tehran for 
Moscow on tho 14th May, having been recalled by wire. 

He was accompanied by Paskof, described as. “Inspector of Workmen's and 
Peasant Committees.” 

26. Bvetaki, the Russian consul who is en route to Kerman, received 5,000 tomans 
from his Legation before leaving Tehran, and was given instructions to sond reports 
by courier every ten days from Kerman, 

27, Two detachments of about 100 infantry each have been despatched to Abadeh, 
and Kumishah to garrison these towns. 


28. The following details of the Headquarters Staff of the Ispahan Division 
have been received :— 


General Officer Commanding —Mirza Mahmoud Khan, Amir Fanj. At present 
on duty in Shiraz. Recently served with the British forces at Resht, and was alsoon 
the Persian Headquarters Staff at Tehran, 

Ohief Staff Oficer—Colonel Haider Quli Khan Pasyan. Was in command of the 
Ispahan gondarmerie until the amalgamation and the arrival of tho General Officer 
Contiindin in February 122. Gives the date of his birth as A.m. 1268 (A.p, 1852), 


ut looks about 45 years of age. A native of ‘Tabriz, fntored the gendarmerie 
eleven years ago, joining us a captain. Studied in a German colloge before catering 


the gotidarmerie, being attached to a Grenadier regiment and also to wit fores an 
infantry detachments. Knows German and keeps it up by reading. A. strong 
supporter of the ox-Premier Soyyid Ziaed-Din, A remarkably smatt officers the 
gendarmerie under hie command wore exceptionally well drilled and showed good 
iscipline. 

Assistant to General Staff Oficer—Major Mustapha Khan, 

Adjutant-—Captain Nasi Quli Khan.- 

Commanding Hngineers—Major Abbas Quli Khan vith one officer assistant: 

Officer Commanding Su Lieutenant-Colonel Ali Akbar Khan, 

Storekeeper.—Captain Ali Akbar Khan. 

Other Ranks —Twonty munshis, 

Sheikh Mobamed, Qazi Askar, bas been appointed military chaplain; tho 
nilitary authorities haye also appointed a military, telephone and telegraph plerks 

Oficer Commanding Road Guards, —Colonel Salari-Munazzim, 

Second in Command Road Guards —Major Sadiz Khan. 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieut-Colonet, 


British Aitary Ataché 
Teliran, May 21, 1922, ane, 


AppEnpix, 


Extracts from the Tehran Newspaper “Hagigat,” May 15, 1922. 


(1) Ta Partmiox ov tae Sourn. 


‘Whe British wete disappointed at the failure 
‘ving to the ratification of th 
the arrival in Persia of a Ri 


87. 


and with this end in view commenced. disoussions with Ghawam-ul-Mulk, Sardar Zafar 
aud Sardar Aqdass. ‘The tribes of the south are divided into two groups— 


(@) Those under the artificial influence of Ghawameul-Mulk and Sardar Aqdass 
(the latter during the war rose against Persia and denounced his allegiance). 
‘The tribes under Sardar Aqdass denounced theie allegiance to him during 
the war, and rose against him and against the British, : 

(b.) The Kashgai, Kugilm and Dashti tribes, and the people of Dashtestan and 
other southern cities. 


As wo have reported in previous numbers, the British lave tried’ to make this 
second group join the southern league, ‘They have taken several measures to gain this 
end, and are agitating in the capital against tho latter division in order to fotve thom to 
adopt a friendly attitude towards'the southern leaguo, ally themselves with it, and work 
under the protection of the British. ao? 

Vhose who are acquainted with the situation in Fars are well aware of the 
‘mpracticablity of this plan, and know that most of the people of Fars are opposed to 
tho British, If the Government will ouly muke the slightest effort they ean ensily 
frustrato the plans of these ions. We must of necessity stato that the Government i 
respoosible forthe sueset of te foregr’s plas, We oe how the tribes with Bri 
support take up an attitude hostile to the Government, and plunder snd: devastate the 
villages. ‘Thon if at any time the Government instructs its officials to take punitive 
measures against the tribes, the British consul in official telegrams to the Governmen 
protests against and demands the cessation of repressive: measures against tho tribes, 
Ta realty, owever, she Governineat remaius sllenlly osctive and a tinion actor 
Governor is himself a participator in the plot, Wo must now see whether the Govern- 
ment will oF will not put an end! to’ these plans, which are fatal for the future of 
Porsia: 


(2) 


‘The British cousul at Kermanshab, Mr, Cowan, has sont, through the medium of 
one of the consulate agents, the sum of 1001. to Akbar Shali as a Now Year, presont to 
him from His Majesty King George. Tho notorious Seyed accepted it, ‘Tho influence 
of the British is increasing every day. Thoy-ars preparing misfortunes which will 
como upon the unfortunate people of the west.® Major Greenhouse and Mx, Cowan, 
the British consul, with somo of their agents aro vodulously engaged in intrigue, Ono 
day they are among the Ghol Khani tribes, the next day they aro at Qam-iShirin, and 
the day after they are working among the Kalhor and Koorhan tribes, ‘hey have 

isited the tribes of Kurdestan, have. mot tho representatives of Simko, ‘and havo 
carried on negotiations with Sardar Rashid Kurdostani, Mr, Cowvin has regently gone 
to Kurdestan, and is trying to bring about the allinnce of the Kurdish tribes with 
Simko. A secret meeting tavattain this end will probably be hold in Rawansar or 
Tawanrud. 





| E 7389/7339/84) No. 27. 


Sir P; Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received July 24.) 
Wo. 311) 


My Lord, Tehran, May'29, 1922, 

I HAVE the honout to inform your Lordship that on the 21st February, 1922, 
the Medjliss ratified an Arbitration Treaty botwoen Persia and tho United States’ of 
America, which had been concluded in 1914. 

T beg leave to transmit to your Lordship a copy of that treaty. 

Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


* Fe of West Persia, 
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Enclosure in No. 27. 


Copy of Arbitration Treaty between Persia and the United States of Ameria. 


HIS Imperial Majesty tho Shub of Porsia and’the President of the United States 
of America, beiug desirous to'strengthen the bonds of amity that bind them together 
fand also to advance the cause of general. pedee, have resolved to enter into a treaty for 
that purpose, and to that end have appointed as their plenipotentiaries : 


His Imperial Majesty the Shab of Persia, his Excellency Mirza Hassan Khan 
Vossouh-ed-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affairs; and the President of the United 
cellency Mr, Charles Wells Russell, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of th United States to Persia, who, after having communicated to- 
euch other their respective full powers, found to be in proper form, have agreed tpon 
the following articles : — 
Armicbe 1, 


‘The bigh contracting parties agree that all disputes between them, of every: siature 
whatsoever, which diplomacy shall fail to adjust shall be submitted for investigation 
and report to an International Commission, to be constituted in the manner prescribed 
inthe next succeeding article, and they agree not to declare war or begin eats 
during such investigation and report. 


Anrione 2. 


‘The International Commission shall be composed of five meinbers, to be appointed 
a follows: One tember sliall be chosen from each country by each Government 
thervof, one member shall be chosen by euch Government from'some third country; the 
fifth momber shall be chosen by common agreement between the two Governments, 

‘The expenses of the commission, should the occasion arise, shall be paid by the 
tivo Governments in equal proportion, ‘The International Commission shall be appointed 
Within four months after the exchauye of the ratifioations of this treaty, and vacincies 
shall be filled according to the manner of the original appointment. 


Anniou 3. 


Tn cage the high contracting parties shill have failed to adjust « dispute by 
diplomatic mothods, they shall at once rofer it to the International Commission for 
fuvestigation and seport, The International Commission may, however, agt upon its 
own intiative, end in such caso it shall notify both Governments and request: their 
co-operation in the investigation, 2 

Tho report of the Interntional Commision shall be completed within ane year 
‘after the date‘on which it shall declare its investigation to have begun, unless the high 
contracting parties shall extend tho time by mutual agement, The report shall 
propared in teiplesto; ono copy shal be preseuted to etch, Govern ent, aud the third 
tained by the.commission for its files. ‘lw high contracting parties reserve the right 
to act independently on the subject-matter of the diaputs after the report of the 
commission shall have been submitted, 


Anriche 4. 


‘Tho: present treaty shail be ratified by His Imperial Majesty the Shab of Persia, 
with the approval of the Medjliss thereof, and by the President of the United States 
Of America, by. and with, the advice and consent of Senate thereof, and. the ratification 
shall be exchanged as soon us possible. It shall take effect inmediately after the 
exchange of ratitications, und sball continue in force for a period of five years, aid it 
shall thereafter remain in force until twolve months after one of the high contracting 
parties has given notice to the other of an intention to terminate it. In witness 
Mihereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the presont treaty and have alfixed 
thereunto their seals. 


Done in ‘Tehran on the-8th day of Rabiol-Awal, 1332 (A.H.), corresponding to the 


Ath day of February, 1914. 
VOSSOUGH-ED-DOWLEH. 
CHARLES W, RUSSELL. 
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[E 7822/285/34] Ne, 28. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Batfour-—(Received July 24.) 


(No. 820, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 31, 1922. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith. two copies of 
Tntelligence Summary No, 21 for tho week ending the 27th May, 1922, compiled by 
the military attaché at this Legation. 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 28, 


Intelligence Summary No, 21 for week ending May 27, 1922, 
Gilan, 


1, Referenice paragraph 2 Intelligence Summary No. 8 dated the 28th Fobruary, 
1922, Seyed Jallal escaped from prison in Tehran, and has returned to the jungle in 
Gilan, where he has collected a small following of revolutionaries with a view to starting 
further trouble, i 

Government troops have been sent out from Resht to effect his capture, and have 
had a skirmish with him near Chaman, 3 

2, Dr. Terterian, an Armenian doctor of Resht, who is a prominent member of the 
Dashuaktsakun Party, has been sent under arrest to Kazvin for, working too 
oatentatiously against the Bolsheviks, ‘The Russian vice-consul at Redht has buen 
instrumental in effecting this man’s arrest. 

9. There is considerable local alarm at Enzeli about the mancuyres of the Cabpian 
Fleet, which are taking place this week, These manuvres are being attended by 
&M. Rothstein, who is on bis way to Moscow, and arrived at Enzeli on the 24th May. 

4, Two Russian war-vessols arrived at Enzeli on the 25th May, 


Azerbaijan, 


5. Operations against Sinko.—His: Britannic Majesty's consul at Tabriz confirms 
the opinion formed here that General Habibullah Khan, commanding the Persian forces 
at the front, isafraid to take the offensive against Simko, and, though his concentration 
is practically completo, he shows no signs of taking envrgetio menaures to denl with the 
situation, ‘The War Minister, howover, is impressing on him the necessity for offensive 
action, 

6, Various reports show that there ia considerable discontent amongst both officers 
and rank-and-file of the Government: troops at the front, due mainly to the non-payment 
of arrears of pay due to all ranks. 

7. A number of cases of typhoid have ooourred amongst: the Persian Government 
troops at the front. 

8, Tabriz, His Britannic Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that pro-Kemalist 

ropaganda has increased in the city recently, and that a number of Anatolian Turke 
‘avo been seen in the town chatting with Persian officers, i 


Kazvin, 


9, Hamazasp Avakian, an Armenian, has beet jinted it i 
a aba aaa mm appointed secret servios agent to 


10, Bander-i-Gaz.—Alexander Eri 
consul at Bander-i-Gaz, 


11, Edmund Edmundovitch Kerjanoyski arrived’ from Baku at Bander-i-Gaz on 


jan has been appointed Armenian Soviel 
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the 20th May, witere he will be employed in the Russian Foreign Trade Department 
(Vneshtorg). 

12, A Russian warship anchored off Gumesh Tepe on the 24th May. 

18. Gerassin Gasparovitch Lianozof has been appointed Russian view-consul at 
Bander-i-Gaz, and will leave Tehran to take up his post on the Ist June. 

14. Yunos Khan arrived at Bander-i-Gaz on the 25th May from Tehran, where he 
will bo political assistant to the Russian vice-consul. 


Astarabad. 


15, Three Russians were arrested a few days ago by,the Persian authorities for 
crossing the frontior near Gumesh ‘Tepe unprovided with passports. ‘They were sent to 
‘Astaribad, ond, after examination by ‘the Russian consul, it was settled that they 
should be sont back to Baku. 

16, Weiner, tho Russian consul at Astarabad, has thrown open the grounds of his 
consulate for use by the publi following the lead given by M. Rothstein in Tehran. 

17, Robberies by Turkomans in the district are beeoming more frequent. On the 
14th May a band of Turkomans looted a caravan of eighty-four mules at Quzluq, 
etween Astarabad and/Shahrud, ‘The same day another band looted 1,200 sheep and 
120 horses in the Shuhu district, 

18, Ali Akbar Khun has been appointed Governor of Gambad-i-Kabus. He was 
formerly in the service of the Russian consulate at Astarabad, and also at one tiie an 
émployee in the Russian Bank at Bauder-i-Gaz- He is very pto-Russian, and obtained 
his present post through the influence of M, Weiner. 


Tehran. 


19. M, Rothstein left Tehran on the. 28rd May for Moscowy having ‘been recalled 
urgently by wire. He hus left his wife and family in Tehran, and stated before leaving 
that be will return shortly. 

MM: Osetrof, first scorotary at the Russian Legation, is acting as Chargé d’Affaires 

20. The formation of the new Persian rebinge has not yet been settled. 
s-Sultaneh is now the 
candidate most favoured by the Parliament. .In the meanwhile, Reza Khan, the War 
Minister, continues to conduct the affairs of the country. 

21, The Crown Prince is due at Quraity from Europe on the 29th May, and should 
reach Tehran about the Gth June. 

22, Sit A. 'T, Wilson, managing director of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, will 
arrive at ‘Tehran on the 29th May, 

28, A Persian lady, Qawam Tujjar Khanum, will leave ‘Tehran for Moscow vit 
Envoli/on the 29th May. She is carrying despatches from the Russian Legation for 
the Central Executive Committee in Manion A motor-car will be provided for her by 
the Russian Legation, and) she will be accompanied by an Azerbaijan officer named 
Aslan, who served under Theanullah Khan in 1921 in the Gilan revolutionary army. 

24, Naumof; a wireless operator, arrived at the Russian Legation, Tehran, from 
Russia on the 20th May for duty at the wireless station. 

25, A Russian courier, named Chernof, arrived at Tehran from Moscow on the 
23rd May, He brought despatches and two boxes of gold weighing 70 Ib, in-all, aleo.a 
box of silver weighing 80 Ib. 

26, The Russian Legation has reeeived orders from Moscow that any Red’ army 
soldiers in Persia are to return to Russia for mobilisation. 

27. 6,000 tomans in silver 5-kran pieces arrived at the Russian Legation from 
Baku, vit Enzeli, on the 24th May, 

. The Russian Legation has issued an announcement that it will accept on 
payment private telegroms for despateh by wireless at sender's risk, 

29, Ixtracts from local newspapers are given in the appendices. 

Appendix (A) wives the views expressed by the “Hagiqat,” the newspaper 
subsidised by the Russian Legation, on the present political crisis. 

‘Appendix (By is an outspoken article on M. Rothstein. 

Appendix (C) gives an original proposal for dealing with ‘corrupt Persian Goyern- 
ment officials. 

80, ‘The following military regulations were brought into force from the Ist Hamnal 
22nd March) — 


Shoulder-straps of the field service dress ure to be of the same colour as the 
uniform, ie., khaki. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh has refused the Pren pea and Qawam 
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Officers to wear stars :— 
8rd Naib 
2nd Naib 
Ast Naib 
Sultan... 
Yawar . 


NaibSarhang 
Sarhang 


None, 

1 star, 

2 stars, 

3 stars. 

Yellow border to shoulder-strap and 

1 eight-pointed star, 

The same with 2 cight-pointed stars, 
‘The samo with 8 eight-pointed stars, 


Uniforms for the army are to be:-— 


.) Service, khaki tunic and blue trousers, 
Full dress, black tunic and grey trousers, top boots for all ranks. 
ur caps: Infantry with red tops, cavalry with greon tops, 
Shoulder-straps of cavalry are bordered with green. 


.) Rates of pay for following ranks are:-— 


Tom th, 
2nd Muin Naib Fi ak Stasi 


Ist ” - « + 85, 
Srd. Naib’ : ‘i 145 
2nd ,, . 0 . «BB: 
Ist 5 . a . 65 
‘Sultan “ . ‘ . 90 
Yawar e % a 120, 
Naib-Sarhang ; ; 150 
Sarhang j : 200 
Sartip ‘ , 800, 


Tspahan. 


31, The Minister of War has sent instructions to the military authorities ab 
Tspahian to keop « smart look-out for smuggled opium, ordering sovere punishment to 
bbe given to all offenders. 

2, Yawar Fakir Khan has been appointed Commandant: of the Arabistan force, 
and hias been sent with a party to Mohammerah to raise it, 

_A party of twelve men, including officers, has been sent to Weridan to raiso a 

regiment of 800 men, 

83, It is proposed to raise a force in the lspahan area as follows :— 


2 regiments of infantry, 
sy cavalry, 
1) | i artillery. 


‘Tho present strength of the fspahan garrison is :— 


In the town... Ge ne of 900 men, 
Outside and on roads ... re ae 170 


1,070, 
185 officers, 


Total 


Total... ty on 1,205 


‘The men on tho ronds are to be recalled, anid’ are to be replaced’ by“ Amnich” 
(road guards), Some 2,000 tomans have beon received from Tehran for this purpi 

Ts the above total ft 0vOvmign are trelated ews ayuateotayon cavalry oF about 
240 sabres, but it is improbable that more than half this numbor could be turned out, 


84, On a recont field day (Sth April, 1922) at Ispahin the troops on parade 
vere— 


200 infantry. 
50 cavalry. 
1 battery flatly (four guns) 
1 section mountain artillery (two guns). 
8 Maxima, 
2 Austrian mountain guns (7 om.). 





‘The troops were out for ten hours, covered 20 miles, and finished in fairly good | 
condition. 

Rifles—Troops are armed with rifles of various patterns and with carbines, of 
which there are said to be about 3,000 in the town. Supply of emall-arm ammunition | 
ig therefore a serious problem. ‘The reserve is small. 

Artillery.—One pees (four guns), Austrian pattern, 9 cm. This battery fired 
about twelye rounds at practice on the 9th April, 1922, ab a range of about 2,500 yards. 
‘They were well on their target, The gun crews appeared to be small, and they were 
short of ammunition, 

‘Two Austrian mountain guns (7 om.). 
ammunition for these, 

Machine Guns. 
in Shiraz). 

$5, Press—Articles against the Minister of War have appeared in the “Hayat” 
and the “Shefak-i-Surkh.” ‘The latter: paper accuses’ the Minister of War with 
interfering unlawfully with the liberty of the press, 

36, The officer in charge of the road guards informed His Britannic Majesty's 
consul-general that he despaired of getting « force together oapable of taking over 
control of the rods, ‘The 450 sowars allowed by the Central Goverament for tho 
whole of South Persia could not be raised on the sutn allotted. He proposed to engage 
dismounted men, but the rate of pay is inadequate to tempt recruits. Also dismounted 
men, in his opinion, are useless to track down mounted robbers. 

'87. The chief staff officer, Tspahan division, has received a telegram from the War 
Minister asking for a Tit of pupils who have. passed higher examinations in Ispaban, 
and who show aptitude for Western instruction. ‘This is with a view to finding 
suitable cadets for instruction in France. 

434, The Governor-General of Ispahan, Sirdar Ashjar, in describing to His Britannic 
Majesty's consul-general an interview which he had held-with M, Tartof, the Russian 
consul-general, stated that he had said to M, Tartof that “he thought it only fair to 
warn him that he intended to nip any Bolshevik movement in the bud, and would 
bring a:large number of hig Bakhtiari followers to Ispaban to help him in this task, 
He would ot hesitate to hang three or foo» Tspalianis:in the market-place if’ he caught 
thom sproading Bolshoviam.”” M. Tartof appeared to be impressed by this, but did not 
in any way show bis hand. 

i ‘Nartof writes and speaks English with much fluency, He is eaid to have 
swritton letters in the * Manchester Guardian,” and was formerly a correspondent of the 
“ Russkoe Slovo,” a Moscow newspaper, He talks a little Persian and understands 
8 good deal, He was in North Persia twelve years ago, in what capacity is not 

own, 

39, Anthracite coul of good quality has been discovered in considerable quantities 
two miles from Murcbakor; this mine is considered to offer « good basis for busincas 
dovelopmont. Coal is also to be found ut Kumisheh, but the site is twice as fur away 
as that at Murchakor, 


They are said to have very. little 


‘Three British Maxims (one is on tour with the G.0.C.'s car, now 


M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 


‘Avrexprx (A), 
Betract from Newspaper “Hagigat” (Tehran), dated May 2 


IN commenting on the situation we consider the political crisis in Persia ig due to 
the following causes :— 

1. The notorious Majority Party in the Parliament hos availed itself of its 
opportunity: aud sured ont legal agitations axsinst the Cabinet. This Majority 

farty hina used all. possible meuns to take control of the country and be the powerful 
dictating party. Actuated by the instigation of the foreigners, und receiving instruc- 
tions from the aliens, this incompetent and incapable Majority has intrigued against 
the Cabinet regardless of the fatal results caused to the country: 

2, An important reason for the refusal of Mushir-ed-Dowleh to constitute the 
Cabinet is the interference of Sardar Sepah, the War Minister, in affairs which do not 
concern hin ut all, and his irresponsible actions, He considers the troops are his 
private servants, and illegally interferes in the election of the Premier. He oppresses 
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the people and browbeats thé Prime Minster, Should the Shah insist on the mppoint- 
ment of @ particular man aa the Premier, the people would be annoyed and offended 
with the Shub, whereas Sardar Sepah inerfores in the election of the Premier, despite 
the fact that the law makes no exception between him and others, and has given him 
no special privileges. 

3, Another ‘reason’ for the political crisis is| that the Shah, having no great 
responsibility in the administration of the country, leuves the country, anid God alone 
knows where he ig and what he is doing, He has never done anything to improve the 
conditions of life in Persia by introducing the culture of the civilised world, although 
he has been in Europe a yood many times, 

4, Opposition by foreigners and dispute about: the Northern i ‘Concession, the 
engagement of American advisers, and plane for the construction of railways and other 
coonomio problems are further reasons for the Premier's resignation, 

3, ‘The insurrection of Simko, rumours about: the anti-Government, tribal alliance 
jn the south, and other revolutionary movements are also causes for Mushir-ed-Dowleh's: 
resignation, Attacks made by the newspapers, and agitations carried out by some of 
the political parties, have helped to precipitate the crisis. 


‘The above are the most important. causes of Mushir-ed-Dowleh's resignation, who 
considered himself unuble to cope with the situation and overcome the difficulties. 
‘Although we attacked Mushir-ed-Dowloh, and considered him unable to reform the 
disordered condition of adlairs_and to administrate the. country in a/goud mannony yet 
wo prefer him to Qawam-es-Sultanch and to Vossugh-ed-Dowlel. We are of opinion 
that now moi should be tried and that the old grandes, who have had a good many 
chances and have failed to make uso of their opportunities, should keep aloof and let 
young men administrate the country, 


Avpmxprx (B), 
Extract from Tehran newepaper “ Ighdan." of 24th May, 1922, 


A Short History of the Activities of M. Rothstein from the time of his arrival in 
Persia as Russian Minister to Tehran, 

Rothstein is an iinportant figure amongst the Bolsheviks, Hor the past twenty: 
ears he lias been working for Socialism, fle had imoderate: puliey' in Porsia aid 
lieved that revolutionary propaganda in Persia would be unsuccessful and very 
dangerous, He was of opiiiion that it was very vasy to start revolution in Persia, but 
revolution would cause riots and disorders owing to the country beings destitute of good 
‘and capable leaders to lead such a revolution in Persia, On account of, this. complaints 
were lodged against Rothstein in Moscow by the Baku Government, which believed: a 
revolutionary movement capable of success, ‘The complaints of the: Bucs Government 
may be one of the causes of the summoning, of M, Rothstein from Tebran to/Moscow. 
‘The Russian Minister stated that a revolutionary outbreak in Persia would befollowed 
by « horrible famine and lack of food. He considered it better and more advisable to 
spread Bolshevik’ principles in Persia moderately and gradually, Rothstein has 
reudered good service to the Bolsheviks, He dissipated the bad: opinions about 
Bolsheviks which existed in the country in connection with the alleged atrocities and 
crimes committed by the Bolshovike, more particulurly with the other sex. On the 
whole Rothstein is a well-cultured “and energetic man, When ho first axrived at 
TliranikieoGtally weed shay bs) would ba ‘sloof {rom illegal interference in the 
appointments of Premiers and other officials. But shortly afterwards: he broke his 
worl and interfered in internal polities. When asked to give reasons for, thin he 
‘asserted that he must oppose the British and support those peop e for appointments 
who are anti-British, Mothotein latterly has been intriguing and trying. to, foment 
revolution, He has now been suinmoned to Moscow, and may be Teplnostl by. an 
extremist, whose presence in the country will be dangerous and detrimental to the 
nobles und the landowners, 

‘The British, on the contrary, are very cold:blooded people und carry out their 
plins methodically and in silence. It is due to this that we are overcome by their 
colony-seeking policy, and find ourselves under their infliience, no matter how much we 
try to oppose them, 

_It ig immaterial whether imrigue is carried out: by British or Russians both are 
prejudicial to the interests of the country, 


[1027] a2 
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Appenprx (0), 


Extract from “Shafagh Surkh” (“Red Glitter”) of Tehran of 25th May, 1922. 


A certain man, called Mirzadeh Eshghi, has suggested that the people of Persia 
top work and have a general holiday for five days in every year at the beginning of 
the summer, to collect together and punish the disloyal Government officials sho 
haye been unfaithful to their duties and to their country, This is to be ealled “the 
feast of blood.” During these days people should pin a red flower on their coats and 
come out of their houses and rush to the houses of these unfaithful Government 
officials, whom they will put to death and take their revenge, ‘This is « good remedy 
for improving the social condition of the country. No Government officials then would 
duro to aot unfaithfully and alll would attend to their work, If they committed any 
crimes during the year they would receive due punishment from the people at the 
succeeding “feast of five days of blood.” 





(E 7330/7/34) No, 29. 

Sir P, Loraine to the Harl of Balfour. —(Recvived July 24) 
No. 337.) é 
y Lori, Tehran, June 12, 1922; 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's telegram 
No. 149 of the 8th June, 1922, and to submit the following obsorvations thiereo1 


‘The necessity for oxtreme brevity in tolegraphing, which T have constantly in 
mind, apparently induced undue conciseness of expression in my telegram No. 240 of 
the 4th instant, and I fear that an imperfect idea has thus been conveyed to your 
Lordship of the nature of the transaction therein reported. ‘To telegraph an explanation, 
which would be of little value unless full, would involve great expense, and I therefore: 
hog leave to offer an account of the circumstances by the present despatch, and trust 


that the delay thereby involved will not inconvenience your Lordship. 

‘The instructions communicated to me in Marquess Curzon’s telegrams Nos, 120 
of the 8th May and 126 of the 16th May were, indeed, quite clear, and T have been 
careful, I hope, not to go heyond them, while, however, avoiding the mistake of 


interpreting them go narrowly as to defeat the object whi 
had in view in raising the embargo. 

In effect, these instructions, as [ understand them, were that Marquess Curzon of 
Kedleston wished the Imperial Bank of Persia, in the ordinary way of banking 
business, to make advances to the Persian Government against current revenue at the 
bank’s own risk, and without hypothecation of specific revenues like the oil: royalties. 
And his Lordship’s intention, as I understand it, vas to raise the embargo so far a it 
prevented the Persian Government from temporarily overdrawing its current accounty 

nit not so far as it prevented the Persian Government from mortgaging its permanen¢ 
resources for a long-period loan; and thus to clear the bavk of any charge that it was 
not ‘Acting in accordance with the terms of its concession, 

Th the ordinary way of banking business the Imperial Bank of Persia habitually 
makes advances to the Persian Government against current revenue; but, since the 
only current revenue which has a continuous, assured and incalculable inflow is the 
customs revenue, there has always been an understanding, as between banker and client, 
that every such advance is to be regarded as an overdraft to be adjusted automatically 
‘by in-payments of revenue in general, but by in-payments of customs revenue in 
particular. 

Jn the present instance, for two extraordinary reasons—one of which was that no 
Cabinet ae no Finance Ministry were then in existence, and the other was that the 
amount of the required overdraft was larger than usual, though not in itself excessive 
(te,, equal to about 80,0000.)—the Imperial Bank of Persia in dealing with the War 
Minister, who knew nothing of the established procedure of such transactions, deemed 
it desirable to make perfectly clear to his Excellency that the adyance in question could 
be mado only temporarily. a8 against current revenue, and with automatic repayment 
therefrom in the ordinary banking way ; it being, however, further stipulated, in order 
not to defeat the purpose of the overdraft by a too rapid repayment from revenue, that 
repayment should be spread in equal monthly amounts over a period of five months, 


Tunderstand, his Lordship 
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‘Also, and for the sake of additional clearness, it was agreed that the current surplus 
customs revenue of South Persia (after the current prior charge thereon for the 
services of the recognised British loans had been fully satisfied) plus the cmrent 
customs revenues of Kermanshah, Seistan and Duzdip, all of which revenues are 
ordinarily depositable with the bank, should be deemed available for such repayment. 

Telegraphic brevity being a strict necessity, it. seemed to me that I could probably 
summarise the foregoing somewhat: volumindus desoription of the transaction as an) 
advance on the security of customs revenue; and I hoped that for the full interpretation, 
your Lordabip would assime the careful compliance with your instructions which I 
T desired to imply. q : 

Contrarily to this, had 1 taken upon myself to veto the transaction 9s, in my 
opinion, technically infringing the letter of your Lordabip's instructions, I. should, in 
effect, have prevented the bank, in the peculiar circumstances described, from making 
any. temporary adlvaneo at all, and thereby should not only have made your Lordship's 
authorisation of temporary advances inoperative, but also have placed the bank in an 
exceedingly embarrassing position. 

As it is, the financial aspect of the situation, in respect of the adyance now made, 
is as under : 


‘The total customs revenues above mentioned may be estimated at 340,000 tomans: 
permensem. ‘The current charge for the services of the British loans may be estimated 
at 65,000 tomans (ive, 11,000L) per mensom. ‘The advance or overdraft: in question is 
to be adjusted by five faents sums of 100,000 tomans each, commencing the 
Sth proximo. Hence the account stands thus :— 


(a.) Cnstoms revenue ; 
0.) Charge for service of British loans 
c.) Repayment of overdraft 

(d.) Free surplus reveuue 


$10,000 tomans per mensem, 
65,000 

100,000. 

175,000 


After five months the account would stand thus :— 


(a.) Customs revenue s+ 840,000 tomans por mensein, 
(b.) Charge for service of British loans... 65,000, ff 
(d.) Free surplus revenue 275,000, in 

‘The text of my tolegram No. 219 of the 9th May will no doubt, convince your 
Lordship that I was not unmindful of the claim put forward by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment for the allocation of customs revenue as security for the hitherto wregulated 
indebtedness of the Persian Government, In accordance with your Lordship’s telegram 
under reply T have addressed a written communication on. this subject to the Persian 
Government, copy of which is enclosed herein. ‘The discussions. undertaken with the 
authorised representatives of the Persian Government in regard to the regulation of 
this debt, which were referred to in my telegram No, 177. of the 10th April, were, 
unfortunately interrupted by the fall of Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s Government some six 
weeks ago, and as no other Government has yet been formed, it has been impossible to 
resume thom. = 

Tmay be permitted to add that, in the special circumstances due to the absence of 
any constituted Government, it appeared to me necessary, on the aggumption thatthe 
grant of accommodation by the bank was in accordance with the spirit of your 
Lordship's wishes, to secure special safeguards. for the, subsequent. acknowledgment 
and repayment of any advance, iny experience of Persian resourcefulness in evading 
the payment of their just debts, if tho slightest loophole be visible, having. been very 
vivid in the conrse of the discussions in regard to the unregulated debt. On man} 
Previous occasions the Medjliss has questioned the action of a Government taken wit 
the sanction of Parliament, but Iam unaware of any, instances of the converse. case, 
In the letter to Serdar Sopah, copy of which T_beg leave to enclose herein, I therefore 
requested the sanction of the Medjlias to the piers a. operation in order to obviate 
any subsequent objections as regards its regularity. ‘Tho sanction was obtained, but, 
as usual, not without difficulty, and unless the parliamentary assembly invent a plea 
of having acted under force majeure, I cannot conceive of any grounds on which the 
transaction can be repudiated later on; Bales 

aye, So. 


PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 


Sir P, Loraine to Qawam-es-Sultaneh, 
Your Highness, Tehran, June 11, 199: 

BY a note, dated the 6th February and addressed to his Excellency Hakim-ul- 
‘Mulk, Thad the honour, when urging on the Persian Government the desirability of 
tte ‘no time in assuring the service of Persia's hitherto unregulated indebtedness to 
His Majesty's Government, for which certain customs revenues are claimed by His 
Majesty's Government, as set forth in Mr. Bridgeman’s note of the 16th December last, 
to state that, pending the satisfactory settlement of this question, His Majesty's 
Government would formally oppose the pledging of those revenues to any third partive. 

As your Highness is aware, the Imperial Bank of Persia ‘during the recent Cabinet 
etisis, as an exceptional measure ‘and in order to relieve the pressing financial 
necessities of the Persian Administration, advanced a sum of 500,000 tomans to the 
Minister for War, by the special sanction of the Medjliss, which is to be repaid by 
monthly instalments out of the said customs revenues. 

‘Thus the customs revenues claimed by His Majesty’s Government for the service 
of the debt owing to them have, in fact, been alienated in connection with a transaction 
which, at the pressing roquost of tho Minister for War aud in order to render a service 
to the Persian Government at a moment of stress and emergency, I consented to, 
facilitate, 

Tam directed, howover, to inform your Highness officially that the course followed 
in the present case cannot be regarded as a precedent, and that the claim of His 
Majesty's Government to the cnstoins revenues as security’ for the debt owing to them 
remains unaffected and intact. 

Tam furthermore directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to impress 
on your Highness the urgont necessity of assuring the service of the unregulated debt 
‘at the earliest possible moment, The matter has remained without a solution 
altogether too long, and interest on the debt continues to accumulate to the detriment. 
of the Persian Government. 

Tavail, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
_—— 


Enclosure 2 in No, 29, 


Sir’ P. Loraine to Serdar Sepah 
Mon cher Ministre, fhéran, le 31 mai 1922. 

ADA suite des démarohies que votre Excellence a fait faire concornant la situation 
financidre difficile dans laquelle se trouvent en ce moment les autorités de l'Bmpire eb 
Jo manque total d/argent disponible pour payer les troupes ot autres serviteurs de’ Etat, 
o,, ot vinant uno avance A faire par Ia Banque impériale de Perse gagée sur lee 
Yevonus douaniors, j'ai étndié de concort aveo M. le directeur de ln banque la 
possibilité le donner satisfiction au désir exprimé par votre Excellence. 

Jo dois dire dabord quill n'y w aucun eimpachement & ce que ln banque fasse 
des ayances au Gouverneinent impérial dans le cours ordinaire do ges flares: ln 
difficulté qui se présente ici'c'eat qu'il’ n'y a pas de Gouvernement constitud ence 
moment, et que dos doutes: pourraient etre soulevés plus tard au sujet de la léaulite 
dane opération financidre conclue avec I’Btat persan fin tel moment. 

Hu égard aux pouvoirs spéeiaux que sa Majesté impériale a accordés & votre 
Excellence dans Vintérim et considérant qu’en Vabsence d'un: Gonvernement eonstitive, 
parville opération devrait recovoir approbation des représentants de la nation 
aotuelloment. siégeant dans le Parlement, je suis davis que, dans les citconstances 
spéciales ot pour rendre un service dla nation persane, Vopération voulue pont. étre 
conelue moyennant Ia signature de votre Excellence et ln contre-signature de M. le 
président du Medjliss agissant an nom ot par Vautorisation do l'Assomblée parlementaire, 

Jai fait part de cette opinion & M. le directenr de Ia banque, qui, si vous étes 
accord yoo la manidre We procéder ci-dessus indiquée, se chergera sans doute 
Wexpédier Vatfaire, 

‘Je serais reconnaissant votre Excellence do. prendre-acto de Ia présente lettre, 
ot oll y versa, jo ne le doute point, une nouvelle preuve de dispositions bonnes of 
amicales de la part de cette Légation. 

Veuillez agréer, &. 


PERCY LORAINE, 
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[E 7381/7/24) No. 30, 


Sir P. Loraind to the Earl of Balfour.—(Recaived July 24:) 


(No. 339. Confidential.) 
My Tord, Teliran, June.9, 1922. 

AS result of the further negotiations between the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
and the Standard Oil Company and of the latter’s communications in America with the 
Persian Minister at Washington and Mr, Morgan Shuster, the state of the question of 
the northern oil concession at the moment of Mushir-od-Dowleh’a first resignation about 
@ month ago was that in all matters concerning the British company full satisfaction 
had beew given to the Persian Government's point of view; the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company had, indeed, agreed thas the Sueded On Coinpany should be the sole 
Hominal couesssionnaire, with the right, however, to form a new company in, which 
British interests were adequately sateguarded by’ the company's agreement with, the 
Standard Oil Company. Moreover, the management and exploitation of the concession 
were to remain in American hands, while the original preamble, and with it all montion 
of the Khostaria concession, was to be deleted from tho now concession. On. the 
American side, however, the Standard Oil Company had not agreed to remove, the 
clause whereby it reserved the right to withdraw from the conosasion, and to, which 
the Persian Government had taken excoption, actially, if not quite avovedly on the 
ground that its enforcement would leave, tho. British ‘company in sole possession of 
the enterprise, Mushir-ed-Dovleb’s intention had been to secure the Medliss's approval 
to the concession as modified, but minus the Standard Oil Company, withdrawal clause, 
in tho belief that the Amoriean, company. would not quarrel if confronted by the for 
accompli of the omission of this clause, 

Daring the prolon, 
Company have redoubled 
the elfect of their assiduous, py 
British association and of their 


marticipation in the concern, and have 
such persons as Nosrat-ed-Dowleh and 


rospect and the Qawam hit 
the Bri eres 


y ‘or aly other competent 
& concession outright to 
previous negotiations, ée., null 
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Tt may well be that, except for fresh bothers and complications und a renewal of 
strained relations with the Persian Government, not very much actual harm would be 
done if the Persians did pursue this course, for the Sinclair Company would probably 
be unable to work the concession themselves unless the Standard Oil Company were 
unscrupulous enough to stand in with them, which 1 can hardl 
hypothetical lien.on the southern oil royalties would be removed. However that may 
be, the credit of Persia would reccive another severe shook, and the process of healing 


Anglo-Persian relations would ‘be rudely sot back, However much the Persians may | 


merit both results, neither can, I think, be considered as expedient or useful in the 
Jong rin, 

Ee! attitude retrain foty the ante BH Fah ee srisnlslanerts cates beabeee 
illustrated than’ by the extract from “Iran-Azad,” of which T have the honour to 
enclose a translation herein,® I beg leave likewise to enclose herein a summary of a 
document cireulated privily and anonymously to all the deputies, a copy of which has 
come into my possession. I do nob wish to trouble your Lordship with the whole 
alias sWFich teaver): lengthy one, bubs tio\msaie;panying ue ol etiee 09 
flow the fundamental Ypalovolenes ‘of these mieguited” poople and thelt amasing 
pevtinacity in misrepresontation of the most wilfully mischievous kind, Of course there 
ig not a grain of patriotism in all this; it is merely a vulgar attempt either to make the 
Sinclair Company buy the author's support or, alternatively, induce the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company to buy. off their opposition, 
forty-eight hours to Mr, Fairley that’ 200,000 tomans would. suilice for the last-named 
puxpose—a proposal which Mr, Fairley very properly declined in any circumstances or 
any degree to entertain, i 

T tayo) no; evidence ani regarda tho authorship of: this ciroulan but have lite 
doubt that it omanates from Nosrat-ed-Dowleh's camp, and very likely from his 
Highness’s own pen, I think, however, it leaves no doubt in regard to the 
view. which I have persistently maintained that any concession which failed to 
give the British participators « legal title to their share in the venture would bo 
absolutely worthless, : i 

Tain forwarding copies of this despateh to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad, 

T have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


[E 7982/6/84] No, 81. 

Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received July 24.) 
(oi 40) 
My Tord, Gulhek (Lehran), June 9, 1922. 

IN my tologram No. 241 of the th June I had’ the honour of drawing your 
Lordships attention to the disturbance and rebellious: movements in various places in 
this country, andl I beg leave to transmit herein a despatch from the military attaché 
to this Legation recording @ conversation which he held with the Minister for War 
yesterday morning in order to obtain his Excollency's views in regard to the situation 
which has thus arisen, 

‘The most serious movement is of course that of Ismail Agha Simko, and though 
Serdar Sepah made somewhat light of the recent action at Soujboulakk, there is no doubt 
that the Impérial arms suffered a most unpleasant reverse. 

‘The other movements are rather symptomatic. than deliberately subversive, and 
such disturbances, as your Lordship is well aware, are a by no means unusual 
accompaniment of the spring tribal migrations. This’ hardly applies, however, to the 
Shahisavan ineursion or to the movement in Gilan, both of which are of a rather more 
sorious character, 

If Serdar Sepah’s confidence in his ability to deal seriatim with these yarious 
troubles is well founded all will no doubt be well ; but should some of them attain moro 
serious proportions, or go too loug tinchecked, their cumulative effect may conceivably 
bo suflicient’ to bring about. the downfall of Reza Khan and the collapse of the 
fhissrable régime of which He'is the last remaining pillar 


* Not printod. 


believe, and the § 


Tt has been’ suggested within the last | 
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Such an event might perhaps not be a great historical calamity, but it would'place 
Persia at the mercy of Russia, and, at the best, usher in a new period of great anxioty 
fand probable crisis in Persia. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to the Government of India andi to His 


Thave, &e. \ 
’. PERCY LORAINE. 


Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad. 


Enclosure in No. 31. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine, 


Tehran, June 8, 1922, 
conversation I had this 


Thave, &e. 
M, SAUNDERS, Military Attaché. 


Interview with the War Minister, June 8, 1922. 


1. The War Minister was in a communicative mood, and discussed the various 
centres of disturbance as follows :— 
(a.) Operations against Simako, 
(b.) Disturbance in Lauristan, 
(6) Sayed Jelal's revolutionary movement in Gila 
.) Raids by Curkomans in the Astarabad area. 
(c.) Raids by Shahsavans in the Ardebil area, 


He is of opinion that each of these is entirely a separate concern, and that there 
is no connection one with the other. 


Operations against Simko. 


@ War Minister stated that the disaster at Soujboulak was’ due to the fact 
that Khalu Qurban and the men under him wore practically irregular troops, and they 
showed no fight at all, He was much disappointed at'the result, as the defeat. will 
undoubtedly affect adversoly the moral of his troops at the front, and he realised that 
Simko will gain further adherents from tribesmen, who up to'the present time: have 
eon sitting on the fence. 

‘The War Minister stated that ho had 8,000 men in the Tabriz, area, their northern 
front being on the line Khoi~Tasuj, and the southern at Maragha. He stated that 
ake Urumia is entirely in the hands of tho Goverament troops, wlio are. using tho 
ships on the lake for transporting troops and supplies, Tn. consequence of thie rovorso 
at Soujboulak he had given orders that, 5,000 troops of all arms are to leave ‘ehran 
Smmediately for the front (2,500 have alroady loft). Of these, 2,000 aro to maroh vit 
Kazvin and Zenjan to Tabriz, remainder will go either to Hamadan or Zenjan as the 
situation develops. He has ordered a detachment of 1,000 men to march at once from 
Hamadan on Sainkaleh vid Bijar against Simko's right flank. He states that he dooa 

msider ill be ina position to take the offensive for another month, aud 
that his main blow will be: delivered from the north on Urumia. Ho is anxious’ to 
proceed himself to Tabriz to take command, but, owing to the political situation in 
Tebran, the Crown Prince and members of the Government have requested him not to 
ido so at present. 

He did not appear to be at all ansions about the situation, which he considers 
tho has well’ in hand, though he realises. that Simko is, no mean opponent 

_ He then told me that he had heard that a detachinent from Irak, under British 
flicers, was at Baneh, and that a British officer had penetrated to Sakiz, stating that 
bis source of information was reliable. 1 informed him that Thad received no such 
information, and felt sure that the British authorities in Irak had sent no armed force 
across the Persian frontier into Kurdistan, Aw:he did not seem reassured, I told him 
that 1 would inform His Britannic Majesty's Minister of tho matter, in order that steps 
might be taken at once to verify the report, which I was perfectly gure must be quite 
‘untrue, and another example of hostile propaganda directed against the British. 
[96277 u 
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Disturbance in Luristan, 


3. The War Minister said this did not worry him, though it certainly necessitated 
employing a certain number of regular troops, who might be more usefully employed 
elsewhere, He described the Lurs as having got out of hand, and taken to looting 
and robbing indiseriminately in the area Gulpaigan-Sultanabad-Nehavand-Burujird. 

He/now had about 2,000 regular troops in the area, who should be able to restore 
order at an early date, 


Seyed Jelal’s Revolution in Gilan. 


4, The War Minister stated that he attached great importance to crushing thia 
movement as early as possible, as it is one which might grow quick! 
from: the Holsheviks and especially from the Communists of Baku, He real uomever 
received information from the officer commanding troops in Gilan that Seyed Jelal and 
hig, following were completely smrounded ina small area south-west of the Murdab, 
and that it is hoped that his capture will soon be effected. 


Raids by Turkomans in the Astarabad Area. 


_ 5, The War Minister said that these had got more frequent of late, due chiefly to 
the fact that he had only very poor troops in that area (ex-gendarmes), who would 
not faco the ‘Turkomans. Ho considered that, this was a matter he could deal with 
later, when he could spare a detachment of reliable troops to garrison the district. 
Shaheavans, 

6, He is instructing his commanderin-chief at Tabriz. to take the necessary steps 
to quell this disturbance, 

T asked, him whether he thought that the Shahsavans would work in combination 
with Simko against the Government forces, pointing out that his troops would then 
be in a very awkward position, He said that he did not think such a combination 
would take place, 

7. Serdar Sepah then said that a Cabinet will be formed in a fow days, which will 
enable him to pay more attention to military affairs, as the task he had undertaken 


sineo the fall of the Inst Cabinet had been more than one man could carry out 
eficintl. 
8. 
question to him again after the new Cabinot has taken office. 
Reza Khan's manner was frank and cordial throughout, the interview, and, 


though ho fully realised that) the. genoral military situation had taken a turn for the 
worse, he felt himself fully capable of bringing: matters to a successful conclusion. 


M. SAUNDERS. 





(E 7888/286/34) No, 32. 
Sir P; Loraine to the Barl of Balfour—(Recetved July 24.) 
(No, 344. Semet.) 
iy Lord, Guilhak, June 9, 1922. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship horewith two copies of 


No, 22 for the week ending the 3rd June, 1922, compiled by 


Intelligence Summ: 
li Scunders sil ary at taoh at this egntion! 


Colon 
Thaye, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No, 32. 


Sus Intelligence Summary No. 22 for Week ending June 8, 1922, 
lilan. 
REFERENCE, paragraph 1 of last week’a summary No. 21, the rebel Seyed Jellal 
has a following of cTagt nO armed’ doen CATE ok cue Gaeeioe aE troops have 
deserted: tohim, ‘This is not surprising, a8 many. are recruited locally. 
Seyvil Jellal is. in possession of the villdges of Abater, Tarurab, Ziaben and 
Gurabzalviakh, ulllying slightly to the south-west of the Murdab. 


with assistance [f 


told him that I desired to visit Gilan this month, and he asked me to put the 
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A force of 400 Government troops under the command of Sarhiang Mirza Ali Khan 

operating against the rebels, and on the 24th May had an action at Abater lasting 

@ hours with no success to either side. All motor-boats on thy’ Murdab have been 

quisitioned by the mili authorities for the transport of men and stores actos the 

Murdab. Seyel Jellal and his following are pursuing’ the usual jungle tactics, which 
fare greatly facilitated by the trees being in thick leaf. 

‘Tnformation from various sources shows that Sirdar Muqtaddir of Talish is assisting, 
eyed Jellal. 

o Staoagitha reel morenen inane at present, if not promptly crushed it will 
grow in size and become a serious thorn in the side of the Persian Government, which 
s already fully occupied with disturbances in other provinces. 

aa The naval muconurreo heldliy ie Goat Heat during the past week: off the 
Persian coast caused considerable alarm in the coastal towns, where people are in 
‘constant dread of another Bolsheyik descent. Though the Russian consul at Enzeli 

osted up notices in the town telling people not to be alarmed should they see, the 
seria Bose usher tat evalil eateroe W esamanle| cam usb aeamecede Tse Else 
Customs director at Enzeli, M, Hunin, boing thoroughly frightened, hurriedly removed 
himself and his family to Resht. He was, however, after much persuasion, induced to 
return to his post by His Britannic Majesty's consul, 

8. Dr, Kolinkos, a Viennese by birth, who was for many years correspondent of 
the “ Vossische Zeitung,” left Resht on the Ist May for Tehran. He proposes to make, 
ia tour in Mazanderan, and has a complete photographic outfit with him, 

4. The Russians still refuse to hand over the port of Enzeli to the Persian 
authorities, though two representatives ‘of the Persian Government, have arrived at 
Enzeli purposely to take the port over. Sis 

5. A party of forty of Lahouti Khan's followers (the leader of the recent rebellion 
iat Tabriz) has arrived at Enzeli from Baku. They baye been taken into custody 

vy the police, ‘This was presumably an arrangement between the Persian and the 
ees Soviet Republican Governments. A 

6. M. Rotstein sailed from Enzeli on the 25th May in the warship “ Kars,” 

7. There has recently arrived at Enzeli one Binkevitch as special representative of 
the Yugo-Vostochnie Vieshtorg. He is credited with special instructions direct, from 
Moscow to, place himself and a quantity of merchandise, brought. by him, principally 
sugar and iron, at the disposition of Belgof (the head of Vneshtorg in Persia), but, at 
the same time to submit « report on the working of the Vieshtorg to Mosoow, 

Tt appears that a considerable difference, of opinion, has arisen between Belgof and 
PBinkeviteh, and ibis probable the Yugo-Vostochnie Vneshtorg will set up a separate 
set of offices and carry on business in competition with the Russian Vnestorg. 

An informant states, moreover, that Binkevitch has been commissioned by 
representatives, at the moment at Baku, ofan influential German group, to, report on 
trade possibilities with North Persia, ‘This German group has sont out a lary 
consignment of goods for Persia, which are ut present ab Batoum and consist principally 
jof pharmaceutical requirements, 7 

Binkevitch is described aa being a Jew, very intelligent and pleasant, 

well fete and speaks French well, and is not by any means Communist in 
phis ideas, 

8, One Simeon Davidovitch Gwardjeladze arrived recently in Enzeliias agent of 
the Azerbaijan Republic Auto Transport Company to arrange u motor services ‘for 
transport of goods from Enzeli to Tehran, Four ore lorries are ready in Baku for 
this purpose. “He has made an inspection of the road and returned to Bulk on the 
29th May to report to Engineer Idrim, head of the'A.3,8,R. Auto Transport Company. 

9. “Warship “Storoschewoj” (four funnels, with two torpedo tubes aft) has joined 
the Caspian fleet from the Baltic, She has been newly repaired and equipped, and 
appeared for the first time at Enzeli on’the 26th ay Some of the ships of the 
Sie fleet have been titted with new powerful searchlights, recently received from 

Petrograd, 

10. Three ships, the “D, Miliutin,” “Van,” and Baku," have been leased to a 
company calling itself the Russo-Persiin ‘Transport Company at a. yearly lease of 
three milliard roubles each (about 1801. each). 

11, Reference Intelligence Summary No. 14, dated 8th April, 1922, paragraph 8. 
MeO the removal of the dredger, the state of Enzeli Harbour is becoming critical 
rom the silting up of the bar, 

‘The Russian Water Transport, authorities have recently received 12,000 tomans 
from their head office in Baku for carrying out repairs to the Enzeli breakwater, which 

[96271 pa 
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is breaking ae ‘This does not look as ifthe Russians intend to hand over the port to| 
the Persian: Government. 


12, The Russian consul at Resht, Opresof, officially hoisted the red flag, over his)) 


consulate on the 2nd June, 


Azerbaijan. 


18, Operations against Simko.—A serious reverse to the Government troops toak’ 


pplace at Saojbuluke about the 27th May. 

Seyid Taha. with a band of some 800 Kurds, was looting villages in the neighour- 
hood of Bukan, 30 miles south-east of Saajbulak. He was ied by the Kurds in 
Gecupation of Snojbulak, A force of Government troops, 400 strong, under Qala 
Qurban, who were operating north-east of Sagjbulak, found the town unoccupied and 
‘took possession, ‘The news reached the Kurds under Seyid ‘Taba, and the whole body 
of Kurds returried and retook the town, Qalu Qurban and 200 Government troo| 
were killed, Remaining Government troops retired hurriedly towards Tabriz, vid 
Maragheh, evacuating Mianduab and aleo Sainkaleh, Miandual was later occupied by 
Kards, and the last reports received state that the inhabitants of Maragheh are panic. 
atricken and haye commenced fleeing to Tabriz. Sainkaleh is acer to be in the 
hands of the Kurds, 

‘This reverse has been a seri 
commence his offensive inst Simko. ‘The latter's success will’ doubtless gain him. 
AUNGHer anevente Grom tebe at present neutral, 

‘The War Minister has ordered 5,000 reinforcements to leave Tehran for the front) 
this week, 

14, Ardebil.—Shahsevans have surrounded the town and ‘Stopped all communication’ 
between Sarub and Ardebil. They are also reported to be raiding caravans on tho 
Mianeb-Tabriz road, 

15, Tabriz. —Reference Intelligence Summary No, 10, dated the 11th March, 1922, 


Dr, Pugin left Tabriz on th 15th May by train, for the Caucasus, at the request of the) 
Governor-General of Tabriz, who regards him as a dangerous individial und an) 


inveterate schemer, 


16. The Governor of Tabriz, Musadigh-es-Sultaueh, wired his resignation toy 


Tebran on the 2nd June, 


‘This had not been accepted, and he has been ordered to 
remain in office, 


17, Maku.—The Russian consul at Maku is trying to arrange that the Shahtakti-) 


Bayazid railway ahall be handed back to the Russians in spite of the recent Russo. 
Persian Agroeniont, 

18, A Russian consul for Bayuzid named Maltof, with a staf of seven, pussed 
through Maku a few days ago en route to Bayazid, 


Kazvin, 
19, Ahmed Bey, Turk, a Kemalist agent, left Kazvin on the 28th May for Tabriz, 


20, A detachment, consisting of 60 infantry and three machine grins, left Kazvin 
on the 26th May for Resht to assist in the operations against Seyed Jellal, 


Hamadan, 


21, ‘The Russian Foreign Trade Department has opened an office at Hamadan, the 
local manager being Khushab, who is said not to, be a Bolshevik at heart, but: merel 
doing th’ work to carn @ living. ‘His assistant is a Polish Jew named Sapojznikel, 
a rabid Bolsbevik propagandist, who, under cover of business, is working as a pro- 
pagonda agent. 


Turistan, 
22, Lurs have commenced u series of organised raids in the Burujird area, looting 
villages and individuals indiscriminatel 
howe talda have taken plaob'aa fa 
the east, fs 
‘Phe Wav Minister has'déspatched troops to restore order: 


as Kibavand on the north and Gulpaigan to 


Astarabad. 


23, Raids by bands’ of Turkemans continue, which the detachments of regular 
troops at Astarabad (ex-gendarmes) soem incapable of dealing with. 


is blow to the War Minister, who hoped soon to}, 
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Tehran. 

24. Tt appears probable that Kawam-ee-Sultanch will assume the Premiership, and 
it is expected that a new Cabinet will be formed next week. 

25. Reference paragraph 6 of my Intelligence Summary No. 19, dated the 
18th May, the eect Persian army cadets to France has been postponed, 
probably owing to lack of funds, * : 

26, A diplomatic courier for the Russian Legation, named Koutof, arrived at 
‘Tehran from Moscow on the 28th May, 


Arabistan. 
27, His Britannic. Majesty's resident ab Bushire reported on the 1at June that 
4 Mojor Hassan Khan had arrived at Shushter with instructions to enrol sixty eowars 
pending the formation of a military garrison in Arabistan, 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieut.-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 


————— eee 
[1B 7885/471/84] No, 33. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Rarl of Balfour-—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 347.) 
My Lord, Guthek, June 10, 1922, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with reference to Marquess 
Curzon’s despatch No, 124 of the 13th April last, copies of the note which T addressed 
tothe Persian Government, communicuting the agreement, in principle and on cortain 
conditions, of His Majesty's Government to the aurrender or abolition of tho Indian 
post offices in South Persia, 

Talso enclose copy of a letter to my French, Belgian, Italian and United States 
colleagues, communicating to them copies of this note for their information, 


ve, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 
Sir P. Loraine to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


‘Your Highness, Teliran, May 22, 1922, 

Y my note of the 17th March I had the honour of informing his Excellency 
Hakim-ul-Mulk, Minister for Moreign Affairs, that His Majesty's Government had) beon 
punctually und fully informed of the desires expressed by the Persian Government, in 
regard to the Southern post offices, and of their proporale, for dealing. with that 
question ; I further observed that, having regard to the necessity of consulting soveral 
different and widely-separated Administrations, an immediate decision could not bo 
expected, but that everything possible was being done to secure one at’ an early 
moment. I am glad to Say that the exchange of views on these complicated matters 
had been concluded, and that Tam now in a position to acquaint your Highnoas with 
the attitude of His Majesty's Government, 

As your Highness is well awaro, the post offices in the Gulf Ports hitherto worked 
by the Indian Postal Administration have the sanction of time to justify theit operation, 
some, indeed, having been in existence for over fifty years. They wore the pioneers of 
the postal service in Persia, they have maintained the services entrusted to them at ‘a 
high level of efficiency, at no cost to. the Persian Government or taxpayer, but at a 
Joss to the Indian Administration, while the sea-borne mail to and from Persia have 
been carried in British shipping free of all charge to the Persian community. Your 
Highness and every reasonable man will comprehend from these few leading facts that 
these post offices have rendered an inestimable service to Versi, to her inhabitants and 
to her trade, as well as to the foreign residents on her soil. 

io iis being the ease, your Highness will readily realise the deep anziety felt by 
His Majesty's Government that whatever postal administration replaces tho exist 
one should provide adequate and durable guarantees that tho worvicos hitherto rendered 
shall continue to be performed in the future with the same punctuality, the same 
regularity and the same efficiency as heretofore. Were such anxiety a purely Britiah 
concern, Eshould not bring it to your notiea so prominently, but'T do so because the 
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matter is one which closely and vitally affects the daily needs of Persia and of each one | 


of herinhabitants, whether official, private or engaged in commerce or industry ; for it 
is a well-known and universally accepted fact that a good postal service is an 
indispensable element in the progress of any nation, and that an inferior one is a very 
grave hindrance to its proper development. 


‘Thave therefore beon, directed to inform the Imperial Persian Government that | 


His Majesty's Government agree in principle to the abolition or transfer to the Imperial 
Postal Administration of th post offices in question, provided that the Persian Govern- 
ment will give me an assurance that it is their settled! purpose to maintain, under the | 
supervision of an European or American Director-General of Posts, a postal service 
equally efficient and comprehensive as that hitherto provided by the British Indian 
offices. I trust that. your Highness, fully appreciating the friendly consideration which 
has prompted the decision of His Majesty's Government now communicated and their 
earnest desi 
permanency in the Persian postal sorvice in the changed circumstances, will be willing 
to give me, in the name of the Imperial Persian Government, the required assurance, 
in which case Tam anthorised to arrange with the Imperial’ Government for the 
assembly of a joint commission of experts at Bushire, representative of the Persian, 
Indian and Irak Postal Administrations, to disouss and settle the procedure to be followed 
for the surrender of the post offices, and also to acquaint you with certain matters 
of detail in connection with this procedure to which the Government of India wish me 
to draw your special attention. : 
Tavail, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 33. 


Sir P, Loraine to the French, Belgian, Italian and United States Representatives 
at Tehran. 
Péhéran, We 26 mai 1922 

VOUS n’ignoroz sans doute pas que depuis quelque temps le Gouvernement 
persan demande la suppression ou Ia vemise- l'administration postale persane des 
bureaux de poste qui fonctionnent actuellement dans la Perse méridionale sous les 
administrations postales de l'Inde britannique et de 'irak. 

Le Gouvernement de sa Majesté britannique, apris uno étude approfondie de cette 
question compliquée et: apr’s un’ échange de vies entre les administrations intéressées, 
apris la décision de donner satisfaction & cotte demande. J'ai Vhonneur de vous faire 
parvenit, & titte do renscignement, la copie ci-jointe d'une note viens @adressor 
au Gonveniement porsan, dordre dg mon Gouvernement, lui annongant cette | 
Aaécision 

La décision comporte copendant deux réserves, qui sont diciées non pas 
soulement par les intérdis britanniques, mais aussi bien par les intéréts des Etats 
‘ayant des rapport suivis avec la Porse et, hien entondu, de ceux qui sont inembres de 
V'Union.postale universelle : 

Ta premidre réserve comporte une assurance & donner par le Gouvernement 
fmpérial quiil a la ferme intention de maintenir, sous la surveillance d’un Directeur 
‘général des Postes, soit européen soit américain, tn sorvice postal tout aussi complet et 
tout aussi régulier quo celui jusqu'ict assuré par les bureaux indiens. 

La deuxidne réserve comporte Pengagement de négociations entre des repré- 
sentants des trois administrations postales intéressées, chargés de réglor les questions 
do détail technique, surtout en ce qui concerne. le maintien de certains services 
spéclaux jusqu’aujonrd’hui agsurés par les bureaux indiens, mais que V'administration 
‘persane n'a pis encore ét6 A méme d/assumer. 


Trespdre que ces indications, jointes & celles que vous lirez dans le texte de la note 
ci-jointe, vous permettront Wappiécier toute Vimportance de ces deux réserves, et 
surtout de la premidre, Point n'est besoin d'insister sur la nécessité absolue, aussi bien 
duns Vintérét du commerce que des résidents étrangers, de voir maintenir au méme 
niveau d'excellence que sous Ia direction générale de M. Camille Molitor le service 
postal jusqu'ici assuré par les bureaux indiens, et vous partagerez sans doute avis de 
mon Gouvernement que, dans les circonstancer actuelles, soule Ia permanence d'une 
aireation générale eurdpJonne on américaine ‘présente Ia garantie, nécessaire: & 
‘cet effet. : 


es 


fe to ensure, in the best interests of Persia herself, continuity and | 


E 7818/7/24) 
Mr. Chilton to the Earl of Balfour—(Received July 24.) 


No, 34. 


(No. 836. Confidential.) Z 
My Lord, Washington, July 12, 1922, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 288 of the 7th July, Thave the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the first Secretary of His Majesty's Embassy has been 
informed privately by the State Department that Mr. Millspangh, if he proceeds to 
‘Tehran, is anxious to work in complete, harmony with His Majesty's Legation, and, 
indeed, reulises that the success of his mission must depend lurgely on stich co-operation, 
He has no political interests to serve, and, if ultimately appointed, will proceed with 
the sole idea of doing all in his power to reorganise Persian finances. 

As soon as the negotiations with the Persian Minister are sufficiently advanced, I 
hope to arrange an interview with Mr. Millspaugh, I gather that at tho prosent 
moment there is a good prospect that these negotiations will be brought to a successful 
conclusion. 

Thave, ée. 
H. G. CHILTON. 





[E 7944/1002/34) No, 85. 


Mr, Hodgson to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received July 24,) 


‘No, 500. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ; Moscow, July 16, 1922, 

IN conformity with instructions conveyed in Mr, Lanoolot Oliphunt's, despatch 
No. 488 of the 18th May, I haye endeavoured to keep in touch with the negotiations 
Proceeding between Tagi-Zudeh and the Russian Government, 

Trecently hada conversation with Taqi-Zadeh and Hussein Khan Manshur, in the 
course of which I learnt that these negotiations are not proceeding sitistnctorily, 
Persia remains a tourgeois country, while Russin maintains to machinory. of socialisa- 
tion; the Russiaus detand that the officials of their Commissariat. for Foreign Trade 
have the sole right to import und export, goods, and expect Persia to continue to trade 
on individuslistie lines, ; 

. Difficulties have marked commercial relations between Persia and Russia ever 
since nationalisation of foreign trade in this country. When the Russian forces 
withdrew from Resht they sacked and destroyed all’ the towns on their route, and 
saused widespread ruin. ‘They left. representatives of ** Vneshton the various 
commercial centres to trade ae the Persian local producers, and give them, in return, 
articles of Russian manufacture, Forty million gold roubles were said to be at their 
‘disposal for this trade, but experience has shown that the “ Vueshtorg” officials had, in 
fact, little or no money, and that they, were only prepared to purchase goods on an 

ms and conditions as to’make trade out of the question, 

per cent, of the import and export trade of Persia was with 


to nothing, 
1 subject of 


s ji-Zadleh mentioned, as an instance, the fact that tho Russians are offerin to exchange one pood of 
ecosene for ane pond. of righ ‘Thay ag allo ating pen conditions a ua railiey oh yoicatrial 
‘ersian merchants are unaccustomed, and with which ‘they find it impossible to comply. 
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Sir Perey Loraine’s estimate of Taqi-Zadeh seems to be justified; he seems zealous 
and honest, but, I think, stupid. Hussein Khin Mansbur, on the other hand, appears 
intelligent. and capable, ' He is strongly opposed to Bolshevik: ideas and contemptuous 
of the present Administration. I have not had an opportunity of dealing with him 
apnet from Taqi-Zadeb, and T think itis unlikely that auch an opportunity will present 
itself. 
Thave, &, 

R. M. HODGSON. 





[B 7972/7872/84) No: 36. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Barl of Balfour.—(Received July 25.) 
ne 282.) 


Tele, ae R 
IR P. COX'S telegram No, 202 of 1920: 
‘Prime Minister informs me privately that under late Cabinet Toumaniantz applied 
for concession for Decauville railway in neighbourhood. of Tehran. Application was 
submitted to Medjliss, who have not yet notified decision. 


Tehran, July 24, 1922, 





[B 7308/6/34) No. 87. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Harl of Balfour.—(Recetved July 25.) 
No, 285.) 


(Tele; ene) R. Tehran, July 24, 1922. 
Be ‘ME MINISTER, 1 now learn, represented to Minister of War and Cabinet 


that during interview with myself, reported in my telegram: No, 279, he altogether 
overcame my objections to despatch of troops to Arabistan, and instructions have been 
sent to troops to continue their march, His Highness’s language produced no such 
ofleot on me nor did I say anything which could conceivably be interpreted in that 
wens, In an endeavour to clear matter up, I had interview with his Highness aud 
Minister of War this morning, Net result is that they-will not recall troops or suspend. 
their progress; but they give me assurances that neither Sheikh nor his interests or 
those of Anglo-Persian Oil Company would be interfered with or threatened in the 
slightest degree by these 200 troops of acting Governor's bodyguard. T have made it 
quite clear that my views had not changed, that'step was taken in spite of my insistent 
advice and merely added that I should report circumstances to you. I reproached his 
Highness keenly with his deplorable lack of frankness in this matter, 
(Repeated to Bushire, No, 168 ; sext to India.) 


[E 7030/7/34) No, 88. 


The Earl of Balfour to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


No. 273.) 
in, Foreign Office, July 25, 1992. 

WITH roference to your telegrams Nos. 273 and 274 of the 16th July and the 
reply which I xeturned in'my telegram No. 181 of the 22nd July, | think it desirable 
to deal in some detail with the question of Persia's indebtedness to His Majesty’ 
Government for your general guidance. 

2. In view of the repeated instructions sent to yon to press the Persian Govern- 
snent to place our floating advances on a satisfactory footing, itis quite natural that 
you should have sought for a way to arrive at some compromise with the Persian 
Government in order to attain the objects aimed at, Tnote with satisfaction from your 
telogram No. 274 that during the course of your negotiations with Persian Ministers 
yout have not receded from the position originully taken up regarding our claims, 
hecanise though His Majesty's Government desire to obtain the Persian Government's 
acceptance of these claims and to induce them to get aside some of their resources 
for the payment of interest and sinking fund, there is no urgent need, from a 
politi! point of view, of having this matter settled by way of a compromise, and L 

ve therefore telograplied to you that no concession can be made at this stage. 
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8. The Persian Government are not showing any disposition to adopt a reasonable 
attitude. towards His Majesty's Government, who still, continue to receive evidence of 
am intention to disregard the legitimate interests of Great Britain in Persia. As 
instances I would cite :-— 


(a.) Negotiations with the French for wireless telegraphy ; 

(b.) Unfriendly attitude as to British post offices and telegraph lines; 

(ci) Attempt to buy war-vessols for the Caspian in Germany 5 

(d.) Activity of Persian representative at Angora; 

c.) Differentiation between the oustoms treatment of British aud Russian imports 
to our detriment ; 

(7) Uniriendly attitude towards us in Trak; 

(.) Complaints against presenco of our small garrisons in the Persian Gulf; 

(1) Threat to send troops to coerce the Sheth of Mohaminerah 

i.) Revival of claim to Bahrein ; 

and many other similar instances. 

Until I see some definite proof of a change of attitude on the part of the 
Persian Government, I must request, you to continuo to pross for a full settlement of our 
claims op the basis of the enclosure in my despatch No, 358 of the 14th December, 1921. 

5, Dealing seriatim with the various points in your two telegrams, I havo to mako 
the following observations -— 


(b.) The claim of 572,5181, 7s. 4d, represents the British half of the so-called 
“moratorium” advances by Great Britain and Russia, which wore called suspension 
of the services of the British and Russian loans.” You will see from Sir C. Marling’s 
despatch No, 130 of the 21st October, 1915, that “this suspension, to which the 
Persian Government have attached tho absurd namo of ' moratorium, is of course in 
reality nothing else than a monthly subvention from the: two Governmontai”” ‘Tho 
Persian Goverament’s suggestion, therefore, that “ tho share repayable, to Great Britain 
and Russia should be in proportion to the total debt, owing to each rospoctively by. tho 
Persian Government at the time,” though no doubt ingenious, is quite unacceptable 
and should be rejected accordingly, ‘The British claim is for the moiety advanced by 
Hig Majesty’s Government, who are not concerned at this moment with tho, Russian 
moiety, As to the Persian Government's wish to:repay this sterling advance in krans, 
a considerable loss would thereby bo entailed to the British Exchequer, and I um not 
Propared to recommend this courso to His Majesty's Treasury. 

(c:) As I have stated in my telegram No. 181 of the 22nd instant, the sum of 
131,147 11a, was advanced to the Persian Government qs a first instalment, of tho 
Joan contemplated under tho Anglo-Persian Agrooment of 1919, and we hold the 
formal receipt of the Persian Minister of Minance, as reported in Sit P, Cox's telogram 
No, 546 of the 16th August, 1919, In these circumstances His Majesty's Government 
cannot enter into ‘any discussion with tho present, Persian Cabinet.as to the mannor in 
which the money was spent, and, basing themselves apon the official recognition of 
the debt by the Minister of Finance in office in 1919, thoy must hold tho. Porsian 
Government solely responsible for this debt. 

(d,) The Persian Government aro at liberty to investigate the accounts of the 
former Governor-General of Furs His Highness Farman Fatma) if they susp that 
he exceotled his powers or.ewbezaled public mouey, but His Majesty's Govornmont 
must maintain the claim in full, 1 would’ point ont. that, althouglt th accounts were 
sent by your predecessor to the Porsian Government at the time, no objections to it 
have been raised, so far as Iam aware, up to the present. 

(c) As stated in your telegram No. 274, this claim of 108,315,315. kraus, for 
monthly advances of 3,500,000 krans ig by far the largest item on the list. ‘The 
Persian Government have no justification whatever for their suggestion’ that, these 
advances should be regarded as a subsidy, nor was there any intention a0 to treat 
them if the Anglo-Persian Agreement had Been carried ont. ‘The documents exchangod 

vith the Persian’ Government in 1918 formed the enclosures in Sir P. Cox's dospatoli 
No. (69 of the 27th October, 1918, und it will be seen that ‘the répayment of these 
advances by the Persian Goverment will be determined by tho two Governments on 
the basis of the arrangements of October 1915.” ‘The arrangements of 1915 aro those 
Telered to above under clause (2), Thie claim must therefore be maintained io full 
and you should insist on its absolute validity. 

.) The above remarks apply with equal force to this claim for the repayment of 
‘our monthly advances of 1,000,000 krans for the maintenance of the Cossack division, 
from August 1919 to May 1920. 

(9627) t 











58 


8. It is quite conceivable that, with the advent of American financial advisers, the 
Persian Government may at some future date seek to obtain a large loan from American 
Sources with which to pay off their indebtedness to His Majesty's Government, and I 
would therefore prefer to come to a general settlement with the Persian Government 
by which a definite monthly suni is set aside for the payment of interest and sinking 
fund on their general debt tous before the American advisers reach Persia. 

With these general considerations before you and the desirability of using these 
claims as a lever with which to bring pressure upon the Persian Government to improve 
their present unsatisfactory attitude towards us, am content to leave to your discretion 
the adoption of such measures as you think best calculated to achieve the general 
results which | have in view. 

Tam, &. 
BALFOUR. 





[EB 7260/6/84) No. 39. 

The Barl of Balfour to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

(No. 187.) 

‘elegraphic,) Foreign Offe, July 27,1022. 
OUR telegrams Nos, 278, 279 and 280 of 20th July, 22nd July and 22nd July 

‘respectively : Arabistan, 

If, as appears from your telegram No. 55 of the 7th June to Government of India, 
Sheikh is at any rate disposed to settle Persian Government's legitimate claims against 
him, Wwe must certainly carry out obligations in our various undertakings to him, 
particularly that of 14th’ November, 1914, 

Point 2in your telegram No. 278 must on no account commit ns to embarrassing 
obligations towards Bakhtiaris, which is to be apprehended should force be used even if 
only in last resort (see your telegram No. 280, paragraph 1). 

You may employ’ all your efforts: to induc Persian Government to abandon 


intention’ as regards Southern Arabistan, though there is little reason to object to 
despatch of whint is little more than glorified bodyguard to Disful or Shuster, 
Cuptain Peol shares this view, é 

You tay add, if necessary, thatshould Persian Government persist in pursuing 
course which they know is strongly resouted by you and His Majesty's Government, 


they must not be surprised if such action reacts on our good relations, Any unwarranted 
interforence on their part with Sheikh’ may render jt necessary for His) Majesty's 
Government to reconsider presont attitude and to adopt such measures as may 
necessary to support hii, : 

(Repeated to India, 





[E 7504/70/34) No. 40. 


Poraian Railways Syndicate (Limited) to Foreign Oice—(Received July 20.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, July 28, 1922. 

WE are desired by our directors to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
27th ultimo, Our agents in ‘Tehran have now been instructed to furnish the American 
Minister with a copy of the concessions for the Mohammerah—Khoramabad and 
KhanikinTehran railways, and to inform him that thia syndicate will be glad to 
consider sy proposal trom a responsible American firm or group for American 
co-operation in finanoing the construction of these lines. 

Our directors have again noted the wishes of His Majesty's Government regarding 
the ligament of the Khanikin-Tehran line, 

ave, bo, 


We hi 
(For R, G, Shaw and Co., Secretaries), 
EH. iG. 
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[E 7778/1002/34) No. 41. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Rocoived August 5) 
‘legraphic. 
i EY telegram No. 289. 
I propose to reply that Persian Government's answer cannot be regarded as 
isfactory, that we mist claim consideration of our views previous to any revision of 
in equal degree with that to be granted to any other Power, and that, pending, 
Such revision, differential treatment must at once) ceaso and request reply within 
even days. 
Do you approve ? 


Tehran, August 4, 1922. 





(E 7782/7/34] No. 42. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received August 6.) 


Tehran, August 5, 1922. 
‘of my conversations with represoutatives of Persian Goyerument have now 
en divulged in Tehran newspaper which has evidently had acgess even to procks- 
erbaus of our meetings, 

Tam accordingly sending official note to Persian Government protesting: against 
Miabeusicot saerlanaotrith capita say, ii esaeemanman anu earnest 
rid coutvunal aerate tad sere aan MET a le Ee 
Majesty's Government “are unable to find, in arguments adduced by Persian Govern- 
nent, any grounds for abatement, or abandonment” of any of claiuns and adding: that 
II hope shortly to present otlier olaims for military supplies, &o, 


E 7783/7/34) No. 43. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Recoived August 6.) 
No, 293.) G i 
elographic.) 
‘OUR telegram No; 181. aii Rabe f 

[Group undecypherable] any change in political orientation of present Persian 
jovernment, 

In view of note referred to in my immodiately~proceding telogram, I uxpoot 
Persian Government will merely let matter slide and bank on American advisers 
bxtricating them. I should haye preferred settling matter before latter arrive, but as 

is Majesty's Government, are uncompromising I do not consider this is possible, for I 
presume His Majesty’s Government do not contemplate time-limit. ultimatum which, 
besides. being practically impossible, to enforce, might bring about virtual rupture 
pf relations, 

; Tn the circumstances could any action be taken with State’ Department, 
Washington, to plice American adviser in possession of full particulars in the hope 


Tehran, August 5, 1922, 


, to s 
hate ail deal with the trator promptly ouvarrival? 





E 7988/6/34] No. 44. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

No. 193, 
‘elegraphic,) Foreign Ogee August 9, 1922, 

ANGLO-PERSIAN Oil Company have heard from Dr, See at Shalil, 
Kuhgulus attacked 400 troops, 7 officers, 1 mounted gun aud 5 machine guns on the 
ay to Arabistan and killed 40, looting all arms and equipment, Government troops 
then returned north, 

Have you confirmotion ? i 4 

Proximity of this to oil wells is disconcorting. You should continue to urge 
Riscretion and forbearance on Minister of War. 





9627) 
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[IE 7956/6/24) No. 46. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 10.) 
(No. 26.) 
(Pelegeaphic) 

‘OUR telegram No, 187. 

1, [am facilitating, so far as I discrestly can, settlement of Sheikh’s accounts 
with Persian Government, Oral assurances given me by Persian Government as 
regards Arabistan detachment are satisfactory, but I place little faith in them, and 
Trve ioe’ tha Sheilth should endeavour to secure them in writing. 

2, Tehran khang themselves suggest using force and I deprecate the idea; I am 
pretty certain there was no misunderstanding atthe time, but i have since made it 
abundantly. plain to them that we could accept no extravagance in the matter, 
Bakhtiari do not want open quarrel with Persian Government, though they are very 
apprehensive of a scheme to destroy their power, 

8, If Persian Government succeed in lodging a force in Arabistan no assurances 

iven to me would deter them from converting it by reinforcement or local recruitment 
into an aviny of occupation at any moment they thought convenient, I therefore felt 
‘only sound course was to oppose thin edge of the wedge as resolutely as possible. ‘The 
fact that 1 opposed initial project places me in a stronger position for opposing any 
xtension of 1 ‘This question sebins to) me'to Tea to root of our abe 
in south, 

4, As T understand this has been communicated to Persian Minister by 
Mr, Oliphant, T think best to keep it for use in any further developments, 


Tehran, August 9, 1922. 


[B 7906/7/34) No, 48. 


‘Tho Marquess Ourson of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No, 194.) 
elographia) 


Foreign Office, August 10, 1922. 
‘OUR telegram No, 261 of 28th June. Linh J 


Standard Oil Com pEEY ‘are consideri ag raising offer of Ioan to 10,000,000 dollars, 
i 


and hope thereby to 
ofler. 

We have also agreed to request of Imperial Bank of Persia for approval of their 
‘advancing 80,0001, to Persian Government secured on outstanding royalties. 


tain concession. 





[B 7788/7/34) No, 47. 


Tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 


(No, 197.), 
(Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, August 11, 1922. 
‘OUR telegrams Nos. 292 and 298 of 5th August: Claims of His Majesty's 

Government against Rersian Government, 

T approve your action in first telogran 

‘There is no need for time-limit ultimatum, and yon should continue when 
opportime to press matter. 

Objection to raising subject with American adviser before his arrival in ‘Tehran 
is the tisk of rendering him suspicious of justice of our case. It would be better to 
allow your United States colleague to convines him on the spot. 


[1B 8002/1002/84) No.: 48. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received August 12.) 


(No. 298.) 

(Zelegraphic.) R. Tehran, August 11, 1982, 
Ks ‘a result ‘of informal conversations, Persian Government intend to cancel note 

referred to in my telegram No, 289 and to substitute another, clearly intimating that 

His Majesty's Legation will be consulted before revised tariff is adopted. 





Mout. aleo of Genoa Agreement. 


is Majesty's Government agree to increased 
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'E 6576/6/34] No. 49. 

‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
Toga ) Foreign Office, August 12, 1922. 
(Telegraphic. oreign Office, August 12, 1922. 

YOUR telegram No, 264 of 2nd July: Bolshevik propaganda, 

Continued Bolshevik propaganda in Porsia is not only violation of trade agreement, 
Representations at Moscow, however, would not be 
likely to meet with more success than those made last year. 

‘In these cireumstanees propaganda ean best be countered at Tehran, if anyyhere. 





QE 8042/7/24] 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Qurzon of Kedleston.—(Revetved August 14.) 


No. 50. 


(No. 300. Most Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic) Teliran, Auguet 13, 1922. 
TP HAVE received from a very confidential source text of Standard Oil Company's 
proposals for northern concession as telegraphed to, Perrian Govetviment; Proposals 
‘no mention of loan, but allude to undefined rights of railway construction as) well 


(Sent to India.) 





No. 51. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Barl of Balfoiir.—(Received August 10.) 


United States and Italian colleagues and I have addressed to the Persian Governtnont 
6n the subject of the payment by our nationals of municipal taxes and road tolls, 

‘The note was originally drafted by the Belgian Minister, but his draft, did not 
appear to me to make quite élearly enough the point conoorning the meoessity for a 
‘uniform municipal law. ‘The ee inister ihe with me, and redrafted’ the 

in question, and the revised text was accepted. A 
Pilstfurther delay’ was occasioned by the departure of the United ‘States: Changs 
dAffaires and the assumption of his duties by the new United States Minister, and it) 
was only on the 12th June that I received the text for signature. 
Thave, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 51. 
Collective Note to the Persian Government. 


LA question du payemont par les sujets étrangers des taxes établies par Tes 
Tmvnicipalilée a fait, depuis. quelque temps ae Tobjet déchanges de yuo entre le 
Ministro imperial dos Affaires Gtrangbres et le diverses Légations ' 

Désireux de trouver une solution équitable A ootte, question, leurs Txcellences les 
Ministres de Grande-Bretagne, de France et. des Etats-Unis, ainsi.que M. le Chargé 
@' Affaires d'Ttalie, se sont mis «accord ayeo M. le Doyen du. Corps diplomatique pour 
Yexaminer dans lesprit le plus coneiliant. ; 
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Dans cet examen, il résulte quil y a lieu de distinguer dans cette demande deux 
points essontiels : 
1, Le respect des taxes des traités en co qui concerne Vmportation des 
murchandises de provenance étrangére ; ace 
2, Viuniformité Iégale des taxes que pourraient décréter les niunicipalités et les 
garanties dans leur application. 


En considérant In premidre de ces distinctions, les représentants des Puissances 
ci-dessus mentionnées ont estimé qu’il leur était absolument impossible d’admettre 
‘aucune taxe contrevenant directement aux textes des traités, Or, les tarifs décrétés 
par led municipalites, qui prévoient que les marchandises étrangtres auront & acquitter 
tn droit’ Jour entrée sur le territoire municipal, contreviennent & ces textes, 

Coux-ci stipulent, en effet, que les marchandises importées de V'étranger ayant, & 
Jour entrée en Perse, pays les droits de douane régulitrement établis ne seront soumises 
enaute hla perception daueun droit. Nulle taxe exceptionnelle ne pourra done étre 
réclainés, Lies marchandises importées de I'étranger, aprés avoir acquitté les droits 
entrée, doivent, dans ces conditions, pouvoir Gtre trausportées librement A V'intétieur 
du pays jusqu’h leur destination sans quaucune municipalité ait le droit d'intervenir et 
Gexigor des taxes affectunt le transport de ces marchandises, ; 

principe poss, ot lee sousnde che de aio, ne doutent pas quill soit 
reconnu juste par le Gouvernement impérial, la prétention des municipalités, soumise 
Tour approbation par le Ministdre des Affaires dtrangdres, de faire payer par les étrangers 
cortaines taxes dont ils avaiont été jusqu’ici exemptés pourtait ensuite etre favorable- 
ment examinge, suus la réserve que eotte question ferait, Yobjet d'une entente, préalable 
entry les gations intéreasées ot le Gouvernement impéral, et uprds qu'une Joi uniforms 
sur les municipalites aurait été votée par le Medjliss. 

Tn co qui concarna les taxes, dites “do voirie,” établies par les municipalités sur la 

rine de dispositions législatives, elles pourraient étre soumises au. payement 
dos sujots étrangers sous ln garantie quielles seraient. intégralement appliquées. 
Vontretien et & Vamslioration d'un service municipal organiaé, 

‘Das que le Gouvernement impérial aura bien voulu se mottre d'accon! avec eux sur 
ces principes, les chef’ de miasions soussignéa auront soin de signaler  V'approbation de 
Tours Gouvernements respoctifi les conditions dans lesquelles des inodifications pourraient 
dtre apportées au régime exinant jusqu’d présant en matidre de payement de:taxes par 
les rossortissants dtrangers, 

Porsuadés quo leur désir de faire admettre, d'une fagon équitable, des modifications 
sera compris du Gouvernement persan, ils sont convaincus qu'il y répondra favorablement 
de manidre d fuciliter leur thoho. 


Téhéran, le 14 juin 1922. 


[ib 8278/286/84) No, 62. 
Sin P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received August 21.) 


(No. 368, Secret.) 
iy Lord, Tohran, June 17, 1922. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intel 
Suumary No, 23 forthe week ending the 10th June, 1922, compiled by the military 
attaché at this Legation. nt 

ave, & 


iC. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 52, 


: Intelligence Summary No. 23 for Week ending June 10, 1922. 
Gilan, 

UP to the present the Government force operating against Seyed Jollal in the 
jungle has not been successful in stamping out this rebel movement. Soyed Jellal in 
the meantime is acquiring adherents: He is reported to have received the assistance 
‘of 500 men from-Nanroz Khan, the chief of the Talish and Astara Shabsovans. 
‘Phero is further’ evidence that Seyed Jellal is being assisted secretly by Sirdar 
Mugtaddir of Talish. 
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Amir Hishmat, one of the Jeading supporters of the late Kuchik Khan, has joined 
Seyed Jellal. - 

"The Government force operating against Seyed Jellal received reinforcements from 
Kazvin of 400 infantry, 3 field guns and 2 mountain guns on the 5thJune. 

‘The Russian Legation and the Communist Party in Baku are carefully watchin, 
the development of this rebel movement, with a view to making best use of it, shoul 
the Government fail to crush it 

On the night 4th-5th June,a car containing the Resht manager of “ Vneshtorg” 

wife, who were returning to Resht from Enzeli, was fired on near Khuman. 
‘This is merely of interest, as it had been previously reported that Seyed Jellal had a 
small body of men in the ueighbourhood of Piri-Bazaar, by whom it is probable the 
shots were fired: 

3. Opresof, the Russian consul at Resht, has commenced a strong Bolshevik 
propaganda campaign in Gilan, Evidence of this is borne out by the fact that since 
the middle of April Opresof has had remittances through the Imperial Bank of Persia 
from Tehran totalling: 50,000 toinans (about 10,0001); the last remittance of 19,000 
tomans being reoeived about the 26th May. 

Every evening he is visited by certain well-known Persians who enjoyed official 
Presi duran alortiec cla sépicie ancy alepilyy(oatatieatlslney TH 
people enter and leave his home unostentatiously by’ a side door. 

(On the 2nd June, at the official ceremony of hoisting the red flag over the Russian 


GF consulate, it was noticed that all the Persians who had held official posts under tho 


Bolsheviks or Kuchik Khan wore presont. 

4. With reference to paragraph 7 of last week's Intelligence Summary, tho man’s 
naino is Binoviteh, not Binkevitch. He speaks German as well as French. He informed 
His Britannic Majesty's consul at Resht that a German engineer is employed by the 
‘municipality of Baku in conducting experiments in the utilisation of the by-products 
from the Caspian fisheries for cattle food with great success, Ho also, stated that. tho 

samship * Van" is equipped with machinery for the conversion of fish offal into oil 
The German group in which Binovitch is interested is roported to bo the Doutscho 
rient Company, with headquarter at Muaster. 

5. Major Ruhullah Khan, the Military Governor of Enzeli, has been recalled to 


vehran. 

6. With reference to last week's Intelligence Summary, paragraph 2, a translation. 
lof the notice posted in the town of Hnzeli by the Russian consul tolling’ people not to 
fbe alarmed at the naval manosuvres in Persian waters is given in Appendix (A).. , 


zerbaijan, 

7. Operations against Simko.—The report that Sainkaleh has been taken by the 
Kurds has been confirmed. Of the garrison of Sainkaleh, which consisted of 600 
gendarme, 400 fled to Tabriz and 200 retreated southward. 

8. Of the 5,000 reinforcements en route to the front from ‘Tehran, 1,000 are to 
Sproceed from Kazyin to Hamadan and march thence vid Bijar on Sainkaleh, and 2,000, 
are to proceed via Zinjan to Tabriz; the remainder will be directed from Kazvin as 
tho situation dovelops. 

9. His Britannic Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that the moral of the Govern- 
ment troops at the front is low in consequence of the recent reverses, and that there 
jare no signs of any offensive action contemplated in the near future, 

10. Major Ismail Khan with 300 ex-gendarmes deserted from Takantepe, and have 
joined Seyed Taha’s force of Kurds in the Saojbulak area. 


Kazvin, ; 
11. The following detachment left Kazvin for Resht on the 5th Juno, as reinforce- 
poentooguins Seyed Jolla: 900 infantry, 200 cavalry, $ machine gons, onder 
ommand of Major Abul Hassan Khan, 


sristan, 
12. The following detachment left Tehran for Sultanabad on the 30th May, as 
Freinforcements against the Lurs: 300 cavalry, 300 infantry, 6 machine guns, 


13. Kawam-es-Sultaneh has agreed to accept the Premiership, and is expected to 
form a Cabinet at an early date. ne 
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i ‘Whe ANlowing reinforcements for Tabriz left Tehran on the 5th June: 2,300 
edhonaty, 1,180 cavalry, 7 Geld guns, 4 mountain guns, 12 machine guns. 


anil propaganda articles in the newspapers, and are supported in 
Nnsnaed-Dowleh, the most influential member of the Medjliss. < 

Ii Appendix (B) gives extracts from two Tehran newspapers, one abusing. the) 
Slab audi the other the British. Both papers are subsidised by the Russian Legation. 

V7, Belsef, recently assistant to the Russian consul at Kermanshah, left Tehran on| 
tit tt Jame for Moscow. At a dinner given by him previous to his departure from 
Walboam, wh which Lebedef, the consul of Kermanshah, was present, the latter stated 
tihuti the omzanisation of an espionage system based on Kermanshah and extending! 
dina Irak to Bombay had been completed. 

Is, ‘The Crown Prince arrived at ‘Tehran from Europe on the 4th June. i 

19, ML Belgof, the head of the Russian Foreign ‘Tyade Department (Vneshtorg) ia 
Pers retarmed to Vehran from Tiflis on the 6th June. 

20, ‘Two automobiles iu charge of a Red army soldier, each containing four boxes 
‘ob galid’ rambles (each box of G0 1b. weight), left the Russian Legation for Shiraz on} 
the Stl: Jieme. Presumably this money is intended for propaganda work in South 
Persiv, 

2], ‘The Russian Legation receives reports fortnightly by courier from ‘Tabriz. anu 
from Mashed Z 

32, ML Shumyatsky arrived at ‘Tehran on the 9th June and took over the duties of 
Chanzé d?Affsires of the Russian Legation, 


Mazandaran. 

23. Bunder-i-Gaz—Steamship “ Ani” atrived at Bander-i-Gaz on the 28th May 
with SO toms of merchandise (su iron, cloth and matches). 

24. The garrison of Bander-i-Gaz was increased on the 2nd June to 100 men. 

25. Gerassin Lianozof took over the duties/of Russian vice-cousul at Bander-i-Gaz 
on the 4th Jnme, and’has engaged gn~Armenian named Haik Constantinyan as hi 
consular clerk. 


Astarabad. 

‘The Military Governor of Astarabad, Colonel Mohamed Tagbi Khan, who is 
also officer commanding troops, has telegraphed his resignation to the War Minister, 
owing to his inability to deal with the Tirkoman raids with the troops at his disposal. 

‘A band of 700 men of the Jaaferbai tribe of ‘Turkomans raided Hassan Guli 
during the last week in May, killing one Russian nd looting many houses. 

Weiner, the Russian consul at Astarabad, visited Hassan Gull on the 2ad Juno to 
hold an enquiry. 
M. SAUNDERS, Ligutenant-Colonel, 
\ British Military’ Attaché. 
Tehran, June V1; 1922. 


Avreyprx (A). 


Translation of a Notice published in Hnzeli by the Russian Consul, June 192: 


alee news has boon spread recently in thie city by agents of the eneinies of 
Soviet Russia, in order to disturb the ease and peace of mind of the people and sti 
them against the Government of the workers and the peasants. 

Cortain individuals particularly have tried to misrepresent the real cause for’ the 
manceuvres of the Russian inen-of-war in Persian waters (which, according to the 
international law, is» sign of friendship and sincerity) aud have tried to alarm) 
the public needlessly. 

‘Therefore, in order to remove any misunderstandings and to inform the people of 
the illegal intrigues'of enemies of the Russo-Persian friendship, the Russian consulate 
in Gilan considers it its duty to announce to the public that the rumours concerning} 


fhe naval manceuyres are absolutely false and untrue, ‘The mancuyres were a 
friendly demonstration, which represent a brotherly salutation of the Russian workers 
nd peasants to the gentle people of Persia, ‘The individuala who avail themselves of 
fhe simplicity and the ignorance of the people to spread false rumours must under- 
and that the provisions of the Russo-Persian Treaty have been faithfully kept, and 
fhat the bonds of friendship which bind the two nations together will be strengthened 
very day. 
Tn addition, certain persons, annoyed by the close friendship existing between 
Persia and Russia, try to make friction between the two nations, and have spread 
ews to the effect that the Jungali rebels receive help from Soviet Russia. It is clear 
those who look on the situation impartially that Russia has proved by her actions 
fo be a supporter of the maintenance of peace and order in Persia, and to assist: the 
happiness and the prosperity of its inhabitants. Russia has in no way interfered in 
fhe affairs of Persia, In conclusion, the Russian consul contradicts the rumours, and 
recommends the people to be happy and at, ease, 
(Representative of Soviet Russia.) 


‘Aprexpix (B). 


(L) 
Extract from the Tehran Newepaper “ Shafakh Surkh” of June 8, 1922, 


Wao Sraxps ResronstBce For THE Onisig—tHe PARLIAMENT oR THE San? 


One of the members of the Neutral Party of the Parliament called on us a few 
and tried to put responsibility of the crisis on the shoulders of the Shah and 

b defend the Parliament. He maintained’ that the law considered the Shah responsible 
pr the appointment of premiers, and the Parliament only expresses an opinion on the 
Pppointment made, {tis quite true that the Shah is responsible for the appointmont 
Premiers, but the Parliament is responsible for not paying attention to tho degree 
interest shown by Sultan Ahmad Shah (the present Shah) in the happiness and 
he prosperity of his conntry and his inhabitants. Parliament cannot place reliance in 
Shah who insists on travelling to Europe when his country is burning in a fire 
findled by foreigners, and at a time when rebel tribes are engaged’ in riot and 
Psurrection and deprive, the people of their prosperity, riches and peace, and at a 
ime when Mr. Soan, Captain Noa, Major Greenhouse, the ex-British consul’ of 
‘ermanshah, are going about in Kurdestan, with great activity and energy, for the 
jurpose of inciting the tribes to riot and ingurrection ;-also at a time whon other 
ritish authorities are creating feudalistic feelings amongst the tribesmen and their 
ders, AShah who sponds large sums of money in travelling to Europe without 
'y care for his country, simply to satisfy his passions, should not bo relied om very 
uch. Sultan Ahmad Shah has proved that he has little mterest in the prosperity and 
hppiness of his subjects, and we all know tliat he has no interest in the progress of 
ersia, otherwise he would not have insisted on travelling to Burope at such a critical 
boment, Was his trip due to political motives which were necessury for the protection 
the interests of his country or, kingdom? Can we compare his trips ‘to the trips 
bade by some of the European kings, or even to the trayels of the Crown Prince of 
apan? ‘The Shah is certainly responsible for tho crisis, vor since the famine years, 
‘hen the people of Persia died in hundreds at the corners of streets from hunger and 

‘itntion, Sultan Ahmad’ Shah has shown his want of interest in his people and 
buntry, 

What can we expect from such a Shah? ‘The deputies of Parliament should’ not 
nyo allowed this crisis to last so long. ‘Vhe Shah is responsible for the crisis and 

ny other misfortunes of the country, but the Parliament is also responsible. ‘The 
isis should not have lasted more than five days after the second resignation of 
jushir-ed-Dowleh, who is also responsible and considered guilty for prolonging the 
isis after his second resignation. 

‘The Nationalists and the people of good culture and enlightened mind do not like 
ke Crown Prince and his behaviour, He has a bad reputation, and his past activities 
p Azerbaijan and in Europe are seriously criticised’ and disapproved by those who 

ve correct information about him: 
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(2) 
Bretract from the Tehran Newspaper, “Hagigat,” of June 7, 1922. 








‘The British suppose that they will be able to prevent Persia resuming trade with 
Russia and Germany by intriguing and making disturbances. If the British contmne 
such a policy, and continue to foment disorder and anarchy in the country, oF compel 
Persia to sign dishonourable and dangerous treaties, they must understand that they 
will force the Persians to demand help from Soviet Russia and Germany. The Persians 
cannot afford to ruin their economic interests, ‘The British inust have already seen 
that. the powerful bands which tore the treaty of Vosstik-ed-Dowleh to pieces, and 
enthusiastic young Persiaus who faced the shell and bullets of the British troops and 
at Tast drove them from the country, and the ardent individuals who sacrificed 
themselves for the independence of their country, still exist in Persia. ‘They are 
ready to make similar sacrifices to free themselves from the aliens. If the British do 
not abandon their policy of interference we will rise against them and imake a 
revolution. We are ready to die in order to. get rid of the interference of the aliens, 
and are ready to ont off the treacherous hands of traitors. 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Barl of Balfour—(Received August 16.) 
c 






(No. 359, 
My Lord, ; 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordshi 
despatch addressed to mo by the military attaché to thik 
Saunders has summarised the most characteristic activit 
in Porsia, 

‘Tho precise effect of these activities is extremely difficult to gauge, 
to me tobe paving the way so far as is possible for a revolution rather 
seeking to provoke one. As Thave had occasion previously to report, 
ig to mdermine British influence and prestige as the easiest road! to 
of Russian influence, Thave some reason to sus 
this country aro themselves dissatisfied with tho results hitherto attained by thete 
efforts in that direction ‘There may be many reasons for the Russians not wishing to 
press niattors in Persia, but one of the principal ones must be the uncertainty in regard 
to tho modo of settlement of tho Turkish question whish, whateverite eatine, cats 
to react strongly on the situation in Persia, 

‘The most serious question, and of course the most difficult one to answor, is 
whetlier, in the not impossible event of a collapse of the present syutom of government 
in Porsia, eithor for financial reasons or from its inherent rottenness, Russian tnlvence 
is strong enough to stampede Persia into. a revolution of, owe moy almost say, the 
classical Soviet type; tho liberating Red troops being called iu at the allegedly 
‘unanimous appeal of the Porsian people to redress centuries of wroug and oppression 
and to deliver Persia from the clutches of tho rapacious capitalist! A 

Such ia the folly, the incompetence,. the narrovy selfishness and meansmindedness 
of the rulers of Persia, that the Russians havo only to bide their time to got their 
chance, but their reudiness or ability to take it depends on such incalculable fasten 
related to Russia's internal position ag well as her external position in other direstiong 
that no reliable forecast of ther action in the event of a Persian collapse ean, ho 
made here, 

The Porsian Minister for War, whom 1 entertained at dinner 
told me that in his belief, M. Rothstein would merely. return 
letters of recall, and that the Moscow Governm: 
interforonce in Persian domestic politics. 
Chargé (Affaires, M, Shumiatsky, 
designate, had impressed him more’ 





ynfidential.) 






Teliran, June 15, 1932, 

the accompanying copy of a 
is Legation in which Colonel 
ies of the Russian Bolshaviks 









but they seem 
than actually 
their main object 
tho establishinent 
weet that the Soviet representatives in 





































yesterday evening, 
to Persia to present his 
ent had recalled. him as a rebuke for his 
. His Excellency added that the ant 
who is generally supposed to be the ter 
E f im more favourably than M, Rothstein, and had seomod to 
him far less addicted to intrigue. As M. Rothstein tuok no steps to announce his 
departure on leave or to introduce to me the person who was to be in charge of his 
Legation during his absence, I have had no opportunity of making M. Shumniateky's 














acquaintance, and am not therefore in a 
fionof him, "Should, however, his Excelloncy’s explanation of M. Rothstein's reall bo 
the true one, it would mean that Moscow is taking a somewhat more rational view than 
formerly of the réle of its representative in Tehran. 
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osition to comment on Reza Khan's apprecia- 


Tam forwarding 


itch to the Government. of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at 


fis Majesty's consul-general at Bushire. 
Thaye, é&e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P. Loraine. 
Secret.) 
ir, 







Tehran, June 15, 1922. 
WITH the increase of internal disturbances in Persia, the growth of the net which 
tho Bolsheviks are attempting to throw over the country, together with their keenor 
activity in the provinces, appears to call for some notice. 

‘The Russian Legation in Tehran has recently undergone several changes in staff, 
which are mainly due to the discord prevailing among the members, ‘The military 
attaché, Colonel Rogachof, was recalled to Moscow on the 3rd May, 1922, owing to his 
intrigues against the Minister, M. Rothstein, who in turn left Tehran for Moscow on 
the 23rd May, 1922, nominally on leave; it is reported, however, that he is not to 
return, and that the real reason for his recall was the discovery made by an inspector 
sent by the Moscow Government, that large sums of money had passed through the 
Russian Legation with little result, Colonel Apin, the new military attaché, and 
‘M, Shumiatsky (shortly to arrive as Chargé d’Affnires) are both ardent Communists, so 
with their advent and the perfection of their arrangements a considerable increase in 
Bolshevik propaganda activity may be expected. i 

Tn Tehran Bolshevik activities have mainly been limited to the formation of various 
unions of workmen, and to newspaper propaganda which has takon the form of anti 
British articles, and indictments against the War Minister, Roza Khan, who, the 
Bolsheviks feel, is the only indigenous defence Persia possesses against the spread of 
Communist doctrines. ; 

‘The provinces, however, seem to offer a moro fruitful field owing to the discontent 
and disorganisation prevailing in the various Government Departments, which. is 
traceable to the impecunious condition of the Central Government. ‘he Bolsheviks 
have not been slow to realise this fact, and there has been a considerable increase in 
their activity in districts where, owing to bad communications and the paucity of 
‘well-organised troops, the power of the Persian Government is not so strongly felt. 

It is suspected that the existing disturbances in.Azerbaijan are sedulonsly fanned 
by the Russian consuls in Tabriz, Maku and Ardebil ; it. is roported that a Communi: 
committee exists in the latter town, and that the'consul, M. Digourof, is in correspond- 
ence with Siroko, the Kurdish rebel leader. ‘The connivance of the Russian authorities 
at the rebels’ efforts is shown ly the confidence with which the insurgent gondarme 
leader, Lahouti Khan, took refuge in Russian territory after his defeat by the Govern- 
ment forces in Febroary last. It is reported also that the Governor of Persian Astara 
is in close connection with the Bolsheviks. * ‘ 

Tn spite of the failure of the abortive attempt at revolution, which led to tho 
‘execution of its leader, Kerbelai Lbrahim, in early April, the province of Gilan, which 
of recent years has been a perpetual thorn in the side of the Persian Government, is 
‘again the scene of disturbances. Seyed Jellal Chamani, a follower of the late Kuchik 
Bhan) who recently escaped from Tehran, has gathered « following of about 300 men, 
‘and.is engaged in skirmishing with the Government troops in the hbourhood of 
the Murdab. It is reported that Sipali Salar, a landowner of Russophile tendencies, is 
arming his followers and sending them into the jungle to support ‘this movement, 
‘The Communist Party in Baku is in close touch with all rebel formations in Gilan by 
Means of agents, who pass backwards and forwards through Resht and Enzoli; and it 
Will be recalled’ that Thsanullsh Khan, at one timo a rebel leader in. Gilan, visited 
Moscow in January last. Tt is of considerable importance that this incipient movement 
shall be crushed as soon as possible, otherwise it is likely to grow fast and to be more 
keenly supported from Baku shonld it offer « fairchance of success; - " 

‘The Russian consul at Astarabad, M. Weiner, is engaged in intriguing with the 
‘Turkoman tribes, and has recently promised two of them a subsidy of 200 tomans a 
[9627] u2 
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month. Asa result of these intsigues, the position of the Governor is daily becoiting 
iveaker, and, not liking the conditions, he has sent in his resignation, as he is utterly 
tnable to quell the looting which is rife in the town. ‘The ports of Bandar-i-Gaz and 
Meshed-ieSar each possess a branch of “Vneshtorg” and a Russian naval agent, who 
doubtless carry on the work of propaganda and facilitate the passing of agents into the 
country. 

Ira err enstnintie work ce GR ue ianlconl tate tonettea terran ceh 
with the tribes of Southern Kurdistan and to spread discord by means of agents and 
other methods of propaganda. In addition, he has to deal with tho work of passing 
agents into Trak and of keeping in touch with the malcontent elements in that country. 

Jn Hamadan a branch of * Vneshtorg” has been started under Khushab; this in 
itself can only be a propaganda centre, as, owing to the difficulties of transport between 
Russia and Hamadan, it is hard to'seé how trade can be sufficiently extensive to 
Warrant the establishment thero of a branch of the Foreign Trade Department. 

Penetration into the south of Persia is being carried on steadily; this is being 
done by means of the establishment of consuls in various places. ‘The departure to 
Tspahan on the 30th April, 1922, of M, ‘Tartof, to Kerman and Shiraz on the 11th May, 
1922, of M. Byitsky and M. Tambakof respectively, aro examples of this, Russian 
interests in these districts are so comparatively negligible that it appears that these 
s0-called consulates are in reality purely propaganda centres and! jumping-off places 
for further work south and east, with particular reference to Tudia and the oilfields of 
South Persia, 

‘The Foreign ‘Trade Department, with its ramifications over North Persia, cannot 
de called a success in its strict spheres it is questionable whether the amount of trade 
it {gains for Russia can in any way counterbalance. the expenditure which must 
necessarily be incurred in sending out the officials to their various stations and in 
maintaining their several offices. “The chief duty of the Department is in collecting 
foodstuffs, for export to Russia, in exchange for which it imports little excopt oil, 
sugar and glassware It has, however, other work, being of considerable use for 
Propaganda purposes the mere fact of there being an oficial Russian office existing 
in a place would tend to impress the ignorant, and the officials no doubt do their 
share in disseminating Communist ideas. 

From this short outline of Bolshevik activities it may be seen that they are 
making earnest endeavours thoroughly to permeate Porsia with their doctrines, 
Knowing well that a stato of anarchy would considerably facilitate their efforts 
against India and Trak. In this respect it is interesting to note the recent 
demonstration by the Caspian fleet off Knzeli, made under the guise of mancnvres 
and carried out undoubtedly with a view tol showing the mailed fist to the Persian 
Government. 

Tn spite, however, of their efforts and large expenditure of money on propaganda, 
the Bolsheviks have mado relatively little progress. Persiana are willing tn accept 
their money but not: their doctrines, and. there are no aigus at presont of any class of 
the community honestly desiring to turn the country into a Soviet republic. 

Thaye, é&e. 
M. SAUNDERS, Dieutenant-Coloncl, 
Military Attaché, 
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Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received August 16.) 


No 374.) 
My Lord, Tehran, June 18, 192: 
IN my telegrams No, 219 of the 8th May, No. 220 of the 13th May, No. 228 of 
the 21st May, No, 230 of the 23rd May and No. 284 of the 25th May, I had the honour 
to report briolly to Marquess Curzon of Kedleston various phases of the Cabinet, arise 
which has just end 
‘The constantly-increasing usurpation of power by the Mivister of War had 
naturally given a handle to opponents of his régime, and his suppression of various 
newpaper Ted to an agitation manifested by “baste” in the Russian Legation, in the 




















Medjliss and in the mosque of Shah Abdul Azim, ‘The Government brought forward 
‘Bill or the control of tha Press, but goon alloved the discusions iu the 
bbe dropped in consequence of 





feds to 
the opposition aroused. Meanwhile intriguers were busy. 
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Various members of the majority in. the Medjliss told Serdar Sepah that, Musbis-ede 
Dowleh had no real intontion of preventing the press from attacking him, Serdar 
Sepah, inflamed by the remarks of these. mischiotmakers, including, it is enid, & 
member of the Cabinet, demanded of the Prime Minister the suppression of cortain 
papers, Mushir-ed-Dowieh replied that he should wait for the passing of the projected 
press law, Soon after this the newspaper “Hagiqat’” producod ‘au. artiole which 
Offended the War Minister. He demanded its suppression and the arrest of its editor, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh ayain temporised, saying that it was n.use dealing. with the trouble 
in this piecemeal and arbitrary way ; a law must bs passed to control the whole. press 
equally: 

‘W'Thereupon Serdar Sopa Ioat pationos and gent u message to the Prime! Miniatec 
that unless the “ Hagiget” wero aippresed be would. not allow hi Mighnes te 
Attend the Council of Ministers next day, Mushirod-Dowleh thereupon telegraphed 
his resignation to the Shab, 

‘Thus commenced the long-drawn-out crisis, ‘The Shah lef¥ the choiee of a Bromier 
to the Medjliss,. ‘The latter pronouneed in favour of Mushir-ed-Dowloh's rotention of 
office. Tho Shah ordered him to resume it and deputations from the Medjliss begged 
him to do. Ho hesitated for some tins, but finally consented . ‘Two duys later, 
However, he abandoned the task of forming’ « Cabinet, rendared imposuible. by the 
intrigues of various placeshunters, I myself doubt, however, whether Mushir-edeDowlch 
ever weriously intended to rueonstitute his Government, 

The Shah then again left tho decision to tho Medjlis, and the latter announced 
their choice of Kawam-ee-Sultanch, ‘The Shah telegraphed hia orders socordingly, and 
after a further period of negotiation and intrigues, Kawam-es-Sultanch succeeded in 
forming th flowing Cabinet, which ho presented to the Valiahd nd tho Mesias on 
the 17th June : 

















Kawam-es-Sultanch President of the Counc! and Minister 
for Foreign Affaire, 
Serdar Sepah —.. ator of War, 
Mohtashem-cs-Sultanch ister of Hducation and Rel : 











Moshar-es-Sultaneh 
Wahid-ul-Mulk ... 
Amid-es-Sultaneh 





Kawam-es-Sultaneh, after presenting his Cabinet to the Medjlias, read out. a, short 

written speceh, saying that, a3 the Skah and tho Parliament. hed again laid the 

responsibility of government on his shoulders, he trusted in the Assombly’s supporb for 

the performance of his duties, His programm was the same us had buen presented 

during his previous term of office, which had furthermore been approved by Mushired- 

Dowleh’s Cabinet, and the principal aims of his present policy were as follows >— 

. The maintenance of friendly relations with all nations and Powers. 

, The despatch of adequate forces to quell insurgent elements. 

. No provide work for the unemployed. 

. To introduce advisers in the Finance Department. 

. To use every effort to make the North Persia oil conceasion practicable, 

. ‘To secure the approval of laws for the eleotion and formation of a jury for trying 
newspaper offences, as the newspapers altogether exceeded proper limits, 


Although there is no need to bewail the fall of Mushir-ed-Dowleh's Government, 
ether are no particular grounds for congratulation at the reappearance of Kawain-es- 
Sultaneh. "Though it is unlikely that. MuaiiicsacDowleh would have lasted very much 
longer; Serdar Sepa, in my opinion, made a mistake in presipitatiny his downfall; but 
sympathise with him to some extent, for Mushir-ed-Dowleh's dilatoriness, his irresolu- 
tion, bis timidity, and bis eraven apprehensions for his personal populurity are enough to 
exasperate a much more even-tempered person thon the Minister for War: Tam fairly 
certain that, as usual, Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, Modarres and their henchmen had a finger in 
the pie and exerted their pernicious influence to accentuate the differences between the 
Minister for War and the Prime Minister. It was, moreover, unfortunate that Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh’s resignation should have been due to what was little else than a personal 
disagreement, and not to any genuine political issue, and that too at a moment when his 
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iss the grant to: the 


Highness was by all accounts prepared to recommend to the Medj 
were agreeable to 


Standard Oil Company of the northern ol concession on terms wi 
‘the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. ‘Rage 

‘During the crisis Kawam-es-Sultanch sent, me messages five or six times through 
different intermediaries to say that he realised how necessary it was for Persia to be on 
friendly torma with Great Britain reiterating his previous statements that such had 
always beon his belie, but that, circumstances had been go exeoptional during his lst 
term of office as to make it impossible for him to give effect to his intentions, 
maintaining his readiness to put through the Standard Oil Company:coneession, and 
aera ba hope that he would enjoy our support. i 

T think it possible that Kawam-es-Sultanel has understood the error of his former 
ways and is anxious to stand in our good graces; but the record of his last 
‘Administration is too bad for such reliance to be placed on the genuineness of these 
overtures, and he must, in my opinion, now be judged by bis acts. While therefore 
doprecating his Highness's apparent, unwilliagness to approach me direct if he wished 
to ascertain my attitude on any matter, [informed his several emissaries that, though 
Thad nothing personal against Kawam-es-Sultaneh, T must maintain an attitude of 
reserve in view of past events: that, in any case, it was entirely contrary to my 
principles to enter into any kind of pact with Persian statesmen before they assumed 
office, but that if Kawami-es-Sultaneh really intended to strike out a new line, I by no: 
means wished to discourage him; it appeared to mo, liowever, necessary that he should 
publicly announce his programme aud his policy, and seoure their acceptance by the 
iss, in which event, and if, after examination, they proved to commend themselves: 
to His Majesty's Government, the moral support of His Majesty's Legation would, no 
doubt, be available for aiding tneir execution. Everything therefore depended on 
Kawam-es-Sultanch himself, on the strength of his resolve to pursue a sound and 
seusible policy, and on his readiness to assume the responsibilities properly attaching to 
the high office which he sought. ye 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to the Government of India, 
High Commissioner at Bagdad, and His Majesty's consul-general at Bush 


Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE: 







































is Majesty's 





e. 










[E 8140/285/24) No. 65. ; 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received August 16.) 


(No. 386, Secret.) 
My Lord, Pehran, June 28, 1022. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of intelligence 
summary No, 24 for the week ending the 17th June, 1922, eae by the military: 
attaché at this Legation. 














Thave, &, 
PERCY LORAINE. 





Enclosure in No, 55. 


Intelligence Summary No. 24 for Week ending June 17, 1922. 








(Secret.) 
Gilan. 

MAJOR SADIQ KHAN has been appointed Military Governor of Enzeli vice 
Maior Ruhullah Khan, who has been eallet es ‘Tehran. 

Sadiq Khan appears to be an intelligent and capable man, He was one of the 

ty of Nizam-es-Sultaneh, who, with the connivance of Prince Henry of Reuss, the 

Gia ‘Minister in ‘Tehran, endeavoured to bring about the coup d’Btat of 1916 and 
the removal of the Shah to Qum. On the failure of this coup, Sadiq Khan left Persia 
for Constantinople, whence he returned to Persia in 1919 and re-entered the army, 
During his stay in Constantinople he underwent military training. 

2, The Government troops have made no further progress against Seyed Jellal, 
syhose position has been unchanged during the past week. 
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‘The War Minister has sent one Nur Mohamed Khan, a: friend of Seyed Jellal, to 
interview the latter 22 proses him a free pardon if he submits. The interview ‘has 
taken place, and Seyed Jellal replied that he could not accept a verbal promise of 
pardon, but must have the written word of the War Minister before he could consider 
the matter, 

3, It is reported on reliable authority that a Jarge sum of money was sent a few 

i nsul at Enzeli to Sicien Mugtaddir of Talish, who is 
1g Seyed Jellal. 
ies are trying to bring about the recall of the Governor of 
Gilao, Vossugli-ns-Sultaneb, who is anti-Bolshevik. It is oiroumstantially reported 
that. Oprezof, the Russian eqnsul in Resht, has been paying sums of money to various , 
Persians, whose names are of local interest on account of their previous connection with 
Kuchik Khan, for intrigue in this respect. 

5, On the 18th June four Russian torpedo-boats and two armed merchant vessels, 
including the flagship of the Caspian fleet, arrived at Enzeli, and were officially reccived 
by representatives of the Persian Government. 

6, A reliable informant at Enzeli states that, on the termination of the naval 
manguyres on the Caspian, the torpedo-boat ‘Karl Liebknecht ” will remain as const- 
guard vessel with headquarters, Enzeli, and will be supported by some small constal 
patrol-boats, names given below, which are being detailed for patrolling the Persian 


coast, 

The “Karl Liebknecht” is commanded by an Armenian named Malik Muradof, 
who was formerly an officer in the Black Sea fleet, and was) engaged on counter 
espionage at Resht for the Soviet authorities in 1920-1921. The vessel is equipped 
with three torpedo tubes, two guns (about 4-inch), two muchine-gons abel in an 
exposed position on the after-bridge, wireless, searchlight, and carries a craw, of ninety- 
five and can steam 28 knote, 

The coastal patrol-boats referred to above originally belonged to the Baltic fleet, 
and were recontly reassembled at Petrovsk, where they have been in the yards for several 
pee ‘They are named: “ Lisitza,” “ Kunitza,” “ Charok,” “ Krot,” “ Gornostai” and 
USobol.” 

7. There are now no fixed days for sailings Enzeli to Baku. Hitherto the post 
boat arrived on Sunday and left on Wednesday, but this is again altered. What will 
fobably happen now is that the boat will arrive from Baku on Sunday, leave Monday for 

ndar'i-Gay, return Enzeli Wednesday and leave again for Baku on Thureday, These 
boats generally leave in the evening between 4 and 6 o'clock, 

8. A certain Yussuf Karibof (28 to 30 years of age) has arrived in Bnzeli with a 

of Bolshevik propaganda literature, He was formerly an interpreter, 
Turkish-Persian, in a lawyer's office in Baku. 


















juantity. 
Ru 





Azerbaijan, 

9. Operations against Simko.—Since the capture of Sain Kaleh, Simko hag made 
no further advance gouth of Lake Urumia, He appears to be paying more attention 
now to his northern front, where his Kurds are raiding villages close to Khoi, possibly 
with a view to clearing the way for an advance on that town. 

10. The remnant of Qalu Qurban’s foree, which was defeated at Saojbulak by the 
Kurds, has struggled into Tabriz and totals about 900 men. ‘These are considered to be 
‘sles for further fighting, have been disarmed, and ate to be disbanded and sent to 

eit homes, 





Kazvin, 


11. Beringart, the Russian consul at Kazvin, visited the Russian Legation, Tehran, 
on the 9th June to discuss a scheme for expanding the trade done by the branch of the 
Rivslan Foreign ‘Tvade Department (Vneshtorg) at Kazvin, Boringart haa now been 
transferred to Kermanshah as consul. 


Kermanshah. se 

12, Shumyataky has withdrawn Lebsdef from being consul at Kermanshah and is 
returning him to Moscow, as he is not satisfied with his work. He has appointed 
Beringart to Kermanshah from Kazvin. Beringart is a German colonist in Russia, and 
formerly was an employee in Nobel Company, Bakt, In 1919 he was arrested ‘and 
imprisoned at Khatkof for propaganding amongst the troop, He was set free at the 
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date underneath (1922); on the reverse, the sign of the crossed sickle and hammer, 
surmounted by the usual inscription about “ Proletariat unite,” &c. 
Present rates are— 
10-gold-rouble piece = 29,000 Soviet paper roubles, 
~ 1,000,000 paper rouble 24 krans. 
1 Georgian paper rouble = 20 Soviet paper roubles, 


Outbreak of the revolution. He is an active ardent Communist. He left Tehran on 
the 14th June for Kermanshah, taking three boxes of Russian gold roubles with him, 
each box from 80-35 1b, weight, He will stop at Kazvin for a few days to hand over his 
consilate there, and then proceed to Kermanshah. 









Mazanderan, 
18. Bandar-i-Gaz,—The garrison of Government troops in the town has been 
increased to 250 men. - 
14, Weiner, the Russian consul of Astarabad, arrived at Bandar-i-Gaz, on tour, on 
. the 11th June, and left on the 12th June for Gumish Tepe, 


Russia. 
27. A report has been received that tle “Teheka” has been abolished in Russia, 
its duties being undertaken by “ Kompolotdel ” (commissars of the Political Department), 


Merely a change in name. 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 















Tehran. aD) Military Attaché, 
15, The Prime Minister, Kawam-es-Sultaneh, has formed the following Cabinet Mehran ssenensy 
(17th June) 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affuirs, Kawam-es-Sultaneh. [ 8142/285/34) No. 56, 





Minister for Wax, Sirdah Sipah (Reza Khan). 
Minister of Finance, Fahim-cl-Mulk. 

Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraphs, Wahid-ol-Mulk, 

Minister of Education, Motashem-es-Sultaneh, 

Minister of Commerce and Public Works, Amid-es-Sultaneb. 
Minister of Justice, Mushar-ca-Sultaneb, 

Minister of Interior (not yet appointed). 





Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received August 16.) 


No. 300, Secret.) 
iy Lord, 5 Tehran, June 28, 1922. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of intelligence 
summary No, 25 for the week ending the 24th June, 1922, compiled by the’ military 
attaché at this Legation, 














Thave, &o; 
PERCY LORAINE, 





Of these, Reza Khan is the only person who was a member of the last Cabinet. 
Hix position is still as strong as ever in the country, and there ia no reason to suppose 
that he will not exercise us great an authority over this Cubinet as over the last, though 
Kawan 





Enclosure 1 in No, 56, 
Intelligence Suminary No, 25 for Week ending June 24, 1922, 





es-Sultaneh, in order to remain in office, will probably be astute enough to 
with him. 

16, 100,000 tomans in silver, under escort of 200 cavalry, left Tehran on the 10th 
June for Tabriz, ‘This money is for payment to troops at the front. 

17, Nikonoviteh has been appointed first secretary at the Russian Legation vice 
Osetrof, 

18, Owing to the difficulty of obtaining suitable labour for the oilfields at Baku, 
the Russian Change d'Adaires has addressed a letter to the Persian Government asking 
that 1,000 workmen may be sent there from Persi x 

19, A workmen's olub is shortly to be opened in Tehran under the auspices of the 
Russian Legation. Lectures are to be given there, and it will doubtless be uséd for 
spreading Soviet. propaganda 

20, Reference my intelligence summary No. 20, paragraph 14. Kaiksaq Vurtapetof 
visited Tehran, and left the capital on the 8th June for Moscow. 

21, An official of the Russian Finance Department named Mitkin arrived at Tehran 
on the 9th June from Moscow. He is to go into the question of forming a Russo- 
German Bank at Tehran with branches in all the chief provincial towns. German 
representative is expected to arrive in Tehran shortly on the same matter. 

22, ‘Twelve boxes of Russian gold roubles and three boxes of gold Turkish liras 
arrived at Unzeli on the 13th June en route to Tehran for the Russian Legation. ‘These 
boxes are usually about 40 Ib, weight, 







(Secret,) 

Gilan. 

1. Operations against Seyed Jellal.—A sharp skirmish took plaow on the 17th June 
in the neighbourhood of Kasma (15 miles west of Resht) between the rebels ‘and 
Government. troops. ‘The rebels lost twenty-eight killed aud retreated to Massouleh, 
the Government troops losing five killed and tiventy-five wounded. Many non-combatants 
ure Killed in the fighting owing to the diffelty of distinguishing rebels rom peaceful 
inhabitants, 

‘The Government troops followed up the retiring rebels, but were counter-attacked 
fand furced to retire with loss to Kasma. ‘The General Officer Commanding troops in 
Gilan has wired to Tehran for reinforcements 

2, The Governor-General of Gilan has discovered a plot by the rebels to surprise 
the polico prison in Resht and release the prisoners, He. states that the police havo 
obtained evidence that this plot hud the connivance of tho Russian consul. 

consequence of the discovery of the plot, ninety political prisoners were 
despatched from Resht under esoort: for Tehran on the 20th June, 

8. Though the Russian authorities outwardly profess thsir desire to seo this rebel 
movement at ait endl in. Glan, tore oes littl douby tut the JNuseian Communiite 
hoth in Persia and at Baku are secretly encouraging the movement. 

4. A list of ships of the Russian nayal fleot on the Caspian hus been obtained from 
a relibloisouroe and ia given in Appendix (A)® 

5. With reference to paragraph 6 of last week's summary, the name of a seventh 
coastal patrol boat has been ascertained, called the * Bob.” 

6 With relereuice toxparagraph 5 of last week's summary, the following were the 
warships which visited Enveli on the 19th June, and were officially received by the 
Persian Governor, who exchanged visits with the admiral :— 

“Kursk flagship); 
« Jakob Zewin" 
‘“‘Purkmenetz Stavropol 
* Voskvoj’5 
“ Storoschewoj "; and 
“ Dejateluy,” 


[9627] L 

























South Persia, 


23, Kerman.—M, Evetsky, the Russian Soviet consul for Kerman, arrived at 
Kerman on the 10th June. 















Transcaucasia, 

24, No troop movements have taken place recently between Baku and Krasnovodsk. 
‘Troops are being sent to Krasnovodsk from Astrakhan or Petrovak for the Bokharan 
front. 

25, The Republic of Georgia, followed by that of Azerbaijan and Armenia, have 
issued manifestos promising amnesties to all political refugees, aud offering them free 
passage to return, 

26, New Russian coins have been minted, 1 rouble silver and 10 roubles gold, 
Design, on the obverse, a five-pointed star surmounted by the figure of value, with the 
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On boatd the “ Kursk” was e band which played music on arrival, likewise a party 
‘of six theatrical people, two women and four men, who intend giving a series of 
performances at the Russian club in Enza 

‘The “ Kursk,” on arrival, flow a Persian flag at her masthead, 

On hoard the “Kursk,” in addition to the admiral, were a “Voenni Commissar” 
(military commissar) and a “Voeuni Rukovodietel” (military adviver), 

7. All men-of-war left Enzeli on the 15th June, leaving the usual guardship at the 

ort. 

8, ‘he follo 

in Enzeli:— 































1g are now the principal employees of the various Russian Departments 





Centrosoyus. Kanaef, Kalmaier, Petrenko, Popof, 
Vneshtorg Mayers (is going shortly) ; Gavrilof to replace him, 
Obyneshton ies 







Jugo-Vostochnoe. 



















Viveshtong Binoviteh, 
Water Transport... Saget. 
Narkomprod Tsmailof, Khalilof. 





Fisheries 


Achmedof (to be relieved shortly) ; Nowok, 
Nobel's works. 


Moltschanof. 








9. The following Ru 
| ‘Turkestan for work in Gil 
| Mehti Khan Achmetof (to be stationed at Enzeli), 
| Ali Beg Achmetof (to be stationed at Resht). 


Both aro Persian subjects, who have lived many years in Russia, 





jian political ugents arrived at Enzeli on the 7th June from 





Anorbatjan, 

10, Operations against Simk 
Simo ati retains the intiativ 

11. General Atnanullah Mirza, Chief of the Staff of the Persian army and usually 
in attendance on the War Minister in Tehran, left Tehran on the 17th June for Tabriz, 
Tt is reported that he is to take over command of the troops at the front vice General 
Habibullah Khan, whose tonuro of command has provedie failure, 

Amauullah Mirza is @ young man of about $4 yours of age, very intelligent, of 
good education and with nico manners. He has, however, no force of character, and is 
of t somewhat nervous disposition, He hay had no experience of handling large bodies 
Gt alain aodine ine ING to of Heal Geet lla BS oon a perl Goa 
Bis superior birth and education, politica influence and complete subservience to Reza 
Fata tae OueUe HAE to ha freon poe 

12, Ardebil,—With reference to paragraph 14 of my intelligence summary No, 82, 
dated the 4th Jimo, 1922, His Betanaie Majesty's conaal’ at. Tubria reparta that the 
situation at Ardobi al, a@ the Shahsovans have withdrawn from the town. 
hoy are, however, stil holding wp the roud botmeen Ardebil and Sarab, preventing the 
paséago of earavans to and from ‘Nabi 








No change has taken: place daring the past week. 

































Pranscaucasi 
18. Tiflis Workmen's demonstrations are reported to have taken place in Tiflis 
on the 26th May, in which one man was Killed and 200 arrested by the Soviet 
authorities, 
14, Baku.—The train service (passenger mail) from Baku to Moscow now takes 
four days, Seats can be reserved by “Platzkarten,” and meals served on the train. 
It is reported that politeness and service is now to be had on these trains. 


Hamadan. 

15, Sultan Mohamed Khan Vazir Zadeh left Tehran for Hamadan on the 
16th June, where he will be employed as A.P.M. He belongs to the “ Adalat” Party 
and is @ member of the Persian Communist Party in Tehran. He has instructions to 
organise in Hamadan a “ Professional Union of Workmen.” 




































Kermanshah, 


16, Beringart took over the duties of the Russian consulate at Kermanshah on the 
19th June. 
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Mazanderan. 
17, Bandar-i-Gaz—Belgof, the head of “Vneshtorg” in Persia, arrived at 
Bandar-i-Gaz on the 20th June on tour of inspection. On the 21st June he invited 
many local Persian notables to see him, and made them a speech reviling the British, 
the Imperial Bank of Persia and British trade, He stated that German trade will soon 
sur into Persia, and that a German bank will soon be formed to compete against, the 
itish bank. He stated that the Russians intend to make every effort to drive 
British trade from the Persian market. 





Astarabad. d 
18. The Persian Military Governor at Astarabad has raised a detachment of 
180 Turkomans for use as mounted road guards, Ninety. of these are supplied by 
the Tarkoman tribe, Jaafar Bog, and the remainder by the ‘Turkoman tribe, Atar Beg. 
‘The pay is to be 15 tomans montlily.. 
Distribution — 
20 on road from Astarabad to Bandar-i-Gaz, 


40, _ Astarabad to Shahirnd. 

40 |, ,,  Shahrud to Soman, 

40 |, Bandar-i-Gaz to Ashuradeh. 
20 ) Astarabad to Gumesh Tope. 


20 on duty in town of Astarabad, 





19, Weiner, the Russian consul at Astarabad, is trying to get threo villages in the 
Gambad-i-Kabus district allotted by the Persian Government to Russian settlers, ‘The 
names of the villages proposed by him are:— 

Gumzlabad, 

Oorinbai 


20, Owing to reports received by the Porsian Goverment: of friction between the 
Russian consti! and the Military Governor at Astarabad, the War Minister has 
telegraphed to the Intter that he must arrange to work on friondly torms with the 
Russian representative, 


Luristan, 


21, Progress has boen made by the Government troops in driving raiding Lurs out 
of the Sultanabad district towards Burujird. 





Tehran. 


22. Political excitement in the capital has subsided now that a new Cabinet has 
boon formed, and it remains to be seen what line of policy Kawam-es-Sultaneh, the new 
Prime Minister, will take. 

25, Ant-Britsh propagaida in the loal newépapére has’ increased considerably 
during the past month, and is more violent in tone, On representations made by His 
Britannic Majesty's Minister, Kawam-es-Sultoneh is taking steps to check this, by 
publishing communiqué threatening the editors of newspepers with fines and 
Imprisonment should further scurrilous articles of this nature continue to be published, 

‘The newspapera Tran Azad” and “Sinsat” wore stopped publication by order of 
the Prime Minister on the 22nd June. 

Examples of anti-British propaganda articles are enclosed. 

24. Amir Muwassigh has’ been appointed Ohief of the Staff to the Persian Army, 
yee Amanullah Mirza, who has left for Tabriz to take command at the front, 

25, One hundred cavalry left ‘Tehran for Resht on the 20th June, 

26, Six hundred cavalry and fur machine guns left Tehran for Tabriz on the 
20th June, 

27. A courier named Keepof left Tehran for Meshed on the 21st June: with 
Ee from the Russian Legation for Hakimof, Russian consul-general at Meshed. 
He has taken instructions to the latter that a detailed report is to be sent at an eatly 
date to Tehran, showing the progress made by the representatives of the Soviet 
Government in Khorassan, 

28. A courier named Sipkin arrived Tehran from Moscow on the 22nd June and 
brought with him six boxes of gold for the Russian Legation, each box 85 Ib, weight, 
[9627] ue 
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29. A Pan-Islamic Committee (“ Ittehad-i-Islam”) was formed in Tehran in April 
with the Afghan: Minister as president. 

‘A Persian named Asadullah Khalghani is an active member of this committee. 

Sheikh Salim, another member, left Tehran in May for Kabul, vid Meshed, His 
description is as follows — 

Forty-eight years of age, stout, short stature, black beard and moustache, Has 
a curious whistling method of talking. Has worked in the Caucasus during the war on 
behalf of the Pan-Tslamists, and in 1921 was doing similar work in Persian Azerbaijan 
and Gilan, He is to return to Tehran from Kabul, 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché. 









Tehran, Tune 25, 1922. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 56. 


Examples of Anti-British Propaganda Articles, 


(1) 
Spooial Supplement to the Newspaper" Minof”” of June 10, 1922, 


(Translation,) 

WE give notice to all. the world and to, history that the enemies of Persia's 
prosperity, who spread disturbances in Burujird, Luristan and the south, have distributed 
J bribe of 10,000 tomanw in order to place obstacles in the way of an important measure 
which was being taken to froe Persia from her economic difficulties. 

‘They have divided thia price of Persians’ blood among, several Anglophile members 
of the Medjliss and low-cluss journalists, Fellow-conntrymon, awake! ‘Those who 
‘oppose the Bill, which is southern company (Anglo-Persian Oil Company), 
ive reovived w bribe of 10,000 tomans. 






























(2) 


Article in the Tehran Newspaper * Hagigat”” of June 15, 1922. 





‘Due “Hagrgar” aNp Russta. 
(Translation.) 

Every man who ia unable to refiite the sentiments expressed in this paper or 
convince its governing body by. his arguments immediately begins to call it pro: Russian 
‘and appears to think that this is a most effective method of attack, We are determined 
to discuss this in the present humber, and must inform our detractors that they baye 
chosen a most ineffective weapon. We have described the illegal acts and intentions of 
the authorities of the old Russian régime in Persia, by reason of which they haye become 
the objects of genoral hatred, ‘This has heen replaced bya kinder feeling, and the 
people now love the present Government of Russia aud consider it to be the saviour of 
the weak nations of the world, When the old régime in Russia fell the Government 
stopped all intervention in the affirs of Persia; the British, on the contrary, who had 
strongthened thoit position in Persia against the Russians, tried to make use of the 
‘opportunity offered to make serious plans for the enslavement of Persia, ‘They prepared 
the infamous treaty of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, which caused the Nationalists to rise in 
‘opposition to the British, so that its annulment was finally announced. ‘The friendly 
feeling which the Porsians formerly bud for the British Government, which is supposed 
to be the protector of weal nations, was replaced by hatred and detestation after such 
interference in the internal affairs’ of this country. ‘This caused the people to turn 
towards Soviet Russia and ask for help to withstand British encroachments. ‘The 
Persian revolutionaries relied on the support of Russia and bravely made many sacrifices 
for the destruction of the dangerous British policy and the expulsion of their troops. 
‘The papers were full of anti-British articles, and every old woman and child in Persis 
mentioned the name of Britain with hatred, whereas the Russians were highly spoken of; 
Soviet Russia was considered by Persia to be the angel of salvation, which had delivered 
it from the clutches of the old Russian régime, had enabled the Persians to attend to 
their internal affairs with an easy mind and to repulse their southern enemy, ‘Therefore 
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is no shame for a person to defond Rosia and try to strengthen the tonds of frend 
hip which tie the to nations so closely together. | Evenyone should sealise that af long 

Pur powerful neighbour Russia does not encroach on the sovereign rights of Persia the 
ich cannot opebly intervene in this country, except by inciting the tribes to insurree- 
on, by earrying on propaganda for a Kurdish alliance, or by bringing their servants and 

PY eithe fore and inducing the Persian Government to give them high posts. 
Furofore it will be seen that the papers which attack the ““Hagiqat” either are ignorant 
the motives which overthrew the old Russian régime and set up a Soviet Government, 
lee are paid by the British to attack: the Russians and their supporters, We:ate well 
Foe at oF the causes of the change of Government in Russia and do not suspect any 
their acts, We consider Russia to be the saviour of the world, and feel it our duty to 
Jofond her against hostile attacks ; whereas, in view of the suspicion with which we 
gard British policy and attitude towards Persia, we consider it treasonable to uphold 
the British policy. 


(3) 
Extract from the Tehran Newspaper “ Hayat Iran” of June 20, 1922, 








cause of the failure of the Government is dua to the interference of the 
ern neighbour of Persia in the internal affairs of the country, We worder what 
his neighbour of Persia, who always claims to be friendly with this country, tries to do, 
In Persia? Before the Russian revolution took place, and the Anglo-Persian Treaty of 
fhe 9th August, 1919, was framed, the British interfered only in the economic affairs of 
tain political matters in the south, but sinco that date they commenced 

direct interference, which forces us to relate to the civilised countries of the 
‘Phe British Government is ready to commit, 
poople in order to camy through 

The British Goyern- 

‘of independence, and considers the Persians 























itral Government from taking proper control. ‘The British consider themsclyes 
nasters of the peoples of the Eust, and believe the Orient to be one of their colonies, 
Pliey prevent other countries from encroaching on f Pers 
hereas they themselves abuse the fundamental principles of the country and interfere 
in every way possible, ‘They claim th hidden treasures of Persis, and consider them. 
elves ihe legal owners of the miues, &o, ‘They are not at all upset by the abolition: of 
heir military organisations in Persia, owing to the fact that. they consider the tribes as 
reserve, through whom they will be able to accomplish anything, they desire, simply 
by cistribating among the tribal leaders a sinail portion of the profits they make: from. 
South Persian oil, and by sending arms and ammunition to the tribes, They 
Maintain that the fundamental principles of the country are wrongly formulated, in that 
th oy lay down the conditions necessary for the appointment of a Premier, Tt may be 
‘id that no one can become Premier without the permission of the British diplomats, 
1¢ Shah's consent und the approval of the Parliament. They say that us Kawamées; 
Bultaneh has not been elected with the sermission of the British diplomats,, we should 
hot revogniwe hiin and his Government, ‘The British Government is of opinion thut as 
Jong as the Persian army works for its policy it will assist the army, but-ay goon as any 
indications of patriotism are shown by the officers of the army, the British Government 
Will oppose them, and will incite the tribes in the north to riot, resulting in weakening 
he army and eventually destroying it. ‘The British have chosen the northern, tribes 
for this object. because they wish to make the people suspicious of the Russian Govern 
mient and’ put all the respousibility on the latter's shoulders. ‘They say that: the 
ersians must surrender to the British all their property and riches and receive notes in 
eturn, If the Persians decline they will be punished in various ways, either by sinkin 
heir goods at ses or by causing robbers to destroy their properties in the, interior, of 
Tf the Persians still resist, notes will be sent to the Persian Foreign 
Tho Persian Govern~ 
ish Goverument ig sure 
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from Tehran to the pro 
Persian Commander: 
the aims of aliens, In 





svay, that is to say, by appointing Farman Farms and 
Vossuk-es-Sultanch and similar persons, they will offend the Russians, who, on their 
pact, will despatch notes to the Persian Foreign Offco against such appointments 
hus the Government will be kept busy in replying to notes addressed to. it by the! 
Russian Legation. If the Government then succeed. in suppressing the various insur. 
reotions instigated by the British, the British Minister vil gpudently, eal onseEe 
Premier in the Couiel of Ministers and eougratulate him for his success in suppressing 
rebels und the insurrections, In the meantime, the British will occupy themselves in 
further dangerous plans and conspiracies, Should the Government fail to suppress the 
ingurrections, the British will olfer new loans on certain unacceptable conditions to 
enable the Government to suppress the various insurrections. 








































[E 8178/1002/34) No. 57. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 17.) 






Ne: 301.) ) 
(Telegraphic) BR. Tehran, August 16, 1922, 
ALY telograin No, 298. 2 

Noto received ‘'in continuation” of provious note explaining that, His Majesty's 






Legation will be informed and its views asked before decision is tak 

Tam taking note of this, but pointing out that grave question of present differential 
treatment remains and requesting very. early date be fixed for its termination and to be 
informe! thereo? immediately, In view of concession of important principle above 
tnentioned, I. am softening my note by omission” of time limit proposed in my 
tologram No. 201. 









[ 8207/6/34] No. 58, 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleaton.—(Recoived August 18.) 


(No, 302.) 

(olegraphio) 

‘OUR, telegram No, 198. 

If Persian Government, after rout of Arabistan detachment by Kubgelus, revive 

rojest of its despatch it will be in the form of bodyguard to Governor-General of 

Wrbistan. to which, as you say, we cannot reasonably object, but ulterior developments 

of which may cause trouble, 

T therefore prefar to wait for Persian Goyerninent, to show its hand, but will take 

the first suitable opportunity of acquainting Primo Minister with your full support of 
my attitude for which Tam most grateful. 





Tehran, August 17, 1922. 








[iB 8219/6/34) No. 59. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 18,) 


No, 303.) 

‘Peleyraphic.) ‘ 
‘OUR telegram No. 199. 

Only local counter T can think of, beyond maintenance as hitherto of our steadfast 


attitude: would be to subsidise some of the newspapers. It would cost roughly 2,000l. 


Teliran, August 17, 1922. 
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ix months; but immediately subsidy ceased they would 
oy once hostile articles as blackmail for its renewal. Moreover, such # course would 
Fecosrabandonment of policy of non-payment to which I have rigidly adhered, | Much 
neat hate it, Persians are now getting accustomed to the fact that no money is to be 
rot from this Legation and that ‘cheit blackmailing tactics meet. with uo response. 

Run these reasons I think we had better continue to let Russians spend their 


oney and to save our own. 


buy three newspapers for si 










E 8260/6/34) No. 60. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 20.) 


No. 305. Secret.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 11), 1922, 

MILITARY. centralising tendencies of Minister of War are driving important 
outhern factors into kind of loose) federation, Bakhtiari concluded close agrevment 
th Sheikh of Mohammerah in the spring and have never been on such good terms 

snows ‘They are negotiating, so fur auspiciously, with Kawam-ul-Mull: for 

friendly understanding “and wish to include Soulet-ed-Dowleh in this series of 
ngreements, Sheikh's relations with Kawam and Soulet-ed-Dowleh are already, good ; 
while two latter have just effected one of their penile! reconciliations which, odd); 
enough, has been facilitated by Minister of War tl rough his local commanders, ‘Sheik! 
iilso has close agreement with Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh to ‘which Bakhtiari will very likely. 
sgome party. ne ! 

Process is a perfectly natural one and does nov require facilitation by us. Tt is a 
measure of mutual protection against encroachment by Central Government on semi- 
independent positions, I have recommended British’ consuls concerned to take up 
Aititade generally that friendships between our friends aro always weleome to us, but 
fave warned them against. committing us to any responsibility for any of these 
hgrecments, I have recommended consul at Shiraz, to pateh, up bis relation with 
sulet-ed-Dowleh if he can do so without loss of dignity, He is hopeful of being able 
to do so at once and Leroup ‘undeoypherable] aro being informed. 

(Repeated to India.) 











(E 8385/6/34] No. 61., 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reoeived August 23.) 


No. 809.) 


Pel phic.) Tehran, August 22, 1922, 





te officers have beon imprisoned 
¢ Ispahan and will be court-martiallod, Survivors state that assailanta woro Bolehtiary 
i ing, investigations to ostablish identity of 

to Arubistan of a, force 


Pao actiios Fave appeared aopusing, Bakhtiasi and demanding their punishment, 
Persian Government evidently suspoots tiem, ie 

Matton fe complicated by. fet, that Persian Goverment, troops operating, in 
Darborad distsiot havo burnt Bakbtoriowued crops and villages, and taken as hostage 
prariaet local man who wont for a friondly interview. Notwithstanding promise of 
Dame. Minister these troops have not boon recalled, and 2,000 incensed Chohaslang, 
Bakhtiar, whom khaus say they enanot restrain, aro said to be pursuing them 

Matter some. brewing. up for a general row between Bakhtiasi and Persian 
Governments T ehall, of eouras, uso what influence I possess in a pacifying and 
moderating sense. 

“Two fundved and fifty troops are being moved from Sultanabad! to Tapahan ; 
1,200 in Tehran are warned to be ready to proceed to Tspahan. 

(Gent to India, No. 809; repeated to Bushire and Tepahan.) 


ee eee SSS 
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[E 9403/6/34) No. 62. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 23.) 


(No. 310.) Rs 
raphic.) R, Tehran, August 22, 1922. 

(eee tary offensive article ina habitually hostile newspaper states that 
disaster to Arabistan force is direct outcome of policy of His Majesty's Government. 
whom it accuses of provoking Simko and other Persian tribes in south to rebellion and 
of aiming at partition of Persia Nees \ : : 

Tam addressing a very stiff note to Prime Minister demanding maximum punish- 
ment under June proclamation and publie apology by offending newspaper, or, fuling 
lattor, démenti by Persian Governinent. T warned his Highness that patience of His 
Majesty's Government has limits, and that unless at once given full satisfaction T must 
recommend that papers be laid before the Houses of Parliament to show their inability 
{ protect friendly Government from base calumny and insult, 

Do you approve? 





(E 8429/284/34) No. 63: 


Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour,—(Received August 24.) 
pay Tehvan, sly 2.19 
SUIN his telegram No, 318 of the 29th May, 1921, Mx, Norman acquainted Marg 
Curzon with the patenting ‘of the Persian Government to aboli 
o4 Ys lice of Karguzar. 
rene lich de Reiyid Zacee Din Cabinet this matter remsined sone tne a 
ff » succeeding Governments did not lose sight of this mone 
nae ‘c Ae Pa Sa OOH NIRER A consular officers that the local Kary 
had boon warned that their posts were to be abolished. Mr. Bridgeman, last January, 
questioned the head of the British section of the Ministry for Koroign Affairs, wl 
replied that the Government intended to earry out the proposal in the case of « cer 
number of posts, and explained that the functions of the Karguzars would simply be 
transferred to the Governors. I did not see any objection to the new arrangement, 
though 1 was surprised that tho Persian Government liad not thought fit to iaform the 
foroign Legations officially of their decision (as Muntakhab-ul-Mulk had told Mr. 
Bridgeman would be done), and I thought it well to consult with the dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps. sinew all foreiguers enjoying exterritorial privileges were alike 
concerned, Mi de Raymond said he was prepared to cireularise our colleagues. ‘That 
was towards the end of January last, but I heard no more from him on the subject for 
two months, when, on learning from Ispahan and Hamadan that the Jocal Karguzaris 
were to be suppressed at the end of the year (22nd_ March), 1 reminded him of the 
matter. My de Raymond ropliod that he was addressing the Persian Government on 
the subject, I addressed a further enquiry to him on the 23rd April, to which he 
replied that he was at once reminding the Persian Government of the matter. On the 
Doth June he communicated to me.the reply received from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and I simultaneously received from the Ministry direct a memorandum in 
similar terms, of which have the honour to enclose herewith @ translation, 
Your Lordship vill note that tho new arrangement is that to which, as mentioned 
above, there appears t0 me to be no serious objection. Lf the Persian Government had 
attempted to catry out their original proposal to transfer. the judicial funetions of the 
Karguears to tho Minisuy of Justice and thet. ples fonctions to the deputy 
‘ors, we might have had to raise grave obj . : : 
over ald that, besides the action taken through the dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, had myself made very energetic representations to Musbir-ed-Dowlelt in the 
sonse that, if the Karguzars were to be removed, their posts and functions must niot be 
abolished and should preforably be handed over to responsible Governors, aud not to 
theit deputies, as I had heard suggested. ee 


PERCY LORAINE. 


———_—<——— 
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Enclosure in No, 63, 


Memorandum from Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
(Translation) 

+ THE Foreign Office has the honour to inform the British Legation that, in order 
to reduce the budget, ponding further decision about the Karguzaris of the provinces, 
the following Karguzaris have been abolished from the beginning of the current year 
(22nd March, 192¥), and their duties have been entrusted to the local Governors 


Fars, Kavin, Turbat, 
oe Enzeli, 


Irak, Lahijan (of Lankarud), 
Hamadan, Di : 


Kurdistan, Bander-Naseri. 


‘The above-mentioned Governors hiave been instructed to make efforts to see justice 
done to foreign subjects in accordance with existing treaty rights, 

‘The British Legation may be informed that His Highness the Prosident of the 
Council intends to have some of the Kargnzaris, such’ as thoso of Fars, Tspaban, 
Kurdistan and Enzeli, re-established. 


Saratan 6, 1301 (June 27, 1922). 





[EB 8480/6/34) No. 64. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received August 24.) 


(No. 408.) 
fy Lord, Dehran, July 8, 1992, 
.),. HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a report by the 
military attaché of an interview with Reza'Khan on the 25th June, 1922, 
T have, &c. 
PEROY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 61. 
Interview with Reza Khan, the Minister for War, June 25, 1922, 


DHE War Minister stated that he was satisfied with the improvement in the 
military situation, which had taken place during the last fortnight, and then 
discussed the various operations in’ detail :— 


(a.) Operations against Simko. 

Both sides stationary. Orders had been given to the troops at the front to 
consolidate their present positions and to await the arrival of General Amantillah 
Mirza, now on his way to Tabriz to take over the duties of Commandet-in-chiet from 
General Habibullah Khan, who has proved a failure. 

‘The Minister of War anticipated that a‘month must elapse before Amanullah 
Mirza can take the offensive, as he must have time to make a full’ reconnaissanco, 
move troops into position and collect the necessary supplies. 


(b) Operations against the Lurs. 
He stated that these are making good progress. ‘The Government troops have 


driven the Lurs back, and have occupied Burujird, He did not anticipate any great 
difficulty in restoring order in this area, 


(c) Operations in Gilan against Seyed Jellal. 

He stated that the rebels had been engaged and had received severe: punishment, 
but, owing to the dense jungle, it was found most difficult to round them up. He had 
arranged for reinforceinents to he sent to Resht, and considered that it was only a 
matter of time before the rebel band was completely broken up, 
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i ss Jations, and in 
2 K ved keen interest in present Russo-Afghan relat 
rinvcy Beas abel ovement and stated that he had beard that the atclensiuad 
occupied Khushi, His sympathies appeared to be wih the revolutionaries oi 
idered that the Russians would ultimately : 
se con derewving to their great resources of men and maaterial 5x instance, the 
rey oticed that his maps were very inaccurate and out of date; for instances {te 
railway from Merf to Khushi was not shown, and he did not eve 
Baan i ing i if elementary geography of the 
i tirely wanting in knowledge of elemen a 
count sot pentiguous to Persia, ‘This is not astonishing, when ofe remembers bis 
Eee him again for permission to Yasit Re and Enueli,and he requested 
‘ icati ‘ini E Affai 
dd an application to the Ministry for Foreign 
Ee ee ee tate 
Wout T told him that 1 had heard rumours of American advisers coming for the 
Porstan ‘army, a3 well as for certain Departments of the Guat Asoratt The 
» Minister hat there is no trath in this report as regard ‘ 
Orn diay had no intention of employing American or any other 


Bur in his army ¥ 
SBuropenn fers in Ms UY yout th conversation, and he Seamed far more 


donfident forthe fature than at my previous ws tna Colonel 


Tehran, June 2, 1922, 





[E 8487/6/34] No, 65. é. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Barl of Balfour—(Received August 24.) 


Hoey Tehran, July 3, 1922. 


My Tord FB the honour to forward to your Lordship a despatch received by mo 


Kermans! esent situation in 
trom Hig Britannic Majesty's consul at Kermanshah on the present situation 
vena daplorable inactivity and total absence of che offensive sprit shown by the 
commander of the Government. troops operating against Sinio, Cue | HT 

nonths hag had the effect of giving Simko the initiative and of improving te err 
of the tebels, Added to this, the defeat by Simo of eae detachnents of Gover, 

t troops north and south of Lake Urumia hi 

Taeeed the moral and discipline of the Government troops, se en te a 
DS ete forcomeits of Government troops 

es, and the Mae wedge | probably prevent his obtaining, further 

t } already under his occupation. ay 

dat forces at Tabriz, General Habibulla 
hief of the staff of the 


against Simko, 
jnitiative, Gel 
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at the front, iS a well-educated, intelligent officer, but is one who has had no experi- 
ence of command, is of somewhat: weak character, and so far he has shown none of the 
qualities that go to make a resolute commander, : 

I trust that the good opinion which Mr. Cowan has formed of Prince Shahab-ed- 
Dowleh, the new Governor of Persian Kurdistan, may be confirmed by events, 
Shahab-ed-Dowleh is a highly-varnished Persian, with a fluent and acourate command 
of both English and French, and the agreeable manners and address of the courtier 
which he is; but his sympathies have not always been so friendly to Great Britain as 
they now appear, and previous experience has not shown him tobea particularly loyal or 
dependable associate. He shares, however, with other Persian gentlemen of high 
birth and station, a dread of Bolshevism and its possible advent to Persia, which 
may account for his present friendly demeanour with the British. Iam myself on 

social terms with Shalabed-Dowleh, and took the'tronble of entettaintng how 
hefore his departure for Senneh, an attention which he appeared sincerely. to 
‘appreciate, 

Ham forwarding a copy ofthis despatch to His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah, 

have, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclostive in No, 65, 


Consul Cowan to Sir P. Loraine. 
(No. 13.) : 
Sir, Kermanshah, May 25, 1922, 

IN continuation of Mr. Monypenny's despatch No. 10 of the 10th May, T have 
the honour to inform you that the reason ef the stalemate on the Azerbaijan~ 
Kurdistan front appeats to be that Simko’s tribal followers suffered so heavily at the 
battle of Mianduab that they declare themselves unable to attack, though they profess 
themselves ready to oppose the Persian Government forces should’ they’ advance 
against them. Simko 1s also said to be short of ammunition, though he claims to he 
able to replenish his stock from the’Government forces’ when they attack him. ‘The 
opinion in Senneh is that the Persian Government are awaiting the result of Mumtaz 
ud-Daulah’s negotiations at Angora, in the hope that Simko's ‘Turkish contingent 
may be withdrawn, before ordering their troops to attack 

Saqqis and Banneh are still’ in the hands of Simko’s followers, but a resolute 
attack by Government troops would probably retake them, only: it is not considered 
worth while so long as the main bodies are quiescent, Meanwhile, Sardar Mukarram. 
Ardalani and Muzaffar Khan Valizadeh, the newly-appointed Governor and Deputy 
Governor of Saqqis, remain in Senneh, unoccupied and unpaid, 

ko continues his propaganda among the tribes, and has recently promised 
the Governorship of Senneh to Mahmud Khan Kanisanan, should he take the town 
for him. Mahmud Khan ig said to be hesitating, but has promised safety to the 
Christian community if he should come in. Since the death of Khustan Khan he is 
the paramount chief of Merivan and a person to be reckoned with: He refused! on 
various futile pretexts to come to Senneh to meet the new Governor, Shihal-ud- 
Daulah, and myself, though he would have agreed to a meeting some miles ontside the 
town, ‘This, however, was not considered advisable, He has quarrelled with Mahmud 
Khan Dizli and ison bad terms with Sardar Rasbid, and this nay make him reluctant 
to leave Merivan for Senneh. 

Simko is also reported to have sent a representative, Mirza Muzaiyib Khan, to 
Baku, to endeavour to get Russian assistance and ammunition, 

‘The Persian troops in Senneh at present consist of about 400 men under Colonel 
Akram Nizam, A reinforcement of 700 men is reported tobe proceeding from 
Hamadan. ‘Tho troops wore allowed to get into a disgeaceful condition by the late 
commander, Colonel Nasrullah Khan, and are not i properly drilled or equipped, 
They have practically no ammunition, the cartridges sent last year consisting of 
Russian cartridges intended for Ispahan, while the Turkish ammunition intonded 
for Kurdistan went toIspahan. ‘The mistake is only now being rectified, 

South of the town the chief cause of anxiety 1s Sardar Hashid, who is indulging 
in his fayourite pursuit of looting defenceless caravans and occupying the villages | 
Proprietors teo weak oF too far aay to resist him "When he finds that opposition is 
made he gives way and disavows his agents, He appears tovhave deceived Amir 
Lashkar pretty successfully, having given him his usual lying assurances of loyalty, 

[9627] 2 











st 


Shibab-ud-Daulah, however, is not deceived, and is anxious to rid himself once for all 
of this troublesome brigand. ‘The difficulty is that any attack on Ruansar must come 
mainly from Kermanshah, and apart from the diftedlty of co-operation between the 
two provinces, the military forees in Kermanshah are not fit for any serious expedi- 
tion just now. 

1 was careful to advertise the fact that Sardar Rashid is no longer one of our 
friends, and would certainly not be protected by us. This will, of course, be repeated 
to the Sardar, and, I hope, will force him either to come to terms with his own 
Government, or to pay Rahim Khan's claim in the hope of regaining our friendship, 
He is not really powerful and is at present only seriously supported by the Vakil of 
Juanmd. His friendship with the Sanjubis is precarious, and Sardar Naser is very 
unlikely to support him if he sees the Persian Government preparing to act seriously 
‘against him, : 

Shihab-ud-Daulah’s position in Kurdistan is not enviable. His jurisdiction is 
effective only in the town of Senneh and its immediate surroundings. ‘He appears to 
have mace a good, impression on the townspeople, ‘and his appointment of Haji 
Mutamad as Deputy Governor is very popular, Shihab-ud-Daulah appears to. be 
more disinterested and patriotic than the majority of Persian Governors, but, like 
most officials in these parts, he complains that people in Tehran appear to be-incap- 
able of understanding West Persia affairs and no amount of reports seem to have an\ 
effect on them, Amir Lashkar made a similar complaint tome. I told Shihab-ud- 
Daulah that T hoped he would remember this if he was ever again a member of the 
Cabinet. He is apparently very pro-British. If he remains in Kurdistan long 
enough to get « thorough grasp of its problems, he should do well, as he appears to be 
energetic and anxious to do the right thing. az 

‘T met with an excellent reception in Senneh, where feeling at present is decidedly 
anti-Bolshevik and anti-Kemalist. Neither of these parties has ey regular agent in 
Senneh| just now, and Shihab-ud-Daulah means to prevent them having any. The 

pubic fealing generally is very friendly tous, Tam glad to be able to ad that the 
iat it compliment that can be paid to a British consular officer is to compare him to 


Major Greenhouse, 
: Thaye, &c. 


N. PATRICK COWAN. 


[B 7642/2107 /34) No. 66. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Received August 1.) 

(No, 425,) 
My Lord) Tehran, July 7, 19: 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 112 of the 25th Pobruary last, in which T 
submitted ths draft of ¢ uote on the Persian Gulf Quarantine Sareice which 1 propos 
to present to the Persian Government, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of tlogsam No; 146 and depatah No, 161, in whieh approval of the proposed action ia 
given, J now have the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 26th May Inst I 
Teoeived w telegrain from His Majesty's Resident in the Persian Gulf informing ine that 
the Persian Government had ordered the Customs adiinistration to stop payment of 
fia share of the expenses, of the| quarantine waryice, which in future world be sot] 
direct by the Contral Government, Well knowing that this would lead to the break- 
down of the service, ata moment too when there was plague in Mesopotamia and at 
Mohammerah, I made, in the absence of a Cabinet, vigorous representations to 
Sardar Sepah, and he immediately telegraphed to Bushire countermanding the 
instructions, In view of this it seems likely that the whole question of our quarantine 
administration will be raised by the Persian Government in the near future, and T 
therefore propose to delay presenting the note to which I have ruferred above until 


it does so, 
Thavo, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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(E 8441/7/34) No, 67. 


Sir P. A 4: i 
eae Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.— (Received August 24.) 


My Lord, 


ion should likewise meat 

Kashgai tribe so that the 

i take unbrage ab the agreement 

between thea lod, and also that Soulet-ed- Dowleh 
el might hi not being entirely left out of the 


Although the Kashkuli.tribe pays taxes to Soulet-ed-D, 
him is of somewhat, loon untae but they ave motte weedeat 
se nature, but they are mortally afraid of bin, 
Kawam-ul Mul for protection against him, Dyan spresaent EulsiaDete an 
Boulet LDowleh recoguae wey Kawam-ul-Mulle should stand his paternal benevolence 
hb ve evon nominate the Kalantars of the ti 
notwithstanding that, they are too fur removed from Kavaniul Mulley ie 


pe x nOYs 
‘Sone he, able to count on his jrrotection if Soulet-ed-Dowleh should really wish 


s the spriny 
apprehensive that 


‘their subservience to 


Senleted: Dove apprured to bosom highly 
. Wilton would not matorialises 

id that if Soulet-ed-Dowleh started his 

is vengeance on them for the agreement 

the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as it wero 


vident in both camps, which, inoroased daily as no 
all was fortheoming. Various. ealming: messages 
which toa certain extent allayed thoit fats, 


t save up the pursuit. 
Shortly allermans Se a. Wilon orived in Shim, 

sep Some Weeks previously I had informed the Persian Go he i 

visit of Sir A. Wilson to Shiraz and its object, and had Died eae erent 
Bey ae @ representative to be present at the negotiations between Sir A, Wilson 
a eo ulet-ed-] wleh. Although the Persian Government felt its Position rather 
wuniliating, it finally conceded that, as it, could not give the company, adequets 
Protection tzell inthe proposed operation, tho eatpany must obtain shal protisies 
could locally, and it ogreed to nominate a representative, who, however, wha net to 
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have any powor to bind it in any agreement which might be made, but that such 
agreement should subsequently be referred to the Government in Tehran for ratification 
or otherwise, 

Tt had been’ hoped that, Soulet:ed-Dowleh, as he approached the town of 
Shiraz in his tribal migration, might be persuaded to enter the town, where the meeti 
‘Detweon hin and Sir/A. Wilson could have taken place in the presence of the Prines 
Nosat-os-Saltaneb, Governor-Geuieral of Fars, but, despite all requests of the Central 
Government, Soulet refused to come within some few miles of Shiraz, and consequently 
Sir A, Wilson was obliged to go to his eamp outside. 

Fn a oeerrent nominated Prince. Thtibaj-usSulten, the local Direstor 
of Finance, as its representative at the meeting, and on the 19th/20th May the 
faterview took place, at which the agreements enclosed herewith were drawn uj and 
signed. 

Bi Sir A. Wilson subsequently continued his journey to Tehran, with the object of 
obtaining the ratification of the agreements by the Persian Government. 

Unfortunately, at the end of May when he arrived here, the Cabinet, crisis was 
still continuing, but he was able to have an interview with Serdar Sepab, the Minister 
of War, together with the Under-Seeretaries of the various State Departments. at 
Wrhich the agreements were discussed and ngreed toin principle, I have now forwarded 
opies of th agreements to the present Cabinet, and bave reasonable bope that prompt 
ratification will be accorded 

The foregoing narrative, which offers an extreniely abbreviated account of what 
actually oeourred, anid of a lengthy exchange of views and correspondence betwesn this 
Legation, His Majesty's consular officers at Bushire and Shiraz and the Persian 
Geverninent, will aequaint your Lordship with the outline of events, 1 think, however, 
that some observations on the general bearing of the question may. be of assistance. 

Tn the latter part of last year the Persian Government protested against the 
Kashkuli Agivement, on the ground that the Angio-Persian Oil Company was not 
ontitled under its concession to negotiate independent agrocments with local ch 
or at any rate to do'go without prior consultation with the Central Go 
suljject to itsratitiention, Exception was furthermiore taken to the Kashkuli Agresinent 
gu the grou that icone jed itselt with the ownership of certain lands and. 
in regard to which the Contral authorities were alone competent ta give an authoritative 
decision, and contemplated the arming-of Kashkuli oil guards, Soulet-ed-Dowleh was 
himself the instigator of these remonstrances, His objects in raising up an opposition 
to the ageesment were quite obvious; he wished to take the opportunity of reasserting 
Ive rather nebulous authority over the Kashkuli; he thought the Kashkuli were going 
to make « good thing out of their dealings with the Anglo-Persian (il Company, and 
ho falt it to bo altogettior unbecoming that, (heir overlord—himself—should be deprived 
‘ofa duo share of the spoils: Tasty, he was well aware that, in the then cireamstances at 
Mehvan, an anti-Britiah attitude or opposition to any British interest was the cheapest 
‘and most impressive certificate of patriotism, 

"Phe question of the rights of ths Central Government in respect of agreements 
Joeally, concluded by the company is one in. regard to which the concession may be 
aricyaly intorpreted. This i, however, appeared. to. me barren one, to pursue 
the move practical issue was evidently that the company should proceed with its work. 
of developient in the Kushkuli country as rapidly and as smootlily ns possible, T 
Gecided therefore that the best course was to persuade the Persian Government 
of its own interest in any extension of the company’s operutions, to humour its 
susceptibilities, and to reach a situation where it would itself become a party: to the 
‘agreement. 

With these objects in view, aud. before Sir A. Wilson's return to Persin to 
undertake the fresh negotiations, 1 addressed a telegram to His Majesty's consular 
Ditcors at Bushire and Shiraz, drawing their attention to the objections of the Persian 
Government to lngt year’s agreement with the Kashkuli Khans, which T attributed, 
firstly, to that Goyernment’s fear of being subjected to hostile erticisn in the Medjliss 
and the press for permitting the conclusion of direct agreements between the company 
and a group of Tocl chieftains, the effect of which was to invest the latter with sort 
Gf semi-independent position incompatible wich the authority of the Central 
Goverment; and in the second place to the dissatisfaction felt by the Persian 
Government at seeing a piece of business, in which they expected beneficial partici 
fon, being concluded; while they were let out in the’ cold, whereas Soulet-el-Dowiel 
seeinet kely to profit by. it, andthe interests of the Knshkuli Khan were already 
assured. 
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I pointed out to Colonel Trevor aud Mr. Chick that i i 
finted ont l ud Mr, hat it was useless, peni 

Sir A. Wikon'sarrival, to discuss the setails of the settlement to be ee 

impending negotitions ja Fars, and that ag regurds the procedure to_be followed, that 

must depend on their own intimate knowledge of Joal fesings and eonitons in rogard 

eres mk qualiGsdita peonouaeet: (the Bln orlen acer erated tae) 
lopted, however, was to start negotiations with Soulet-ed-Dowleh as soon as 


Sir A. Wilson reached the vicinity i i 
3 ' ity of Shiruz, preferably in th f 
nominated coer of the Persian Government, but, should AU Vay eae ble: 
; a videnee that the negotiations were undertaken with full 
Keon lees Se ere peat authorities ; that the negoti oe aa oe 
im ‘antial modification of the 1921 agreement, but should rather b 
conducted in such manner as to bring that i : ith the offal 
5 5 agreement into harmony with th i 
Se here aa a ee 
Dovleh’s opposition, and to allay. the apprehensions entertained by the Kashll 
hereafter if would in my, opinion, be desrable that Sir A. Wilkon should if ible, 
rove eto Tera to explain the ites TitaeelGst4 iof Barend Goveraneat nav orcer 
v nt to the revised agreement and to. determing its responsibil 
in regard thereto, My -main point was to get the Persian Gi poritaa 
Le an Go il ih as 0 
willing party to the transiction, eather thun to leave it Stang eat an Le ana 
th 


fresh source of dis: et 4 J 
Ng ae and recrimination between it and the company from which 


ir 


reement 
nilet-ed- 


agreement. 

T fear that Mr, Chick has boon somewhat led astray by his desi 
and justifiable on local wronnds, to see the power and infuones of SoclsbodDow 
definitely sinashed, I shall, however, take leave ty address to your Lordship a sparc te 
despatch on this question of th leadership of the Kash eee. 
__ Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to the Government of India, His Majesty" 
men ir : ys d ab to} of India, His Majesty's 
High Comino: of Bog, Hie Majer sool-genea at, Batis nd Hi 

Thaye, &e, 

PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 67, 


Oficial Record of Proceedings of Meeting between Sardar Ashain (Soulet-od-Dowleh), 


representing his Sc i i i 
Eerie leo 198" Iikhani, and Sir A, T. Wilson, at Du Kuhak, near 


Present : 
On tho 19th May (in addition to above) -— 


Prince Ibtihaj-usSultan, agent of Ministry of Finanoo. i i 
lta, ‘ ¥y of Binanee in the Pi 

Parsi treme oy 6" Parser) Geqeetesehs, bat yithoul poner wosige 
or approve an agroement on their behalf . 

Mr. 8, Clegg, assistant to outfields’ manager at Bikarz, 

Le H. ae iss seeralay to Sir A. 'T. Wilson. 

"Se a endl Moliammad Khan, O.LE., acting as secretary to 

firza Mehdi Khan Maawin-nl-Mamalik, at present munshi to 8: i 

((ormaly setae boas sdeaaley CISUSRODMNETRII e 





On the 20th May :— 


Prince Lbtihaj-us-Sultan. 

Mr. 8. Clegg, 

Hadi Khan, Kasbkuli, 

Gholam Husain Khan, Kashiculi. 


‘The last two named representing the signatories to the Kasbkuli Agreement, 


1, After somewhat lengthy preliminaries lasting from 11 to 1, and after the party 
had partaken of Iuneb, the dratt Kashzai Agreement, prepared by, Sir A.’T. Wilsn, 
was Fead out, as also the Kashkuli Agreement, Sardar Ashair then opened the 

‘ussion by vbjecting fundamentally to the Kasbkuli Agreement on grounds which 
may be briefly summarised as follows — 


(1) The Kashkuli are an integral part of the Kashgai, and as such are under the 
authority of tl Hkhani, to whom the management of the Kashgai has 
been delegated by the Persian Government as such they have no right to 

wake such an agreemen c 

(2,) ‘he lands, in respeet of which they have undertaken to sell their. proprietary 
or grazing rights are not theirs to. dispose of, but belong to. the Persian 
Goyerniient; the Kasbkuli are subject to removal elsewhere at the opt 
of the Ikbuni, who has more than’ ones exercised this option ; and they 
pay taxes to Government, not direct, but through the Ukhani, calculated 
she number of their flocks and! tents, In consequence, any payments in 
respect of lost grazing rights should be made to the Ikbani, 

(3) The recognition of the rights of the Kashkuli to make such an agreement 
Would ereate a dangerous precedent and was inconsistent with the mi 
tenance of the position of Ikhani; other tril such as the Dareshur 
hose winter quarters adjoin Bikars and Mishun, would: follow their 
‘example, and, if the company wi shed, for example, to work at Haft Dasht, 
north of Bikar (in which area it is understood that Mr. Wyllie considers: 
oil prospects favourable), they. would have to make « fresh agreement: on 
similar: Ties with the Kushkuli, and so on indefinitely. 

(4,) Tho effeot of the agroement tind already been to weaken the authority of the 
Ikhani over the Kashkuli ; they li looted 2,500 sheep from the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah’s subjects in Zaic and Jahangir Khan and Isfendiar Khan 
Kashkuli had robbed a Government tal courier near Shiraz at Sinehsatid ; 
ay action of hs part to, push those response and to recover the looted 
property would bo inevitably regarded as inspired by resentment against the 
tribe for having made an agreement with the company. 

(5.) The Kashkuli tribe had in point ‘of fact no responsible leader or leaders ; the 
‘younger chiefs wore guided by the advice of their mothers or by irrespon- 
Mhle and intorested advisers; there was noone amongst them whom, the 
Tikhani or the company could make responsible; the post of Kalantar was 
for practical purposes in abeyance, 5 aN 

(6.) The title of the ‘ashkuli tribe to the lands in question being shown to be 
invalid, and the ability of the Khans to give effect to the ag ont being 
demonstral defective, the Ikhani claimed that it should be cancelled Ant 
replaced by a fresh agreement with him only. 


2, The reply of the Resident-Director to the above argument may be briefly 
Wy iy ly 
fllo 


summarised 
1) During 1919 and 1920 the company bad sont geologists and surveyors to the 
eer in questions the. Kaghkali Khons lad been requested, with the 
knowledge and approval of the Farman ma (then Governor- ral of 
Fur), to provide. guards, and linye done s0 without any question being 
ralsed by the Tikhant, : pa 
(2) ‘The mpecith status of tho Kashkuli had been recogvised: in 1920 by an 
agreement between Sardar Ashab Kawat |-Mulk and others, whereby 
the gt of the Jter(wpmsenting te othr bal of the ies oF Fars) to 
protect the interests of the Kashkult was recognised. 
(6) THE company, for reasous oF is, own, desited to start work at once fn the 
San ror aod gag adviged that in order to do eo it wus nesossary to 


OWS — 
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come to au agreement with the Kashiculi, whose win i 

0 ” , ter quarters lie so 

St ta ete go te Hae a or 
ould in practice be’ unable to foree them against their i 

the requisite loeal protection and assistance to the companys” BN? 
company would have 


to the strained relations e: 
Mighani at that time, and ow 
Tines of mover 


£0 an amiable 
hority aver the 


ny 60 : Kashkeuli Ag i 

entered into in good faith on both sides, and which cranes eee 

for the smooth working of these operations, even though they enjoyed to ihe 

AMSG extant the goodwill of the Ilkhani, but. were prepared'to make it clear 

tha hey recognise the eutorty of the khan over the Rasika to 
. niued payment of subsidies to the Kashiult d 

continued submission of tho Kashkuli tothe lawful authori ok we iene 


3, The Sardar Ashair replied by demandin, 
t y ig that the agreement off i 
ghoul not be less advantageous to bin than that of the CORTE LTO 
, he said, would never have tolerated subsidia ‘ 
enya tes aire 1 Grama Sea aay 
. The question of Mbegi was discussed; Sardar Ash Y 
pear ol ale are cri, ia mi es ea 
sytem didnot apply th matter was disposed of as Both in th agreomnt a 
5. ated that, subject to. the usual provisions, the. eon 


the Hkhant a ent. interest i i 
0 gine Se ae cent, interest in. any companies formed for the 


Sere ar Sa EARS | 5 including the Kashkuli area, the Kashkuli Khans. 


x er annum they alre ive, 
company of this concession is as follows: SSNS Sl 2 OR 


\pany was 





Approxiniate Anwunt of Subsidary gran 


7 2 
‘To Tikhuni, ‘To Kaxbkoli, 





of explorations. . 1,000 
ls pode nfaing gon | 8p a of oes 
prod of oxpleration ss 





The Kashkuli Agreement. provi ; 

; A provides for a payment of 2,001. during peri 

exploration, to be replaced by a payment of 40001 after ofl ix struck, olan Ke 
pton f the company by 9 percent of sharws of Kase Oi Company, 

; al outlay involved by the new a t Wi i i 
period of xparaton, 2000 alto ix po Rei aANCE Sear ae 
. Alter I had “anounced the company's readiness to make this concessi 
Sardar Asbair changed the conversation, the meeting. soon desew aan 
‘egatiations, whit ad hitherto been pursued in the presence of the Prine, followed 
at the Sardar Ashairs desire, w more subterranean ‘course, ou respective. Persian 
awaris being sel ws inerediares. The principal obstacle wow, of course, the 
i , Which Sardar desired to see cancell M 1 
morning, however, afer Ingthy dissin sting a ue oa 

bir presout forth were accept. . ae 

~ Ghulam Husain Khan Kashkuli and Hadi Khan Kashkuli i 
greener Ite in the atnnoin und underteal to obain the adhwsgee af te ati 
Sigvstories, ‘The former left the tribe early in the spring aud joined Sardar Ashain, io 
ump he now resides; the latter joined us.at Kamarij and came up with us’ to 


Shiraz; he was brought in’ by sy by: fi 
hes rought in by Mr. Clegy by car from Shiraz at the last moment, and, 


Ny 
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though in very bad odour with Sardar Ashais, was well received ; he returned with us 
the same night, Mv, Clegg took charge of the four copies of the agreement and, arme 
with a letter from Sardar Ashair and a gold watch for presentation on behalf of the 
company, went off to Baiza to obtain the signature of the young Hkbani. é 
8, The Sardax Asbair struck me ase man of considerable ability, and free, ot 
charicter, with a good head for business negotiations ; it seems unlikely that he will 
have for many years to come a serious rival, unless the latter is actively supported 
by the Persian Government; and it seems clear that even were his son to be ouste 
from the post of Ikbani, Sardar Ashair himself would continue to exercise great power 
for evil, ‘Tt is not, therefore, a matter of regret. that the company should have found 
it necesoury to conclude this agreement with the Ihani through Sardar Ashair, as this 
‘iroumstance, combined with the faet that @ representative of the Persian Government 
‘vas present throughout the negotiations, iy calculated to give a greater permanence to 
the agreement than it would otherwise possess, ‘ i 
9, In conclusion, the writer must acknowledge the great assistance rendered to him. 
uring the negotiations by Khan Bahadur Mirza Mohammed Khan, C.L1., whose great 
fexporience and dialectical ability were of inuch value, Prince Ibtihaj-ue-Sultan did 


nothing to obstruct negotiations; aud his presence was, in fact, of material assistance. 
Shiraz, May 21, 


Bnelosure 2 in No. 67. 


Agreement between Sir A. Wilson and Soulet-ed-Doreleh. 

(Translation) <A 
‘AN agreement which has been entered into as follows between the Anglo-Persion Ot 
Compay (Limited), on the one part, hereinafter called the company, aud Mubamm: 
Nusit Khan, Hkkani of the Keshyai, on bebialf of himself his hes or successors, 
and of the headinen and tribesmen of the Kashgai on the other part, hereinafter 
called the Thani, in respect of the protection and assistance required by the said 
company throughout tho whole extent of the territories in occupation of, the 
Kashyai tribe in their winter quarters for the purpose of the company's business 

under the concession which they: hold from the Persian Government, 
‘agreement should be submitted to aud approved by the Pes 


Anqione 1, 


of the water ty 

‘The selection of routes and sites for such work shall rest with the company. 

Tt is hereby explained that as long as the Persian Goyernment have left salt and 
sulphur in their natural state and free, the company sill utilise them free of charge. 

Tn the event of the said articles being monopolised by any company or by anyone 
under any concession, the company will communicate with thy Government, and. effect 
‘an arrangement, 


Anrieue 2. 

All lands whatever required by the company for the purpose of their preliminary 
exploration, for oil, including all or any. natural springs of oil in the said territories, 
together with an adequate supply of water, 60 far as available, shall be granted by the 
ald khan! to the company tres of charge, provided that the taking of the water is not 
detrimental to cultivation in the boundaries in question, and without let or hindrance 
from any of his relatives or dependants, or any of his tribestmen or of third parties, 

‘And it is hereby agrsed that, in consideration of tho sums to be paid to the 
Ibi under artistes 8 and 9, any’ claim for compensation, or subsidy put forward by a 
third party in respect of such land or of the protection to be rendered to the company 


by the Mzhani shall be met. by the’ said Ikan, or his heirs and successors, and that 
under no circumstances shall the company be made to pay compensation for the same, 
Tf the company finds itself obliged to puy other parties in order to ensure the safety of 
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their work, the amount paid may be deducted by the said company at their option from 
the amount due to the Hkhani, 


ARTIOLE 3. 

‘As soon a5 the company have been successful in finding oil in sufficient quantities 
to justify the laying of one or more pips-lines to one or more spots on the coast or 
elsewhere, and, as soon as oi is being exported thereby, the company hereby undertakes 
fo purchases aud (te Ilkheni ieeely adertakss to, diepoos Oh le ging ead other 
rights over whatever Government or other land may be required by the company for 
their operations at the following rates: for every square of 100 yards on each side, 
10 tomans for unirrigated arable laud, and 5 tomans for non-arable land. 

Tt is to be understood that it will still be inoumbent on) the company in accordance 
with the concession to acquire the said lands from the Persian Government in the 
manner specified in their concession or from the lawful owners, whoever they may be, 
by purchase or otherwise, 

‘The Lkhani further undertakes to sell whatever land way be in his own personal 
possession at the following rates: for every square of 100 yurds on each side, 
10 tomans for unirrigated arable land and 5 tomans for non-arable land, Tnrigated land 
must be acquired by the company at a reasonable value in accordance with tho 
concession they hold from the Persian Government. 

Lands 80 acquired shall be the absolute property of the company for the period of 
‘aisaureernect aud any, extrsion or sevotral Aierooh aid th mourneay/eballtieve ull 
proprietary rights theretn, 

Armiote 4, 

No one shall have any right to graze flocks on land so acquired or in temporary 
occupation of the company for the purposes of exploration, and should they do 4, 
the Ikhani undertakes to punish them. Should anyone transgress the company's 
Ypndatiog nid ligule Ciby tv ony OF eueic’Bobea wnser pit on amidene crise Ged 
forbid) the company shall not be responsible, 


Anmicne 5, 

All. houses, shops, &¢., which the company may build on land sold as above: or 
temporarily occupied shall be free of all local taxes,” ‘The Ikhani or his representative 
shall have no right to collect taxes from any of the people employed) by the company or 
temporarily permitted to settle on the land'in their possession, 


ARTICLE 6, 

The Hkhani undertakes to give all tho protection in his power to’the company and 
to their staff and Inbourers in any part of his territory from theft, highway robbery, 
assault, Ke. 

Similarly, the Tkhani undertakes to proteot all the property of tho company and of 
their employees which may be exposed to wilful damage or to possible loss ot thott, 


Anmicur 7. 

For this purpose (as long as tho Persian Government have not detailed regular 
forces in accordance with the company’s cuncession) it is further agreed that the 
company, in consultation with the I[kbani and with the knowledge of the Persian 
Government, shall appoint permanent trustworthy guards at whatever place they may 
wish to work under a reliable Persian of good family, whose pay and that of the guards 
shall be provided and fixed by the company in consultation with the Ikhani, and who: 
shall remain there summer and winter. 

If, in spite of the efforts of the said guards, a theft shall occur, the I[khani 
undertakes to recover the property stolen and to compensite the company for any. 
damage sustained in his territory. In the event of the non-réoovery of the, stolen 
property, the value torent shall be deducted by the eompany from ihe sums duo to 
the Ikhani, ‘ 

‘The number of guards at any place where the company may operate shall be fixed 
Wy is comipnsy ih oubulladoa rch the Tiktari saa wits Ess knowledge of the Persian 
Government. 

Tt shall be the duty of the above-mentioned head of the guards to keep order in 
thy areas in his ebarge to such extent as the company may order him; he shall have no 
Tight to interfere in any disputes among the company's servants unless usked by the 
‘company to do 80. 

Incase of misconduct the said guards are subject to dismissal or fine by the 
company, In the event of any heavier punishment being needed, the offender shall be 

[9627] ra 
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handed over to the representative of the Thani, and the Ukhani undertakes that 
punishment sball be inflicted, and to use his utmost endeavour to uphold the authority 
of the company’s employees, thereby avoiding unnecessary trouble to both parties 
of this contract, 

Anriene 8. 

Until oil is exported by the pipe-line from the said territories, the company shall 
pay to the Tkhani the sum of 1,007. per annum, payable half-yrarly fom the 
21st March in arrears, 

ARTICLE 9, 


‘Whenever the compan ww company 
on conipaniei, whidh tony be formed territories 
(including those covered by the agreement of the company with the Kashkuli Khans), 
the said fiihani shall be granted three shares out of every hundred shares issued by 
uch company or companies, ‘These shares will be issued in the name of the Tikhani, 
and the dividends that may thereafter be declared annually by the said company or 
companies shall be poid annually to the Ikhani, 

The above shares shall be paid by the company to the Ikhani in return for the 
protection and assistance he has undertaken to provide for the company’s staffand work, 
on the condition that he has in fact. provided it, but it in hereby agreed that the said 
amount of 2,000 shall cease to be paid after the first declaration of a dividend on the 
shares, 

‘The Tikhani hereby undertakes not to sell, mortgage, transfer or otherwise dispose 
of such sbinres issued, and in order that such shares muy permanently remain in his 
family, he hereby agrees to deposit the serip with the company against @ receipt for the 
same, 

Antone 10, 

Tn the event of the company failing to discover oil in sufficient quantities in an 
place where they may be working, they shall haye the right to styp work at their 
“option, and the Tkhani shall have no claim to any of the above payments, 


Anricte 11. 

It is hereby understood that should anyone be appointed by the Persian 
Government as the Ibegi to participate in the management ‘of the tribe belonging to 
the Ilkhani and should he interfere with this agreement or raise any claim, the Ikhani 
himself will be answerable, 

ARTICLE 12, 

‘The Ikhani solemnly declares that he will carry out all the conditions of this 
contract willingly and faithfully, and that he and his heirs and successors shall be its 
guarantors and shall accept fully responsibility for any claim or dispute by any person 
Shother in their tertitory or beyond it questioning the validity of any stipulations of 
this agreement. 

s contract eannot be cancelled except.ns provided as above, and shall remain in 
foree for the period of the company's concession from the Persian Government or any 
extension or renewal thereof. ‘ 

AnrioLe 13. 


bo settled in an anol y ; failing a 
friendly settlement, the dispute shall be referred t r f whom is to 
be nominated by the Ikhani, second by the compere and the third by the said two 
arbitrators, aid the decision given by that body shall be accopted as final 


Signed and seated at Dokohak this 22nd day of Ramadan, 1840, equivalent to the 
20th day of May 1922, ¢ if ‘ 

Mis agreement which consists of thirteon articles and which has been concluded 
between any son, Mohammed Nasir Khan, and the Anglo-Pocsian Oil Company is 


hereby confirmed and is correct 
(ED oA elowasan GUCo 
Ror the Anglo-Persian Oil Company), 
or the ON. ee) 
(LS.), MUHAMMAD NASIR KASHGAT. 
May 20, 1922. 
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Enelosure 3 in No, 67. 


Agreement between the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Muhammad Nasir: Khan, 
(Translazion,) 


AGREEMENT concluded between the Anglo-Persian Oil Cémpany and Muhammad 


Nasir Khan, Ikhani of th i i is hei 
Neer Pen behalf of himself, his heirs, successors, the 


The Ikhani agrees to confirm the aj ; 
tate 3 fi wgreement, dated the 22nd Mizan Takbaqui 11, 
1800, eoelided between the suid company and the Kashlculi: Khans, on the Cute 


eanying out their duties and 
that, the sid khins pay th 

fh tribal custom, and do not fail 

that if the khans should fail in any 

above, the company should in no way 


Khans abide by the conditions 


aiid 3, and bring about no trouble and annoyance for the 


Written this 22nd Ramadan, 1840, equivalent co the 20th May, 1922, 


(LS.) MUHAMMAD NASIR KASHGAT. 


This agee which consists of four elu 
which 1¢0 and has. be : 
aay #00, Mubainmad Nasi Kha, and the Anglo-Porsan Oil Compaty a hosay 


confirmed and is correct. 
(LS) ISMAIL KASHGAL 


We confirm, this agreement on our own. beh f 

We wn behalf and that of th 

have Signed the agroment, datal the 22nd Mian 1900, SHG rene 
, Nes o ae 

Beiter we nor they herosven will erate any difeulty oF rato any objston for the 


Dated the 22nd Ramadan, 1340, 


met HADI KASHKULI. 


(ZS)  GHULAM HUSAIN KASHKULI, 
(or the Anglo-Persian Oi! Company), 
A. 'l, WILSON. 


May 20, 1922, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 67, 


(No. 39) Consul Chick to Sir P, Loraine, 


Sir 
4 Shiraz, May 24, 1922 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to patel No, GO 
_ 1 HAVI you a copy of my despatch No. 66 
His Majenty’s consul-geveral for Fars (but without tho enelgouredtherotoh, on the 


gubjest of the agrootent concluded between the Anglo-Pessian Oil Company ant 
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Sir A. Wilson had a difficult task in dealing with such an avaricious, unprincipled 
‘and astute mounteban! fat that the result of the contest was 
in the circumstances not as satisfactory as could be desired 

Thave, &e. 
H. G, CHICK. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 67. 


Consul Chick to the Political Resident, Bushire. 
(No. 661.) 
Sir, Shiraz, May 24, 1922. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, with one spare copy, a 
translation of the agreement concluded by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company with 
Soulot-ed:Dowleh, Sardar Ashair, on behalf of his son Muhammad Nasit Khan, the 
Tikhani of the Kashgai, as also a record of proceedings drawn up by Sir A. Wilson.® 
Sir Ar Wilaon arrangel at ny request to deliver copies perwnally to His Majesty's 
Minister, 

‘You will note the supplementary agreement. giving the conditions on which the 
Ikhani (ie, Sardar Ashair) confirmed the agreement with the Kashkuli Khans 
Hadi Khan, who was not empowered by the other khans to the purpose, appears to 
have signed’ ont of unwillingness to annoy Sir A. Wilson and alarm at being for the time 
in the presence of his enemy; he has since expressed tho opinion that the other khans 
(who have joined Ali Khan, brother of Sardar Ashair, and are still demanding of the 

‘General their emancipation from Sardar Ashair’s domination) would not 
n the terms, or have any more faith in the latter’s attitude towards the 
clan than he has himself, 

Sir A, Wilson informed me that he was personally by no means satisfied with the 
present settlement; after two days in the company of Sardar Ashair he regarded the 
fatter us quite unreliable in his performancs of the terms of it; gave him till next 
apring perhaps before he again became a nuisance to the company and the effect of 
the present meeting wore off; and would regard it as a blessing were Sardox Ashair 
ousted from hig position and a fresh Tkhani appointed. ‘The Persian adviser to the 
oll company, Kan Buhadur Mirza Muhominad, C:LE,, is further extremely doubtful 
whether the Persian Government will aecept the agreements as they stand. 

Tas not present. at the negotiations, a His Majesty's Minister concurred in my 
view that it would be better to remain behind the scenes, Owing to Sardar Ashair 
ignoring the repeated advice of the Persian Government to pay ‘Ris, reapocts to, the 
Prince Governor-General, the negotiations took plaoy at some 15 miles from Shiraz, 
‘and the Governor-General took: no part in the discussion) although the draft and final 
‘agreements were shown to him), so that: the opportunity suggested by Sir P. Loraine 
for mo to seok an invitation from the Governor-General to be present with His Imperial 


tuestion of the reception by, the other Kashkuli Khaus of 
non, thelr willingness to submit to Sardar Asbair, and his own treat- 
mont of the clan in the next few months, the main drawback to the new agreement, 
which Sir A, Wilson understands as well as T do, is the position which would supervene 
on w change of khani—an event that in the natural course of things: must occur 
Within thrve years, if ot sooner, For Sardar Ashair refused to allow his brothers to 
De parties to the terms or to admit: the de jure ilbegiship of his nephew ; and it will 
therefore be within the rights of the brothers if they accede to power, to reftise to 
endorse the torms made by Sardar Ashair, In the peouliar relationships of the ruling 
Kashgai family, such a clause as “heirs and successors” of the Tkhani can bave no 
binding effect’ on the anti-Soulat Party,  Pructically there can be no finality to agroe- 
menty with auch a tribal organisation aa the Kasbgai, unless and until the ikheniship 
is abolished und the government of the tribe syparated into sections and brought 
directly under the control of the Provinelal Government—a proposal which His Majesty's 
Minister reports to exist at Tehran. 

My own view has been and is that, considering the local situation in Fars and the 
compaty’s future interests, 1 meeting of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's representa- 
tiverwith Sardar Ashair at the preeent juncture was unsound and inopportune, aud that 
the resull obtained may lead to further complications. Owing to. the unexpected 
personal support given by the Minister of War to Sardar Ashair, the latter was fir the 


* Seo Bncloyures 1 to 3, 
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greet 


his hand auén and ceasing to intrigue agai 
company, there ically nothii i irae 
company, ther is pratially nothing that Sardar Ashair can-do to assis the company 
Thave, &0, 
H, G. CHICK, 





[IE 8442/6/34) No. 68, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Karl of Balfour—(Received August 24.) 
. 428, Secret.) 
My Lord, 
__LHAVE the honour to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders, 
activities in Southern Persia. 


; , Deliran, daily 1, 1922, 
transmit to your Lordship herowith eopy of a roport, from 
military attaché to this Legation, on tho subject of Soviet 


Thave, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 68, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P, Loraine, 


am Tehran, July 1, 1922. 

trom! CLAVE tho lionou to forward you the stashed report which hag Teen oblaliod 
from an agent who is in close touch with the Russian Logation, and who has, been 
directed to pay special attention to Russian plans for inotasing Soviet aativities in 


‘These activities have noticeably ine: i i 
: eased since the arrival of Russian consul 
Tepaban, Shiraz and Kerman, and it is only zemonable to expect further Gee 
inereasing opposition to Titish interests as the Russian propaganda onganistion 
‘Though the Persian Goverament i 
Y Gove is undoubtedly opposed to the principles of 

Communist, little or nothing is done by the Persian authorities {0 check iis act vite 

viet agents. Though these activities are for the moment. directed. purely against 


the British, when the favourable moment arrives Communi 
_ British, , es Communist propaganda directed 
gn the Central Goverament wll ake the ld slongside the an-rish propaganda 


‘The Russian consuls already in office in the southern area of Peraia are: 


Tspahan.—M, Tartof; an intel 

7 - igent, well-educated man, who speaks Rngli 
Aunty Ho vas for ezhicon gears e comeapondent of the Mosson_novapeyer 
Busskoo Slovo’ Was four months in Persia in 1912, and during, the great war 
visited Greece ond the Balkans. A good writer aud trained propagandist, 

—M. Tambakof ; int it, 7 it 
who formerly wes a seni of De iaaeeeey wenn aon 
‘erman.—M. Evetski ; formerly a commissar at ‘Tashkent, In 1921 i 
chergo of the propagauda section in the [tusan Teton tua Noyadter 1a 

sian consul at E1 ft i 
Bahr oNGC RE shee i and transferred to Kerman in May 1922. 
Thaye, &o. 
M, SAUNDERS, Lientenant-Colonel, 
British Military Ataché. 
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‘Notes on Russian Propaganda Organisation in South Persia. 
(Secret. 
Geer PAMBAKOR, the Russian consul at Shiraz, is responsible to the Russian 
Legation for all political and. propaganda work in the southern area. ‘The Russian 
consuls at Tspaban and Kerman report to M. Tambakof aud not direct to the 
Russian Legation at Tehran on these matters. 

2, M, ‘Tambakof has received orders from the Russian Legation to makeither the 
Bakhtiarig or the Kashgais Russophile, at the same time to increase the friction 
etwoon these tivo tribes as far as possible. He considers that it will be easier to win 
the Kashgais over to the Russian side than the Bakhtiaris, so intends to expend his 
energies to attain this object. 

3, Instructions to Russian consuls at Tspahan, Shiraz and Kerman includ 

(a.) All meagnres to be taken to destroy British influence and to destroy the 
prestige enjoyed by British representatives. 

() Communist committees to be organised amongst Persian workmen and 
peasants. Touch to be obtained with the mullahs, whose value. is 
Tecognised. In this respect care should be taken to introduce nothing 

hich may be contrary to the teachings of Islam. 
itish and pro-Rnssian propaganda to be organised and disseminated as 
iWlely as possible, 

1. Funds,—1,l00 tomans a month has been allotted to each Russian consul by: 
tho Russian military attaché, Tohian, for payment of propaganda and secret service 
agents, Should consuls require further sums for payments of bribes or presents to 

articular individaals, these sums can be obtained on referring the matter to the 
Russian Legation at Tehran. 

BM, Tambakof, on leaving ‘Tehran for Shiraz, took with him 50,000. tomans 
(10,0001). He has since received a further sum ‘of 120,000 tomans worth of old 
roubles (24,000h), 

1G, ‘Tho Russiun Legation has issued instructions that special attention must be 
paid to the spread of Bolshevik doctrines amongst the workers in the southern oilfields. 
Opportunities for fomonting strikes and firing, wells should be noted and taken. 

7. M, Tambakof was told to get into touch with Seyed Bagher Khan of Shushter, 
ho was recoiumended to hin as a useful agent. 

8, With regard to Salar Nizam and Colonel Sand-od-Dossleh, two Persian officers 
gent recently by tho Ministor of War to Shiraz, M. Shumyatski, the Russian Ohargé 
AAtfairos, telegraphed to M, Tambakof -— 

Tam glad to be able to inform you that Saad-ed-Dowleh is leaving for 

Shiraz, He will give you inuch assistance.” 


9, ‘Tho following are known to be agents of M. Tambakof in Shiraz :— 

Nusibullah.—A Kazan Tartar, In 1921 was employed at the Hotel do Paris, 
Tehran. In 192) was with the rebels in Glau, Description : Short, yellow-haired, 
fait, round face, long fair moustache. Wears Persian hat and abba. 

Hussein Khan—A Kazan Tartar. Was employed by the Crown Prince (Valiahud) 
up to the time of the latter's departure in 1921 fox Burope. 


10, ‘The chief representative of the Persian Communist Party in Shiraz is named 
Mamin¢n Caucasian artar, He is employed at present in the Tusaian consulate and 
hias an assistant named Hassan Khan Gubr. 

11. ‘The chief representative of the Persian Communist Party in Kerman is 
Mehti Khan, Rais Baladiyeh (chief of the municipality). 

M, Cvetski his the following agents in Kerman: Mirza Hussein Khan, Mirza 
Ghulam Khan and Mirza Abdallah Khan, All three are Democrats, and were engaged 
by M: Bvetski on the recommendation of Mehti Khan, 

12, Raphael Movsissian, an’ Armenian Bolshevik of ‘Cebran, gave M. Evetski his 
visiting card just before the latter left ohran. This visiting eard was to be given by 
M, Eveteki toia Kerman carpet dealer named Sokrat Khangelofian, who would be @ 
useful worker for the Soviet caus 

13. The chief representative of the Persian Communist Party in Tspahan is 
Mahomed! Khan Kermani, living in“ Charsu Shiraz, Street.” He is a school teacher by 
profession at the School “Milli fran,” and in 1921 was living in ‘Tehran, 

‘July 1, 1922, 
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[E 8443/1002/34] No. 69. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Karl of Balfour—(Received August 24.) 


(No. 430.) 
My Lord, : Tehran, July 9, 1922. 

_ IT was recently announced in he pie Were that the Persian Government was 
seriously taking up with the Russian Govornment the matter of the latter's delay 
in carrying out certain clauses of the Russo-Persian Treaty. In the course of a 
conversation yesterday the Prime Minister told the Oriental Secretary, who inade. an 
enquiry by my direction, that the principal clauses in question referred to the handing 
cover by Russia to Persia of (1) Enzeli Port, and (2) Ashurada and Firnzeh, 

Kawam-ue-Saltanch said that Mushaver-ul-Mamalek was pressing this matter in 
Moscow, and was also bringing to the noties of the Soviet Government certain illegal 
methods of trade adopted in North Persia by the Vneshtorg and Centrosoyuz, which 
had evoked bitter complaints from the local Persian trading community. 

T have, &c, 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 8445/6/34] No. 70. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour —(Recvived August 24.) 


No, 492) 

My Lord, Tehran, July 6, 1922. 
IN my dospateh No, 427 of the ged July T had the honour to aefuaiat, your 
Tondship with the nogotiations which took. place in the neighbourhood of Shiraz botwweon 
the resident manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the 
Qusbgai chieftain, in regard to the a Series Sour ldoUNaNe caine att company 
and the Kashkuli khans for the exploitation of oil! deposits in the regions of Dashti-gil 
and Bikarz, and I alluded thervin to the question of Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s pervonal 
pesition as practical ead of tho tribe 

_ In this latter connection I boy leave to transmit, to your Lordship the aceompanyin 
copies of dospatches trom Ha Majesty's consular officers at Shitua atid Bushivo® tnd 
must begin by saying that I myself concur in ths views expressed by: Colonel ‘Trevor. 

Strictly speaking, Soulet-od-Dowleh ix not the ilkhani of the tribe, his son, 
Mohamined Nasir, being the titular holder of that position ; the son is, howevery mero 
instrument in the hands of his crafty aud unscrupulous parent, who astually wields the 
power and enjoys the prestige of the ilkbnniship, 

The record of Soulet-ed-Dowleh before, daring and singe the war are so well known 
to your Lordship that no recapitulation of it ia necessary here. It will suffice to say 
that this chieftain became engaged in active hostilities against British and British- 
organised forces, that he gave our military authorities some ahxious moments owing to 
his success in investing Sir Perey. Sykes's foros in Shiraz, but was eventually, and 
effectively chastised for his temerity. Soulet-ed-Dowleh has neither forgotten nor for- 
given the defeat inflicted on him ; he isa party who requires periodical chastisement, but 
unfortunately there is no one now in a position to administer it; while his respect for 
‘anyoue is in direct ratio to his belief in thei capacity to inflict it. [ mention this 
Tocause it is important to bear in mind that in dealing with people like Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh, force is the deciding actor. Tt is not unfair to postulate that: there are. three 
ways of dealing with Persians : force, money and kindness, OF the three, the two first 
alone make an impression on Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 

Shortly before Sir Arnold Wilson's arrival in Fars, Mr, Chick represented to me 
that the circumstances were favourable for the deposition of Soulet-ed-Dowleh from his 
position of: peramolne authority over the tribe; there were numerous local complaints 
‘against his harsliness, and against the brutal and lawless depredations of his tribexmen ; 
his influence in the province was wholly deleterious, his attitude towards the Prince 
Governor-General amounted to overt insubordination, hie relations with his life-long 


* Not printed: 
(9627) 
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i y ining British 
i Jawam-ul-Mulk, were worse than. ever, and it was only restraining Britt 
taeae “ehich hindered Qawam-ul-Mulk, whose was an element of order, from elo 
to overthrow the Qashqai chieftain. Mr, Chick indeed had at one omen Se ee 3 
me, confidentially that. Qawam-ul-Mull: was #0 desirous in the general interests OF 
rovinee of Fars that Soulet-ed-Dowleh should disappear for a time that Ne a ng 
Eirasble a) go a for a long trip abroad if the Qashqai leader were willing 
mT ido of Kili 1g two birds with one stone, that is of getting. #id of Soulet-ed: 
Dowleh and his mischievous influence, and also of ‘enabling Sir A. ‘ilson to pate 
‘afar more tractable negotiator than this chieftain, was not lacking in attract vans ‘ 
Moreover, Mr. Chick had expressed to me confidentially the opinion ee ce a ie 
doposition coming from the Central Goveroment would of itself probably o mucin 
to effect Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s downfall, as most of his adherents would at once desert 1 
‘and the numerous, people who had suffered under his tyrunnous and avaricious sway 
would forthwith raise up ‘their heads and complete his discomliture ; that, Be ey a 
the merest handful of Government troops would suffice ass nucleus aroun a Ka 
rally the maleontents, while Qawam-ul-Mulk and his Khamseh tribesmen wee 2 
ready to clinch the matter should Soulet-ed-Dowleh seriously show fight. xe eee 
T ascertained here that « plan had been sub itted to the Tehran Government for split ing 
up the Qashqai into four sections, each with an. iter at its head and the postion of 
ikhani of the whole tzibe being definitely abolished. ‘The scheme was, of course, 
ere application of the doctrine of divide ct impera, and its result, if over adopted, 
sald ortainly bo to diminish the power and anfiuence of the tribe’ and to render i 
H table from an administrative point of view. ie 
fa nrc nuncure rllostion, 1 decided to sound the Persian Government 5 tho subject 
and morely to find out thei views and intentions as regards Soulet-ed-Dowleb, | tvs 
‘aware that, before his resignation, Mushir- pene ie ieee Greene 
“pe i Persian’ sources against the Qashqai chieftain, 
Bate Gaines aes d Tea ‘When the question, however, arose 
the iter for War 


munication and added that in 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, to let him 
sian Goyernment and to 


noth 
sil 


oaley 
1 Persians are practically compel 
sable ohsigurr toan Bodeed- 


existing cireumstan soe ea 


Dowleh, My injunet 


Qawam-ul-Mulk’s poi us, and especially to avoid 


Being invelved in the perpet che two powerfull fuctions 


39 f 
Tepresented by Qawam-ul-Mulkc and Soulet-ed-Dowleh respectively, which are the curse 
of Fars polities, i 
Tam forwarding eopis of this despatch tothe Government of India, His Majesty's 
ey 


High Commissioner at Bagdad, His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire and to His 
Majesty's consul at Shiraz 


Thave, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 8486/6/34) No. 71. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Batfour.—(Received August 24.) 
No. 433.) 
fy Lord, > Pelivan, July 7, 1922. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that about a week’ apo Princo 
Farman, Farma made a further attempt to induce mo to tuke the first step towards a 
reoonciliation with his son, Prineo Firouz, Nosrat-ed-Dowleh 

‘Tfalt obliged to point out to his Highnoss that my attitude in this matter had not 
changed a hair's-breadth singe our last conversation, and that I was perfectly willing, to 

Nosrat-ed-Dowleh if he came to call on me in this Legation, I reiterated my 

that Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s behaviour sinos my, arrival had been wilfully. dis: 

he had been most hospitably received in’ London and with every mark of 

regard he had received « igh British decoration at the hands of my Sovereign and 

‘ot he had never taken the trouble to call on His Majesty's newly-arrived tupresentalive 

in the Persian capital. His abstention, indeed from any form of ordinary civility and 

from any attempt to make my. acquaintance had been very marked, hind been tho 

subject of much discussion in this city, and I could only regard it as w studied insult, 

for which Nosrat-ed-Dowlsh owed a reparation to my Sovereign's representative, Tf 

was obviously impossible for me to take the first stop.” During Prince Firouz’s serious 

illness, as the result of' the ganshot wound to his arm, Lad caused frequent enquiries 

to be made in rogard to le progress though the Legation physician who vas atonding 
him, but no single word of acknowledgment of this civility had reached me. 

From a politi point, of view, T had equally strong. groundy for complaint, 
inasmuch as Nosrat-ed-Dowieh's actions were nothing but a loug. series of attacks on 
British interests, British influence and British institutions in this country ; to be brief, 
Prineo Firouz had been making open war on my country and on myself, I did not 
attach any, special importance to this, because Tdid not think that the ciroumstanoos 
would do either of ns any serious harm, but I begged his, Highness to reflect on the 
grave wrong. which Nosrat-ed-Dowleh was doing to bis own country. He: wis 
deliberstely doing all in his. power to vilify England and to hinder the resumption of 
cordial and helpfull relations. between the two Govermuents, and the rendering of such 
assistance as His Majesty's Government might be disposed to give the Persian Govern. 
ment in the overcoming of Persia's difficulties and tribulations.” ‘The prevention of good 
tran perbapa an even Wofee uct than the doing af evil, bit NesratualDowleh wes pully 
of both erimes. I quite understood his mancuvre, which was to show that. he wis 
powerful and indispensable, and that nothing could be done in Persia without his good- 

anu cooperation, If his Highness thooght that this mado th slightest npr 
‘on mo, he was vastly mistaken ; if he thought that to make war on the British was a 
reliable method of acquiring their friendship, he was labouring under a singular mie- 
conception in regard to the British character. Krom another point of view, each one of 
Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s anti-British acts was an act in favour of the Bolsheviks and of thelr 
ultimate design of sovietising Persia. T enquired of Farman Karma whether he realised 
this ind whether the creation of a Soviet Republi in Persia was likely to be 
advantageous to his class, his family, his person or his possessions. 

Prince Farman Farma said he was heartily ashasied of his son's. discourtesy, and 
disapproved algethor of the poloy whic he was purmings but Prince Hii was 
over thirty years of aye and he could no longer eontrol his actions as though lie were 
still a child. He hid come to me entirely on his own account and without any mission 
from Princo Firouz, because he felt that the gulf between his family and tho Legation, 
who had formerly been on such good terms with each other, was widening and. that 
tunless, sone steps were taken now it would never be bridged, | He himself was willing 
to serve the Legation, he was still a power in the land, and was confident of his ability 

(9627) o2 
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to be uspful; but if he was to do this come understanding must: be reached und the 
fetrangement terminsted. ‘is Highuess suggested that be should invite me co louch ot 
dine at his house and that Imight meet Nosrated-Dowleh under his roof and talic 
things over with him ; if @ reconelliation ensued thereupon, so much the better ; if not, 
things would be no worse than they were already. 

Treplied that I could not be so far lacking in courtesy to his Highness as to refuse 
an invitation which he might extend to me, but that if T were to meet Nosrat-ed- 
Dowleh in such circumstances it could not be with the possibility of matters remaining 
where they were, and that it could only be on the prior and distinet understanding that 
Nosrat-ed-Dowleh should pay me a formal visit at the Legation on the very next day. 
Ladded that I found difficulty in understanding why Farman Farma came to speak to 
ine about this matter; he himself admitted that his eon was in the wrong, and the 
latter would, therefore, be a far more suitable subject for his Highness's observations 
regarding the desirability of a reconciliation, Farman Farma was visibly uneasy at 
receiving this reply, and in a niost improper but characteristically Persian mannet 
‘appenled against the sentence to Mr, Havard, who had entered the room shortly before 
to tako part in the interview, Mr, Havard at once replied that if anything my view 
erred on the side of lonieuey, and that, in his opinion, Nosrat-ed-Dowlch ought not 
morely to call at the Legation but should undertake, when doing so, to offer a formal 
apology for his abominable behavi é 

Firman Farma’s uneasiness increased on hearing this reply, which he evidently 
id not anticipate, and he changed the subject, He said that for some months past 
Hie had not, as T was aware, sought any Government employment, but he thought of 
doing go now, and he mentioned the Ministry of Interior and the governorsbips of 
Azerbaijan or Fars a5 possible alternatives ; he wished to know whether T should have 
‘any objection to his holding any of these offices, and added that even if he thought his 
‘coupation of one of then would not be welcome to this Legation he would desist from 
making any application. I said I would answer his question quite frankly, His 
Highness was avvare that since my arrival Chad taken no hand in the sppointments 
either of Cabinet Ministers or of provincial Governors, and I did not propose to begin 
todo so now, It was, however, only fair to tell him that the bitterly hostile attitude 
of the sin could not jail to react against the father. Farman Farma again protested 
that. he entively disapproved of his son's attitude and policy, aud complained of the 
hardship of having to suffer for thein, I was, thorefore, obliged to point out to 
his Highness that, 60 far as I was aware, he had made no serions attempt to induce 
hia onto cheng citer and thot he had not taken any steps whatever to dissociate 
himself’ from Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s activities and ambitions, but that, on the other 
hand, the solidarity of his Highness's family was a common topic of conversation. 

Fatman Farma had nothing much loft vo say except that this estrangement, which 
he deplored, would certainly be the ruin of himself and his family unless means of 
curing it could be found, He promised to. speak to Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, but wos 
evidently nob sanguine of producing any satisfactory effect. 

To not think thit any resumption of frienily relations with Nosrat-ed-Dowleh 
is now possible, and L have tor some time past thought it unlikely and made up my 
mind that if' we aro to regain our position in Persia it will be in spite of him. T have 
never allowed it to be thought that Lattached any serious importance to him or his 

joa, til this indiforenos has undoubtedly riled. him mots" than anything, for the 
Prince has a very exalted idea of his own importance and ability. The whole episode, 
however, has proved so conclusively hig utter unreliability that his possible uses as the 
instrument of a constructive prliey have altogether vanished, At the same time 
T cannot disguise from myself the fact that his efforts have been wainly responsible for 
eaping alive the steam of abuse and calumny against the Engl, ave encouraged 
tho Medjliss in its anticBritish attitude by a process rather of intimidation tha 
persuasion, aid have heen the principal impediment to the general improvement of 
elations between the two Governments which is certainly to be desired, So far I have 
not made war on Nosrat-ed-Dowleh in the belief that, if given  loug enough rope, he 
‘would sooner of later hang himself, or at, least that the better sense of his compatriots” 
‘would ultimately prevail and that his actions would be seen in their true light. I still 
think that this is the tight line to pursue in bis regard, although the delay in placing 
Anglo-Persian relations on a better footing which it involves is highly regrettable, It 
inay, however, become necessary to request the Persian Government before long to put 
pressure on his Highness to acquit his debts to the British military authorities in Trak 
nd to other British creditors, such as the Rolls-Royce Company, in order to show him 
that we, at all events, possess one legitimate weapon of retaliation 
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T regret to have troubled your Lordship with so lengthy a report on this subj 
: to have tro Lordship wi on this ; 
thy exeute for doing so is the Dearing which it hag on ESS Sal 
‘he strong felings entertained in regard thereto by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleton, 
: ‘warding a copy of this despatch to the Govern i is 
Aajer Hating copy of this despatsh to the Government of Tndia and to His 
: Thave, &e, 
~ PERCY LORAINE, 





{E 8447/6/34) No. 72. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received August 24.) 


(No. eat Very Confidential.) 
My , rs. Tehran, July 8, 1922 
T RECENTLY learnt from a secret and usually reliable source that the, Bolsheviks 
had laid a plan of campaign in the south which was to win oyer to thoir cause and 
ideas either the Qashgai or the Bakhtiari tribes; that the Soviet consuls had been 
directed, with this end in view, firstly, to make overtures to the Qashqai, who were 
thought likely to be the more amenable of the two, and in any endo to do what tho 
sould to sow diseasion between th tx tribes and their ruling chil af 
in my opinion. British influence with the Bakhtiari is strong eno 
that (ibe fom falling ito any auch texp, lit un relatione are fer hom being oat 
close or cordial with the Qashqai, In this connection [beg leave to refor your Lonlshiy 
to my despatches No. 427 of the Srd duly: and No. 482 of the 6th uly, both of whieh vill 


be sent by the sume. bay as the present despatch, to which Imay add that the 
relations between His’ Majesty's consul at Shitay and Soulgtod Doinah eae 
confidential communication with that chieftain a rather awkward matter, 
I decided, however, that an attempt should be made to defeat thia Bolshevile 
scheme, which, if successfully carried out, could only result in strife and disorder in tho 


south, necessarily detrimental to tle important’ Bri interests: th i 
Noreover, it may be confidently afitme that ths schomo's delibarately diated aseiog 
British interests and influence. T therefore noquainted Hia Majesty's consular officers 
at Bushire and Shiraz with the nature of tho information which I hid acquired, pointing, 
cout hat tho correct oly for us to purse vs in any ease to asso a a pou 
the maintenance of friendly relations butween these two powerlul tribes, and suggesting 
that means sould be found to convey a judicious warning to thir respective leaders in 
order to put them on their guard and) war them of the disastrous consequences. of 
falling in with the Russian ssheme.. 1 requested Colonel Trevor to instruct, His 
Majesty's consul at Ahvvaz to speak in a like sense to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, a T 
felt certain that his Excellency, whose relations with the Bakhtiari have of late become 
much more cordial, would "understand the threat to his own interesta which the Russian 
combination involved, and would himself give advice in the sense which I desivod to the 
Bakhtiari and the Qashqai. Furthermore, I informed Colonel Trevor that the ultimate 
aim of Bolshovik policy im this part of the world, in regard to whieh I had authentic 
information, was the creation of a chain of Soviet Republics stretching from the 
Cavcanus to Chinese Turkestan, and including Persia nd Afglinvistan, and It it te 
‘ion to use this information in vari ich i 
en ae @ various messages which it was sugigested 
Jolonel ‘Trevor lost no time in falling in with my proposal, He ins 

Mr, Fitepatiiok at, Alwar to speak in the desired sense; both to the loeal Buk heed 
Ikhaus and to the Sheikh of Mohammerah ; and he took advantage of the departure for 
Shiraz and beyond of Mr. Clega, formerly vioo-consul at Bushire and now in the 
gmployment ofthe Anglo-Versian Oil Company, to entrust to Mr. Clogs a Totter fom 
himself to Soulet-ed-Dowleh merely stating that Mr. Clegg was charged with a persoval 
message for the chieftain, and a memorandum embodying Colonel ‘Trevor's, nessa 
with which Mr, Clegg was directed not to patt--a wis precaution in view of Soulotak. 
Dowleh’s unreliable character, 

I have approved Colonel Trevor's action, both as. regards the substanes of 
meee SABA roposes to send and the method of Ah transmission, and Teta 
myself give a friendly warning to the Bakhtiari khans as'soon as a suitable opportunity 
of doing so occurs. 
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‘There has been a good deal of talk of Jate in the Tehran press in regard to the 
allegéd formation under Brti i i@ comprising the Sheilkh of 
Moliammerah, the Balti the Qashqai ina sense hostile to: the central Tehran 
Government, and with a view to theultimate partition of Persia and the assumption by 
Great Britain of « direst controlling influence over the southern portion, I need hardly 
say that there is no truth whatever in any such report and that T should absolutely 
discountenanee any: such scheme, as in my view any policy which tended towards a 

artition of Persia would be a most serious mistake from the British point of 


Nevertheless, the reports were put about with much insistence and gained credence to & 
considerable extent, even ret to 


sensitive in regard. to anything 


ae 


a rather peremptory 
receive immediately the Russian dragoman.. his 
oficial on savival upbratded SamsamceeSaltanch, with couspiring with the Sheikh of: 
Moliammeral against the Central Government, and added that unfoss a stop were put. to 
these mancuyres Red. troops would be marched into Persia, Samsani-es-Saltanch, 
ing to his own account, replied that he was not frightened of Russian troops, and 
hese did enter Persia the Bakhtiari would retire to their own mountains where 

the Russians could do nothing effective against them, 

Tam sending a copy of this despateh to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at Bagdad, His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire and lis 
Majesty's consul wt Sh : 

Thave, & 
PERCY LORAINE. 





[E 8505/7/24] No. 73. 


Sit P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 26,) 


10. 315, Most Secret.) 3 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 25, 1922. 
NORTHERN oft 
Commission favours Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company, and Prime Minister 
considers Standard Oil Company's offer inacceptable. Objections are not to amount of 
Toan, but to delays allowed for exploitation, 
T have suspected for some time that Prime Minister was vy 
company would offer him personally largest. inducement, Maybe 
(Oi! Corgpanyi bas, 





[8 8600/7/38) No, 74. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receired August 26.) 


(No. 316.) 
(Welegraphic.) BR, Tehran, August 25, 1922, 
HERSUAN Govesomgat havo requested ImperaliBaok or Poe Geto them 
400,000, tomuns for. purchase of wheat for Tehran, offering, as security, proceeds froin 
sales of grain, and, failing that, excess customs receipts; whole of oustoms revenues 
from Kermanshah, Seistan, Duzdap and Gulf ports remaining pledged to bank until 
repayment completed, Persian Government urge that unless adequate stocks be 
accumulated now against winter, there is serious risk of famine here, aud bank manager 
confirins this, s 
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entirely lapses, 

. lien till 8th Mareh, 1928, Former 

e ing grai i 

taccsly vada bank respecting grain advances is 
inister of War, 


Manager earnestly requeste me to obtain your sanction to ‘acceptance of proposals, 


adininistration hus since passed to 





[E 8506/7/34] No. 75. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston- 
(No. 317.) 


{Telegraphic.) 
ALY telogeam No, 269, 


My immediately preceding telegram, 
Bank manager anxious to ace ‘ain is 
genuine and sect ; transaction which would 


—(Received August 26.) 


Tehiran, August 25, 1929, 


jon on customs lupses 
H War and expended without 
ims, He is, of course, well aware of 


‘and although the idea of gi 
is most repugnant to me in 


in tho soutee of 


# could be’ found will oi in 
sa es found willing to stand up to it and give fair 


In these cirumatant 





[E 8606/6/34} No, 76. 
Sir P.Toraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Rectived August 30.) 
No, 323.) 
eliran, August 29, 1929, 
Prime Minister replied in writin 
deep regret and promising to , 


offended since, especially one 


that T cannot let the matter rest and am 


ee 
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[B 8681/285/24] No. 77. j 
Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour.—(Received August 30.) 


eae pa Tehran, July 13, 1922. 
'y Lord, 


it 0 ip herewith a copy of 
AVE to transmit to your Lordshi opy © 
Tatalli seins Senuiary Nea for the week eiding the 1st July, 1922, compiled by 


the military attaché to this Legation. aca 


PERCY LORAINE. 


Enelosure in No. 77. 


Intelligence Summary No. 26, for week ending July 1, 1922. 


Gian. 


i 6 miles south: of Kasma}, 
e 23rd June, near Ab-i-Loulchman (6 1 of, Kass) 8 
skirmish oostered. tween the, Government troops, reinforced. b pulars 


upplied by Sirda a ‘alish, and a rebel force. ‘The rebels retired 
d hy Sirdar Mugiaddir of Tali force. ‘Th i 
tT bios, i Ren 2 : 4 
wis aude of Siedgr Mutat is some ey eT, om wiahoula ie 


joven i iven the g nip of Fume ie 
Fee oor ee ah Seyed della, Out thar is litle doubt that he 
i 


ial assista pels. 
ing seoret encouragement and material assistance to the rel 


i ding. troops at Resht, was 
, the brother of the officer comman Fe 
sou ei aa wt Seed de He 
i 


the rebels and is being held as a boners 


for the release of Seyed Yussut, 
seized hell ae a hostage fo 
f Seyed Jellal, who is a prisoner in Resht, pelts 
sae Ca ak etacony, ine fn ily oom wor als 
irdar Muqtaddir openly declares himself for Seye Jeli, this is improbable, as 
Hinat dinalosstate iis Fecognising Seyed Jellal as a leader, 
SNA nace tee is low. ‘Those who had gained 
9, The moral of, the Government troops Those. who, had. gained 
experience ine jungle taht during the autumn and winter of 1021 are, me 
iz fh ‘The present detachment a % Feannck 
To a oan ae to which they are subjected. ‘They tako reprisals 0 
stand the continual sniping fo wevCoatle that many of these are driven to join 
none ; 
Syed aa ethe 0th June the Russian Legation sent an agen 
(an Armenin), to Rest fn out the exact cond 
‘ible, wit eye bags 
Bn rae paragraph dof last week’s summary, 
i se ae . ‘ “Karl 
should be made to Appendix A Lerarne ete 
$ » formerly called the * Binn. 
aa CE a ay ship of the first squadron. 


iw “Kurgk.’” 1,300 tons, 


¢, by name Leon Aramian 
alfairs in the jungle, and 


the following additions 


) “Arak number of this should read G.C. 47. She is a hydro- 
6) “graphical ship. 


p in Saspian fleet is @ Lett, by name Lugry. 2 
Dae pareecaeh (cy oRaEY ish, wae Soma, the conser, nary 
re iving performances in Enzeli, h 
rn n giving per e the 
Bares te eee abet Sainey aro fron the Mail theatre in Bak aa 
eh Considerable changes ae Toreahadovadian ihe ara ee Dineieys 
in Resht and Enzeli; most of the higher off i xin 
ba Be onnmauronla where it is understood they have collected large 


beats iat director the Centrosoyuz at Resht, is being transferred to Tehran: 


and will be replaced by Rebrik, a former secretary of the Centrosoyuz in Enzeli. 
nd will be replaced b : in Enzel 
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Mayers, the representative of Vneshtong at Enzeli, is to go to Constantinopt 
to the Russian Foreign Trade ‘Department Of 5 The 


ice there; he is fo be replaced by f 
notorious Communist Gayrilof. fj he is to be replaced by the 


yj Reference my summary No, 22, paragtaph T1, Repaic work onthe mole at 
Enzeli bas been discontinued. The’ western ‘breakwater it beyond repair, and 
according to a technical report will have to be enti ted, 


ribof has returned to Baku, 

been distributed in Gilan by 

f Fishery Company in Enzeli is experimenting in. the 

fave gia of fat from tortoises, which are plentiful iu the district, Se tarde 
have given a 5 per cent. result, 


10. On the 23rd June a courier arrived at Enzeli with 20,000 tomans in silver 
and ten boxes gold roubles for the Russian Legation in Tehran, 


. AZERUAUIAN 
Operations against Simko, 


U1, The sitnation remains unchanged. 

Reference last week's summary, paragraph 11, Genoyal_Amanullah Mirza 
has reached Tabriz, where he held an inspection of troops on the Set yee 

Simko has confined his activities to looting. in the vieinity of Kings he is 
Feported to wish to capture the town and surroinding villages before the harvest, 
in order to gain possession of the crops. 

12. His Majesty's consul at, Tabriz reports a concentration of ‘Turkish troops 
numbering 1,000 to 1,500 in Van carly in June. It is not yet clem for what purpose. 
they are there. Unit identification has not been obtained, 


TRANECAUCASIA. 


13, A source usually reliable reports that the following. ain force ig attached 
to the Caspian fleet : 
At Baku ; 4 hydroplanes, 8 aeroplanes : Petrovek ; 2 hydoplanes, 
4 acroplines, 

{he oficer commanding the air force is a Russian’ named Monastyrot, 

14. Considerable indignation is: felt-among the Persian merchants: in Baku 
eae ugeaive tax put on private trade, A syndicate which chastored a ship to 
trade with Enzeli is now anxious to break the contract for this rerson 


t Merchants 
in Baku who desire to trade individually are to be collectively muloted of 60 sallinng 
roubles for the privilege. i‘ 


Loristan. 


15. he operations against the Lurs are’ progressing favourably, and’ tho 
Government troops have occupied Burujitd, ‘The latter town is undec military, law, 


Mazanpenan. 


16, By order of Weiner, the Russian consul at Astarabad, the Persian 
authorities have arrested the Russian Vneshtorg officials. at the port for 
Suatbpropriation of funds. ‘The names of those arrested are: Walter and his wile, 
Samson, Sokolof, 

Walter has protested on the grounds that he and his wife are French citizens 

‘The Russian vice-consul at, Bandar-i-Gaz/has demanded the deportation of eve 
individuals to Baku for trial. ‘The Persian authorities have refused to allow tise 
Without instructions from Tehran, 

AAs (a fesult of the incident, this branch of Vneshtorg has been closed. by 
Shumyatski’s instructions, f 

17. By the orders of the Military Governor of Astarabad, the garrison\ of 
Bandar-i-Gaz has been reduced to twenty-four men, the remainder being withdrawn 
to Astarabad, 

18; By Weiner’s instructions, a Caucasian named Mohamed Jafar Sadikof has 
Proceeded trom Bandar-i-Gaz to the Turkoman steppes (Gumbad-i-Kabus area) to 
organise a Turkoman Communist Party. 


[9627) ‘ 
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Kazyin. 


19, On the 25th June; Minkin, the official in charge’of Vneshtorg, invited 
the leading Persian merchants to tea, He assured the merchants that trade tetwresn. 
Russia and Persia would soon assume its pre-war proportions, and asked them 
send representatives to the fair at Nijni Novgorod to buy Russian goods. 


‘TEHRAN. 


4 iti 5 il. Company: the Sinclair 
20. ‘The competition between the Standard Oil Company and i 
Company for A exh ‘oil concession continues, The emtain Conn 
carrying out extensive propaganda through the local press, and Sas O° 
‘attractive terms to the Persian Government, An example of its press propagan 
is given in Appendix A, iS aR 
ue oo On the 25th June, Mr, Thompson, a representative of the Sinclair Company, 
visited the War Minister and asked him to use his influence in the Cabinet to secure 
the grant of the concession to the Sinclair group, promising him a large sum o 
y should he he successful. f £ 
em On the B3rd ‘June, Osetrof, late first secretary at the Russian Legation, left, 
for Moscow. : : 2 
OND}, On the Bist Jime, Kalishetz arrived to be Russian consul at Tehran. He is 
a Jew invyer who became a, Communist in 19005 after the revolution hhe worked in 
the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs until sppointed to Tehran. 

e With him arrived Minski, who left ‘Tehran on’ the 24th June to be consul at 
me 24, Trafimot, who is now in Meshed) as been appointed head of Vneshtorg 
in Persin rice Belgof, who is to return to Russia. yi $ 
MSS An uncontirmed report states that Mi Rothstein has been appointed to 
Berlin and that he is to return to Tehran for a few days to hand over officially to 
Shumyateki, ‘The latter has been instructed to take no important action until 

i Paes 
Sey wane courier Demyanof eared from pine, ‘on the 26th June, bringing 

o for Apin, the Russian military attaché, “ad 
oer the. 26th dame, courier Routin arrived, Bringing reports, from 
Kermanshah, on work done in Trak during the months of April and May, = 

28, On the 30th June, Gonski, a Russian chafienr, arrived from’ Shi Cy 
reported that, thanks to the energetic work of the Russian consul at Shiraz, the 
" has become very popiilar among the lower classes. 
tes Humyatski hue ordered all members of the Political Department in the 
Russian Legation and the Yarcheika to learn French. ‘Teachers havo been engaged 
i SPAR “p reported to have said in a meeting of the Yarcheika that since the 
Russian attempt to overthrow Reza. Khan has failed, they must now make every 

to win him to the Russian side. rf Coe : 
font in dr instructions from Shumyatski, Qawam ‘Tujjar, « propagandist, who 
from Baku last March, is again to proceed to Baku, and after receiving 
‘structions from the Soviet authorities there, he is to return to Tehran 
fo form a Caucasus Communist Committee to work in close liaison with the local 

Persian C ist Committees, A 2 i 
Pernt pe coumission appointed to check the accounts of the Russian, Legation 

found that expenditure in one year amounted to 12} million tomans (i-e., about 
£3,200,000); this includes the parment of all officials except those of Vneshtorg, and 

sums expended on propaganda and secret service. ; 

all sums expended on proongnis 0 rt ST sma fom Var 

Baku that German goods may shortly be expected to arrive in Persia via Russia. 

34 The Prime Minister, Qawam-es-Sultaneh, has introduced new press 
regulations, Infringement of these is punished by various fines and terms of 
imptisonment, Under these, press offences against foreign representatives are 

punishable. . 

‘The papers suppressed this week are :— 


 Shafag-i-Surkh,” 
* Haqigat.”” 


Both of these are subsidised by the Russian Legation. 
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‘35. With a viey 
ordered 


@) A further 2,000 men to be recruited in the Tehran area. 
( 


wy to increasing the strength of the army, the War Minister has 


0.) Each tribe to provide a certain number of 
(@}, Work in the arsenal to be developed, and cave ct oti 
to be melted down. 


ene On the 2ist June, three naval officers arrived at Tehran from Baku vid 


Admiral Tyanof, a Russian officer of thé Baltic fleet, 
@ Captain Eidarof, a Russian officer of Baku port. 
(e) A German officer, name unknown, 


‘These left secretly for Shiraz on the 22nd June. The object of their mission 


has not yet been ascertained. 
M. SAUNDERS, Liew/-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 


loped, and guns of old and useless pattern 


Tehran, July 2, 1922. 


AprENDIX A, 


Translation of Special Edition of the Tehran Newspaper “ Badre,”’ 
dated June 6, 1922, 


The Vruth comes to Light, 

They need odourless, but highly inflammable oil, Before getting it, they will 
help us with 10,000,000 tomans, Laie peas 

They trust the Persian people, and the people must fulfil their duty, 

The British are engaged in intrigue. Who are the Standard Oil Company, and 
what is it doing? 

The Persian Government has not yet come to a decision; the country must take 
up a strong line im order to protect their national interests, and tho’ Parliament. 
must. come to a decision as soon as possible, 

Being deeply affected and touched by the unfortunate economic conditions, and 
by the dense and unhealthy atmosphero Of Tehran which has resulted from the bad 
odour of oil which has’ poisoned ody, and being actuated by our conscience 
and a desire to discharge our national and religions duty, we have made enquiries 
from the representatives of the Sinclair Oil Company about the northern oil 
concession, _ Our object in so doing was to find out thelr plans and. the: proposals 
which they have put forward in this connection, We have much pleasure in 
publishing below the replies received from the Sinclair Company representatives. 


“Gentlemen, at the beginning of our answer we wish to point out that the 
Sinclair Company opened negotiations with the Persian representative in 
Washington, Mirza Hussein Khan Alai, six months before the Standard Oil 
Company, submitted their proposals, When we arrived in Persia we learnt that 
the Standard Oil Company had taken secret measures in this connection with the 
help of the British, and tiad succeeded in obtaining the assent of the Parliament 
to the grant of the concession in a way which is known to all. By good fortuno 
their secret plans hiaye been revealed to the Persian Government and the people, 

A short time after we presented our proposals. the Cabinet of Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh fell. ‘These sume proposils have been reeubmitted to, the Cabinet. of 
Qawam-es-Sultanch, and we have earnestly requested him to arrive at a decision, 
tn the past fortnight, however, we: have received no reply, andthe proposals hve 
not yet been forwatded to the Parliament, 

We wish to point out that we only vish to help you by rengon of the friendship 
we feel for you, and in order to strengthen the bonds of friendship which bind the 
two countries of Persia and America together, We are on no political mission; 
our only object is to assist the progress and happiness of Persia, Others, in order 
to achieve their political ends, may perhaps bring threats against your Government 
not to conclude any treaty with us, We have come witha pure and upright economic 
policy which considers the real and material interest of Persia, We have come 
to work for the Persians and their country. ‘This is our last and most serious 
statement to you in this connection, If the neople of Persia permit us we will 
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conclude our agreement with the Government and the Parliament, and commence our 
work; but if aa ‘and in spite of their bitter experiences in the past they prefer snes 
to us, they had better givens a reply so that we can bid farewell to Persia, an 
return to our own Avi ica on the other side of the ocean. 
We givetiuer some extracts from our proposals — 
1. ‘The period of the concession shall be fifty years. 
2 The Sinclair Company shall not co-operate with ny other company except 
by the consent and approval of the Persian Goyernment. ity 
3, In cise of infringement of,the conditions the concessien shall be annulled, 
‘and all the machinery and stores handed over unconditionally to the 
Persian Government. 
4, The Government dues shall be between 16 per cent, and 25 per cent: they 
hall increase in proportion as the profits of the company increase, but 
shall never be less than 16 per cent. or more than 25 per cent. 

‘Phe Sinclair Oil Company shall grant a loan to the Persian Government, 
amounting to 10,000,000 dollars (12 krans to the dollar). The rate of 
interest to he 7 per cent. 7 

6; Oil for use in the country to be sold to Persians at cost pr 

7, With the exception of engineers and experts, all employees 

be Persians. hie P 

relimil res to be taken immediately after the signature of the 

eH Sean apr netual work to be begun within a period of six months 

ffom that date, without the assistance or co-operation of any other 
company or State.” 











plus 15 per cent. 
and workmen to 


must call the attention of our fellow-countrymen to the unfortunate economic 
erly tnd to, the unhappy state of the people which has resulted from, the 
Stagnation of trade; we must urge the Government to decept the proposals of the 
Sinclait Company and fayour thei with the grant of the concession. At the present 
fine all countries of the world are prospering in economic and political affairs; 
shall not Persia try to prepare the means of transport en commun cab ion ene 
for her progress and prosperity, and free herself from the interference of Oy Tees 
fad their native agents, thus laying the foundation of good factories an 
commercial prosperity. 














[E 8098/6/34) No. 78 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Ke Ileston. 





(Received August 80.) 


Tehran, July 17, 1922. 
it to your Lordship herewith copy of a report 
My the military attaché to this Legation, concerning 

























eatisfactory manner. sie me 


PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure in No, 





Report on Visit to Gilan, July 4-8, 1922. 

Political. 7 ies 

i , Brenan, His Majesty's consul at 

i Sth July, accompanied by Mr. T. V. Brenan, Ma na 

Roath Ped on Vosst-er Sultaneh th Governorioneral of Glan, He zeeived 

tae cordially, and stated chat the Prime Minster hed rea i oe ford me 

y facili hat the Russians evident appre n 

Fre eee jad. been dintibated a. the Yown the previous day by their 

‘A trauslution of this pamphlet is attached: 
© Not printed 








agents. 
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Vossugh-es-Sultaneh then discussed the revolutionary movement of Seyed Jellal, 
and the military operations: now in progress in the jungle, He stated! that, in. his 
opinion, this movement could be crushed at onve if Sirdar Muqtaddir of Talish would 
render wholehearted support to the Government, He was, however, convinced: that 
the latter was playing a double game by being outwardly frienily to the Government, 
but secretly assisting the Bolsheviks to support Seyed Jellaly He: thought that 
Sirdar Mugtaddir was using Seyed Jellal as a handle'to force the Government to give 
him the Governorship of Fumen as well as of ‘Talish, thus inaking. him extremely 
powerful in that part of the province. Inno way did he place any reliance in Sirdar 
Mugtaddir’s offers of help, 

He considered the troops were doing extremely well in their most difficult task of 
trying to round up revolutionaries who know every path and hiding place in what is at 
this time of the year an almost impenetrable jungle. 

Vossugh-es-Sultaneh then referred to Russian propaganda, and complained of the 
way in which the Russians made his task as difficult as possible for him. He stated 
that he had proofs of the Russian consul being in close touch with Sirdar Mugtaddir, 
and through the lattor, with Seyed Jellal. ‘The Russians were conducting an organised 
propaganda campaign in Resht and throughout the province, and spent a large sum of 
money on bribes, agents and subsidies to nowspapers. In spite of this, howover, their 
propaganda had little effect, People took their money, but did little for it, 

Vosstighi-es-Sultaneh impressed mo very favourably, and his undoubted antagonism 
to Bolshevism in any form explains the efforts of the Russlan authorities to obtiu ie 
removal 


Situation at Bnzeli. 


2. The following day, the Gth July, Mr, Brenan and I visited Enzeli and called 
on the Military Governor, Major Sadiq Khan, who, a short while ago, roplaced 
Major Ruhullah Khan, Major Sadiq Khan appeared’ to have the port in excellent 
order, and is carrying on the admi Tonite eaitellinee aebin predecessor, He 
also complained of Russian intrigue and the continual obstructiveness of their officials, 
but, like his predecessor, he is openly anti-Bolshevik, and seems well able to maintain. 
his authority. i 

He stated that the Russians had not yet handed over the port officially, though 
they had promised to do so some months ago. In the meanwhilo, the harbour is 
getting silted np through the cessation of dredging operations, and the breakwator and 
piers are badly in need of repai 

The Russian "Vneshtorg” has business-like premises in Enzeli, and deals with 
all merchandise landed from Russia after passing the customs, 

T saw one Russian ship in the harbour, a torpedo boat named the “Dieyatolni,” 
which was stationed thero asa guardship It was filthy dirty, neither officers or men 
ay pein to have any pride in themselves or their ship. ‘The Military Governor 
informed me that he had asked the Russian consul the renson for the presence of this 
““goardship,” which the Persians tid not require ini their port. He was told. that it 
was thore as a sign of honour and respect on the part of the Russians for the Persian 
people! His efforts to secure its removal had met. with no success. 

Owing to the ontbreak of cholera in South Russia, quarantine stations have beon 
established at Astara and Bandar-i-G: All ships, before proceeding to Enzeli, must 
call first at Astara and undergo three days’ quarantine. Two deaths from cholora have 
Seon reported to havo oeeured at the Astar quarantine station doing the pest 
week, 

1 was told that few ships had called at Bnzeli during the past three weeks, 
a probable reason being that many are being used for the transport of troops to 
Krasnovodsk for the Turkestan front. 

Permits to leave or enter Persia are strictly controlled. All individuals desiring: 
to enter Persia must have passports viséd by tho Persian consul at Bakiy, and avy person 
desiring 16 eave the country must have view groted by the Mitry Gover of 

nel 

J visited M, Hunin, the Belgian director of the Persian customs at nzeli. He 
deplored the stagnation of trade and told me of one interesting fact, namely, that there 
is considerible unrest amongst the personuel of the Caspian fleet, both naval and 
mereantile, who would welcome a change in the present form of Soviet. Goveramont, 

‘Tho Russian wireless station at Enzeli bas been moved from the Russian consulate 
to thy Kazian (eastern) side of the harbour. 

‘The present garrison of Enzeli consists of 120 infantry, Persian army. 
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Operations against Seyed Jellal. 
3. Colonel Ismail Khan, the officer commanding troops in Gilan, called on me at 
Resbt on tho 7th July. He had arrived from Tehran a week before, and had just 
taken over command. E < 
He stated that he had 900 men operating against Seyed Jellal in the jungle, with 
headquarters at Kama, and 500 more stationed in Resht. His views on Sirdar 
Mugtaddir of Talish were similar to those of Vossugh-es-Sultaneh. He estimated’ the 
rebel strength tobe from 80 to 100, and did not anticipate any great difficulty in 
rushing the movement. The rebels were located in Ab-i-Lovlohman (five miles south 
‘of Kasma), and were surrounded on three sides by Government troo} , 
Colonel Ismail Khan was recontly staff officer to Reza Khanin Tehran. He is an 
energotic, well-educated officer, aged about 24, who received his military training in 
Russia. He is anti-Bolshovik, and spoke very bitterly against the intrigues conducted 
by tho Rnssian consul in Resht, with @ view to hampering the local Persian authorities. 














Kazvin. 


4, On my way through Kazvin I hed an interview with the military Governor. 
Ho informed mo that the town and district were quiet and normal, and that he had no 
difficulties except lack of money in the administration. Order was maintained in. the 
town by a garrison of sixty infantry, Persian army, in addition to the normal civil 


police, 









Communications. 


‘Phe road ‘Vehran—Keavin-Resht is in very fair order, except for the sections 
‘Tehran-Kerej and Loshan-Menjil, to which T-called the attention of the road company 
thorities on my return, ‘The fact that Lwas able to complete the journey from 

‘Pohran to Resht ia one day by motor without dificalty shows that the road has greatly 
improved since the spring. 3 : 

‘Tho tollegate Keepers throughout are Russians, and with one or two exceptions 
are|strongly anti-Bolshevik, Several are Russian officers of the old régime, who have 
taken refuge in Persia, 

‘ho road Reshit~Knzeli ig in worso repair than when T 
This section had no work being done on it, aud will 
attentled to, 














ted Eneeli Inst January. 
jdly deteriorate if not 













Conelusion. 


6. As long ay Soyed Jellal and his following remain at large, the situation cannot 
‘be regarded as entirely satisfactory. As’an individual, Soyed Jellal is a man of woak 
character, poor education and of io importance, bat the fact that he is a rebel and at 
Tare gives a foci to the Bolsheviks from which they can develop further revolutionary 
tivities. . 
se he people in the province have no sympathy with Bolshevism and no love for the 
Russians, ‘They naturally would like to see the trade routes opened freely with Russia, 
‘as the prosperity of the province is dopendent on trade with its northern neighbour, 
In spite of the vory active propaganda conducted by M. Opresof, the Russian consul at 
Tosh and hn asitats was oplesantsurpree to. find that hie propoganda vas 
Producing practically no effect, and to find that Russian influence hud not increased 
during tho past six months, et 7 
Tam most grateful to Mr. T. V. Brenan, His Majesty's consul at Resht, for the 
reat assistance he has given me during the past six months in the collection of military 
Fralligence in the province His close touch and cordial relations with the local 
Persian officials and notables enabled me to form a clear and accurate appreciation of 


M, SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché. 














the situation. 
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Sir P, Loraine to the Hart of Balfour—(Received August 80.) 
(i 454. Secret.) 3 
fy Lord, 


& Tehran, July 17, 1922. 

sums AYE the hongur to transmit to-vour Lordship Berowith copy ol intelligence 
ry No. 27 for the week ending the Stl y, i fi 

attaché to this Legation: ieee ee ae 


itary, 
Thaye, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 












Enclosure in No, 79, 


eas Intelligence Summary No. 27 for week ending July 8, 1922, 


Operations against Seyed Jellal, 


jungh, Bevons daily, sniping between the rebels and Goverment. troops in the 
jel, no action of importance hus taken place ‘The oflge commanding Govenn- 
ment troops has sent a special messenger with a message to Seyed Jellal advising him 
to surrender, and promising him an amnesty if he should do #0. ‘The roply of Seyed 
Tellal is awaited. 

2. The Russian consul at Resht is in communication with Seyed Jellal, but so 
far there are no proofs of his having given the latter any material support, 

3, The irregulars lent by Sirdar Mugtaildir of 'Palish to assist the Government, 
troops have been ordered to withdraw, as they were found to be untrustworthy. 

4. Owing to his failure up to date to round tip the rebels, the War Ministor hae 
removed Jafiar Quii Agha Mir Pan} from the command of the troops in Gilan, and 
has replaced him by Colonel Ismail Khian, late chief of the staff to the Tehran division, 


Giray, 


Enzeu. 
left Enzeli on the 28th June for Baku. The follow- 





_ 5. The steamship " Feniks 
ing passengers were on board 
Amid-ul-Mulk, on route to Berlin, 
Schkwortschenko, late director of Vneshtorg at Resht, en route to Moscow. 


Steamship “Islam ’ arrived at Enzoli on the 20th June with merchandise, On 


the 80th June torpedo-boat “ Dieyatelnj ’” relieved the “ Jakub Sverdlof ” as graard- 
ship at the port. 








Reeur, 

6. A body of young Persians:in Resht have lately banded together and protested 
to the Governor against th filling of junior posts tn Government Departacnte tt 
strangers from ouside, and demanding tat nich poste shoud be led by naivs of 

iilan, ‘The youths in question are nearly all disaffected, i 
ies esas ly ‘and Were notorious during 

7, ‘Trimolief has relieved Schkwortschenko at Resht as head of the local branch of 
Vneshtorg, 

; Azenpauan, 
Operations against Simko. 

8. No change has been reported during the past week, 

General Amanulldh Mirza is busy reorganising his forces with a view to taking 
the offensive. 

9, A small detachment of Turkish. troops from the 1/500 at Vi i 
last weeks summary) has proveeded to Kotur eo en erponeee in 

_ It is generally believed that they are hostile to Simko and will prevent him from 
retiring into Turkish territory if defeated by the Persian forces, 


Kazyin. 


10. The Swedish chief of police at Kazvin, Fogelklu, has been dismissed, 
Colonel Abdullah Khan. a Sat appointed in pis roles Searee ans 














iz 
Lupistan, 


1, The War Minister received a telegram from officer commanding Government 
troops at Burnjird to say that the Lur eneampments in the neighbourhood of 
Burujird hed been attacked and captured. ‘wo hundred of the Lurs had been 
killed, the Government troops losing seventeen killed and fifteen wounded. Further 
trouble with the nurs is not expected. 


TsPanan, 


‘The Russian consulate-general was formally opened on the 16th June, and 
the Soviet flag hoisted in the presence of some 500 Persian and a few Armenian 
guests, No Europeans were present, The Governor-General was prevented from 
attendance by illness, and was represented by the Deputy Governor. M. Tartof made 
a Tong speech in Persian explaining the benefits of Soviet government and animad- 
verting on the despotic régime of the Russian Tsars. He explained the meaning of 
the Soviet emblems of hammer, spade and sickle, and said his Government interested 
itself in redressing the grievances of agriculturists, artisans, the peasants and the 
The flag stuck half-way and ould not be raised. Ladders and workmen were 
however, requisitioned, and it was finally put in position with considerable difficulty. 
‘A paper was then read by one Firuz, a coachman, and speeches delivered by repre- 
sentatives of the labourers, tinkers, blacksmiths and working classes eulogising 
Soyiet government, which advocated their cause and offered means of redressing their 
grievanices, Sundty, democrats attended, also the edifors of various local papers, a 
few heads of Government Departments and batches of school children from Persian 
and Armenian schools, ‘The latter were entertained by the Russian ladies and 
received red bags of sweets, No mullahs were present. ‘The services of a number of 
artisans, peasants and shopkeepers were enilisted to attend to the wants of the guests, 
and they vere provided with elean clothes for the oceasion. There was.a cinemato- 
graph show with war scenes and Lenin’s portrait, and a film featuring the conclusion 
of the Russo-Persian ‘Treaty and its signatories, | Juggling followed, andthe 
proceedings, which Insted from 5 to 10 v.st, closed with a display of fireworks. ‘The 
military band officiated and some twenty soldiers were on duty, 

13) The Russian consul for Kermin, M. Apollon Evetsky, with his wife, two 
Russian officers, two ladies and staff, staved at Nain and Yezd on their way to 
Kerman from ‘Tehran, ‘They were cordially welcomed by the Nain notables, ‘Some 
attempts at propaganda were made at Yezd, notably the publication of an organ in 
the Russidn interest named “Shir Kuh,” whose editor, Ahmed Agha Reshti, was 
formerly in Moscow. 

14, The Russian consul-general at Ispahan has received instructions from his 
Legation to subsidise the local newspaper, “'Sidai Ispahan,’” whose editor is Mirza 
Mahomed Ali Muqarram, 

Touran, 


15. ‘There have been no further developments regarding the negotiations for the 
northern oil concession. ‘The propaganda conducted by the representatives of the 
Sinclair group still continnes, 

16, Shumyatsky, the Russian ‘Chargé d’Affaires, received telegraphic instruc- 
tions from Moscow on the 4th July to reduce, as far as pre the number of 
Vnoshtorg officials in Persia, He has already reduced greatly the number of officials 
in his Legation. 

17. ‘hree naval officers, who arrived at Tehran on the 21st June from Russia, 
left Tehran on the 23rd June for Shira 

Admiral Iyanof, of the Baltic fleet. 
Captain Eidarol, of Baku port. 
‘A German naval officer (name not asgertained), 


Tt is stated that they are to examine and report on the ports and shipping in the 
Persian Gulf, . 

18, On the 3rd July, Urie Tambakof, the son of the Russian consul ut Shiraz, 
arrived at Tehran from Moscow with despatches for the Russian Legation, 

19. The Russian Foreign Trade Department has published a notice saying that 
it is prepared to accept goods for transport to all parts of Persia and to foreign 
‘countries, with the exception of France and America, = 

‘90, A reliable informant states that Ali Thsan Pasha, with six Turkish officers, 
arrived in Tehran from Baku on the 25th June. They left ‘Tebran on the 27th June 
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for Ganesh Teppeh, accompanied by a ghulam_ supplied them by the Turkish 
to be supporters of Enver Pasha and to be proceeding 


ation. ‘They are reporte 
to Kabul vid Narkestan, 


‘Mazanperan, 
Bandar-i-Gaz, 


21, A Russian named Lorino arrived at Bandar-i:Gaz on the (th Jul 
charge of the local branch of Vneshtorg, eae see) 


KHORASSAN, 
22, Numbers of Russian refugees from Askhabad are reported to be arriving 


at Nishapur, Sabzawar and Shahrud, 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel. 





[E 8649/285/34) No, 80, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Karl of Balfour—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 459. Secret:) 
ly Lord, : Pehran, July 18, 1922, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, under flying, seal, 
copy, of intelligence summary No, 28 for the week ending the 18th July, 1922, com- 
piled by the military attaché to this Legation, 

Thave, &¢ 
PERCY LORAINE, 


iclosure in No, 80, 
Intelligence Summary No, 28 for week onding July 18, 1922, 


‘ Guay. : 
Operations against Seyed Jellal. 

1, Seyed Jellal refused the terms of surrender offered him by the officer com- 
manding Government troops. 

The rebels wore attacked on the 10th July and completely defeated, Seyed 
ella Med, and his followers dispersed to theit homes or to hiding places in tho 
jungle. 

Ensen, 


_2. A Russian named Curief, an official of the Soviet Eastern Department, 
arriyed at Enzeli on the 7th July, and left for Tehran on the 12th July. 


Avenpauan. 
Operations against Simko, 

__ 3. Except for skirmishes between small detachments of Government troops and 
Simlo's Kurds in the neighbourhood of Khoi, there has been no Aghting during the 
past week, 

4, The column of Government troops which advanced from Hamadan vid Bijar 
on Sainkaleh (see paragraph 8, intelligence summary No, 28) hs occupied Sainkaleh 
and Mianduab without resistance, the Kurds retiring without fighting. 

5, The resignation of the Governor-General of Azerbaijan, Mosadigh-es- 
Sultaneh, has been accepted by the Government, Colonel Ismail Khan, who had 
been Military Governor of Tabriz shortly after the rebellion led by Lahouti Khan 
(see paragraph 5, intelligence summary No, 6), has been appointed Military Goyerhor 
of Avorbaijan, "The province has bien plaged under martial nw, Munadighes- 
Sultaneh and General Habibullah Khan, the late Commander-in-chief, are leaving at 
once for Tehran, 

8. A Caucasian, who arrived recently at Tabriz. with Simko's permission trom 
Urumia in order to obtain proper medical treatment, states that he had heard that a 
few Turkish troops had brought forty loads of ammunition to Nauchia, which they 
said were required for an advance on Mosul, ‘Bazaar rumours connect the presence 
of Turks on the frontier of Irak with an advance by them into Mesopotamia, Ou the 
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in:chi ir considers that 
other hand, however, the Persian Commander-in-chief at Tape oop wich, a 
‘nh eo0ps on Bh Er a aad recently reached Angora, and b 
"sian envoy to Mustapha Kemal Pasha, had recently Ans 
Reine en vances that the Nationalists would. give no help to Simko 


ERzERoUM.. 


i i tates that 
7, A carriage driver, who arrived at Tabriz recently from Enzerou, teh 
the Turkish troops are in a very bad condition and that many 


se if 2 

8, A relinble report states that nee Easter Gonference il be held 

Baku’ in September, and that this conference wi 
representatives. ee 

a ee en hanes aproniad te Sonn avin 

Porsinn Government, and is esbettey the Financial, Pablie Works and Commercial 


BOS ee rding the northern oil concession’ still continue, but 


i ing is the 
progress is slow. last week’s summary, the following is the 
11, “With seforenc to paragneth 10 Buasian Foreign Trade Department regard 


“(Bigned) - Betcor, 
“Chief Russian Foreign Trade Representative. 


i i i sts to 
19, A writor of articles in the newspapers on the Simko insurrection sugges 


ir force in the Persian army, and 
the War Minister that he shall establish an air forve in See son 


e or anywhel 
chase ¢ from Sweden, Germany, France or anywhere else that 1s cone 
Pare eA Ag: howeyes, he Mreasury i emply, the War Miniter is recom 
ase ty asic the notes of the country for aratiborong abla tb a fo 
z onemtnlt 
3, ‘The following extract, from the newspape 
i erase though: Vis fnformation. Incks confirmation : cater 
sere) see ae. informed that, Komal Pasha hs stated in. a telegram that as 
Tamail Agha is attempting to set ub an indgpendent Kurt, phic of 
ity create difficulties for Turkey, the A wea Is 
epee (otion with the Persian Government to suppress Simko, 


4, A particularly outspoken and well written anti Russian srl appeared ia 
the FReHCa HERERERE “Shafagh-iSurkh ” of the 4th July. 


2% ee vidual named Yussuf Khan Rahim Ogli arrived in Tehran on the 


Ta 
from Askhabad, via Meshed. “He belongs to the Askhabad Soviet Peiticel 
28th June trom fis orders ave to inspeet the political wor of all consuls in Persia 
Pehas done this at Meshed, and has been provided with a Jor fram Shumyatly 
g done this at ¥ ad i 
uthorising him to inspee gun duly, and will stay two days at Kermanshab, 
rehral 


He is reported to be leasing thence for bag ‘Thin, dark hair and moustache. 


Description: Age 28, above dvoroA mnabag, aud be is accompanied by a servant, 


Hie lugzage conse oon ukish, Armenian and Russian, He 18 native 
am : 


of Erivan, 
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16. On the 16th July, Shumyatsky invited Seyed Mohamed Dekani, editor of the 
* Hoagiqat,’’ to see him. He told him that the Moscow press bureau desired that ho, 
with other journalists of similar advanced views, should go to Moscow, Shumyatalg 
stated that the Russian Legation would pay the cost of their journey, but that they 
should take out passports on the plea that they are visiting the Caucasus watering 
places for a health eure, 
a7. On the 7th duly, Apin, the Russian military attaché, wired toM. Doumpis, 
the Russian consul at Tabriz, asking him to wire immediately — 
% State of roads fromthe Russian frontier to Tabriz. 
(}.) The state of roads from Tabriz to Khoi, Salmas and Urumia, 
,As there are no indications of a coming move by Russian troops into the territory 


of Persian Azerbaijan, the reason for this telegram is not clear, Presumably, the 
information has been demanded by Moscow. 


18. On the 11th July, Shumyatsky wrote to the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that— ‘ 

(@) The Persian Government should recognise the concessions of Khostaria in 
Gilan’ (railway, electric ‘and forest, the oil concession not. being 
mentioned), 

(b.) The immovable property of Lianozof, confiscated by the Persian Govern- 
ment, should be returned to the owner immediately. 


(c) The Persian Government should pay a sum of money to Lianozof for 
damages, ‘ 


_M. Lianozof was the holder of the Caspian fisheries concession under the Tsarist 
régime. This has been appropriated by the Soviet authorities, 

29. On the 10th July, the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed an 
official note to the Russian Chargé d'Affaires asking why Russian mon-oLawar ace 
stationed in Persian waters. + 


‘Mazanperan, 
Bandar-i-Gas, 


20. By orders from the Russian consul at Astarabad, th 
loft the port for Moscow on the 8rd July :— 


Atar Khan, Russian consular agent to the Turkomans. He takes with him a 
detailed report on the situation regarding Turkomans in Persian territory, 


following individual 


Astaranan, 
21. The Russian consul, Mf. Weiner, hus appointed the following to be Soviet 
propagandists :— 
Mahomed Ali, on the Turkoman steppe. 
Mahomed Abdulla Khan, at Gumbad-i-Kabus, 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Appendix (A); 


Gatract from the Tehran Newspaper “ Shafagh-i-Surkh " of July 4, 1922, 
(Translation.) 

We have previously drawn attention to the illegal intervention of the Russian 
authorities in Persian affairs, and to the violation of the clauses of the treaty which 
has lately been concluded with Persia; and we now wish to point out that should the 
Soviet Government contMnue its, present policy, it will lose its moral influence in the 
East, and will give rise to feelings against it similar to those which were held against 
the tyrannical Tsarist Government. In Persia, Russian vioe-consils encroach widely 
on the sovereign rights of the country, and in Russia, Persian merchants are anvested 
on the ground that they are violating the international commercial laws, So fav they 
have refused to hand over to the Persian authorities the rebels, such as Zabardae, 
Khan, Karim Khan Baluch and Lahouti Khan, who have taken refuge in Russian 
territory, ‘The interference carried out by Vneshtorg and the obstacles which tie 
Department has put in the way of trade has greatly prejudiced the commercial 
relations between the two countries. Tt seems that Russia has not made up its mind 

[9627] Qe 
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y ian officials are 
dance with the terms of the treaty, and Russian o 
ernment has rendered the 
sree orsan Conon condition of Persia, 
Russia, ‘The Cabinet 
i free fishing in the 
10 Russia depend 
detivities would 
at such unexpected 
and its only result will 


We have no expectations 

‘indus preg 

{ isientitled to bas wuality, an 
foreign inter! 
awful 


tariff regulations mad 
and adjust 

Russia’ raust be handed bi ; 
‘Phe question of the loss incurred by 
be considered. 





[1B 8642/6/34) No. 81. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour —(Received August 30.) 


(No. 462, Confidential.) 


My Lord, Tehran, July 9, 1922, 
My Lord, 


51 of the 2 had the honour to acquaint 
y telegram No. 251 of the 20th June last I adth 
your Lorighin sith tho very friendly character of the reception accorded to Te b 


2 the reception accor’ ral 
‘His Imperial Highness the Valiahd at a private audience whieh oe M6 goad ou ove 
faissant me not very long after his recent reburn to Tehran to act as Rea 
therroturn of the Shah, Some time previously Ali Kul Hahn, Nabbed: Dowie had 
arrived in Tebran, in charge of the Crown Princess, and » UD Gea Charge 
erriie Valiahd’s household. Nabil-ed-Dowleh, who was formerly Porsiat “ 
G'Aftaires at Washington, and has an American wife, is a slippery, RorTy Nt 
Cecord is well-known to your Lordship, and, if I refer brielly to my Cet tin 
Teens, fs because he was the herald obviously chosen for the purpose of Hoes Cte 
49 mo he princely Web an ee Nabi roi Ott he acquitted. himselt 
‘Throne. Admit, in fairness to Nabiled- , r 
A ats ‘assiduity and tacts being forewarned, however, of Dis antecedents, 
Penta hs advanioes with considerable reserve, while maintaining a) SH0 
Foclal eordiality. in his regard, rendered the easier by his Muen 
E guage. ye Fae bey 
Co ea Gn Persia, Tentristed Nabil-ed-Dowleh, who went to 
meet him at Kazvin, with a complim 8 
Tinperial Highness some satisfaction. 
athat His Doperial Highness was mos 60 
1 the formal audience for the Toreign, renrenates 
‘nistors, dignitaries an‘ le sha 

to Pesan Misa gaia an etn as De 

CO ay Highness received me on the 19th June, and I was cloned aloo 
sith Loafer about an'hour and a half, His attitude was most cordial and etait 
Te begun by saying that, during the period of his Governorship et Ft 

ot tl penton, {ively interest in polities, and he confessed, with engaging ft ae 
roe ie ntereate in frivolous amusements had been of m somewhat eager 
Eat ae crnee then, however, and especially during his recent stay, im Europes 
oar tenia to realise the desperate straite to which his country was elng TT 

Soe roar to analyse the causes thereo?, One definite conclusion had emersrt 
trom hi soBotions, and that was the folly, from the Persian point of view. O° £ 
pra tt one t from England and the absolute necessity of sectrin 


Een rial cordial co-operation, Now that he was in the position oF Hegent, he 
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determined to do, what he could to restore the old friendly relations; he greatly 
desired the best possible relations with myself, although, in the present awkward 
circumstances, he must beg me to keep them on a discreet and confidential footing; 
he wished on every possible occasion to speak with meas man to man, and not on the 
conventional basis as between Crown Prince and British Minister; he would always 
weleome my advice on State matters, and begged me to use the utmost. frankness in 
my speech with him. Furthermore, as the occasions on which we conld meet, were 
necessarily limited, he wished me to know that he placed complete reliance on his 
Grand Master of the Ceremonies, Hishmates-Saltanch, who would be a useful 
channel of communication; as regards Nabil-ed-Dowleh, J must, be rather’ more 
exreful, though he hoped I would keep on good terms with him, His Imperial 
Highness added-—and it was a most unexpected remark from a Persian—that he 
could not expect me to swallow all these assurances of good-will as an evangelical 
truth at a first interview, but that as time went on I would realise in what entire 
sincerity they were offered, and then relations of mntual’regard and confidence could 
be established, which he hoped would never be shaken. 

T thanked His Imperial Highness cordially for his expressions of good-will 
towards my country, and concurred emphatically in the eonelusions which he had 
reached in regard to Anglo-Persian relations, I said I would most gladly avail 
myself of his permission to speak frankly, and, if my frankness sometimes appeared 
to him rather to merit the name of brotality, I hoped he would not take offence, for 
my first six months’ residence in Tehran had led me to take a very gloomy view of the 
situation seen from the Persian side, and I felt that nothing short of a radical 
change in outlook, as well as in policy, would suffice to straighten it out. 

__1 thereupon proceeded, with His Imperial Highness’s assent, to sketch in 
vigorous terms the present situation, its causes and/ origins, and the complete mis- 
conception of true Persian. interests which recent’ Persian’ Governments. had 
displayed in their conduct of affairs. T need not trouble your Lordship with a 
recapitulation of my observations, as they: were merely a summary of those which I 
have addressed to Serdar Sepah and other Persian statesmen, and your Lordship is 
already familiar with their tenoy from my previous reports, dwelt on the general 
state of insecurity in the country, both moral and material, the gross misgovernmient, 
the debased standard /of politcal morality, the :iniguitisa of the. cess tel rae 
management of the finances, which was destroying Persian national credit, and 
leading the country towards rnin and bankruptoy, the grave economio situation and 
the disastrous results of allowing important State matters to be practically directed 
by irresponsible and clandestine parliamentary coteries, whose formation was 
determined by transient reasons of personal interest, 

1 furthermore alluded to the Russian danger, and pointed out that the Russians, 
by their descont on Enzeli, had principally desired to soare Persia out of applyini 
ib Anglos Persian Convention, which va dan greeable to them Hecuusnita fA ioent 
meant order, reform, reconstruction and stability in Persia, Unfortunately the 
Persians had played straight into their hands, and were still doing, 60, for every anti- 

ish motion in the Medjliss, every-anti-British act of the Administration, every 
anti-British article in the press, was a. free contribution to the furtherance of 
Russian designs and propaganda, ‘The Russians cared nothing for Persia excopt 
fain sakaro Meld (oP penotration| Or adja’ pouslblelsakjest fon feeaiexnertieny th 
Communism; what they sought was the destruction of British power and influence 
in Asia, which were the best and, indeed, the only guarantees of Persian integrity 
and independence, I added that, knowing quito well the embarrasaments to whic 
Persia’s northern neighbour could subject her, I by rio. means advocated a breach * 
With Russia or a provocative attitnde towards her; on the contrary, T thought that 
Porsia’s relations with Russia should be essentially correct, but. theré was-a vast 
difference between that and a policy and attitude, as at present, which simply played 
the Russian game. 

‘These remarks appeared to make a considerable impression on His Imperial 
Highness, who expressed his gratification at my haying spoken so freely, He added 
that I had presented the Russian problem to him ina tiew and interesting light, His 
own idea also was to be strictly correct as regards the Russians, ‘The Soviet Chargé 
d'Affaires, he went on, had been applying with some insistence for an audience, and 
he had reterred the matter to the Persian Foreign Office, He had, however, no 
intention of receiving M. Shumyatski with more than formal courtesy, and had 
already given orders for one of the Foreign Office interpreters to be present at the 
interview. 
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Some further conversation ensued in regard to certain of the leading political 
personalities in Persia, such as Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Mostaufi-ul-Mamalek, Qawam-es- 
Saltanch, Serdar Sepah, &c., His Imperial Highness being anxious to know m 
opinion in regard to them and the clitracter of my relations with them. As I had 
hiothing to conceal in this respect, I saw no objection to satisfying his curiosity ina 

PAIMISHORe Haren gam my opinion, the Persian Throne possessed in 
ferdar Sepah, notwithstanding his obvious defects, a faithful and stalwart servant 
if it knew how to deal with him, 

T'then enquited to what. extent His Imperial Highness was prepared to take an 
‘active part in State matters and exert his personal influence. Might T, for instance, 
supposing I thought the Government was going hopelessly wrong over an important 
matter, represent my views to him privately and suggest that he should intervene t 
His Imperial Highness gave me free permission to do so, and added that, if, after 
reflection, he agreed with my views, he would urge them on the Government of the 
day as his own. 

‘A fow days later His Imperial Highness sent Hishmat-es-Saltaneh to see me, 
and Texplained to him in greater detail my views in regard to the situation here. 1 
Tikened the course pursued hy the Persian Government to the rake’s progress, and 
‘added that the inevitable result must be bankruptcy and the probable collapse of the 
whole governmental system. A radical change of policy was needed, and a Govern- 
ment strong enough to face the issues and fight them out in the Medjliss must be 
found, The first step was to reorganise the finances, and it was no use waiting for 
the American adviser before attempting it. Persia was an unwilling debtor, and 
unless she tools heed she would soon be an insolvent one. Lange sums of money were 
Owing to His Majesty's Government, and until these obligations. were placed on x 
regular footing and theit services assured, your Lordship was bound to view with 
disfavour any further demands for financial assistance; there was no real secarity 
available for farther borrowings, and, what was even worse, there was not even a 
basis for any kind of financial policy, Meanwhile compound interest was rapidly 
accumulating, and would continue to do. s0 as long as the Persian Government 
pursued their dilatory tactics in a vain and costly attempt to postpone the 
settling day: 

Hishniat-os-Saltaneh admitted rather ruetully that neither he nor His Tmperial 
Highness had realised how, bad the situation was, but they were both convinced that 
without Great Britain’s friendship and good-will no serious improvement could 
een and the Valiahd wns determined to dB what lay tn his power to restore the old 
relations, 

‘Turning to internal mattors, on which His Imperial Highness had wished to 
earn my opinion, 1 dwelt on the importance of good relations being encouraged 
Vetvwee the Prime Minister and the Minister for Wan, as; in the peclias existing 
conditions, bad ones simply paralysed the whole administration, T hoped, moreover, 
that the Valiahd’ would himself have good relations with Serdar Sepah; the latter 
was, in my opinion, a patriot, and not robber; his principal defects were credulity 
and vanity; but at least he tried to work, and the army had certainly improved undér 
his command, ‘The Shah, T thought, had paid little, if any, attention to the army, 
which was a mistakes sovereigns who expected armies to defend their persons, their 
thrones and their kingdoms must take a personal interest in the welfare of the troops 
and create a personal attachment to the Throne, Nor was this a difficult task; a few 
inspections, a few reviews and a few gracious words, to officers and men alike, cost 
nothing but a small effort, but conld bear a fruitful harvest of loyalty and patriotism. 
‘A reference was also made to Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, to his lamentable conduct, the 
disastrous results of his influence on Medjliss, Government and press, and his dis- 
courtesy towards mysolf, This recital surprised Hishmat-es-Saltanel, and he 

romised to mention the matter to the Regent, with the main features of which 1 
had, howerey alrendy acquainted His, Imperial Highness 

Some ten or twelve days ago, while taking n ride in the cool of the evening, I 
met His Imperial Highness driving in his motor-ear, and had another conversation, 

Tt was clear that my remarks both to himself and to Hishmat-es-Saltaneh had sunk 
jn and had produced a reflex of action, ‘The Valiahd told me that he liad seen both 
the Prime Minister. and the Minister for War several times, and thad impressed or 
them the necessity of good relations with England. He thought the former was o 
the right track and that he would Gnd means for improving the situation; he had 
heen most agreeably surprised by the attitude of the latter. His Imperial Highness 
said that he found in Serdar Sepali a man on whom he felt he could rely absolutely, 
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ayy and might 
jerefore reluctantly abandoned any altampt at allcting 

I must say that the Valiahd’s di 
and sincere, It would be expecting, too much 


policy or feeling as the result of his initi 
Great Britain and his obvions wish to be 


gave me the impression of bein, 
iach to anticipate any sudden revulsion of 
ive, but his desire for better relations with 


ir 2 on terms of cordial and muti 
with myself are at least a favourable factor in a situation which ae vee 


replete with such, and deserve, I think, to revcive every proper encouragement, 


1 am forwarding copies of this d i i 
Nae Sean to the Government of Tndia and to His 
T have, &o, 


PERCY LORAINE, 





[B 10108/10108/24) No, 82, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Earl of Balfour—(Receined September 28,) 
(No. 466, Confidential) 

My Lond, 

__ EN. accordance with the instructions 

in his cireular despatch of the 18th October, 
despatch No, 22 of the Bist January, 
Lordship the following report on the h 
Court of Persia s— 


Belgium. 


M. Georges de Raymond (1918). He hus passed bis life in it Bi 
pur amend 1218) He ae ho Hi a pind Rapa 
1s 8 typical continental diplomatist loving. to gossip about. the, Churte which he hus 
nown and the society in which he has moved, and admitting himself to be rather 0 
snob. He regards Persia as an uncomfortable ‘place of exile, but, haa too much ood 
sents to complain of his fate, He is by no moans without intelligence, and the neuteal 
ition which he ocoupies, as well as his known abstention from interfurence in. the 
‘nternal affairs of this country and his dislike of intrigue, lend Persiins to speak thoir 
‘minds to him with yreater frankness thon to the representatives of the Great Powers 
He is therefore well informed, and, being n perfectly loyal, and friendly clleagi, who 
‘as, from the time of his arrival, beon anxious to co-operate with this Legation, he is 
trays willing to impart to me the information whieh he neseives, Ho does this at 
tedious length, for he is a great talker, Ho is'a convinced snd outspoken supporter of 
8 good understanding between Great Britain and Persia, whieh, in his opinion, 1 oa 
eesontial to the interests of all other foreign Powers in this country va to. thoes of the 
pe jee) eee ae Hs jas an amiable and handsome French wife. 
i sultan 
fa eee ighters, all young, Ho talks English faiely, and the rest 
Mme. de Raymond left for Europe in April and M. de Raymond in 
leave in the autumn, He makes no seeret of ‘his intention nob t» return to, Sona he 
can avoid doing no, and expects to rosive another appointment, rather nearer home. T 
iave found in him a generally friendly and well-informed colleague, ¥ 


Afghanistan, 


Sardar Abdul Aziz Kian (1920) is said to have the rank of Special Ambassad 
In view of the recontly-concluded treaty between Great Britain tnd, “Aighunitan 


Lehvan, July 21, 1922, 
nod by Marquess Curzon of Kediesion 
1920, and with reference to Mr. Normin'a 
1921, T have the honour to submit. to. your 
jude of diplomatic missions accredited to the 
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M. Galanti has recently applied to thie Persian Goverment fur the agrément of 
the Marchese Durini as Italian Minister, aud:expeots to return home when the Minister 
arrives. 


Germany. 

M. Rudolf Sommer, Chargé d'affaires, I finid myself in the same position towards 
this representative as iy predecesior (ede Mr. Norman's despatch No, 22 of the 
ist January, 1921). 

1 think, however, that M. Sommor’s activities have ‘considerably increased, 
patsy in tho divedtion of Gena commerciales rision in Persia through Russia, 
Eid in oseking to re-establish the German a¢hool in ‘Tehran, T am not at all eure thst 
hho is as harmless as he’ appears, and have reason to believe that he is in constant 
communiodtion with the Russian and Afghan representatives and with the Kemalist 
Committeo in ‘Tebran. 


Turkey. 

Nuchet Bey, Chargé @Affaires.—As a state of war between Great Britain and 
‘farkey abill existed on my arrival, I have exchanged no visits with Nuzhet Bey. At 
one oficial reception he presented’ himself, and since then we haye exchanged formal 
reetings. He left card on the occasion of the King’s birthday, and 1 returned 
the civility. 


Since drafting the present despatch Ihave reseived your Lordship's despatch 
No, 190 of the'30th May, and T beg leave to express my sincere regret for the delay 
which ha occurred in furnishing this report. 

Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





(1H 8845/6/24) No 83. 
Sin B, Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedloston.—(Received August 30.) 


(No, 470.) 
ly Lord, Tebran, July 22, 1922, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to. your Lordship herewith copy of a report of the 
military attaché’s interview with the War Minister on the 15th. July. 
T have, &o, 
PEROY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No, 83. 


Report of Interview with the War Minister, July 15, 1922. 
(Confidential) ees 

REZA KHAN was ina yery amiable frame of mind, and his attitude was most 
cordial throughout, the interview. 

9, Ho wtated that he had just received a wire from Resht tovsay that the xebela in 
Gilon had eon completly defeatd, and hd dispersnd into the jungle. Seyed Jellal 
had not been cought, but he expected that be would be so before long. 

Ttold him about my trip last week to Resht and Enzeli, and my views on the 
situation in Gila 

Tiarned him to keep.an eye on, Russian propaganda there, which was causing 
considerable difficulties to the looal Persian authorities, He said that he was aware of 
this, and also of the double game being playod by Sirdar Muqtadir of Talish. I told 
him that I had heard that Colonel Ismail Khan, the present officer commanding. 
troops in Gilan, was probably going elsewhere when operations had ended. Reza Khan 
remarked that this is true, and that Colonel Ismail Khan is “going northwards.” 
‘hia means either to ‘Moscow or to Germany. My information from other éources 
states that ho ib going to Berlin to buy military stores for the Persian army, but T have 
not yet had ‘this confirmed. 

3, Ren Khun atdted that the Lurs had eon completely defeated, and had given 
full submission, and that operations in Luristan were now over. 


as 


4. Ag regards the Tabriz front, he stated tl ing dri 
ae ot ets eae a taal tet rs Md ot ne dung 
pe ee Os iene 
_ He ecalled e Khan : 
Mires ie nove in chief command at Tabriz iene la ea eae 
pec cunts He Gana moc oe PRL Finn Ge an oe ey 
a few: months ago, immediatly after th revolution Pee er ete 
omantt, Reza Khan of the small dotychments of Turkish. troops on the front 
tovards Van, aud soked him whether he considered they would aid or gppese Shnkes 
He told ug that,he hid received information that. Mutazed-Dovlghs the, Petuinn 
Tapresentatiye at Angora, had recoived tho assurances of the Kemaliat Government day 
the Taste wil not aid Sinko, but would prevent bia retiring into Turki terior it 
essed by the Persian Government troops pen aa 


Reza Shan then stated that his i is 
F great difficulty is } 

money, he could finish these operations Se Sa Aes ee 

plored the uselessness of the presont politicians in the Cabinet, why soom quits 
Sib Crm the financial situation. Hegahea ar 

5 asked him whether the organisation of hi ivision is i 
cating He bid Ut he ie well said vi progres mele aaa amy nea 

i ment rroceed to Bi rison 
Temakel ha hs would cliov the econ for Britah tgp cre neo S84 
situation Whigs akon plas dg Ge paceeege werent in the milly 
month, it 
yrould over have got bad had Mushi cd Dowleh, the ex-Drine Atay tase ee 
ut a weuleminded vacillating man, who lacked ‘the moral co ans daaion 
bry nurage to make a decision 
7, The War Minister then asked me for new 
i te eB of Thi 

from Risin, gave him the latest news wo havo had naa neem 
interested in Heating about tho execution of leading. praia in Moscow by the Soviet 
iil tg; oa ibs forcible appropriation of church property by the Slate ay 
reparked that the peasants in Russa, like the peasants in Persia, ato. extremly 
eligions 4nd value: their church, He thought that this action by the Jew O ie 
would ereate resentment amongst the masses towards Soviet rule Laas 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Tehran, July 1, 1922. Military Attaché, 





(E 8676 /6/84) : No. 84. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess (urzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived Augi 
y (Re i 
(No, 334.) : ( ed August 31.) 


STR TSTRE of War informs me that Sian goaabeye aut OS 

no stfhight in which valiant rsitangs of Sinko's Kurt eis Is gree 

whelied by superior Persian numbers Persian troope fight well and ufo anno 

280 amas. Pesan Governors are bing reappointed in Hbirated regina, Minister 
ar esti hat 1,000,000'tomans and large quantities of grain will be requ 

to relieve distress there and give a ch: 6 a a 
gre dno haw An give aches of eosnery. 





[IE 8684/6/94) No. 85. 
Sir P. Loraine to tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
L—| August 31.) 
NS Confidential) siele 


‘olegraphic,) Te 

Sp 4 ‘ran, Aug 
Bt PARC satiated hat Mihiatr of War doce tiot contents eee te 
Velen aseeid ta entgie disaster to Arabistan force, I haye explained to hin filly 
grave risk to Persian and British interests alike, of any armed collision even in appro 
mate vicinity of oilfields and he gave me definite asstirance that no notion of hit yal 
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t we 








iad 


1d A 0-1 ian Oil Conipany’s ‘interests. He did not conceal fact that he is 
SEALE at Sin alias tatane ot MULaTT caaebeyoe Aas ag aR val ie 
his time and make preparations so complete as to ensure prompt and Eee 
Defeat of Sinko enormously strengthens hs. position for maturing proeet of 
bringing outlying provinees under direct. military control, and we iit eae 
seriously with steady development e ieee Sig a ene ‘position 
i ind army's’ q hy 
pie ey a ene 
‘ne central authority rather than with a pack of graspiny local cliiefi. i foplied 
certainly, yes, provided central régime were durable and solid; that was not gett 
Se ahad yey eon ott bal 'endabips again tral Eayarp ae oleae 
han in the interests of order and tranquillity and we sh i 
bled parental which, if not altogether: colistactiry, had stood te ms ns as 
vicissitudes, in exchange for any alteruntive but a certainty. We unders 
sympathised with his position: he must do the same for ours. 
‘Conversation quite friendly. 
(Sent to India; copy by bag to Bagdad.) 





[1B 8677/6/94) No. 86, 
‘Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 31.) 


(No, 326, 
(Mlegraplio) Be og 
Lia atone ‘Prime Minister with article in Bolshovik subsidised newspaper, 
jin this sort of thing must stop, ‘accent x 
Fee it aang eet et oven, Tid quite pity thi as ok 
svough, but that Persian Government should also publish communiqui 
Pete cbenee ipa af ati fg lens tt 
i issociating themselves trom the sentimen . Be. 
ike eageeaan oa undertook to see the matter through the Council of 


Ministers, 


Tehran, August 30, 1922, 





[B 8768/6/34) NO, 87, 
Sir P, Loraine tothe Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,— (Received September 3.) 


No, 828.) 

{ia raphe) as aoe, 
MY telegram No. 326, Reet el 
rime Minister has suppressed about nine newspapers, including. two Bali 

SiUcindl onary ue nie reaeae to prane requeat for, Goverument communiqué ae 

Hkely to start fies polemie. I think there i something in this that he has had i 

lesson snd that if you coneur request can be dropped. It could, moreover, 

swith greater force later on should the need arise, 


Tehran, September 2, 1922. 





[1B 8759/7/34) No, 88. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 3.) 


(No, 329.) 

(olegeaphio) wo 107 
Prine Manto ofeally expresses deop regret at publication against the ee 

Persian Government. He cannot account for leakage, but disculpates Rept ici = 

sources, and hopes incident ill not affeotsntisfutory solution of debt question through 

my assistance, I have replied, taking note, and expressing hope that Persian 

sient will shortly communicate proposals for settling debt, 


Teliran, Seplember 2, 1922. 
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(LE 8811/1002/34) No. 89. 


Mr. Hoilgson to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recaived September 4,) 
(No. 658.) 
My Lord, Moseoio, August 29, 1922, 

WITH! reference to Foreign Office despatch No./834 of the 18th August, I have 
the honour to report that negotiations between: the Germansiand the Commissariat for 
Foreign Trade hore resulted in a preliminary agreement being signed, under which the 
Germans are to investigate tho) possibility of re-establishing, the trade route by, the 
Marinsky Canal aystem from thio Baltic Sea to the Caspian. 

‘Dligy intend: by two experimental trips to ascertain whether, under present 
Gireummstances, the project is feasible, and-have, according to the press, already 
despatched one vessel—tho “Pioneer” —which reached Petrograd recently. Should 
the two experimental trips be successful, they will diseuse the. matter of a\ concession 
giving to them a privileged position on the Volga. It is probable that the concessional 
Tights will be given to a Russo-German mixed company to be formed for the porpote, 

vis clear that this undertaking, if successful, 8 liable to give to Gernimny a very 
strong position, by: lasing in her haha Russia's moat important watorvay. 

1 am not convinced that it will secure for Germany. any great advantage as far as 
trade with Persia is concerned, for 1 doubt very much whother the Volga route will 
ever bo able to competo with the Batoum=Bakn route. 

‘The Russian canal eystem will only permit of the passage of vessols with a draught 
tot exoveding U feet, and to deepen it so as to allow of its uso by senegoiny vosots el 
any considerable cargo capacity would entail very, large capital expenditure, while 
transhipment into/barges would greatly add to the cost of transport, aud thus deprive 
the route of one of its apparent advantages; the navigation on. the Marinsky eyotemn 
pens very late—some time in May—and’ closes already: in. Ostobor Raesian 
bureaucracy would, as always, place every conceivable obstiuction in tho way, aud it 
is unlikely that the voyage from Hamburg. to Buzeli could bo effeated in less alan five 
‘weoks—in other words, on Steamer eoitld not do mioro than two trips por souson, 


‘These considerations make me sceptical as to the advantages which would accrue’ 
to Germany from the utilisation of 


Northern Persia, 

‘The importance of the project consists, I think, not in tho facilitive wlich its 
execution will give to Germany for hier trade with Persia, but in the strength which 
privileged position on the great interaal waterway of Russia would sdoure to her for 
establishing commorcial supremacy iu this country, 


Eveill not fail to keep in touch with the matter, and will advise your Lordahip of 
any further developments that may come to my knowledge. 


Thave, & 
: R. M, HODGSON, 


ee ee 
[B 8956 /7/34) No. 90. 


this watorway for the carriage of her trade with 


Sir P. Lormine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston—(Recoived September 6.) 
(No, 333, Confidential.) 
(Pelegraphic.) 

telegram No. 815, 

T understand Prime Minister has received information’ from United States ‘that 


Tehran, September 5, 1922, 


Standard Oil Company is sending representative to Tehran, His Highness, however, 
refused to give Anglo-Persian Oil Company's representative here ussiranco that grant 
f concession would be withheld: pending his arrival. If Standard Oil Company's terms 
are as favourable as Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company's I think: the former vill got 
concession through backing of Minister of War, 

‘Treasury io azain empty, und plans to/raise money are being feverishly: discussed, 
so there is a possiblity of covcemion buing rushed through. 
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[18 8086 /1002/34) No. 91. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiaed September 17.) 


(No, 334) 
(Telegraph) Teliran, September (, 19: 
TREOTOR-GENERAL of Customs is personally of opinion that tariff. questoin is 

not likely to be settled satisfuctorily without a three-corered discussion. with the 
Russians’ He suggests that if and when Persian Government request. us to appoint 
representative: to discuss tarif?’ question we might propose or hint at inclusion of 
Russian representative in conversations. 

‘Am 1 correct in believing that in the present, circumstances His Majesty's 
Government would be unvwilling to participate in tripartite negotiations of the kind ? 





[E 9088/7/34) No. 92, 
Sir P. Loraine to Ue Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 8,) 


No, 936:) 
‘Pelearaphi Tehran, September 7, 1922, 

MY telegram No, 983, 

Tmporial’ Bank of Persia has referred to me request of Persian Government to 
advance for theiarmy- 500,000 tomans in addition to advance mentioned in iny telegram 
No. 916, und likewise secured on customs, which would in. that case be pledged to bank 
till the sth July, 1928, T have roplied to'bank that my, presont instructions proclude 
‘my onsenting t6 accept security offered, and that the matter must be settled between 
London directors and your Lordahip. 

Please acquaint ‘mo. with your decision as regards both advances us soon us 
convenient, Persion Government: is pressing bank bard; manager wishes to scoopt 

jderations put in my telegram No. 817 applied generally. 





[1B 9014/7/94) No. 93. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 

No} 233.) 
Telegraphic.) Re 

YOUR telegram No. 816 of 25th August 

Proloiigation of Tmperial Bank of Persia’s lien on customs till March approved, 
aubject to any prior charge on customs which may hereafter be granted by Persian 
Government to His Majesty's Government in respect of British advances. If Persian 
Government refiise this condition, bank should be asked to accept private arrangement 
to that offeat, 

‘Your telegram No, 936 is being considered. 


Foreign Osice, September 9, 1922, 





[e/9183/7/98) No, 94. 
Sin-A Geddes to tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,——(Received September 11.) 


(No, 994.) ear 
My Lox Washington, August 28, 1922. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 034 of the Oth Angust in regard to the 
appointment of Mr, A. C, Millspaugh to reorganise the financial affairs of Persia, 
T have the honour to transmit herewith copy of # memorandum which I have received 
from the Department of State respecting this matter. z 

‘Tt will be observed that the Department of State lay emphasis upon the fact that 
jn the communication to the Persian Minister suggesting the name of Dr. Millspaugh 
jt was stated that his official connection with the Department of State would cease 
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immediately npon his entering {he service of the Persian Government, and further, 
adviser as an oficial inthe employ of Bs Bese Aina aun of She ancl 


T have, &e, 
(For the Ambassador), 


ee ee se CEC HIL TON: 
Enclosure in No. 94, 


es conveyed by this communication, 
iom Persia is to be rogenerated is of 


ete of 


@ possible misapprehension 
undertaken, 


Persian Ministry to 

Dr. Millspaugh, witha 

in order to assume his ne 
Tn the co 

Dr, Millspar 

State oak 


ating the name Of 
h the Department of 
the Persian Govern: 


pored that. Amorican offal 
Tins limited ite action anda 


citizen for the dificult task of Persian financial referent © Aumiied American 


Departwent of State, Washinyton, 
August 22, 1922, 
Sn 
[E 9057/8757/34) No. 95. . 
The Maress Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Lovai 
(No, 224., Ast Conidenti. aa 


(Teleuraphic.) , 

BYclgram No. 189 of tt August» Wiese a Bare 2 Sem 11, 1988 
cong Maen and Imperial Bank ‘are considering possility of bank applying 
feuausion which ight ineuds nomination of corti number of Pevan eee to 

fs ° ‘ 
sone ely nue aud conditions Ter unsatisfactory than thos in your 
atter is under cousideration, and Gosision will bo tak i 
may find it poeuille to hiit that, fy Dee ee ee 
Sind it pl ta bat hat etter propre than thos fa jour above usatiod 


You should, however, not commit: Yourself in case the matter brdaks down, 


Daal Gin Sel. 
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[iB 9272/7/84) No. 96. 
Sir P; Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 14.) 

{iSirth T September 13, 1922. 
hie) BR. 4 __Teliran, September 13, 1922 

(rele) MINISTER” hs submited to Medias tho Istet proposals of the 

Standard Oil Company and Sinclai’s, requesting it Yo decide between them. | Medjliss 

olorted it was Govemment’s business to present its conclusions, which Parliament 

vould no doubt accopt, Matter therefore rests with Prime Minister. 





(i 9808/6/98) No. 97, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquees Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 13.) 
(ieigpenptie) R. Delran September 18, 1022. 
BERSTAN, Goverament has released suppressed newspapers, but printers! strike 


(Repeated to Indi.) 





[E 9407/7/84) No, 98: 
‘The Marquesn Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 


8, i . 
{big Foreign Office, September 19, 1922. 
0} 


FR telegram No, 835 of 7th September. Z ie 

{do not like the situation, for wo are helping_to. finance a Government bleh hag 
nob #9 fur shown a single act of friendliness, It is, infact, open blickmail by it an 
disguised bribery by: us a . 4 
ase however, loeal conditions make it desirable in your judgment that this. further 
advance should be made, I approve it on sime conditions as those laid down in my 
telogram No. 233 of th September, 

‘The Banke herg is boing informed, 





[JB 9692/9592/65) No. 99. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Cuerson of Keilleston,—(Received September 20.) 
(No. 844, Most Secret.) 
raph Tehran, September 19, 1922. 
sh raph) fom an uoualy vliablesouree that Russian Charge d'Affaire bas boon 
warned by his Government of @ conferenes to be held shortly at Moscow to absent 
Hitieal aud military alliance between Afghanistan, Kemalist Turks Persie. and Sovie 


Re 
i (Bent to Indias copy by bay to Bagdud.) 





(B 9664/6/24) No. 100. 
Siv P. Lorain to the Marqiiess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receivad September 21.) 
nee Teleran, September 20, 19: 
(reer RNOR-GENERAL of Arabistan, to whose iutrigue and jealousy uf Sheikh 
T mally evxinte Bein Govoranent’s blades in coanstion wil despa of trops 
fo that, provives, bus resigned ond Toft for Tebran, His doparturo causid hostile 
dlemnstation against hii by loa! slams ineling hi own sows; aod funds was 
domed on his houge at Ditul, Ho was rescued by motor-car of His Majesty 
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consulate, Ahwaz Persian Goverament have been, as usual, séeretive ahout the 


whole matter, but Prime Minister now tells’ uw privately thit Gi 
Gulf Ports will be sent there at once to tako change ny Covernor‘Cleneral’ of 


nqiii® appointment is suitable, oeal situation now quiet’ and Sheikh has it in 


Despatch follows, 
(Sent to Tndia.) 





[B 9691/3757/34) No. 101. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Received September 21,) 
No. 346.) 
‘lographie.) 
MY telegram No, 342, 
Bill tor wireless was presonted to Medjliss on 14th September on tho following 
terns, which were outlined in my talegram No, 260 :— 
1, Medjliss is asked to rati 
75,000 tomans, 
2, Fifteen thousand tomans to be paid in cash, and company to receive half nett 
annual revenue of sot until balance paid off 
5. Company to erect set in Tohru and provide all working parts without any 
charge to Persian Government, and then hand overt inistry. of Poats 
and ‘Telegraph, 
4. ‘Ton per cout of receipts of installation to be given to company for twenty years 
in view of small salo prios of installation, 
5, Same as third condition in my telegram No. 269, 
Set is to be used for communication with Beitout or Europe, 


to palstter i now urgent, and! if Marvoni is to. make application, no time should 
be lost. 


Tehran, September 20, 1922, 


fy purcliase of wot from French witeless company for 





[E 9718/1571/34) No, 102. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Roceived Soptember 22.) 
(No, 347.) 


(Telegraphic. R, 

“HY donpateh’No, 414, 

Medjliss yesterday sanctioned grant of 20,000 tomans’ yearly for reopening 
German school. 

Gerznan Government to provide roma 
supervision of Persian Government. 


Peliran, September 21, 1922, 


funds and teachers, who will be under 





[TE 9844/6/44) No. 103, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquees Ourzon of Kedléston.—(Reccived Soptomber 251) 
(No. 855. Confidential.) 
Telegraphic) Lehiran, September 24, 1922, 

MINISTER OF WAR told military attuché yesterday that te intend»’ to resign 
shortly, becauso his plans meet with too much obstruction from his colleagues, I think 
we should let events take their course bucatise — 

1. Lam not convinced of his sincerity as regards ourselves ; 

2 Risk of conflict with the Bakhtiari will probably. disappears 

3, He encroaches upon civil administration too itieh : 

4. Persian exchequer caninot afford army on his scale 

5, Ho is bound to come into conflict with American adviser over extent and control 

over military expenditure; 
6. Scheine of military domination will lapse. 


T must add, however, that his disappearance will probably facilitate Bolshevik 
propaganda, which is being intensified. 





[9627] 
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[1B 9954/3757/34] No. 104. 
The Marquess. Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
orsign Osice, September 25, 19: 


separately. 3 
Persian Minister in London is also being approached by Marconi, but action 
through this channel may be slow. In any case bank hope that their recent financial 
advances may work in their favour, 
Neither Marconi nor bank have asked for your good offices. If, however, you 
‘consider intervention desirable, you may offer to support them. 





[B 9344 /6/94) No. 105, 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
ne 88.) ; 
cle hic. 


Khan. 
I entirely share your opinion, even at the risk of increased Bolshevik propaganda. 


Foreign Ofice, September 26, 1922. 


‘OUR telegram No 355 of 24th September: Impending resignation of Reza 





[E 10111/6/34) No. 106. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Bart of Balfour,—(Received September 28.) 


No, 479.) 
My Lord, Tehran, July 28, 1922, 

UMAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despateh, 
No. 30 of the 16th July, 1922, from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Resht. reporting the 
avsival of steamship “"Bovojo} ” at Enzell with a consignment of Persian silver 
coin (5-Kran pieces) minted ini Russia, 

(Copy sent to Department of Overseas Trade.) 

T have, 
(Bor the Minister), 
E, MONSON. 


Enclosure in No. 106. 

Vice-Consul Brenan to Sir P.\ Loratne, 
No. 30.) 
ir, Resht, July 15, 1922. 
1 HAVE the honour to make the following report : 

On the Oth instant the steamship “ Bowejoj “” arrived in Enzeli from Baku with 
4 consignment of Persian silver coin (5:kran pieces) minted in Russia, ‘The con- 
signment consisted of 208 bags, weighing in all 269} poods and totalling 
+104,000.tomans, On board the ship were six Bolshevik soldiers acting as escort, who 
find with them as arms the following : 1 machine gun, 5 belts cartridges of 250 rounds 
each, 12 hand grenades, 6 rifles and 6 revolvers and some extra 8.0.8, 

‘it appears that the Persian authorities at Persian Astara fitst got the informa- 
tion of this cargo owing to some dispute arising between the commander of the 
convoy and the Russian port authorities at Russian Astara. On arrival of the ship 
‘at Persian Astara, the authorities demanded an explanation, and the ship was 
searched and the facts verified. re 

Tt so happened that M. Forman, Belgian Inspector of Customs in Enzeli, was 
at Astara at the time on inspection duty, He ordered that the ship should proceed 
to Enzeli under a Persian military guard on board, ‘The commander of the convoy 
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jections, and! protested against what he termed the’ arrest of i 
is, however, the guard was placed on board and tho ship. coctede bs 


authorities a 


referred to Tehran, makina waa 


coin should be 
ul was to sign 
he matter was 


Thiye, &, 
'T. V. BRENAN. 





[E 10119/285/34] No. 107, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received’ September 98.) 
Ko: 497, Secret.) 
fy Lord, Tehran, August 8, 1922, 
ene GAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith rooiea of Intelli- 
gence Summaries Nos, 29 and $0 for the weeks ending the 22nd July and 20th Jul 
Tespectively, compiled by the military attaché at.this Legation, if 
Thave, &e, D 


(Bor the: ey 
E. MONSON. 


Enelosure | in No 107, 


eka Intelligence Summary No. 20 for Week ending July 22, 1922, 
Gilan, 
foo me JELLAL ig still a fugitive in the jungle, and a price bas been put 
__ 2, Sirdar Mohi, one of the leadi ters of tl i i 
ioaaia ohn terta ¢aeading supporters ofthe Into Kuchikt Khan, has died 
. ‘The steamship “Tehran” arrived at Enzeli from Band 
uly and left on the 10th July for Balu, Astrakdan, and Nighi Neenah oe 
fully loaded with rice and other produce for the fain at Nijni Novgorod, { 
4. he admiral of the Caspian let has transfered his flag from the “ Karak ” 
to the Geok Tope,” Tho © ree 38 being reconverted into a'mail steamer, 
1¢ * Rosa Luxer i ing di i i i 
sss cea ebourg "4s being disarmoured in Balu, and will revert to the 
5, Notices have been published By the Russi ing for w 
nes ai, been published By the Russian consul at Resht asking for vork- 
__ 6, The steamship “ Boyevoi"* arrived at Enzeli from Baku on the 15th Jul 
bringing 125,000 tomans (25,0002) i S-kran pi i Hie 
oe = wie ie ica nel ‘ a ai jer 5-kran pieces for the Russian Legation, 
. Vossugh-es-Sultanch, the Governor of Gilan, has been recalled to ‘Tehran as 
a result of pressure brought to bear by. the Russian Legation, 
Ty Nayerea Sultan, wio to xepartediobs eiRissiphie se reelas 
[9627] 32 
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Azerbaijan. 

8. Operations against Simko—Preparations for the offensive against Simko are 
progressing. 

‘General Amanullah Mirza left ‘Tabriz on the 18th July for Sharafishanch with 
reinforcements of 500 troops. He was accompanied by & Russian general named 
Andrieysky, who is employed by the Persian military authorities at Tabriz as a 
technical adviser to the force operating against Simko at a ae of 300 tomans 
on amonth, General Andrievsky was formerly commandant of the 114th Russian 

Rifle Regiment, and in 1915-16 was at Urumia. He came to ‘Tabriz as a refugee and 
opened a shop there to earn. a | He is a Monarchist, 

‘A hospital train left, Tabriz for Sharaflchaneh on the 20th July. 

9, The Persian military authorities are anxious lest Lahouti Khan and his 
followers now at Nakhechivan should again give trouble. It is known that Lahouti 
Khan is still in close touch with the democrat element in Tabriz. As a precautionary 
measure 500 troops left Tabriz on the 19th July, some to he stationed at Marand, but 
the majority to be posted on the pass at Dara Daz, just south of Julfa, 


Tabriz 
10. Mr, E, Bristow, His Majesty's consul at Tabriz, left for England on leave 


on the 18th July vid Tiflis, Batoum and Constantinople. He will be replaced by Mr. 
R, G, Monypenny, His Majesty's viee-consul at Hamadan, 


Hamadan, 
11. ‘The western (Hamadan) division of the Persian army has actual strength at 
present of 4,500 men, distributed thus, 
Hamadan: Divisional headquarters; 800 infantry, 200 cavalry. 
Burujird: 2000 of all arms, 
Sultanabad: 500 infantry. 
Senneh : 250 cavalry, 500 infantry. 
Kermanshah ; 500 infantry, 250 cavalry, 


‘The general officer commanding the division, Amir Lashkar Ahmad Aga, is 
about 40 yeurs old, He is, wiry, active and very keen soldier. He took part in all 
the recent campaigns of the Cossack division in Gilan against the Bolsheviks, and 
during the war in West Persia against the Turko-German levies, &e. He is now at 
Burujird trying to restore order in Luristan. Speaks no foreign language, and is 
evidently anxious for Persia to manage her ovn affairs without foreign interference. 

12, The general officer commanding states that eventually it is hoped to increase 
the division to 12,000 strong, forming four brigades each of 8,000 men, one brigade 
being. stationed Renee at Hamadan, Burujird, Kermanshah and Senneh 
(Kurdestan), 

‘As local recruiting is slow, and the general officer commanding complains of lack 
‘of funds, it is unlikely that the division will expand to the size he desires. 


Tehran. 


18, No change has taken place during the past week in the political situation, 
‘and tio developments have oceurted regarding the negotiations for the Northern Oil 
Concession, 

14, It is reported that a German-Russian bank is to be opened in Persia, and 
that a Russian Jew named Rosenblum is expected shortly to arrive at Tehran in this 
connection, ‘This Rosenblum was formerly in ‘Tehran as an exporter of raw cotton, 

15, A nephew of the late Kuchik Khan, named Ismail Khan, visited M. Shoum- 

ataky, the Russian Changé d'Afiaires, on the 12th Uuly._ The later gave him a 
letter of introduction to M, Opresof, the Russian consul at Resht, Ismail Khan left 
imately for Resht aceon panied by Mahe who was formerly in the Ministry 
tf the Gilag Republic under Ruchik Khan, This shovs thet the Russian authorities 
‘ate maintaining close touch with revolutionary elements in Gilan. 

16, Eight Persian Communists arrived in’Tehran from Baky on the 10th July, 
the leader being named Meshedi Abbas Zenalof, ‘They left for Shiraz on’ the 13th 
July, and are reported to have received instructions to obtain work in the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company's oil-fields, with a view to organising Communism amongst the 
svorkers, ; 

17, ‘he Tehran newspaper * Mihan was suppressed onthe 18th uly by orders 
of the Government for publishing scurrilous anti-Government articles 
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ussian authorities are tryin, 


has expressed his dissati i i 
wu att earn oe ul Ai 


t reat deal of it 
He'has appointed one Ivchenko to: supervise Apirg 


‘ow that M. Rothstein wil 
DuL is expected to bo Mt Shun 


20. Definite news has bee ive 
rolurn to Persia. “THis succesor has not een ana 
Yatsky, the present Chargé d’Affaires, ti 


Mazanderan. 
21. Bandar-i-Gaz, 
money to pay the men, 


in spite of the protest: 
22. On the 13th d 


finding themselyes_ wit 
ash from the customs oes 


Tehran, July 23, 1922, 


——<$———— 


Enclosure 2 in No, 107, 


bats Intaltigonce Summary No. 30 for Week ending July 20, 1922, 


Gilan, 


1. ‘THE new Governor-General of Gilan, N 
21st July. His arr seine Bea 
the ast July. Hig fell as eleomed by the ant ery ao eee 
Gia ty Nayeres Sultan. He isa leading Tenan Bese Deru covert" of 
fugitive fe porermment troops have failed to catch Seyyid della, who is hii 
tive in the jungle. His following, however, have Shares * eens 
army, ig of Cilan ete! Thsanullah Khan, formerly commander of Kuchike Khan’ 
TRG, nn a Rh fem cle | Zaha 
mit), Px . 8 0) i 
gation, Tehran, on the 22nd July for distribution in Petwis as prommeaia 
Azerbaijan, 


4. Operations against Simko—P) i 
foreck erations against Sinko —Proparations for the offensive by the G 
foxges continue, “No Bighting betwoon the opposing sides has ocourred during the past 


5. An agent at Khoi, who is in touch with Urami i 
Perturbed at the arrival of Kemalist, detachments on the frontier egg much 
ie Turks have told Simko that he must-—- tees 


() Dismit i ; ith hi 
(@) Dismiss all Turkish Kurds who are with him and send them back to Turkish 


ry. 
b) Ret iti 
(0) Return to the Turks all arms and munitions ho has received from Turkish 


(@.) Submit to the Persian Government 


; and hand over itions hi 
his possession to the Persian autloritices oe oe arms and munitions in 


ipt of this messy 
was decid 
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Maku. 

6. A Turkish Nationalist officer with twenty cavalrymen arrived at Maku about 
the 4th July. He stayed two days at the Turkish consulate and then left for Van. 
‘His name was not ascertained, but an informant at Maku reports that he had orders. 
to prevent any Turkish Kurds from joining or rendering assistance to Simko. 


Tehran, 

7, With reference to paragraph 9, Intelligence Summary No. 28, dated the 16th 
July, the terms of contract betiveen the Persian Government and Dr. Millspaul, the 
‘American financial adviser, have been drawn up, 

seat thedan courier, armed Sufranof, left'Tehran on the 24th July for Kerman 
with despatches for M, Evetsky, the Russian consul at Kerman, and three boxes of 
gold, 45-Ib, weight in all. 

‘9, On the Bist July Shoumyatsky, the Russian Chargé d’Affaires, telegraphed 
to the Russian consuls at Shiraz, Kerman and Ispahan that propaganda and secret 
service agents must not include any person of the Zoroastrian or Bahai religions, 
He added that efforts should be made to obtain the services of mullahs and influential 
merchants, 

10, Mme, Rothstein and her daughter left Tehran on the 27th July for Moscow 


ssian consul at Kermanshah, has been 


ka in the Russian Legation, 
d decided 


Hague Conferences, 

18, On the 20th July Shoumyatsky instructed the editor of a local newspaper, 
“ Ittesadi-Tran,’” which is subsidised by the Russian Legation, to publish articles 
promoting class war, but not to interfere with religious questions in any. way. 

14, Instructions haye been received from Moscow ordering the dismissal of 
Belgof, the head of “ Vneshtorg”” in Persia, 

15, Gelbraz, formerly Russian consul at‘Tabriz, has been appointed first secretary 
at the Russian Legation, 

16, A courier, named Karpin, arrived at Tehran from Moscow on the 27th July. 
He brought despntches and three boxes, each containing 10,000 gold roubles, for the 
Russian Legation) 


Ispahan, . 

17, A detachment of Persian Government troops, under command of Hassan 
‘Agha Sumbang, left Ispahan on the Uith-July for Ahwaz by the Bakhtiari road, 
Composition as follows: 12 officers, 218 infantry, 18 cavalry, 31 artillerymen, 8 
Masitn guns, 1 Schielder mountain gun, i 

‘This hag grently disturbed the Sheikh of Mohammerah, who threatens to wash 
his hands of the responsibility of keeping order in his area, should Persian Govern- 
ment troops arrive thers ‘The Prime Minister has stated that the men are being: 
Sent purely for guard duties and no other purpose, Tt 1s, howeren, undoubtedly a 
dovelypméat of the scheme whereby the Central Government intends to obtain 
control by means of armed forces over all provinces in Persi 
Ensuring the collection of revenue into the Central Treasury. 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attach’. 


mainly with a view to 


Tehran, July 80, 1922. 





( 10121 /7/34) No, 108. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Earl of Balfour —(Received September 28.) 


No. 503, 
My a Tehran, July 30, 1922. 
VT HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, tfanslated from 
the Persian press, the text of the contract for the services of Mr. Millspaugh as 
Dircotor-General ot Finance for Persia, submitted on the 25th July for the approval 
of the Medjliss. 5 
he last two articles, 16 and 17, were added by the Medjliss. 


meetings or commissions convened by the 


‘One oF two membérs'spoke i iti 
that past experience had proved that fon 
Be Ban statements were refuted by the 

ill, which was passed without much diffe 


-Saltanch opposed ES 
or General Tight oventuail ean 

ea : 

heen smoothed over’ during try 


n in article 6 that th i 

ally ase his resighintion should Ee coogi Nth 
ould be 

Highness and others on this ‘point, Ape ae 


ticle was passed 


es daria i 
withont amendment, " ® Adjournment, ‘after whieh the a 


excessive powers, but it w: 
and 12, and after some dike is Were rejected 
jected: 
Thave, &e, 
(Bor the Minister), 
E, MONSON, 


Enclosure in No, 108. 


(transationy Pt? from the “tran” 


wi if Siuly 27, 1922, 

_THE contract for the emplo i i 

adviser wae neta forthe employment of De, Millspaugh, the Ameti ci 
See ea Pisament by the Premier on the 36th July, ate 
1. The Persian Nati i 
engage Dr. Millspangh an Amora ea 


Assembly authorises the G 
n oyernm 
for a petiod of five years on the fol vn 


in subject, as Director- (Persian Fi 

biota autuet, as Direetr-General of Persian Finances 

Fm of service commences fi i " 

= : ices from the day on whic i 

ues and afta: 2 Berio of three years the Goarasaneene ae ite 

ct for the remaining period of two years or yy ore the 

. The Director-General of Fina i 

ois’ a ‘inanice shall receive as h 

Yea, and for tho first year the Government shall provide He Hehe 
he Government shall either provide a house or shall meng 


inance shall 
all 


Sup] 
the 


fe shall pre] 
and introduge Hie i 


collection, 
under the 


or-General of Fis 
ation of members of the 


Di 


Ministry of Finance, or dealing with 
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was towed into Enzeli 


15, On the 6th August a new dredger, named the “ Kaspi ted for harbour 


is is i iver dredger, quite unsui 
our, ‘This is an old-fashioned type of river dredger, qui 
aa requires barges and a tug, No tag is at present available. 


eee On tha abt Tuly fifteen counter-revolationaries were shot in Boku, two of 
whom wer 

Bilinski, a well-known Baku lawyer. 

Takubowich, an engineer on the railway, 


Azerbaijan. s “ ae Ce 
i inst Simko.—The operations against Simko are progressing 

favoubiye the Goverament troops have ‘ocoupied Dilman. coal aT ee 

x ajor gene in the Tearist Russian army, is acting as adviser to the 

in-chi the Ge ment troops. 2 

inthe ordre eferenee, summary. No. 29, paragraph 10. Me Re G, Monypenty 

has arrived at Tabriz and taken over His Majesty’s consulate, 


Tepatian 


19. Reference summary No. 31, ‘Phe disaster to the Arabistan 


ase is now definitely confirmed 


number wounded and 

isa paban on the sth 

TNR ivi Most of the 
gust Wi 


ye unaried retreating Units, ‘ 
ie nat Baie ao miley ‘east-north-east of Deb Dix) praia dockets sa 
‘burned, and the Bakhtiari defenders: killed. ‘The authors of this are thought 
same party which ‘attacked the Arabistan detachment. sie s0Uh guly an illone 
Jn a Meaty counlagooral a Ipatanseports the 208K Tuy, as fll 
“Tn addition to the monthly military budget of Ey 0b amas ane Aone 
1,000 tomans per day. bus Geo allotted for sundries. Owing to the searity 68 
apney, ib is reported thot 12,000 rolls of opium have been issue e troops: 
Mon i i ing the road guard posta on 
“Phe Ani ftimnont haw isaued a map showing the road gaan 
we eH gi Denn tl oa eo ea a 


OOF ata complaints have been made by the villagers against the exactions of 


the recruiting, parties.” 


sist et of the Sinclair 
21, the 6th Angust Mr. Thompson, one. of the represent 8, af 

Oil Go oe Toft TTehvis with his family, for New York. On eee ee 

Fetter wee eont to thé press: by Mr, Soper, one of the remaining. representatives 


Se cil concession still remains unsettled: ‘The departure of 


Mr. Ee ant oi eo esication that the Persian Government now favours 
Brice ie fre i ‘binet and the War Minister on the 

2 Tie friction exista between) the Cabinet and the War \ i 
suceerte ipiltary Tudget. Tho latter states that if the Cabinet will not pass his 


sree Ro will wend ie diret to the Meals, and should it not be accepted, that he will 
the Medjliss. 
Se era ty onesesph of poy, the et 


ployee of the Finance and Educational 
ments are preparing a strike, and. inten 


Sending some of their number to take 


139 


willing to form a Cabinet, shiould the present one fall, Mushir-ed-Dowleh stated: that, 
‘owing to the interfering conduct. of Reza Khan, he was unable to do so. 

37. Reference summary No, 81, paragraph 27. ‘The Porsian Government are 
Feported to have written offically to the Russian Legation to say that in future when 
minted S-kran pieces are imported, 5 percent, must be handed over to the Persian 
Government. il tis is arranged the money detained at Envel will not be retuned, 

28. On the 5th August, about 150'men, women and children, refugees from Khoi, 
took ‘‘bast” in the Russian Legation. 

29, An attempt, on the 8th August, by Reza’ Khan to induce the  bastis” to leave 
the Russian Legation reaulted in his messenger being driven out by the ‘bastis,” amid 
cheers for the Soviet Republic. 

30. In view of the orgent need for economy, considerable reductions in the staff of 
Voositng are feredhudowed. Ite roportal that instead of having « searaty of, the 
work of this Department will be placed under the Russian Legation, 

31, Shunyatski is reported to have stated in the Yarobaikn that the reason 
that the Russians have not been able to get on good terms with the Persians is the 
‘oppression which Russian troops’ have practised on the Persian frontier, and that this 
policy must be changed and attempta made to create better relations with the Persians, 

82, A Russian named Gar, who loft, Enzoli for Tehran on the 2ud August has been 
appointed head of Vneshtorg in Persia, 

33. On the 8th August, Razwnin, a courier from Mosooys, arrived in ‘Tebran, 
bringing despatches and five boxes of gold coin (three Russinn, two Turkish) of 20 1b, 
woight each, 

He also brought instructions for Shumyateki from the Commissar of Foreign 
Affairs that whenever possible political reports are to be sent by radio aud not by posts 
when sending them by post is unavoidable, they must be encyphered. ‘Tho Russian 
military attaché received instructions to send an agent every month to inspect, the work. 
of consuls in the provitices, 


Zinjan, 

84, Under instructions from Shumyataki, Jalil Shirinof proceeded to Zinjan on the 
Ist August, ostensibly as a Vieshtorg representative; in reality he is a propaganda 
agent. 


M, SAUNDERS, Lietenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 


[ 10848/285/34) No, 110, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. (Received October 10:) 


(No. 523, Secret.) 
My Lord, Teliran, August 22, 1922. 

T HAVE the howour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of intelligence 
summary No. 91 for the week ending the’ sth Angust, compiled by the rity atts 
at this Legation, 

Thavo, bo. 
(Bor tho Minister), 
E, MONSON. 


Enclosure in No. 110, 


(Seorat.): 
Gilan, 


THE rebel Soyed Jellil is still at large, and though his following has beon 
dlispersed a nunber continua to curry on guctlie warfkry 

2 With reference to summary No. 29, paragraph 6, on rrival at Enzoli, tho 
steamship  Boyevoi” was detained by the Persian authorities: 

On board the ship acting as escort were six Bolshevik soldiers, who had'with them 
the following arms: 1 machiio gu, 6 belts cartridies of¢250 rounds each, 12 hand 
grenades, 6 rifles and 6 revolyers and some extra small-arm ammunition, 


[9627] 2 


Intelligence Summary No, 31 for Week ending August 6, 1922. 
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It appears that the Persian authorities at Persian Astara obtained information of 
the silver on board through a dispute arising, between the commander of thé vessel and 
the Russian port authorities at Russian Astara, On’ arrival of the ship at Persian 
Astara tho authorities demanded an explanation, the ship was searched and the facts 
verified, 

M. Hunin, the Belgian inspector of custome at Enzeli, happened to be in Astara 
‘on inspection duty when the ship arrived. He ordered that the ship should proceed to 
Enzeli under a Persian military guard. The Russian commander of the ship objected, 
protesting ayainst what he termed the arrest of the ship. In spite of this, however, 
the guard was placed on board and the ship proceeded to Enzali. 

‘On arrival. there. she Wan first boarded by Djumin, an official of the Russian 
consulate, who demanded the immediate disarming of the Persian guard on the grounds 
that they had no business on board a Russian ship. ‘This le was about to do by force, 
‘when a Persian customs official: stepped in and took charge of the arms of the ea 

ard. Tho Governor of Enzsli then came on boord, and bis first act was to restore 
fis men thelr arms. ‘The Persian authorities theu demanded that the eoin should be 
put in the customs pending receipt of instructions from Tehran, The Russians refused 
to agree to this and protested against the action of the Persian authorities in detaining 
the ship and its cargo, Eventually the coin was landed and placed in the charge of 
Ruseiin’ guards in a room in the Grand Hotel iu Kazian, Tho: Persian authoritiea 
laced w guntd of soldiers round the hotel and tho whole matter was referred to 
Tolan, nstruotions. came later that the coin should be transferred to the Russian 
vico-consulate in Bnvali, aud the vice-consul was to sign a paper guaranteeing that the 
coin should romain there intact until the matter was settled between the Government 
and the Russian Legation. 

Tt appears that the Russians are extremely indignant over the detention of this 
consignment, and M. Kurayedof, the Russian yice-consul, during the argument, 
threateiied to make use of the warship stationed at Enzeli to enforce the removal of 
the embargo, 

‘As a result of this incident, relations aro somewhat strained between the Persian 
and Russian authorities in Enzeli, and tho latter are reported to. be raking up old 
‘claims which had been allowed to'lapse against the Persian officials. 

3, On the Sth August Colonel Hark arrived in Enzoli from Baku, ‘This officer, 
who came from Moscow to ‘Tidis with one, Chenkof, as revisors for the Caucasus army, 
isa Russian subject of German origin, who in 1915 deserted to the Germans, He now 
holds the rank of colonel in the Red army. 

’s, Leis reported that negotiations are. proceeding in Moscow between the Persian 
roprosontative and the Soviet Govorninent about the Port of Buzeli. ‘The draft 
fagreomont is said to contain a wpyotal cliuse giving fiee right of entry to Russian 
warships. g 


Azerbaijan. 

5, Operations against Simko.—It in reported that the Government advance guards 
have atnuliaed ‘contact with Simko’s outlying posts, and have driven them in, 

tee War Miniator has expressed his anxibty to finish tho operations against 


Simo before the winter, owing to the difcuty of moving and supplying troops, 
head 


7, Tabriz-—On tho ist July » commission from Moscow, beaded by Gordin, 
arrived at Tabriz to inspect the Russian consulate. ‘ 
8, Ardebil,—On the 4th August Shumyateki wired to Digarof, the Russian consul 


‘at Ardebil, recalling: him and appointing Afehenko, the seoretary, to act for 


Mazanderan. 

9, Bandar-i-Gas.—Three secret service agents have been. engaged by Gafar Zadeh, 
the Russian viee-consul ti 

(a) Cedrak Oukossian, an Armenian, who in 1920 worked for the British 

intelligence offieer at Bandar-i-Gas,, 
(i) Oshot Osepiyan, an Armenian, who is stated to have worked formerly for the 
itish intelligetice officer at Meshed. 
(c.) Haji Ghulam Hussein. 


10, Meshed It ia reported that the Russians are passing considerable 
numbers of counterfeit Sekran pisces both in the town and among the local Turkoman 
tribes, 


Astarabad. 


11, Verescbagia has been appointed first eecrotar i 

Astarabel ond lft Tran og the Stat Tuy to take up te sponte SR ReaeSe. 
ane p : 

Antara vara ftt Ataust Sk umyataki slegraphed to) Weiner, thé Russian consul at 


Kermanshah, 


13, Itis reported that the staff of the Russia 

: n consulate at Kermanshah wil 

considerably reduced, and that after September din route. will tot be unleel Ge 

Passing agonts into Irak, tho Shiras—Bushire-Basra routs boing ised tn its placo, Tb 
ms unlikely, however, that the Russians would employ the longer route sate 


14; Bruikot i is 
is paces #, the assistant to the Russian consul at Kermanshals, has beon recalled 


Kerman. 


15. On the 1st August Skumyatski telegraph ita 

15. On the -graphed to Evitsk, the. con 

recalling bi to Tebran ‘to proceed to Moscow. The reason for this Keahee sia 

sn guf@: Arms and ammunition for the Kerman garrison arrived using the fab ook 

in July. | There were no guns or machine guns, and the numbor of rifles reocive iy said 
0, with 50,000 rounds of ammunition. ‘The officer commanding, states, however, 


that 500 ri ive it ij re 
tha Hee ‘have been roesived, His Majesty's consul i endeavouring ta aaertain 


Shiraz, 


17. On the Ist August Shumyateki telegraphed to ‘Tambakof) the Russian eousul 


it Shiraz, li in v if 
at Shiraz, recalling him to Tehran to proosed to Moscow. ‘The reson for this is not 


Tspahan; 


18, A military force called “ Qalobeghi,” or milita: live, h is 
TRESS alebeghi,”0 ry polico, igs byen formed to assist 
wh dno axl SH RU MRAg GUS ST eee 
). Reference summary No. $0, paragraph 17, a report has been received that thi 
detach was attacked ‘on tho 2nd August by Kpleg ‘on the ANG 
1¢ Goyerumont troops are stated to have lost-their gun, and to havo sutfored casualties 


pees to about 100 killed. ‘The remnants of the foroo retired with many wounded 


Biushire. 


ae aoe Excellency, the Poll rsident in tho Persian Gul, reports an ollie on 
“Te is reported fiom Shiraz that the officer commanding Fi 
ea aN, ho of manding Fars troops intends 
Ae despatch free $00 strong to Bushire in about ninatoon days nd that ita 
“Two companies of infantry, each 160 strong, 
“One squadron of cavalry, 120 strong, 
“Half machine gun company, 50 men with 4 guns, 


" Ninety men are to be detached to relieve the detacl t i 
and a portion of the remainder is to be tonto patrison Smo 
_, “If this project materialises it is tobe hoped thab the men will be 
Tail int, judging from the sullen experienced by the local Facies indy 
sufficient funds to pay even the local tufangchis, this seems doubtful, and the 


reoance of well-armed aid budly-diseiplined troops without 1 
Feoome' neni to wcurity in Cie Gail potas) ns een Pay ay el 


Tehran, 


21, Reference summary No. 27, paragraph 20, the officer who visited ‘Tehran 
thence prosesded to Haudari-Gax was All‘Thsan ‘Bey, hot All Tesn Pasha, tine 
officer commanded a Turkish cavalry unit in the Caucasus in 1918 under Colonel 


Zeini Bey. Later he took leading part i i 
ae ara RSA NAR Daghestan in support of the Daghéstan 














142 


22, On the 25th July Apin, the Russian military attaché, stated at a meeting of 
the Yarcheika nthe Rustian Legation that, ¢he' Russian conaule at Tabriz, Maku and 
‘Ardebil are carrying out propaganda among the Turkish-speaking tribes with a view to 
Inducing the latter to break away from the Central Government. 4 

23, Beleef, late secretary to the Russian consul at Kermanshab, and Surikof, a 
clerk in the Russian Legation, who were both dismissed recently, left Tehran for 
‘Moseow on the 29th July. : . 

24, On the 80th July Shumyatski atated in the Yurcheika that particular 
Attention is to be paid to spreading Communist doctrines in Persia by moans of schools 
forthe youg and by propaganda omong the agricultural classey earried out by means 
of the press. 

2d. On the Slat duly Hemayak Avakiants left Tebran for Moscow. 

26° Ou the Ist August Shumyatski dismissed Gerasin Lianosof, an official in the 
Russian political departinent. é 

27, ‘The Persian Government appears to have realised the danger of allowing the 
Ruasians to import, Persian coin minted in Russia. ‘The Customs wuthorities have been 
instructed not to allow minted 5 kran.pieoss to enter Persia from Russia, 

28, On the 2nd August Labof, a courier from Kerman, urrived at Tehran, He 
drought a request from the Russian eonsal that u fow Russian soldiers should be sent 
to Kerman a8 consular guards i 

29, On the Sist July three Turkish officors arrived ot ‘Tebran from Baku; one is 
niimed Ali Boy, ‘They brought with them 100 poods of silver, ; 

30, ‘Tho influx of Russian agents to Persin continues. During July, twenty arrived 
from Baku for work in Ardebil and ‘Tabriz, i 

$1, An unconfirmed report states that Graf von Schulemberg has been appointed 
Gorman representative in ‘Tehran, and that Sommer, the present German Chargé 
afiees, hus been recalled ay 

32, ‘The oil concession is still the chief feature of interest. ‘The negotiations do not 
appeur to draw any noarer to a satisfactory conclusion, and in the meantime tho 
nancial erisis becomes daily more acute, Mr, ‘Thompson is reported to. be straining 
every nerve to secure the assistance of the War Minister to get the, concession for 
the Sinclair Company, but to have said that he cannot wait after the 15th August 

33, Whatever money the Treasury, recoives is appropriated by the War Minister 
for military needs, Awa result tho discontent in the vther departinents increases, and 
the position of the Cabinet is weakening. 

M, SAUNDERS, Licutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 





[E 10849/285/34) No, 111, 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 10.) 
». 526. t.) 
Weiter, ee Tehran, August 25, 1922. 


THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, a copy of intelligence 
summary No, 33 for week ending the 1th August, 1022, compiled by the miltary 


attaché at this Legation. Thave, &e, 


PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 111. 


Intelligence Summary No. 83, for Week Ending August 19, 1922. 
(Secret) 
Gilan. 
'NO furthorensountersbotween Government troops and rebels have bees reported 
to have taken place in the jungle during the past week. ‘The oppressive damp, heat 
ea ovalenes of fever in the constal belt nt this period of the yoar hs: checked the 


ivities of both sides. 4 - 4 
beats “The local ree, subsidised! by the Russian consul at Resht, continues its anti- 


British campaign. His Majesty's consul at Resht “has officially protested to the 
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Governor-General regarding this arti 
Goresor General regarding Ue article, ‘The latter, however, is a weak indi 
, Propaganda, 


Azerbaijan, 
3. Operations against Simko—Having & 
‘tient toope advanced in threo columns agsined 


about 15 miles south of Salin 
Government troops advanced and con 


#0 ia unlikely to take any, stops te chek ine 


st with’ few 
re ie south. A 
mn and grain was found in Sharik 


i : towards. the Turkish frontier, - 

ating (oan oh hie a Re aa 

cave » which was occupied without further opposition on the 
5, The "Curkish: authorities hav i i 

fron are eeguatti fe promised to arrost Simko should ho eroas_ thy 

Ganllet and hand iw over to the Porsians—an easy, promise to inake, but’ a dificult 
6, Saojbulak i i 

Titbentone BAR bas) been Teocenpied hy a Persian detachment from Mianduab: 
7. Maku.—Up to date the Persi 

Russian viee-constl at Maku, Me Daupwon. 


Tepahan. 


8. With reference to para ‘si if : 
4 graph 19 of last week’s intelligence ain it eaty'e 
ona L general at Tepahon states that;ho has ruceived Fear ichaTHesreaEr a 
Taped lus, who did not number tore than fifty: ‘The Persian soldiers who wore 
seated ware stripped literal to the skin, also the ofcer wives and thelr mnide who 
Tae dcompanying the detachment. It it slated the latter wers) made. to march 
4 and sleep threw nights in this undraped condition escorted by their equally 
showing the strong hatred of the army, SEU vanes idles 


g the troops are said to fe ilinti 
80 Koon! that they can hardly he kept within the ha of disci ire enna 


9. The officers of the detachm i 
Pane etachment who survived were thrown into 
see iby piaee sate aad yar Abo Rar for not having taken Proaaices 
Hanke euustn. ‘Theo ofcers ars tobe biel hy sourcinataly “stot Suva ot 
ele notice has been posted on the walls of the city :— 
Fora long p Persia has been kept weak for the lack rmy s 
now wo have taken advantage of the condition of the world 4 peel e ay 
us a teault of the sacrifices of ovr noble) heroos, wo possess an ariny which 16 
red bocaus it existe for tho maintenance of the integrity und indepondence of 
Sev wl tan Ay el a eB 
happened to the detachment which Tae Rea EMS 
Arabista, which province bad boon dobarnal for nasy tears eee eae te 
1, Wh for many’ fi i 
¢xaltod patriots, “The commitoe of tho Social Domocais of lanier ate ak 
7 ial Democrats of Is i 
condolences, and, liereby curse both natives of the country aud Tene 


abetiors i i 
bettors responsible, for this great act of treachory, and express tholr horror 


“Death to traitors to Persia! 
(Sealed) “Tie Tsrauay Provixotat Comnne 
oF Soctat Democrats,” 


11. Schubin, 5 } 
ana i Senbia esoretary to tho Russian oonsulgenerl at Ispahan has been dismissed 


12. Th it i 
persis ene detachment of the Persian army left Sultanabad on the lth 
150 infantry. 
50 craig 
1 field gun, 


13. A detachment of all 1 1 ‘i 
ordered to hold itself in saline wiser AE ete 


Tofuse to recoynise officially, the 


nude soldier friends and comfortably-clad enemies, 
id 














144 


Tehran. 


J inform you officially that, witho 
not complete the negotiations about the northern oil cone: 
seriously affects Russia.” 


‘Tho Prime Minister promised that the matter will be settled in a way that no 
neighbouring Government can have any cause for complaint. 

16, Considerable consternation reigns amongst the Belgian community owing to 
the disinclination of the Persian Government to renew the contracts of Belgian officials 
in the Customs and Posts amd ‘Telegraph, ‘This is in accord with the present Persian 
poli. of eliminating foreigners fom executive posts in the administration as far as 

oosible, 
pei 17. The War Minister has summarily dismijeed six Bakhtiari officers, who were 
serving in the ‘Tehran division, presumably to how his displeasure at the disaster that 
‘occurred t6 the Persian detachment referred to in paragraph 8 a 

18, Moaziz-ed-Dowleh, who was Persian consul-general at ‘Tiflis in 1919 and 1920, 
hhas been appointed consul-genoral at Calcutta, and will leave Tehran for India on the 
25th August. 3 

19, The Russian military attaché has gent Trafimof to Kermanshah to examino 
and roport on tho intelligence work done at the Kerinansbah consulate, ‘Trafimof left 
‘Toliran on the 18th August for Kermanshah. Ignatief has boon sent to Tabriz for the 
game purpose. 

20. The following specie reached the Russian Legation from Moscow on the 
16th August 

‘Dhree boxes of silver 5-kran pieces, each box weighing 69 1b. 
One box of gold roubles, weight 30 Ib, 
Ono box of miacellancous jewellery, weight 10 Ib. 


21, Roforence paragraph 1), intelligence summary No. 16, dated the 23rd April, 
the nowspaper editor Farokhi, who hax been in“ bast” in the Russian Legation for 
many months, left “bast” onthe 18th August and returned to his home. It is 
roported that he has received full amnesty for himself and the other ‘*bastis,” and that. 
he has been given permission to continuo publication of his newspaper. 

22,A member of the Baku “Adalat” Committee arrived in ‘Tehran on the 
Oth August, noniod Muusun Zadeh, He is staying with Shumyatski in the Russian 
Legation. ; 

23, ‘The following report ro the formation of two now seorot political societies in 
‘Tehrani has been received from a source usually reliable :— 

(a) At thé end of July now committee was formed called  Nozat Ghaiyam Milli”; 

‘the leador is Mirza Abbas Qui Khon Tabrizi, One of the mombers is 
Suleiman Mirza. ‘This committee is connected with the Adalat” committee 
in Baku, aud communication between the two. committees is carried on 
through the Russian Legation. Its programme is to overthrow tho present 
form of Government and set up a republic. ‘The membership is about 
400 or 500. 

(6) At the end of July o committee called *‘Jamiai-i-Shorai-i-Tslam” was formed. 
‘Tho loader is Asadullal; Fais Imam Juma, who took a prominent part in 
the revolution against Mohamed Ali Shab. ‘The representative, of this 
committee in the Medjlissis Mazeruni. Its programme is republican, and 
antiforeign. ‘There are at present about 1,600 members. On the 
12th August a meeting was held in tho Masjid-iSani-Diwan, near the 
Keavin gate, ‘The War Minister forbade the meeting to be held, but was 
mablo to prevent it. Atthie meeting it was decided by means of the press 
to protest against the Amorican financial advisers.” 


24, On the 13th August, Shumyateki had Kuimakam-ul-Mulk to see him, who was 
Pyeaian consilar agent in Lahijan before the revolution, and is now working asa 


akam-uleMulk to 5} 
the British in South P 
ho British in South Pers 


Bat i a5 been given 

‘ish military ocen; Sareea a 

authorities as. postal censor i ss slag io 
z 5 in Resht. He has al 

ior nd ols cpg a es hm hg 


26. ‘The following arms arrived i 
rm: at the It i in i 
ee Legation from Russia in 
Seven rifles. 
A quantity of ammunition, 


Suly = 


2m New cme at the Russian Legation aro— 
fayoz—A Lett. Speaks French and G 
a i a vat £ 
reiimgall: Aired Taian on te 1h Ages 
A 4 n cl ii ut ic 
res bureau, Avrived Tehri on the Lith Reese oetow af the Ruan 
28. On the 18th August the Ws ini i 
suit O80 August tho War Ministor wired to Colonel SandsedsDoy 
Shing ea all owtble sap to mako the pe bla Binlacanioat feet 
TOA hel hehe h August the War Minister received a Teply that a 


28. On the 14th August’a courier arri 
ian 0 ha courier arrived at the Rus i 2 
ih izes oe copies of ook eued "India, for the Tadley ifs ones 
5, thirty Engle Heel er 
Suomen Se aia and thir iu French, one copy boiag in Ieesan, 
30. Iu spite of tho assurances given by Ke i 

: “assurances given by’ Kayranm-eec Prime Mini 

{0 Put a stop te ssnrlous avtles in the uowepavers (op Latico eens 


‘No, 25, dated the 25th June, 3 H 
SRE oth June, paragraph 23), the press is again filled with anticBritie 


To be personal! secrotary to 


Autarabad, 


31. For reasons of economy, Wel 

23 18 0 iy, Weiner, th jan 0 

recuvelordos to dismiss ll hs present sa oxcopt elem ee Sree 
Razaof, interpreter. a 


Ninw Michacloyna, typist. 
‘Tivo Persian ghulama 


Surkof, who arrived at ‘Tehran from Moscow on the 16th 


Astarabad to bo assistant to:Weinor, Augast, is to proceed to 


Mazandéran, 
32, Bander-i-Gaz—A quantity of 


from a Russian ship on th 
and sent them to ‘Telia, es 


Propaganda literature and cartoons wero | 
i. the Persian officials have confaeated tines 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Oolonel, 
Military Attaché, 





[1B 10850/6/34} No. 112, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Mar c i 
Fees ose "guess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 10.) 
My Lord, 
mmemi; HAVE the. bonou 
memorandum from His Majesty's mili 
interview with his Excellency the War Maisans 


2 Tehran, August 
to: transmit to your Lordship herewith a ear a 


this Legation tespecting an 


Thaye, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


[9897] 
v 











eng] 
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Euclosure in No, 112; 


Memorandum respecting an Intorciew with Reza Khan, the War Minister. 
August V7, 1922. 


I CONGRATULATED Reza Khan on the success of his troops in their 
operations against Simko, and asked him for the latest news he had recei from 
the front. He stated that Simko had been decisively defeated by the Government 
forces in the hills south-west of Salmas, and that he had fled with a few followers 
towards the Turkish frontier, the remaining Kutds having scattered to their homes. 
‘The road to Urmia is now clear, and the Government forces are advancing in two 
columns, one direct from Salmas on Urmia, and the other closer to the frontier down. 
the valley of the Baradost Chai, ‘The War Minister said that the people of Urmia 
had sent’a message to Tabriz asking that a Governor be sent them to take charge of 
the district, Details regarding casualties on both sides had not yet, been received. 
‘The War Minister adled that the defeat of Simko had been so decisive that he did 
not anticipate any further trouble in restoring order up to the frontier in that area, 

I told him that I would telegraph my congratulations to-day to General 
‘Amanullah Mirza, the Commander-in-chief in Azerbaijan, whom I had had the pleasure 
‘of meeting on many occasions while he was the chief of the staff in Tehran. 

2, The War Minister then discussed the situation in Gilan, which he stated 
was improving steadily. ‘The rebel Seyyid Jellal was still in hiding in the jungle, 
but was being hunted by small detachments of regular troops, who kept bim 
continually on the move, “Reza Khan confidently expected his capture within a few 
weeks. 

3. I then asked the War Minister for details regarding the disaster to the 
detachment sent by him from Ispahan to Arabistan. He stated that he had not yet 

‘ot to the bottom of this matter, and that though some stated the attack on the 

letachment had been made by Kuhgelus, the survivors stated that Bakhtiaris had 
been the attackers, From the tone of his reply, the War Minister evidently suspected 
the Bakhtiaris as being implicated. He said that he blamed the officer commandiny 
the detachment for being caught in a trap without having any advance or flan 
guards, and that this officer and the other ethers ‘of the detachment who had survived 
‘vere now in prison in Ispahan, and are to be tried by court-martial for their failure 
to take proper military precautions when on the march. In the meanwhile, he had 
decided to take no further action until the result of his investigations proved definitely 
Wwho the assailants were, He expected then! to have to send a larger body to Arabistan, 
which would be one that was capable of looking after itself on the road. 

‘4, The War Minister said he was badly in need of money, as the pay of the 
army is still in airears, He stated that he is doing his utmost to get the 
Government to settle the matter of the oil concession quickly, ag he hoped that that 
Would help to restore the financial situation, « . 

5. As regards the Russians, he stated that the Bolshevik Legation was 
particularly inactive, and that he had no trouble from that quarter. 

6. Reza Khan's manner was very friendly throughout the conversation, but he 
Jooked thoronghily tired, due doubtless to the continuous strain of heavy work that 
he has undertaken since he took office. 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





[B 10182/285/34) No. 113, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 23.) 


(No, 544. Secret.) 
‘My Lord, ___ Lehran, August 31, 1922, 
THAVE the honour trtransoit to vour Lordship herewith copy of Intelligance 
Summary No. #4, for the week ending’ the 26th instant, compiled by the military 
attaché at this Legation, 
T have, &e. 


‘PERCY LORAINE. 


~ “ Capitalists an 


a7 


Enclosure in No. 113, 


Tntelli v 
(Secran,) Metigece Summary N 


Gilan 


0. $4, for Week ending August 26, 1922. 


in the move by 


Jellal has formed a committee, which is named “ Tntiqam”” 


(vengeance), 
This committee is composed of :— 
Seyyid Jellal : President. 
Sovyid Nazagha : Younger brother of Seyyid Jellal, 


bar Khan La fant i 
Radltneds Meaattehvesbal= An accountant in change of rebel supplies: 


pe Hussein Gurabzarmakhi 
Habibullah. 


+ Chief rebel intelligence officer, 


celebrate the Je) 
made a s} 


# independence, 

~, Five Russian engineers of the water transport fi ci 

feamahip * Tamara at Enzeli on the 10th ‘August, Mey tot oe ae 

raison survey the harbour at Enzeli and to direct the operations 
8. The Russian consular auth 

the Armenian sch 


immary, the local press con- 
vated, the Governor-General 
mat a stop to it, 


10. Under the auspi rf th i it ic . 
fonmance was given on the 14h August in Honan Sie as Gane a fy 


Workmen,’’ The play is a Russian Bolsicy et Eat Becin 


sone shevik one translated into 


Mazanderan. 


Jl. Bandar-i-Goz,—Russian ela 


Gan tro Saniar Gos Russian refugees arviving at Hassan Gali and Banda. 


ls on the vessels by which they came. 


Paragraph 4 of last, week's 

batt position at Urumia 

ith him a following af about 5,000 Kurds, egies 
y Goyerr i i £ 

Deputy Governor has left Tabriz for Saojbulak to take over eontiol of 


u? 
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Caucasis, 

14, Mr. Bristow, His Majesty's consul at Tabriz, has been arrested by the 
Russians at Batoum, while proceeding on leave from Tabriz to London, in-spite of 
having obtained full permission from the Soviet authorities to travel to Europe via 
the Caucasus. 

‘Phe Russian Legation at Tehran deny all knowledge of his arrest, and state that 
they are instituting enquiries. z 

‘Pwo British subjects, one of whom is Colonel Dodge, were arrested at Tiflis 
about the same time, A recent report from Tabriz states that these two have now 
been released. 


Tehran, 


15, No decision by the Persian Government has yet been taken regarding the 
Northern Oil Concession, 

16, Shumyatsky, with his wifo, left Tehran for Baku on the 22nd August. He 
is to return ina week’s time, His personal secretary, Vayaz, is temporarily, acting 
for him, Tehaikin acting as first secretary. It is reported that Shumyatsky has gone 
to attend an important conference to be held at Baku on the 26th August, which 
will be attended by the representatives of the Transeaucasus States and of the 
Central Soviet Government, Shumyatsky is to render a report at this conference on 
the commercial, political and military situation in Persia, 

TT. It is reported that the Soviet authorities are so displeased at the results 
achieved by M. Rothstein during his tenure of office as Minister in Tehran that he 
is not to be given further employment, i 

18, With reference to paragraph 16 of last week's summary, the contracts of 
these Belgian officials have been renewed, in spite of considerable opposition, 

19, With reference to paragraph. 30 in list ‘week's summary, anti-British pro- 
paganda of a most offensive kind continues to be published in thie local newspapers. 

20, Translations from the Russian press ieee appear in the Persian 
newapapers, doubtless inserted as propaganda by the Russian Legation, An example 


ig appended purporting to an stare betveen a nevspapet correspondent and 


late Russian Minister at Tehran. 
‘M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 


Rothstein, the 


Tebran, August 27, 1022. 





[IE 10188/6/84) No, 114. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receivad September 28.) 


(No, 55.) 
'y Lord, Tehran, September 2, 1922, 

YOUR Lordship in aware, from my previons reports, of the somewhat tenuous, 
ut at all events correct, relations which 1 maintained with M. Rothstein, the Russian 
Roviet Ministor at thin Court, When M, Rothstein 1eturned to Moscow, for what he 
ave out (6 be w temporary absonce, he did’ not take any steps, orally or im writing, to 
Brawaint ine vith is departure: or with the arrangements made tor conducting the 
WMitiss of the Soviet Legation during bis absence, ‘This of course may have been due 
to his ignorance of ordinary diplomatic courtesies and usage. g 

On his departure M. Shumyatsky assumed charge of the Legation as Chargé 
Affaires. -M. Shumyatsky, however, has never called at this Legation, nor has he 
taken any otter stops to seek my acquaintance. I must assume that his abstention is 
Geliborats, for on ohe occasion at least a chance encounter in the ante-cbamber of the 
Porstan President of the Council gave him an opportunity of being introduced to me, 
Dut he showed no inclination toavail himself of it 

Tmention this matter in order to: make it clear, should any question arise, that the 
fault for the practical cessation of relations between His Majesty's representative and 
the Russian Soviet representative lies exclusively with the latter. 


# Not printed. 
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M. Shumyatsky was in his turn. su 


Governmest ad ee agus tue Simone to. Moco fox consuiation wth hi 


eae eb ane aaliae g fereuce at Baku, has just. returned to Tehran, 
Bieduten ae Change dAifaies vee glean it appears probable that, he will continue 


3 6 d'A 18 the appointme ew Mi 
ekdent that the Soviet Governurent wow regurd M. Rotisaianmision ae fave ean 
en 


4 failure, and his re-employment in a diplomati iy is ed to be unlikely. 
iplomatic capacity is believed to, 
i 
PEROY LORAINE, 





[E 10178/7/34] Noss! 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received Septombo 20.) 
No te Secret.) ; 
My f ha Aisin as .. Pekran, September 4, 1922, 
No. Ba Yet howe to transmit o soun-Lordship herewith copy of my despalah 
respecting the protection of the South Persia oilsiaide | nn St Mohammerah, 
Thave, &, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


—— ee 
Enelosurs 1 in No. 115, 


Sir P. Loraine to Consul Lincotn, Mohammerah, 
(No. 8. Secret.) 
Sir, 
: | r Tehran, Septemd 

the oEAVE to transmit to you, under instructions from His dia oir Corea 
the accompanying instructions regarding the defence of the South Porsian oilfields 

gated out in the event of tn mergency arising. 

: rato t ah 
sige tad not in any way ablve you from the responsibility of 

‘ou should acknowledge the safe receipt of this despatch by tel 
sa coy oF ls despatch is being sent to His Majesty's Principal Soorstary of 
ete eres oe Sotiar to a Foreign and Political Department, 
officers at Bushire, epahan, Shige and Awa, ost) (9 # Megesty's consular 
Tam, &6, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enelosnre 2in No, 1 


Weal Instructions Hexpecting the Protection of the South Persiun Oil-Pielda, 


1, Area Affected. 


‘THE area in which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company’. i 
he SR IEATSIED any) oon i 

ae) aed date oe peat or hill district, in the aaathern portion rune 
i ee Me situated, and the Arabistan or plain district between the 
__ For various reasons, tronble is least likely to break out i iari distri 
in view of the allowances made to the Bakhtiari khans Sia hein a 
always maintained cordial relations with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
ang ena, ate i aolt atone The populace is deeply fanatical 

read jebad” in ough thi i 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah, whose interest it is to talntain odes, We eeemey 
guarantee this area against an outbreak of lawlessness. ‘The problem is, therefore, 
to.n great extent that of overaming the tribes in Arabistan, and, to a leser degre, 
of eusuring the. safety of installations throughout the Bakhtiari country and. at 
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ic Information. Wan Ane - 
ae He has undertaken the responsibility for obtaining information 
saving possible dangers tothe oll-ilds, fr the clleton of whieh the alt of 
hpanl acti Mesopotana i dies) tpopeheral at Boshive will render 
is y a shire will rende! 

at Mohan ra ar ve respect by the air-siaf, at the same time keeping Tis 


Majesty's Minister at Tehran fully informed. 


8. Fe Available. ee ae ae 
Tra euieok emergency, the air officer See Se ee a 
i ing military assistance for the pro Persii 
responsible for Pe thatthe despatch ofthese troops wil not endanger the situation 
fn Irak or the position of the troops left behind. 


edure for Requesting Assistance. 5 
E writen He ‘hat the oilfields are threatened by danger of auch, magnitnls 
that the focal means of fence wil be unable to ment it, is Majeh ora 
I apply to the High Commissioner at Bs © 
Menara Goverment. of Tudit, Tis: Majests’s Minisler at Tehran, THis 
Maj eoneul- gnarl Busting, nd Ned esanieate the ee tos 
i i issioner, Bagdad, shall ¢ eth i 
Ae Ee ie re he latter will be vesponsible for providing the assistance 
ved, if he is i ition to do 80. F ae 
EE ea aN waz will keep in the closest touch with His Majesty's 
erie Scand Keep the latter fully informed of the situation in his 
area, 








[E 10179/487/94] No, 116. oF 
‘Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 29.) 


(No, sot. Confidential.) Teban Soto 43 
ty TN Topi to the telegram by which your Lordship was 80 od as to request an 
ioneet my views in regard to the desire of the Sheikh of Foe 
Stvehase in Great Britain 10,000 rifles and 2,250,000 rounds G) sig a aE 
Fon, and on the effect which such a transadtion yas bkely to have on ne rane 
with, the Porsian Government, T had the ignour to sate tha lating optblan te 
i i particular need of a \ Oh 2 
aaa aetied to him through the agency of the Government of dni; that the 
aren nen tt ene re te Pe Ca 
Potts would certainly become known in Tehran, and that it would serve to confirm the 
Porpidon which the Persian Government has entertained for same time, that the 
Sheikh of Mobammerah and the Bakhtiari Khans, at British instigation sod Yat 
British auspices, are conspiring together to set at del ance the authority of the 
Central Government, whouever it sliould quit their personal aia oa 
tomaintain, with British guppost, a position for all practical purposes indepen tet 
of that authority, ‘There is a further idea current at ‘Tehran and T feRrel 10 sy 
That the Ministers of tho Persian Crown, careful as they would be to avoid ay. 
tinson fo the matter in my provence, have not suliiently clear, conception OF 
Brest interests and. policy in regard to Persia to Wiel Tee ls ee 
Britain aims at an wllimate partition of Bersia, and that she is usiog these ATege 
voans to stake out her claim to the important southern por! dons ot the A 
The favourable moment comes for the execution of this remarkable design 
rd he fact ‘of the matter is, of course, that, as eau E eae 2 
siects, but from inability to discover any defects in themselves, do not trace then. fe 
{heir feal causes, ‘Thus, in this instance, it is the centalising policy ofthe Persian 
Government, pursued mainly ander, the: impulse of the Minister for Wer, Det 
Hjoving the ardent sympathy of the Tehran clique of hungry politicians anit Game, 
fgoxues, which ig insensibly” driving the soathera feetansby sicemunty ot 
ened i y closer jer in orde sroach: 
Uventene interes te semt-andependent postion, This tendency I have already 


11 
brought to your Lordship’s notice by telegram, and you were 50 good a8 Wo reply, 
expressing your concurrence in my view that the process needed no facilitation Wy 
ns that We should be careful not to accept responsibility fon any of the agreements 
Which might be concluded between these chieftains, and that our general attitude 
should be one of. welcome towards friendships between those who were already, on 
friendly terms with His Majesty's Government and representatives, 

Your Lordship is also aware that T have lost no opportunity of endeavouring to, 
Femove Persian suspicions in regard to the absolute loyalty of British policy in regard 
to this country, but the occasions on which this ean be done with dignity are nob 
numerous, as it would clearly be unbecoming to be perpetually taking up a defensive 
attitude towards unformulated accusations of a preposterous character. I think 
Some progress has been made among the more enlightened Persians, but the nbridled 
Hicence accorded to a yenal press, the assiduity of Bolshevik propaganda, and the 
anlinosity of the Medjjiss as « body have heen Serious obstacles to a better realisation 
of the facts, 


What the Persians are unable to understand, mainly owing to their inordinate 
vyani is the fact that Great Britain, in order to protect and safeguard her 
important and legitimate interests in. this country, has been. compelled by the 
Wealmess of the Central Goyernment and the absence of a single executive authority 
capable of imposing its will thronghout the provinees to mako such local arrange. 
ments and undertakings as have been. necessary. to. earry. on work; that the 
justification for these local Arrangements is to be found in the fact that British trade 
‘and enterprise has been enabled to carry. on for a long term of years, chiefl 
remarkable for sporadic local rebellions and innumerable political vicissitudes, an 
Actually, including the convulsions brought: about. by the world war; that the polio 
underlying these local arrangementa has never been directed against. the Central 
Government, but has, on the other hand, rendered it, considerable services by acting 
48 a steadying influence when chaos, and even anarchy, threatened to. supervene, 
Indeed, it would not be an exaggeration to say- that at, certain moments whole 
dlistricts, and even provinces, have been held in trust by British power and influence 
pending the emergence of a Persian Government capable of resuming control of them, 
hhe Persian politician is, unfortunately, incapable of seeing the matter in this light, 
and obstinately maintains that, if the outlying: parts of the: Empire are uot. com: 
pletely subservient: to Tehran, it is because Of the persistent policy of disintegration 
purstied by the British, 5 
‘With the Sheikh of Mobammerah the situation ig more specialised, We have 
assumed definite obligations towards his Excellency which are accompanied, haweven, 
by the very important and necessary xesorvation, that ons fulfilment of chem ig 
lependent on his fulfilment of his obligations towards the Central Government, 1 
am fully aware of the important services rendered by Shoikh Khazzal during the wat 
‘and of the unswerving loyalty which he manifested towards the British cause during 
that trying and anxious period, which gives him as binding a claim on on support 
and consideration as any written agrecment. It is, however, equally clear that, an 
‘occasion necessitating. te fulflment of ovr undertakings towards the sheikh might 
yell bring us into an actual, if unrecognised, state of hostility with the Perstan 
Government, and is therefore one to be avoided by every means in our, power, 
Aaything which might encourage the shel to provoke a conic with the Persian 
Government, or even to refrain from doing all he can to avoid one, is therefore to be 
avoided, and I cannot but feel that the possession of w largo store of arms aud 
ammunition might act as such an enconragement, Moreover, 1 happen to know that 
the Bakhtiari Khans sent a special messenger to the sheikh not long ago, T fancy for 
the purpose of converting common measures of defence against « posible attampe 
ty the Persian Government to wreak on tem oven for the disaster to the 
Arabistan force, and the date of his arrival, atthe sheikh’s residence would have 
approximately synchronised with, though preceding, the despatch of the: sheikh’s 
message to Sir Arnold Wilson I strongly suspect that the consigoment of rifles for 
Thich the sheikh is now applying is therefore intended to arm the Bukhari tribe, 
and in that case the fact that they were of British origin, which certainly could not 
be concealed, would add fuel to the Persian suspicions, to which I have alluded, and 
produce a far worse eflect than if they were to remain in the comparatively quict 
iaven of the sheikh’s own armoury. My suspicion is admittedly based ona con: 
jecture, but. it is reinforced by news which reached me from w reliable source ta 
‘ehran yesterday that the Bakhtiari khans are discussing between themselves the 
ibility of acquiring arms and ammunition through the agency of Sheikh 
azzal. 


— ee 
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: Lam inclined to think that, barring unfo! frouinstances, the P 
. x ; in which His Majesty's Government would emerge victoria fats Harring unforeseen cireiimstances, the: Persian arm 
If it be desired to prepare for an emergency in w accrue Es : ge victorious from the striiggle, I have discussed the tribal question tao 
feel obliged to fulfil thetr undertakings to the sheikh to tie extn a ED her and friendly manner with Resa Khan, aud he quite realises that the bet pale ae 
with arms an ammunition and to do's at short noticg Think Cre ate oes sat than antagoniso those medieeval organisations, gradually to bring thom into the avi, 
safer means of providing for icc Boe ection with the Arms Trafic staal Ji eae grat balay Whether he has the patience and skill to 
Suggested, quite apart from the disa ede n : 
ren ao ay ga Ne 2a en lg rd taf Tensile et ge bid an denon of 

T beg leave to suggest, for your Tx sponsibility in certain ~ pas 5 he possibility of its doing so is one which we 
tothe fat that the military aoe in wid Ja eee ae ‘the Khazistan a tales oipaly inte erat for in many respects it would radically alter the 
\eircomstance, and aubjot to certain Tittatons for eho protection of ts sia ich our pole aang knowy Jy Persia fora gent many years past, and 9 it, 

ilfields, an appropriate reserve ami hight be created et 3 Oe ar policy has necessarily ; 

senient spot, suet as Basra, under the sipectse CO inert coat T think it is axiomatic that.it would be much more convenient to us from every 
Tonain he property of Has Majey's Goverment, Uf the css on available c tate to deal with a strong onal authority, provide vo were 
to aflord assistance to the sheilsh ‘ is Majesty's Government might bly, Satis [stability. Such a state of affairs wou! 
ee FE ier would tins, exist, but. the a fons wit Leal chieftain, and) ie 
thon direct, ‘The means for soporte rei take up a defiant aititude on sacrificed our old friends, ‘Such n sitection venta ste 
temptation would be removed from Is rermment, which might possibly involve ts srificed our old friends, “Such a situation would soon 
any question aaa with the Pelran Go 3 ' régime remained slid and vigorons; but tha i precisely 
I Rt ty td dent open a ie angel incre ati eae 
hese are the reasor ae Troop e correct course at pres ae evious | 
tion, and Tmny-be permitted to expres the Opn er the Stel ould not find it 80 easy: to resime our local feiendshipe an 
ig to give. conn! pd bat t we can to allay, ; 4 : . nee 
Meaninsentia voll a3 to the Persian Government, a a hee has aroused, Ae as of {OURe, Hever vory satisfactory to discuss hypothetical situations, but 
violent apprehensions whieh the ineident of He Starter hile telling him again that. Foreeed gut Lordship’s indulgence for explaining certain eventualities. whieh T 
Tn tho pavteular ease of the sei, we shoud Z¢hink while elling im satin foresee a8 possible, In my. opinion, we must go very carefully forthe present: and 
wo regard our undertakings to hin as abso thy Morved by his maintaining good Hat magacly non-partisan as possible; we must not abandon ont existing friendships, 
tho fact that oth his interests and ours ape est, srved by his maintain gui {uk us attempt the delicate task of proparing the ground so as no to fall betwen 
ralations with the Persian Government, and steadily discourage, s0yt1ing yar {30 stools should any such radical change as T have suggested come about in the 
nature of a defiant attitude on his part," Indewd, 1 have presumed to cE ops re guah aleution; andl we must gradually shape our cour of ation more daily 

hip's coneurrence generally i ih the velop, P 
Talim through His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, a personal message, of Wh view Nau be of the utmost utility to me to be acquainted with 
text is enclosed heroin. fe ia and important British vs on the various questions raised 1 

aes tives in the South of Persia and imp act generally on th les 

weed ah orem Suh fat rn serait pre wi 


TLL. LLL 


your Lordship's 
in the present despatch, and I shall, meanwhtlo, 


h I have suggested in the hope that th 
serenity of the local factors on which the latter's activities are dependent, it must inerit your Concurrence, that they mia 
‘ity of weal factors ‘ich the latter's activities are dependent, it must, 


st r heer 1am forwarding copies of this d tch to the Gi él if i is 
a whi ® criterion of oUF mm forwarding cop 8 despatch to the Government, of India, His 
T think, be, perpetually borne in mind that ehras i ti Ene whole is far Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad) and to's Majesty's Gonealgenegat 
relations Hy mmportant to British interests generally and in the long run than the , Seni 
Trot capremacyof any one of our particular protégés. tere Se ea 
ear tie ia, foweved, another aspet ofthis question to which T beg lave to dra ; i 
wu: Lordship's eamest consideration, Since the crushing of the Ska) r antes oOo 
Ye dows open aunt Sines Senate eo a chance of su0<ees Eholewure in) No. 110. 
tinder the ditect control of the Persian “II be oomplated within the next 4 
dae Dseansal ae nat ih Le ain Set eri ee ote ia spite of Gonfdeniay 5° Persie to His Mojeaty's Consul at Aha 
twelve on oighteen months. Maas ivil administration, in spite o a al. , 
tel WSAUTY, HOP in ihp tank whieh the British military (le hic) : : Tehran, September 6, 1922, 
litical intriguis, is actually succeeding in the task hihi exception of the LEASE give abeikh, confidentially and personally, message frome we ta the 
ae aot i eemy of to-day is a better and more efficient force following effect :— 
‘and probably since the days of , am satisfied that Minister for War will not.take any violont or intemperate 
Un an noriiously, and. though action, 
Nadir 


1 nd action. Dr. Young and Ihave explained to him thoronghly risk of armed epnflict 
di rimitive, the spirit of tl in neighbourhood of oil-fields, which would threaten Persian and British interests 
equipment ai Sepah’s own reputation alike; he now understands position thoroughly, arid has promised mo to do nothing 
troops seems she successful campaigns to endanger our common interests, 


One could ‘There is a general Suspicion in Tehran, which is of course encouraged. by 
have b Bolsheviks, demagogues and, T fear, by Governor-General of Arabistan, that you 
hardly imagine a count and Bakhtiari are-conspiting. together, in order to, resist authority. of Central 
Bore, i Government. It is very important that all possible stops should be-talten to remove 
: this obviously erroneous idea from the minds of the Persian Government, and 
especially from that of Minister fon War, and I regard it as especially iinportant 
for your personal interests. With your wide experience and power of wise 

discernment you know that more confliéts arise out 


t of misunderstandings than from 
any other cause. Nothing would be more unfavourable to our mutual 


i ; interests than 
8 conflict between the Persian Government ancl yourself or the Bakhtiari, and T lenow 
pie Bi i well how contrary it would be to your own desires, ,T mention these misundetstandingy 

rug [sen] x 








1d 


is dealings, but he 

army. Sardar Jang is 

fallen on the Bakhtiari, 

have no more loyal servant 

‘course, and we commend it for 
Please add suitable person 

and welfare—Lonanne, 


(Repeated to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire) 


[IE 10188/286/24) No, 117. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recetved ‘September 20) 


ord ne Tehran, September 8 ion 
THA i Lordship herewith copy of Intelligen 
E r to transmit to your ip f 
Hone ete ponte weeks ending the 2nd September, 1922, compiled by the 
military attaché to this Legation, aa 
‘PERCY LORAINE. 


SS 
Enclosure in No. 117 

Intelligence Summary No. 85 for Week ending September 2, 1022. 
(Becret.) 
Gee LD SELLAL i kept om ‘ogo, an bas appeared in several different 

i e jungle i week, 

seg ara tae ge! Ea dant 
abo The Peat of kerosene, petrol and all oi} products from Bala to ene has 
ia a he ne oe a Cen 
‘ot sparen) hs representative of" Araft ” in f zl i8 ‘Russian Com 
Oi Departing yenot, He was aeallor ja the TNperal na a te eS the 


executions. 
FS a seat Raht, is reported to be 


Ge hie against Simko—After the occupation of Urmis by the Govern, 
t troops, three columns were sent out, one from ‘Salmas, 2,5 Hs st a pie roe 
wae ho; to. Quiut and Maku, ‘This column has attacked and burn! 
moving to Maku, 

‘second column, 0 
i i the count 
in lain ota, 3000 strong, as 

{, Simko is reported 

ist, 1922, para~ 
hit: from the are of the Paes 
tee. Be 

array by an order rece! the Mini % engaged 
ey al Amanallah Mirza, the Commat 
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to the War Minister. General Andrievsky is universally credited in Tabriz. with the 
Success of the campaign. He is now So Santee pee cemaleo oun ay 


. The Government has ordered refugees who fled from Urmia to return to thei 
homes. A proposal is before the Parliament to expend 600,000 tomans and 60,000 
Hbarman of gr 

0. 


rain from the ij i 
a in rom the revenues of Azerbaijan on restoring the country devas- 
sollods La? Breen! strength of the Persian Government forees in Azerbaijan is as 


Infentry— 


commanding, Sartip Hassir 

Ardebil regiment: 300 men. 

Aragh regiment.: Called  Fauj-i 

_ Yavar Abmad Khan; 870 men, 

Kazvin regiment : 856 men; officer commanding, Sarhang Abdul Hassan, 

Srd regiment: Called 'Fanj-i-dadid””; practically all recruits; officer 
commanding, Abul Qasim Khan Sarhang; 800 men, 

Irregulars Formerly * Sarbazis ”; 600 men; offcer commanding, Ahmad 

ian Mirpanj, 

The 1st, 2nd and $rd regiments mentioned above are Tabriz, regimen 
‘Total infantry, 6988 men. aaa 

Cavalry — 


" aftor thelr officor commanding, 


‘Tabriz regiment : 475 men; officer commanding, Sarhang Kalb Ali Khan, a 
Caucasian Persian. 


Hamadan and Aragh regiment; 871 men. 
Both above regiments under Daray Mirza Sarhang. 
‘Total cavalry, $48 men, 


Axtillery— 


1,080 men, under Naib Sarhang Yusuf Khan; 26 guns, of which 10 are 
field gona (6ld Austrian and Russian pattern) and 16 are mountain 
guns (18 Russian Schneider, 2 French Schneider and,1) Russian old 
system). 

A sojjarate machine-gun corps, under Sultan Abdul Hussein Khan Mirza, 
with 51 machine guns and $2 Lewis guns; strength about 500. 
Detachment at Khoi (composition uncertain) — 
Strength, 1,100. 


Detached force of all arms operating from Saojbulak area— 
Strength, 1,600, 


‘Total effectives of all arms, 10,514 
Cancasus. 


10. Batoum.—With reference to last week's Intelligence Summary No. $4, para- 
raph 14, Mr. Bristow has been released from arrest at Batoum, and has reached 


ingland vid Constantinople, Details as to the cause of his arrest’have not yet been 
received. 


Tehran, 


11, The excitement caused by the defeat of the detachment of Government troops 
at the Lahamghir Pass by Kubgilos (reference Tntelligence Summary No, $3, pata 
graph 8) has quietened down. ersian Government: has at last learnt that the 
assailants were really Kubgilus and not Batiais ax thay Sat eurpcted, On the 
contrary the Bakhtiars offered to follow up and punish the offenders and ths ofr 
‘was accepted by the Persian Government, ‘The latest, information states that the 
Bakhtiaris have been successful in an action with the Kuhgilus, and haye recovered 
the mountain gun, the three machine guns, and all animals captured by the Kubgilus 
from the Government detachment, 


[9627] x2 
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12, ‘The incident, however, has been made much of by the Russian Legation and 
allelements of an anti-British nature, Virulent propaganda in the press and amongst 
the people has been spread stating that the British were the instigators of this attack 
in ordet to prevent Government troops being sent to Arabistan. 

‘A strong note’ from His Majesty's Minister to the Persian Government resulted 
on the Sist August in the suppression of eight of the offending newspapers. 
eight vere: ‘‘Tofan,”” “* Totesad-i-fran,” “Tttehad,”’ “Igdam,”” “ Aht-i-Englab,”” 
““Shahap,”’ “Siasat " and “ Baharistan ” 

‘This has annoyed considerably the Russian Legation, as the majority of these 
papers were subsidised by the Russians, so they are now busy organising a movement 
fo protest against the interference by the Cabinet with the “ freedom of the press.” 

13, The view taken by the Russian Legation is clearly shown in a telegram sent 
to Moscow on the 25th August, which has been commnnicated to me by a reliable 
informant, ‘This telegram state 

“The latest event of importance in Persia is the crisis in South Persia. 

During the latter part of Mushir-ed-Dowlch’s tenure of office, he desired to get 

(outta over Sheilsh Khizzal of Mobammerah. Kawam-es-Sultaneh, the present 

Prime Minister, is also anxious to do this. ‘The Sheikh, supported by the British, 

ie in opposition, and has organised an advanced guard to his territories from 

‘amongst the mountain tribes of Bakhtiari.” 


4, On the 27th August the Prime Minister recommended to the Cabinet that a 
decision regarding the sale of the Northern Oil Concession shall be postponed until 
the American financial adviser, Dr. Millspaugh, arrives. ‘ 

15. ‘The Sinclair Oil Company is meanwhile negotiating with the Persian 
Government for the timber concession in Mazanderan and Gilan. This concession 
ig oxtromely valuable, ie 

16. ‘The representative of the Sinclair Oil Company in Tehran has subsidised 
the newspaper “' Zibanah Tran” (editor, Abdul Hassan Madani) in order to have 
artiles favourable to his company published in this newspaper. geal 

17, Belgof, late liead of the Russian Foreign ‘Trade Department in Persia, has 
een appointed to a similar post in the-Atgentine Republic, and has left Persia for 
Moscow! His place in Tehran is to be taken by Garding, a Russo-German from the 
Baltic provinces, % Le 

18 Minsky, Russian consul at Kazvin, has been transferred to Bandar-i-Gaz in 
a similar capacity. j > ‘ 

19, Four boxes of silver 5-Kran pieces (12,000 tomans in all) reached the Russian 
Logation on the 25th August from Russia’ vi Enzeli, escorted by three Red army 
soldiers 

0, Shoumyatsky, the Russian Chargé d’Affaires, returned to Tehran from 
Baku on the Slst August. 


Kermanshah. 

21. Berlin, the Russian consul at Kermanshali, is reported to haye been a member 
of the Executive Committee of Peasants and Workmen in Moscow, whence he was 
gent to Persia for service, 


Kazvin. 
02, Anti-British speeches were made in themosque at Kazvin on the 25th August. 


Mazanderan, 
98, Bundar-i-Gaz—The local garrigon has received no pay for several months. 
Forty men have deserted during the past: week. 


Astarabad. 
24, Owing to lack of funds, the Governor of Astarabad has ceased despatch of 
mails to ‘Tebran from Astarabad. 
S, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 


Tehran, September 2, 1922. 
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[E 10836/1002/34) No. 118. 


Mz, Hodgson to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston—(Received Octover'2,) 
a 
Ie eee é Moscow, September 28, 1922, 
to IEE reference to my despatch No: 658 of the 20th August, have the honour 
to transmit herewith translation of a report from the Torgovlya Promyshlennaya 
Cana lay’s date regarding the formation of a special company to ory Hae 
we transit of goods through Russian territory fo and from Porsia, ot 


Tt is not clear from this report whether th i i 
corm, lem, from th ort whether the company is to be organised in 
Soares eee am a nae [toadvse your Lordship of any further develop 
Thave, &o, 
R, M. HODGSON. 


Enclosure in No, 118, 


Katract from the “Torgoolya Promyshlennaya Gaeta’ of September 28, 1922, 
(Translation,) Mh 


Russo-German Taping axp Transporn Company. 


A JOINT-STOCK company has been organised i i 
1 ganisedl in Moscow for thet 
tia aor Pe its allied ences Scr eves 
rovide for carrying out all classes of ial 
transactions, but purchases and sales are to be Ped BEBE NE ae 
the Federation. Within the limits of the Tederatio uur side beatae leach 

Feders the company has the right 

carry out wholesale purchases of goods for Persia and neighbouring Bastern coustries, 
yu moles prone of wf Fei ud aighlering aery oni 


statutes, 50 is 
statutes, 50 per cent, of the tonnage of the company is 10 be used for transporting 





[B 10642/6/34) No, 119, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquesas Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 6.) 
(No. 363, i 
(Melegraphie.) 
MY telegram No. 354. 
T view situation as follows :— 


Russians are profiting by Kemalist victory, threat of 
Grex Bea a irk td ou iis ak atoll eis actrees ts 
endeavour to deal final blow to British position and influence in this country or to 
blackmail His Majesty's Government into recognising Soviet, Weakness of Porsian 
Goyornment, corruption of the press, influence of anti-British party. in Medjliay and 
ereiulity of pexdodtemogoguos and extreme Nationalist are playing into Rusi'shonds 
o-Russians haye thug been able to acquire: practical control of articulate. public 
opinion, Immediate object of press campnizn 1s to force xupturo of Anglo-Porsian 
relations; ulterior aim is to sweep Persia into alliance of Islamic Powors under 
esian spies ivoup uadeeypherate} "Calon. ‘ 
tern Powers—Near, Eastorn crisis euormonily  facilia 
Mahommeden solidarity and is being exploited with cortain brutal ski, ‘etal look 
af statesmanship, debased politcal standard, instability of fnaneo and pois of 
reckless janis i line it i 
Honlan lope intel orion ved erase ee te 
nae On, the other: band, sa oe patient Toyal 
fajesty's Government n to bring the: majority of thi F 8 
Poruane rout preference for Brush eanusetion Ware 'p in raf nusmtoea en 
jnartioulae pro-Botsh pers, but process of intimidation is euch that no iniviual 
amet ui rnd or act on it. ‘They will not dare until they are given'a lead and 


Tehran, October’, 1922, 


nou-intervontional poligy of His 
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TE 10649/6/24] ped 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reeaived October 6.) 


No, 364.) 
Telographic) Teron, October 5, 1922. 

THOUGH in principle T adhere to views expressed in my telegram No. 303, T 
consider exceptional oireumstances outlined above now render action imperative. 
Ulterior object of my representations about pross is to stiffen Persian Clovernment iteolf 
to cuist Revsian manoouvres, but this is not enough and we cannot rely onit Tt ie 
Nascconry to create counter-press under protection of which our friends can make their 
Weight felt. Thaye discussed matter with ‘Lehran representative of Anglo-Persian Oi 
Gotipany who entirely shares my viows. His reporting, meanwhilo, to London, and 
thinks bie pritefpals may be willing to finance such a movement. 1 have explained 
that Hlis Majestye Government could not doo. If you agree, I.beg you to encourage 
thatdes, Ifwe do nothing, I fear {two groups undecypherable] it possible; if counter- 
fauaptign ie efficient and. vigorous, I think decisive effect can bo produced in 
comparatively short time advent of business advisors and return of Shah may help to 
Crablise situation, but interval till then and especially during Near Eastern. crisis is 
tlangerous period, Tf funds are forthcoming, useful start could be made with local 
elements, 





pe 10044/6/34) No. 121. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recaived October 6.) 


(No, 365.) 
(elegraphie) 
OUR telegram No, 243, 

Situation has become appreciably graver as principal Bolshovik subsidised newspaper 
thas given the lie to faots stated in an official communication from me to Prime Minister, 
publined by tho lattar with my consent which explained the eiounstances in which 
Byo divines; mentioned in any télegrain No, 840, had left Bagdad. Articles in several 
other newspapors barely less offensive. 

Taw Peimo Miniater last night, arid drew his attention olficially to this insult to 
His Majesty's representative. Realising, however, that’ moment could not be, more 
inopportune for a public tisis in Anglo-Persian relations, I did not commit His Majesty's 
Government to any particular line of action, but made a porsonal appeal to his Highness 
to put an end to ths intolerable situation, warning him that if appeal failed this time 
Htoponowal was unlikely. If T was obliged to press matter to an official issue, logical 
course would be to detnand public otracion and spology by editor or, filing chat, 
ficial apology, from Peroian Government, Tf T bad believed that these attacks 
fepredonted serious Persian opinion T should Have shown much less patience, Tt was 
Tir to ime, however, that Bolshevike wore deliberately using. this shameful mothod of 
towing discord between England and Persia, and I begged bie Highness to rellest vary 
seriounly on evviaoquencos it this manauvze suceseded owing to culpable iresolution of 
Pantuy Government. I had done my utmost; dignity of a great nation could not 
suitor such alights indofinitely ; issue rested with his Highness, 

His Highness. promised. to. concert. meastires’ asked for with president of Medjliss 
‘and prominent Deputies, and to fiform mo of rosults to-day. He admitted gravity of 
the situation. 

"As these efforta may also ful, T must request your Lordship's general instructions 
for my guidance, 

all, of course, do everything in my power to avert. necessity for crisis, but cur 
nationil dignity is boing seriously compromised. 


Tehran, October 5, 





[E 10596/7/34] No. 122, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received Octobor 6.) 
(No. 866.) 


(Telegraphic. 
grep) seit aid ea __, _Lehiran, October 5, 1922, 
ain. meando tr of Cone Se ah Chon atk nae of 
300,0001 C omains, and offer choice of surplus reve 
of southern customs, southern oll royalties for next your, and opium revent, as 
Thave explained to Tebran mana jecti 
oi manager objection to customs, owi i f 
Majesty's Government and to, il royaltias tines negotiations for nerthurn consewion 
ul ponding, | He is refering matter to Bagdad branch hy post, Sure 
royal may think ie desirable fo diasusde London boanl from asseping eis 
Eta clea, hve negotiations dou. exlin falire. of Porsian 
Bank of Persia, ‘have thu taken no aston on yous talogomn Nor apa, om meen 





[B 10723/6/24) No. 128, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced October ‘.) 


(a 60) 
‘elegraphic.) 

. nr Teh i 
“OPINION in Modjlise iss hardened oguinat Miniator Gh Whac ane (gee 


weeks, and on 5th October prominent mi 
pceerineee uence brome minor | Deputy attacked him vigorously: i 
" rE a ean et 
cre nai oc ed erg Stn raise ete 
ing to my Intest reports there’ ia 1 appreberts 
Eel ee general appreberfsion of a coup d' Etat and 
gaia medi y Minister of War, who is said to have been promised full Marea 
Some days ago, haying n presentimen 

£0, | ent of tl sort of thi Ti ie 
sgt tne Mi AEs ei ee a a 

ic him, vt i ri 
to aly canal appoitognt mid for this. Orne Sot a ee 
yg sud Tam giving hin writton instructions, Should coup a ab take 


, L shall deo! di p's i 
bal nding your Lordship's insttuctions, to recojmise any Government 


(Sent to India; repeated to Bagdad, No. 210.) 





[E 10596/7/34) No, 124. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (DeBran). 
{ Bel.) 
Foreign Office, October 7, 1922, 


OUI talogram No. 966 of 
R telegram No, $66 of 5th October. 
T km informing Imperial Ottoman Bank of largo claims of: His Majeaty's Govern 


ment upon Persian Government, and 
dapat No 892 of 1921. els: 

You should at the samo time make represantati i 
Mating that re tako a mast seroun view of proposed further alentin of tate 
a le 


seourities before our own claims are placed is 
again preas Persian Government to make arrangomontetommsst garetts, You suena 


ding thein & copy of enclosuro'in your 


ee 








160 


[iB 10724/7/94) No, 125. ; ; 
Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receieed Octobor 8.) 


Ae Tehran, October 7, 1922. 
logra} ‘ . 

). 273. : 2 

TS tt 827 ean its Serio 

‘in advisers have apparently already started, I. do i 

Gea in Majesty's Government's terns i likely beforo they arrive ; Teast ofa 


with present Government. 





(1B .10728/6/84) No. 126, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedloston to Sir P. Loraine (Wehran). 


f Foreign Ofice, Ostober 10, 1922. 
ae au 369 of 7th October: Possible coup @’Btat. 


ee ee as any interference in domestic Persian polities is at prosent 


(us 252, Confidential.) 

Tapprove your action, 

desirable, 5 

moon toea Khan's advent to power might not Vein 
But it must not by in any way due to action by 


Je disadvantageous from our point of view. 
gation 





[= 10004/6/34) No, 127, 
Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 1.) 


{i ae) Tehran, October 10, 1922. 


‘Tolographic.) 
POM telogram No. 869, i 
Situation hore appreciably calmer, and comp 


‘War and Medjliss, fi 4 nite satisfactory. Minister of 
Interv oewean former and Oxontal Sesrtary quite aback, | MiG ot 


WV es against Med) i 
Wor ad that he eontonplate ne Ep tne fo mates ous Hi 


that neoessity for paying trod) dim hr iu mains onl 
r oul glad to get rid of these obligati proper fina 
Bae aoe ih eae raged to bad ver toc taxation reve 
Re ante visors when they arrived and consule them regarding ste of army whi 
Borin could afford, and. that be Ga ot intend to attack pes 1 think. my 
ng adview has thus produced good effect, 

ae ee onsia vo whieh hei constantly aut rg 

Tet, be made appa aman, Governinent was alvays wanting our money, but 


riental Secretary said. P wa : Nee 
tea oa ata theta any’ caso ho was not competent to discuss Bnancia! question, 


ith me. 
hich Persian Government muist treat wit 
Wi (Repeated to India copy to Bogdac.) 


wromiise probable between Minister of 





[iB 10891/7/34) No, 128. 
iv P. Loraie’to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October: 11.) 


‘Tehran, October 10, 1922. 


(ts. Be) 


'Talographic,) 
RR telegram No. 251, : 
TSEC am No.2 aft een 


onl clowram No, 366. was given to we by manager in confidence, 
at esa Persian Coverainent herengon woul pase chine 

ane weeable:peation, Hs tis only referred matter te London board without 

snetding ie T have explaived fully position as regards Government debt, “agrees 


161 
with my view that, no sound business is possible until His Majoaty’s Goveramont’s 
claims sro on satisfactory basis and that Imperial’ Ottoman Bate exnot bs placsd in 
more favourable position than Imperial Bank of Persia, 

You will no doubt be able with greater fore to sevure rejection of proposal’ by 
London board. Meanwhile, in reply to-approasties ‘by Persian Goverament, Tan 
taking it plain thet, iF Tater want my gout ofies, they must ask for thas ohially 
and in writing, my intention being to reply to. such communication in the gene desired 
by sou. If Imperial Ottoman Bank decline. proposal, Posian.Goversmat ll bo 
compelled to do this, and I do not think meanwhile they can get the money elsewhere, 





(8 30044/6/24) No. 10, 


a Te Marquess Curzon of Kedlestn to Sir-P, Loraine (Pelvan) 

No, 253. 

(Telegraphic) Foreign Offic, October 11, 1992. 
‘OUR telegrams Nos, 968 and 364 of Sth October: Propaganta, 

T myself would be entirely opposed’ to wast'.g. money.on. propaganda, ‘1h viow, 
however, of your own and their agent's strong representations, Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company are prepared to embark on campaign in the sense of their agents telegram 
No. 72, They are considering possible employmont of Major Temple, who eerive here 
recently, His Majesty's Government will not provide fun 





Dees eee No. 180, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Recetved October 12.) 

(No. 875,) ‘ 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 11, 1922, 

HAVE seen Minister of War this evening. My impression is that ho has at I 
realised that there is no sensible policy for Persia without a friendly understanding with 
us. ve me his word that he would not attack Bulhtiar# and that he bad nothin, 
ageinst Sheikh of Mobammierab, For the present, hevavaits report and aation oP 

iasion of Enquiry formed by Sirdar Jeng and his own representative, If result 
satisfactory incident will be closed. 

T dwelt on folly of struggle with Bakhtiari and pressed him ty come to. terms 
them himself direct—this being counterpart of advice T have already unged on khan 
He nopepted my suggestion to nee khang himself when he goos down to meet: the Shi 
‘and do everything possible to allay their nervousness, Ho is disgusted with the present 
Government and incapacity of Prime Minister, He added, in strict personal confidericg,! 
that if the Shah delayed his departure from Europe, of which he daily expects news, ho 
intended to change Government. 

He appealed, but in very dignified way, for financial help to carry on, 1 aaled 
him how he could expect mé to recommend help for m Government whieh woitld not 
recognise its debts and allowed me to be called liar’ iy the newspapers. He said that ho 
quite understood ; but nothing could be done with this Medjliss; wa must both of us 
be patient for auiother six months, and then’he must e¢o to it that a proper Medjlisa wis 
elected, Aw it vas, he could not even givo troops thoir propor rations, (ra sport, Was at 
«standstill, and arrears alarming, ‘He could not even hold out till arrival of American 
advisers. said this was fault of Persian Government solely, for it would not recognise 
ite debts atid its attitude to all questiona which interested us was’ uniformly. unfriendly, 

ition of debt would at once ease the situation. 


{Gout to India; copy by tng to Begdoa) 





[E 10644/6/34) No. 181! 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sit P, Loraine (Vehran). 
(No. 256.) 


(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, October 12, 1922, 
ADVANCES to Persian Government, pis 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company, in reply to tieir agents telegram No, 68, say the; 
caanot take a ont thotvelves, Hut aro prepared to fasiitate an slvanes of 100,000L to 


[sez q 
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é it ; d_censes, that 
Imperial Banit on condition that hostile press propagant a 

aie wilyot fo soed against Bukhara, and that wocurity ie frst chatge on” next 

"4 royalti ayable out of first loan raised. 
yee end advange oy Imperial Bank of Pers athorsed iy talegan No, 288 

ght well bo held in reserve in case present eri 

Serer bation atu dlpesed towards Brit interests and more worthy of support 
than the present Government, 

What are your views ? 





[E 20179/457/84) No. 182. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


elope rei 12, 1982. 
Gy i Foreign Office, October 12, 
pele rsP apatah No, 561 of Sth September: Sheikh of Mobammera. aed 

‘hough cireumatancea ave altered in somo reapects since abuve was watt, T 
concur entively in general lines of policy towards slieikh and southern tribal chiefs 
formulated hy you, and you may pursue it in reliance upon my support. 





[1H 10900/1002/34) No. 188. 
‘The Marquees Curzon of Kedléston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


(ielegeo Foreign Office, Octobor 13, 1922. 
je.) Re Foreign Office, 5 
oe SDI clog No, 834 of 6th Sepromber: Customs Kes 
ot approve of tripartite negotiations. Wer : 
ae thou oyain. press Persian Government most seriouly in sense reported in 
our tolegram No, 801 of 16th August, as present situation cannot be tolerated any 
Tongs Ue necomey) ou should eary out proposal as to time:limit contained in your 


telegram No, 291 of 4th August, 





[i 11002/7/84) No. 184. 
‘Phe Margieee Ourson of Keilleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 

Haak Foreign Office, Uctober 14, 1922. 

Wire a tae ‘of American Financial Mission are sailing from here within 


Mee cee India Office and Colonial Office regarding ficilities en route, 


Dr. Millspaugh lias not called at the Foreign Office. 





[1B 11218/286/84) No. 185. 
Sir B. Howard to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received October 11.) 


Madrid, Octobor 13, 19 
10th instant reporting the arrival 


‘of His Imperial Majesty 
ou that His. Mi 
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Embassy, and “Moayer-es-Sultaneh, Gentlemen of the Bodchamber, Sefior ‘Vigndn; 
aide-de-camp to the King of Spain, accompanied His Imperial’ Majesty in the train 
from the Spanish frontier to rid. 

His Majesty was met at the station by King Alfonso and a) numerous suite, 
camipfising’ the Uilitary and Civil Governors of Madrid and other personalities, ‘The 
route from the station to the Palace was lined with troops, bebind whom the populace 
accorded a warm welcome to the Royal visitor. 

‘The two Sovereigns were met at the Palace by the Queen of Spain, after whioh 
the Royal party repaired to one of the balconies of the Palace, from’ which thoy 
witnessed a march past of the troops in the courtyard. 

In the afternoon the King of Spain took his visitor to see the armoury and the 
Royal stables. In the evening there was a State banquet, at which, in addition’ to 
the suite of the Shab, there was present a number of Spanish notables, In a epoech 
after dinner King Alfonso referred to the cordial relitions existing between Spaiti and 
Persia which are still maintained and which date from the time of King Henry Il of * 
Castille. In reply, the Shah thanked the King for his welcome and referred to more 
Tessas biading Soaintend’ Perish aan ing particularly. the hospitality offered 
by Queen Tnabella IT on the occasion of, the ¥ grandfather to Europe, He 
complimented his host on the beauty of Spain and on the army, and, conoluded his 
speech with « fow appropriate reniatks about. the proverbial “hospitality. of the 

niards, 

ErONths following day (the 11th) the King and the Shah visited ‘Coledo and. saw 
some of the principal monuments of that city, which, according to the press, was 
elaborately decorated in honour of ‘the visit, the pooplo turing out in large numbers to 
pay theit reepecta to their own Sovereign and his Royal visitor. 

On their return from Toledo the King and Queen took the Shah to the Apolo 
Thoatr, where a gal performance was give, 

On the morning of the 12th the King and the Shah proceeded to the Pardo Palace, 
‘and shot in the neighbourhood, the Queen joining them for lunch, Later, at'6 o'clock 
in the evening, the Shah attended a reception organised at the Town Hull by the 
‘muinicipal authorities, to, which wero invited the Corps Aplomatiqun idl ireca 

of Spaniards, On the conclusion of the reooption Hin Imporial Majeaty lett 
in the Sud express for France, being eon off atjtho station by King Alfonso, 

Though the press have devoted coiisiderable spaco to this visit, they hve confined 
themselves to a narrative of the actual programme carried out. No newspaper 
attaches any political pounes whatsoever to the presence of the Shih in this 
capital. On the day of his arrival columns of the newspapers were dedicated to the 
history of Porsia und to the religion, habits and customs ofits people, every one of thein 
ascribing the invitation of the King to the intimacy which grow up between the: two 
Sovereigns during their recent stay at Deauville, His Majesty Alimad! Kajar ia auid to 
entertain a great personal admiration for King Alfonso. ‘There is no doubt that the 
invitation was prompted merely by the desire of King Alforso to giva the Shab of 
Persia an opportunity of seeing hia country, 

Thaye, &o, 
ESME HOWARD, 





[H 11307/7/34] No. 186, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ciurzon of Kedleston.— (Received Oetaber 19,) 


No, 984. 
(Tele, ic.) Tehran, October 18, 1922. 
‘Kel RDING to revised estimate, which Anglo-Persian Oil Company confirms, 
oil royalties due to Persian Government for 1921-22 amount to 575,000L,, tc, at least 
175,001, can be pledged now without touching next year's royalticn 
Persian Government is uware of the fact, having made enquiries through Imperial 
Bank of Persia in London. It will probably offer sum to Imperial Bank of Persia as 
security for an immediate advance. As the mouoy is tually dus for payment 
two months hence, I do not see how such reqnest could well be rejected. Please 
instruct me, 


[9627] 








| Pon a pe a 
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[E 11307/7/34] No, 187, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
Foreign O fice, October 20, 1922. 


o.) 
YOUR telegram No, 884 of 18th October ; ee 
Tcoucur, and am go informing London office of Imperial Bank of Persia, 





[E 11434/6/34) No. 138. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston,—(Wveceived October 21.) 


No, 888, 
on Ee) R, Tehran, October 21, 1922, 
SUITING of Medlin broke! up in disorder beoanes Demcornt loater of minority, 
while resisting Prime Minister's motion to pass short press law urgeutly, was supposed 
to have spoken disrespectfilly of Islam, Some agitation has resulted in town ; police 
were beaten off when trying to disperse meeting in a mosque, and Minister of War is 
taking special measures to preserve order, Russians, as usual, fishing in troubled 
waters. 
(Sent to India.) 











[ 11643/286/34) No, 139. : 
Tho Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


70.) 

ff )) R. Poreign Office, October 25, 1922, 
ro Shah leaves Marseilles, 10th November, by steamship “ Naldera,” for 
Bombay, ; 
Route onwards still undecided, 














(B 11765/7/34) No. 140, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received October 28.) 





(No. 393. 


Jonfidential,) 
(aograph 







Tehran, October 27, 1922. 
SUGGES! for your consideration, that it might be politic and advantageous to 

facilitate, in near future, loan ti Persian Government of, say, 2,000,000L,, secured 

on Southern oil royalties for the next five or six years, 
eaece aa 

No effective reorganisation will be possible without money, 

Presence of American advisers would offer guarantees for controlling of the 

xpenditnre, 

Br Sle) cours peach ot gta etal sialeeraian reconstruction, and our resolve 
to support Anverienn advisers, ought to produee consierable effect on publia 
opinion hoth here and in United States, 7 

4. Seounty is git-edyed and transition would doubilos be weleomed by Tmperal 
Bank of Persia, 

5, Oil royalties would thus be in British hands, and not be available for concession 
Ininters who may be expected to follow in the wake of advisers, or for the 
support of railway schemes other than those of Persiau Railway Syndicate, 
and some such are in the air, 


















{ would’not propose to fucilitate loan to prisent Government, but, if His Majesty's 
Government viewed the suggestion favourably in_ principle, prospect of loan might 
determine political orientation of its successor, Debt to His Majesty's Government 
would, off course, be a gine qud non eonditi 
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[EB 11765 /7/34) No. 141. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 


(No. 274.) 
(Telegeaphic.) 

YOUR telegram No; 398 of the 27th October 

J have seen no disposition on the part of any Persian Government. to recognise 
Persia's debt to His Majesty's Government. 

My telegrams Nos. 238 of the 19th September and 256 of the 12th Ootober showed 
that I was disposed to allow certain financial advances tobe made to keep altainietea- 
tion going, but T have not heard that the Persian Government. have applied for thess 
facilities, and must conclude that their financial straits are not extremely cute, 

American advisers are now on thein way, and it is only right. that they should be 
given full opportunity to examine the financial situation before any such Inyge lonn as 
You suggest is considered. 

Moreover, I'am not prepared to view auy such proposal favourably unless a drastic 


change takes place in the Persian attitude towards us, of which at prenont T see 
no sign, 


Foreign Office, October 31, 1922, 











[E 11965/6/34] No. 142, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 2,) 


No. 398.) 
Telographia) Teliran, November 1, 1922, 
‘ORMATION of present British Government has been ‘received here rather 
tically, | Simultaneously there js a toudoney, which deanrves encouragement, 
ise soundness of present Persian Government's external polioy, 

T suggest moment is opportune for His Majesty's Goverament. to make a brief 
Statement of policy as regards Porsin in form of aaswer, preferably, by you personally, to 
4 parliamentary question 

uitable question might be whether advent of American adv’ 
change in our policy towards Persia, 
through me to Persian G 
benevolent inte: 
progress of constitutional 
at our wil 
























and hope for « happy issue, 
of the sort be feasible, I think oft 
most is a text from which they can show that, in epite of recent sesldings, we have not 
changed our traditional interest and sympathy in th 











[IE 12011/1002/34) No. 143. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Cterzon of Kedleston.—(Received November $s) 


(No, BE) 
(Telegraphic) R. 
YOUR tetogram No. 2 
T made strong representatio 
wounds for believing that Persian 
uissian demands, 
Official reply, from Persian Government endorses our opinion that uniform tarif? ia 
hecessury, says that hope entertained of arranging tariff with Russia within forty 
days has been disappointed, and Persian Government has therefore told Russia that, 


Tehran, November 2, 1922, 








as required, but without fixing time-linit, as I had 
n Government were making serious resistance to 





































































— 
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failing agreed tarift “in a short titse,” both parties must be free to enforce whatever 
tariff they please. 
Note dates on las to Persia through 1903 tariff; and hopes for our sympathy and 
will, 
ee asked Prime Miniater to fix date for “short time,” but he could not do so 
pending further report from Persian delegate at Moscow. 
1 promised early information, and I told him that T intended to fix our tim 
Br reversion to 1908 tarfl at a date three or four woeks later than Beraue tine te 
Russia. 





[ 11665/6/24) No. 144. 


The Marquess Curzon of Keileston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No. 465.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 9, 1922, 

1 HAVE ead with some concern « series of telegrams from you dealing with a 
Tweent recrudescer ish articles in the local press and an outburst 

ly subsidised by Bolshevik agents at ‘Tehran, While 
i lent in conducting this campaign is perfectly clear, the 
Fosult is nothing loss than bumiliating to His Majenty's Governsont, 

2 ‘The situation at ‘Tebran towards the end. of September head evidently become 
Hace that you found it necessary vo give w private warning to Kawaroreultony 
that a continumee of the unsvemly attacks upon Great Briain in the public press, 
might cause His Majesty's Governni representation from ‘Tehran, 

{rhste aro, indeed, indications that with the conclusion of. the Aivweia 
Convention n détente took plies in Persia, bit T eannot, ful to foresee tot renewed 
Gutburate may tleo place, and thut it may besome increasingly diteute he the Majesty's 

i ‘They may, in fact, bo foreed to take some eacl measure 
al to the Persian Goveruinent, and to show that until the 
Beak vere roped to treat. them with due consideration and. respect 
intimate relations of any sort must be do 

lt is necessary, however, to examine not only to what extent such action is 
likely to bring the Pér nmnent to a proper discharge of their duties of amit 
towards His Majesty's G but also in what way it would react upon British 
vested interests in Persia, auch asthe Aw lo-Persian Oil Company and the Tinperial 
Bank of Persia, and what steps should by taken to rvcover the large sums of money 
owed to the British and Tudian exchequers by: Persie 

re desis to reooive from you a brief telegraphic sunimary of your 
}, On the points I have dealt with above and i fuller expression of rove 
Porting you will naturally take into consideration all the local 
sent. to your mind, such a8 the impending arrival of American 
n of Reza Khan, 
Tam, &, 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 


SS 


[E 11965 /6/24) No, 145, 
The Marquess Curzon of ‘Kedleston to Six P. Loraine (Tehran), 
(No, 279.) 
Foreign Ofice, November 6, 1922. 


ae raphio,) 

Yo! FR telegram No. 898 of 1st November, 

Parliament will not meet until 20th November, 

cise ‘elegiaph again towards end of this month whether you still consider such 
a etitement of real importance: hitherto T have not received. the sumlles encourage- 
‘ment from attitude of Persian Government to make it, 
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(1 12088/6150/34) No. 146, 


(No. 292) 7? Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran), 


(Telegraphic.) _R, Foreign Office, Novem ; 
“Your telegram No, 406 of 4th November, 2” “Sites November 7, 1992, 
Amended Order in Council ison ite way, 


[B 12242/1076/34) 


No, 147, 


Tehran, September 11, 1922, 
P herein, with reference to my 
atch addressed to me by the 
ig account of 
‘an against Simko, which 
at may be supposed to be 


T HAVE the honour to 
telegram No, 324 of the 30 
military attaché to this Lo 
the operations undertaken 
ended in the defeat of that K 


he authority and 
would hi 


as Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders 
sition of the Central Government, 
icy that Persia should be strong. 
1 responsibilities, I think that 
of satisfaction to His Majesty's 
Government. ¥ 
yagutenant-Colonel Saunders alludes moreover tothe effect which this sugceas 
Ge had on the Persian army itself, and it may be of inteneesy is that the con- 
clusions which he has reached as a soldier in thia roeary closely coincide with those 
piah 1 had the honour of reporting to your Lextehip my despatch No, 551 of 
the 4th instant, 
T have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


————— 


Enclosure 1 in No. 147, 


Ueutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P, Loraine; 
(Secret.) 
Sir, 


it 1922, 
led from valuable notes sent to me by Mr. Re G. 
at Tabriz, and from information collected from 


great assistance Mr. Monypenny has rendered 
reports have been of. the utmost value, 
T have, &¢, 
M, SAUNDERS, 
Military Attaché, 


—_____ 
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Enclosure 2 147. 


Report on the Operations in Azerbaijan against Ismail Agha (Simko), undertaken by 
the Persian Gorerument Jrom August 5 to 28, 1922. 

THE details of operations undertaken by Persian Government troops against 
Simko previous to August 1922 have been given in previous reports. It-sulliees to 
Say that these were ill-conceived and badly executed, insufficient troops being used 
for the purpose under commanders who’ were afraid of responsibility and who 
committed the exror of dispersing their forces in widely soparated small detach. 
ments, enabling Simko to deal with such in detail. 

iis resulted in Simko obtaining further adherents to his eause from neighbouring 
Kurdish tribes, and he found himself able to extend his jurisdiction over a wider 
aren, 

By the end of July, Simko controlled all Persian territory west of Lake Urmia 
from Khoi in the north’ to Sainkaleh and Sakiz in the south, 

His movement thus began to assume serious proportions and he became a real 
danger to the State. 

2, ‘The seriousness of the situation was fully realised by the War Minister, 
Reva Khan, who made up his mind to take steps to, Simko. He issued orders 
in the carly summer for 2 concentration of troops in Azerbaijan, the main foree ty 

oncentrate in the area Tabriz-Khoi, north of Lake Urmin, with a smaller force 
(from Hamadan) in the area Sainkahel-Mianduab, south of the lake. 

This concentration, though delayed through lack of money and bad supply and 
transport arrangements, was completed in Jul 

8, General Habibullah Khan, who had proved himself to be an irresolute and 
incapable commander-in-chief at the front, was replaced in July from ‘Tehran by 
General Amanullah Mirza, the Chief of the General Stafl, who, though inexperienced, 
is a young and energetic officer. and had received a good military education 4m 
Russia before the revolution, 


Shortly after his arrival at Tabi manullah Mirza engaged the servic 


A Russian ex-ceneral of the Tsarist ime, named Andrievsky his ad: 


Teg, man had opened n small shop in ‘Pabsia in order to earn 9 living, and was 
Known to Amanullah Mirza as a eapable Russian officer, who had been employed with 
the Russian forces during the war in the Urmi ict, and therofore liad firs 
hand local Knowledge of the country and the trihesnien, General Andrievsky 

been dismissed: from Porsian service hy orders of the War Minister, but elaine 
to have been the author of the plan of operations, which Amanullah Mirza carried 
ont in defeating Simko, 

4, Narrative.—Operations commenced on the 5th August by the movement of 
columns of troops from Kutur, Khoi, Marand and Sharifkhaneh converging on 
Salmas. The Khoi column, strength 1,100 men, including: some Maku sowars under 
the command of Mahmud Khan Sarhang and Shuja-ed-Dowleh, advanced. towards 
Gorn, Amir Beg and Kaduls, villages on the border of Salmas district. No Kurds 
Were seen. ‘The main body from Sharifkhaneh, comprising the Ist and Qnd ‘Tabriz 
Reghnonts, strength 1.935 men, under the command of Zafar-ed-Dovleh Sartip, and 
the Hamadan Regiment, strength 1,127 men, under Bassir-i-Divan Sartip, proceeded 
to Karakishlak, and their advance-guard to Karatepeh. Here also no Kurds were 
met, A small’ force under ltaneh, Amir Touman, advanced from the 
direction of Kutur. ‘The next day the remainder of the Sharifkhanch troops 
moved up. 

On the 7th August, no further advance was made. ‘There was some anxiety as 
to whether the Turks on the frontier would take any action, but they did not show 
signs of movement, 

On the Sth August, the advance into the Salmas district was hegun, without 
encountering resistance, by: the main column nnder Bassir-ed-Divan, The troops 
were reported to be well supplied with arn ammunition, but the shortage of 
money rendered the supply of provisions a matter of diffi An advance party: 
tinder Kazim Beg captired, near ‘Tamar ten “loads” of ammunition heing 
transported by the Kurds from Urmia to Salmos, 

On the 9th August, a party of troops under Haji Abmad Khan (600 ex-sarbazes 
lately reorganised and incorporated in the Persian army), advancing from Marand, 
were suddenly attacked at Mullah Jamud by 00 Kurds, were surrounded and hard 
pressed, when the Sharifkhaneh troops, whose outposts on the Shakaivazi and 
‘opchi Hills saw the fight through their field-glasses, came to the reseue. ‘The Kurds 
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were defeated with some loss after four hours’ fighting. ‘The troops lost 60 killed, 
50 wounded and 6 prisoners. The Kurds lost 50 Killed. ‘These were the only 
Serious casualties in the campaign, 

On the 10th August, the troops concentrated in the Salmas district and marched 
through Dilman at 9 at. The Khoi and Maku detachments advanced. tay the 
direction of Kutur and attacked and captured Yezdikhan, ‘The crops of the Salmas 
district were found intact, as the Kurds, in their hurried retreat, dd not have tine 
to destroy them. On the next day the troops advanced from Dilman towards Khaneh 
Shahi and Chabitik, Simko's stronghold. Simko was reported to have fortified, with 
the advice of Turkish officers, Khaneh Sore and Sardash, two villages between 
Chahri and the frontier, in case Chahrik should be captured, and to have bribed 
the Turks with 3,000 liras to remain neutral, The majority of the Turkish forces, 
however, have been removed from this frontier to the Greek front, 

On ‘the 14th August, Chahrike was captured after bombardnmient, ‘The fires 
caused by the bombardment were extinguished, and it was found that two guns" 
ge duanlity of ammunition, a mass of broken "’gun-carriages,” household furniture, 
ec» and. large stores of grain had been abandoned by Simko, ‘The Chaka. 
fortifications were blown up. 

Urmia was occupied on the 16th, after a fight in which Arshah-ul-Mulk, Simko's 
nominee, was killed. (Arshah-ul-Mulk w ne of several brothers, all of evil repute, 

; was responsible for the murder of M. Sontag, a French missionary, and. wae 
diligent in stirring up enmity between the Mostoms and. Christians of Urmia) 
Amir Afshar was appointed Military Governor of Urmia, ‘The commande 
chief, accompanied by General Andreivsky, proceeded to Urinin, 

raha fhe 18th August, skirmishing was reported from the. Baradost-Hlargavar— 
Ushnu line, but very few Kurds were seen, Simko's whereabouts were unknown, 
Sardash was found deserted and was occupied by. Government troops. 

On the next two nights the bazaars of Tabriz, were illuminated in celebration 
Gout defeat of Simko. “A public reception was hold by Ismail Khan, the Military 
Governor, at the Palace, on behalf of the killed and wounded, Subscriptions were 
demanded from the inhabitants; some of the more wealthy being compelled to. pay 
considerable sums, 

On the 21st August, the following Deputy- 

Sultaneh to Saojbulak; Satfat-es-Sultaneh 
Urmia; and Sirdar Fateh to Ardebil 


Urmia was stopped, 

r into Turkey in, the 

rmishing took place 
r Simko's principal supporter 
was said to ‘Turkish side of the border, 

On the is received that the troops in the northern 

one, under Bassiv-ed-Divan, numbering: 
lly strong in artillery, had proceeded about fou days 
her, under Zaffar-ed-Dowleh, numbering 3,500, was to 
Proceed against Simko at Sharpiran, where he was now reported to be. 

On the 25th August, a number of Kurdish chiefs, with their following, tried to 
cross into Turkish territory from the direction of Kutur, but were turned back by. 
the Turks who had received instructions from Kemal Pasha, at Angora, to arrest 

ind disarm any Persian Kurds who entered Turkey, On the same day the Minister 
of War telegraphed to the Governors at Khoi, Salas and Urmia, instructing them 
o issue notices granting amnesty to all Kurds and Persians who would forsake 
miko and submit to Government, and also in reply to a telegram of congratulation 
sent to him by Ismail Khan, the Military Governor of Tabriz, he telegraphed to the 
effect that he would not be satisfied until Simko was either captured or killed, 

On the 26th August, Bassir-ed-Divan’s column, having defeated the Kurds in 
a sharp engagement, burnt the village of Kutur. ‘The Salmas Kurds (who had fled to 
Knut), and the Kutur Kurds retreated towards Maku, 600 women and children were 
rounded up. given 4 krans each, and released. (It' was hoped by this policy. to 
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induce the Kurds to forsake their rebel chief's and to surrender to the Government), 
Large heards of cattle and flocks of sheep were captured, and the crops of the Kutur 
district were saved. Two rebel chiefs, one of whom is Siraj-ed-Din Sheikh, were 
captured and brought to Khoi, where they are now in prison, 

Bassir-ed-Divan’s column then returned to Khoi where the bazaars were closed, 
the people flocking out to meet the troops. ‘This column then received orders to 
proceed to Maku in pursuit of the Salmas Kurds, and also to disarm the Jallali 
and Millan’ tribes of Maku. i oe 

‘The Sirdar of Malu has so far assisted the Government troops; the intention 
is now to disarm him and force him to submit to Government. Fis future attitude 
is uncertain, His son, Shuja-ed-Dowleh, is in command of the Maku and Khot 
sowars operating with Zaffar-ed-Dowleh’s column based on Salmas. It is the policy 
of the commander-in-chief to send all the sowars he can obtain from Maku to serve 
under Shuja-ed-Dowleh at Salmas and Urmia, = 

5, As'a result of the above operations the Kurds are split up into three sections : 
Simko, with his own tribe, the Shekkak, and the Kurds of Somai and Baradost, has 
retreated towards Shapiran, beyond Sardash and Khaneh Sore, after an attempt, 
frustrated by the Turks, to cross the frontier; Seyyid Taha, with his men and the 
Kurds of Urmia, is in the Margavar and Tergavar districts; the Kurds from Salmas 
have fled to Kutur. 

6, Strength and dispositions of the Government forces on the 28th August are 
‘as follows :— 

Tn the northern area (Kutur-Salmas-Urmia—Ushnu Tine): 6,358 strong, 
composed of-— 

‘The “ Khoi Detachment,” 1,100 strong, comprising 500 Khoi and Maku sowars, 
and the 600 ex-sarbazes under Haji Ahmad. 

‘The “Hamadan Regiment,” 1,127 men, under Bassir-ed-Divan, 

‘Phe Ist and Ind Tabriz Regiments, 1,35, under Zadar-ed-Dowleh. 

‘The two cavalry regiments, 846 men, under Darab Mirza, 

The “Aragh Regiment,” 870 men, under Yavar Ahmad Khan. i 

‘The artillery, 1,080 men, with twenty-six field and mountain guns, under Naib 
Sarhang Yusuf Khan, 


fm the southern area (Maragha-Mianduab-Saojbulak Tine): 9,600. strong, 
‘composed of — 

‘Phe troops who came to Azerbaijan, about two months ago, vial Hamadan, who 
are supposed to number 1,600. These are being reinforced by a column from Mianeh 
comprising the Kazvin Regiment, 856 men, under Sarhang Abdul Hassan Khan, and 
the ‘Khorasan Regiment, lately arrived, strength of which not yet ascertained. 
‘his latter column is reported to number about 2,000, bringing the total of the 
forces in the southern area to 3,600 troops of all arms, 




























































‘The total of the forces operating on both the northern and southern fronts thus 
totals approximately 10,000 men, and there are in addition 300 recruits, “ Fauj-1- 
dJadid,” at Tabriz. ~ 

7; It is interesting to note that the Turks, from whom the Persian Government 
feared Simko might get assistance, have rendered no help to the latter. On the 
contrary, the ‘Turks have promised to arrest Simko should he cross the frontier 
into Turkey, and to hand him. back to the Persian authorities for punishment. 
Latest information states that Simko has crossed the frontier and that the Turks 
‘are making efforts to round him up. 

vAs far as can be ascertained, the Russians have rendered no support to Simko. 
‘Their efforts have been mainly directed in spreading anti-British propaganda to 
the effect that the British from Mesopotamia are actively supporting Simko with 
officers, money, arms and munitions. ‘This propaganda early in the year was partly 
fuceeseful, and it is only recently that the suspicions of the Persian Government 
in this respect have been allayed. 

8, This suecesstul campaign against, Simko has greatly strengthened Reza 
Khan's position, and he remains more than ever the outstanding figure in the 
country. The moral of the army, which had suffered from the reverses at Simko's 
hands in the spring and early summer, is now excellent. ‘The birth of a new military 
spirit and real esprit de corps is apparent amongst both officers and men, a spirit 
that has not been in existence in Persia since the time of Nadir Shah in 1745. 

‘Phe entire military edifice, however, depends upon one man, Reza Khan, whose 
personality, determination, energy, and driving power has enabled him to create an 
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army from a disorganised and untrained rabble in i 
ry a so short a time, 
Gisappear at the present time, the whole organisation will indoubeedly fall te 
Bless, and th army will drift Back: ery rapidly into iis former state of inoficiency, 
d : more keenly than an himself. He ri ‘ 
that he hoped in,a year's time to hiave an officer sufiientiy Cane IGE 
of taking fs place, andl that he yas making every effort’ to instruct and train his 
Bu 80 that when he goes others may continue the good work he has 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 





[E 12243/6/34) No. 148, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8.) 
(Re gD) 
ry Lord, Teliran, Septem 
: , 2 » September 18, 1922, 
I PAVE fhe bona oinGon ae ale that the Medjliss oa the 27th en 
d the renewal of twelve out of Gites of th un ofl 
Servi the Poni Government in to Gusts and Poial Adinistatong 
se contracts having expired some time ago, the officials tion were li 
to dlismiasal at azy moment, and the Belgian Muster was anxious vs some thee 
renewal before the arrival of the American Director-General of Finunce, antici 
dlemau not only to subait the question of their renewal to Mr, Mills 
mals to place these ofcials under his dvecteovtro, should they bo rataned 
Minin, Ue Baymont therefore male very strong. representations to the Pri 
Minister, going so fi as to threaten that, unless the contract w o, 
be ould minodiately and simultaneously, withdraw all the of Kawames 
Sullaneh was quite avare tha there would bo eonsiderable opposition tn the Medi, 
wag induced by these representations to give his determined personal support the 
Propowal. His apprehensions wero well founded, however, for the opportunity. was 
roized to attempt to overthrow him, Besides the extromiats total tfeetion: ty 4h 
aap ut bs srmployment of the Belg officials and the proposal, correctly: foresee: 
M. de Raymond, to avait the acrival of Mr, Millspaugh, an insistont di 
made that the details of ewch contract should be pub i TMH nes tae 
ni ach 1 be publicly dis d ssi 
(They ha already for long been uider. exataination® yea pallial Ga Pacer 
he, Brime Minister, resolutely vpposed this demaid saying that it impliod « lack of 
confidenoe in the Cabinet, aud the debate waxed quite warm and was eventual 
aeuenet by the president. This was on the 17th August. It was renewed on the 
20th when vols was taken, ‘This was indecisive, the majority of the Deputies 
pistsining from voting, | This reult produce! some excitement in politcal’ ils, and 
vas widely ceported that Kawan-esSultaneh would resign. His Highness, however 
st ood ‘his ground, and evidently einployed his time usefully during the interval before 
the next tsonanion of the question on the 27th August, for, after a compuratively short, 
debate, he ol a vote of seventy out of eighty-two in favour of th 
: : ; f jour of the renewal of 
twelve contracts, the Budget Comittee having tesiminended the abandonment of te 
‘The result is in the nature of a personal triumph for M, de 
to have handled a dificult situation with skill anf determination, Hosea wee 
brilliant exit from the Tehran stage, % sei 







































Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 12244/6/34) No. 149, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8.) 


F Telran, 8 D 

Majd EA VE, the honour to tranmit to you herewith copy, of a aeeai an fs 

Majesty's meting vies-consul at Tesht ”seporting the recall and departure of 
ossugh-es-Sultanoh, Governor-General of Gilan, i 
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Vossugh-es-Sultaneh was appointed Governor-General in’ February last by 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh Not being a creature of the Bolshevik Legation, as was his 
predecessor, Saed-ul-Mulk, his appointment was protested against by M. Rothstein, who 
Aemanded its cancellation by the Persian Government on the ground that the Governor- 
General was pro-British, and that his nomination had been secured by His Majesty's 
Logation. ‘The last statement lncks the slightest vestige of foundation ; indeed, 1 only 
made Vossugh-es-Saltaneh’s acquaintance after the official announcement of his 
appointment, and was even unaware until then that the Persian Government 
contemplated sending him to Gilan, ‘The first. statement may have some truth in it, 
for Vossugh-esSaltanch certainly does wot believe in Bolshevik methods as a remedy 
for Persia's troubles, whereas he seems to regard British institutions with sympathy, 
‘and even admiration; in any case, he does not pass in this country for a notorious 
‘Anglophile, and the Russian demand for his revocation was hardly less improper than 
the reason adduced in its support, and both savoured of the crudest methods of 
Cearist diplomacy os formerly practised in this country. For onee, however, the 
Persian Government declined to be browbeaten and maintained the nomination, 

‘From the moment of his arrival in Resht the Russians and their rascally loeal 
partisans did everything in their power to render Vossugl-es-Saltaiieh’s position 
Intenable, and finally the Persian Government threw him to the wolves; for, 
lamentable as it is to record, Kawam-es-Saltaneh yielded to a categorical demand from 
the Soviet Changé d'AMures for his recall, and, pusillanimously eppointed in his stead 
mother Russian creature, Nayer-es-Sultan, who is as venal and crooked as: he is 
incompetent, wae 

‘Another flagrant ease of Russian interference in Persian domestic affiirs, tamely 
tolerated by the Tehran Government, is that of Sadik A’lam, formerly a disciple of 
Profesor Browne at Cambridge, who was sent to Resht, after the suppression of 
Kuchik Khan's rebellion, as Director of Education for Gilan, with the special mission 
of reoponing the schools and reorganising the whole educational apparatus of the 
province, which had been completely dislocated by the insurrection, Although he had 
pe anesial funds placed at, his disposal, Sadik A"lam, by carefully controlling, the 


rovenues allotted for educational purposes and preventiniz other officials from dipping 
theit hands in the cash-box of his department, succeeded admirably in bis task and 
yeoponeil practically all the schools in a very short space of time, with the happi 


rosults, In doing so he earned the resentment and hate of his fellow-fuuctionaries and, 
naturally, of the Bolsheviks ; the latter started the usual poisonous agitation against 
hin, and he was promptly sacrificed by the Persian Government. 

T bug leave also to enclose herein copy of a letier written by Sadik A’lam to Major 
‘Templo, which is.a biting commentary on the fate of any Persian who attempts to do 
honest and setious work in this country in present circumstances. 

Thave, &e. 
DERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 149, 
Acting Vice-Consul Brenan to Sir P. Loraine. 


, Reaht, July 20, 1922. 

T HAVE the honour to report that, consequent on orders received from the Prime 
Minister, his Exeslleney Vossugh-es-Saltanch handed over on the 13th instant the 
reins of yovernment to the Karguzar, ponding the arrival of Nayer-es-Sultan, the new 
Governor-General of Gilan, 

Vossugh-0-Saltanch left yesterday morning for Kazvin, where he intends to stay 
two or three days before proceeding to ‘Tehran, 

His departie was remarkable for the large number of people assembled to bid him 
soodsbye. ‘The strect. running past the British and Russian consulates, was thronged 
om an erly hour, & fact which etited to the very general regret at his Excellency’s 
departure, 

Hs Exeelloney paid mo a farewell visit on Tuesday evening, and was good enough 
to express bis appreciation at the cordial relations which have existed hietween us, He 
was obviously repretfil at having to leave Gilan so soon, more especially as he feels 
that his dismissal was: principally due to Russian opposition. He hinted more than 
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‘ones that this opposition was based on. his su i i 
2 tl i posed pro-British sympathies, I h 
however, alvaye maitined a very earefil atituie in thin repost, and ean yith 
confdegee assort that the principal objection. on the part of the Russians. to 
Voss: Saltseh was that he vas insistent iy his endeavour to inh and ares tho 
svi ‘lonary pro inda, which is, din indi 
ees 'y Pfopayanda, whieh is, directly. and indietly, fostered by the 
is Excellency was successful in deporsing to Tehran some of the worst revoluti 
cloments of the distet aud it ip greatly to be regrotied that is efforts penises 
seconded in Government eirsles in Tehran, In this eomestion itis remarkable, that « 
number of leading agitators againet the Government and partisans of the late Kuehl 
hau and the present reba, Sayed Jalal, not long since deported to Tehran, have. bect 
released and are now once more reinforcing the rebels in the jungle, i 
ites 
1. Y, BRENAN. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 149, 
Sadik A'lam to Major Temple, 


; 8, Khanigal Boulevard, 
Dear My jor Temple, Dehiran, July 28, 1922, 
a a receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, and I apologise for haying 
retarded co ing to wnaner Tyas busy this yeck prparing pans for the frm of the 
|. Besides that, the sy ions of i 
wits laa, act at, the supervision of the reparations of she house in 
‘am pleased to see that in spite of your being for some time in oui d 
discouraging surroundings, you have good hopes for this country ; 7 cities the 
my own vn 1 sive Leninae Uanihienyargetes ie meeao ee 
am not afraid to ineur the accusation of pro-Britishism ; Llove England a 
own native land; having seen the epuntry and her institutions I ebutd wot lnvovethior 
fooling. | And whenever in Persin I have heard people attribute to Boglishmen what 1 
now to be purv calumnies and slinders Ihave ot borne it. My conviction haa been 
that Persia cannot be regenerated without the help of England, and I have been—and 
Tam still—in favour of the Anglo-Persian understanding of August 1919, T have not 
Hidden my felings and my epinion, and for that reason T have been injure oeaiwe 
Porsia has not—as you seem to innygine-a constitutional Government, 1 cannot 
otine the form of pur Government, If we had a constitutional Government everyone 
could face the fucts with courage and boldness, But when, for instance, as in my case, 
you are placed at the head of an office which involves'a number of duties you have to 
Tull, when precisely for the accomplishment. of those duties you ary removed because 
YoU, are peeoglish, when you are degraded ani your salary has eon diminished 
by half beeause you have been in Cambridge, when you have no place to appeil to 
it puatesrene You have heen the cist, thon. you have no guaraiteo 
r openly your opinion, then you must think twice a i 
think the ight cours (Sistle wyeaneentee OO ee 
‘ou think that there are thousands of Persians who are of my oj 
my feelings and wait for a brave leader. I have bout so, much Eee eae 
countrymen that I have no confidence in their declarations, ‘They tell you they are 
Anglophile. Who knows thatithey do not say to the Russians that they are Russophile ? 
Suppose even that a number of them are sincere; as they are brought up in’ this 
country they have no reliance in themselves, 10 proper initiative, If, somebod 
profess openly 8 way to be pursued they Took at him, in the shade, and incase ho fs 
facomafil they gather round him, hut they are not rndy to be themelves the ease of 
So if my method is slow it is a sure one; if I am working silently the moti 
_ So if’ my met iif Ta tive of 
my action ia'conviction, I ehall be always plensed read yes itoract 
SUA ee Og Mea Ca and charmed to read your interesting: 


SADIK ALAM, 
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[/B 12245 7285/34) Nont§0. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 8.) 


Sy a _ Delran, September 18, 1922, 

[AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Sunmiacy Ne, 8h for tho week ending the Oth September, 1929, compiled by. the 
military attaché to this Legation. 


Secret.) 


Thaye, é&e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 150. 


Tntelligence Summary No. 36, for Week ending September 9, 19: 
(Secret.) 


Gilan. 


i rt reeei i is in Haftdagenan (this 
SCORDING to.« reliable report received, Seyyid Jellal is in : 
iene iltairean Guieae eid Taig Dulab, degree sheet 8, squares A-B 2 and 3), 
This practically impenctrable forest at this time of your and precludes any attempt to 
follow him, ‘The inhabitants of this ares are Galeshis shepherds, Ti about 8 verts 
wide and is on the fr ier of Sardar Mugtaddir's Jands. On the Oth Au me 
Haga Khan Kinharsolt and. party of, en cane in contac with im, and a fight 
ented ling off and on for ive hours ‘Two of Hassan Khan's gun-inen were killed, 
four wounded, aud one was taken prisoner, and Hassan Khan himself and the rest 
SUC amen ieee Atel mente a fow days ago with some 
fifteen mon, hese men and Ahad are being allowed to retain their arms and are kept 
in the j o fight against Seyyid della, ; coh 
Pee aaa ee cain vO di ration ie-cons stay Bl ouaiba ete 
following — 
Bragin-Kurayedof 
Penkaitis and Alief Ali Beg 
‘Tschechnawrova and Bjelajewa. 
D, U. Minsk, six servants, &o, 


Vice-consul, 
Secretaries. 
Female typists. 


ng in Persia, arr from Tehran on the 
. Belgof, late head of Vueshtorg in Persia, arrived at Resht 
pth Auguey and lef. the following day with Nis Gail, for Moscow, 


Azerbaijan. Pic ee 
vations, against Simko—No news of Simko bas been received since he 
eee ean leurtory It is reported that the Turks are making efforts to 
Toate und capture him. od Heke Rear ae 
Thi Minister, however, in an interview, recently stated that the Turkial 
Fea aa eesea pel opra sho Dergune Curd ale eco CL Eon on payee 
sinall bribes, F ones, “4 
sian troops wating between Lake Urmia and the front jer are st 
eonnted th lascine ie) county ot the ey Fexatiioy: tobely ‘andl the abah tact 
fre “being indueed by the authorities to return to their homes and normal 
ara sii i to the Persian 
7. ff Simko, Abdullah Bog, has sont a message to. the Persia 
Gentine aaNet saying that if he is pardoned he will surrender with 400 of his 
ihe, the Shekkak. é 
Maae ay eile Hite Raman GivliDeputy, Gaversore haya been woesinated = 
jr-es-Sultaneh to Saojbulal, 7 
Senter Sulteqeh (aie na a eaantes hey emere 
Rirdar Fateh to Ardebil. 
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8, Seyyid Taha, the Kurdish rebel leader, is reported to be at Naucbia, the district 
just west of the Persian frontier south-west of Ushnu, 
10. ‘The Headquarter Staff of the Persian Government field force in Azerbaijan is 
composed as follow: 


Commander-in-chief 


Amanullah Mirza, 
Chief of Staff 


Sirdar Mukarram Tabrizi 
(Gartip), 


Naib-Sathang Yusuf Khan, 

Yavar Mahmud Khan, 

Naib I Haji Aga Khan 
Kavkazi, 


Yavar Zia-ed-Dowleh, 


(General inspeoto 
Ambar-i-Lawazimat —.., 
; stores, &e,) 


Naib Sarhang Haji Aga Khan, 
othing, saddl 


Bais cae eae 
(ood supplies.) 
Rae TBS a ce 
(Chief pirchasing officer.) 
Tain Tedaraat ea)” 
irs, general supplies.) 
aint Fannye ee 
rechinical expert.) 
‘Transr As 35 
Rais-i-Shoebeh-iNagliyeh 
Financo— 
Rais-icMaliyeh-i-Nizam 
Polico— 
Rais-i-Nazmieh 
Medical— 
Rais-i-Mariz Khaneh ... 


Naib I Haji Lais Sultan, 
Muin-i-Lashkar (civil). 
Naib I Ismail Khan. 

Jalil Khan (civilian). 


Yavar Yahya Khan, 
Yavar Jelalsud-Din Khan, 
Yavar Hass Khan Bogai, 
Yavar Dr, Hassan Khan, 


1. Pabriz: Soviet Trade.—There are three Soviet trading establishments. at 
Tabriz, The Centrosoyns, direct under Moscow, the Zak-Vneshtorg (= Za Kavkazlki. 
Vneshtorg, Transcausus Foreign Trade Department) under Tiflis, and the Armonica 
Co-operative Society. ‘These import petrol, oil, sill-stufls, &o,, and oxport food. For 
Instance, by tmsin on, the 27th August the’ Centrosoynz sent to NijnisNovgorod 
five wagon-loads of raisins and two of almonds, Agunarof; assistant manager cf the 
Zale-Vuieshtorg, left by the last train for Tiflis, His society recently requested. permis, 
sion to export to the Caucasus from this ratios 18,000 oxen at the rate of 1,500 
month, | The Governor promised to wire Tehran suggesting that perhaps after a yeur 
1,500 might be available and allowed to be exported, 

12, Urmia.—A few refugees have begun to return to Urmia, but thoy are not 
being encouraged to do 60 on a lange scale yet. ‘Tho Moslem reftyoos have recently 
held meetings, a8 a result of which they have sent a memorandum to [Tehran subsittin 
their views of the questions arising in connection with the return of both Moslem ancl 


Christian refugees to Urmia. Among others, the following are points raised in the 
memorandum ;— 


1.) The appointment of a committee to examine the Moslem-Christian ‘question, 
2) The nevessity for the maintenanee of a foree of 8,00U troops, with artillery, to 
protect the Urmia district. 
3.) No taxation for some years to enable the refugees to make good their losses, 
4.) No indirect taxes, nuvaghil, &o. 
(6.) The municipality to bo under a local man to. be appointed by the votes of the 
ple and not to be nominated from ‘Tabriz, 
(6.) A loan of 300,000 tomans to establish an “ Agricultural Bank," &e, 


os 


Caucasus. 


13. General —There uppears to be « considerabl 


1 le amount of unrest in the Caucasus, 
especially at Batoum, ‘The chief Bolshevik conomi 


iasar at ‘Tiflis, named Legrand, is 
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nominally in control of the whole Caueasus, but seems to have difficulty in eoutrolling 
the actions of his subordinates. Recently a policy of petty annoyance against foreign, 
and especially British, subjects has been adopted by the authorities at Batoum, 
regulting in the arrest of harmless individuals, their trial by the “Cheka” and 
subsequent release, Workers of the Near East Relief and the Lord Mayor's 
Find are constantly being hindered in carrying out their duties. Differences, between 
the representatives of the Standard and Shell Oil Companies and the Soviet authorities 
are at the bottom of the trouble, Lieutenant-Colonel Dodge and Mr. Jackson (the 
latter recently left. the Iinperial Bank of Persia), who were arrested at Tiflis have been 
released, but the cause of their arrest is not known, Mr. Bristow, His Majesty's consul 
at Tabriz, en route to England on leave, had bourded a ship called the “Persia,” which 
set sail but was detained and brought buck to Batoum. Mr. Bristow then lived for 
some days at the Near East Relief mission house at Batoum, until eventually: the 
Soviet authorities allowed him to proceed. , 
‘As a result of the murder of Jemal Pasha at Tiflis, wholesale arrests of Armenians 
are reported from the Caueasus, : ae 
“Another report states that there is trouble between the Georgians and Daghistanis 
on the one side and the Russians on the other 5 vn: a 
14, Armenia.—The eonsul-getieral of Soviet Armenia at Tabriz, Kzekiel Erznkian, 
left Tabriz with his staff by train on the 27th August for Erivan, He is not returnis 
ut itis reported that in future the three States of Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan 
will send a joint representative as consul for the three States to Tabriz, for reasons of 
economy, Ags 
15; Four wagons full of Armenian refugees left ‘Tabriz for Erivan on the 
27th August, and 100 more families have booked their passages for the next train, 
although they ure being discouraged from going, as conditions in Brivan are much worse 
than at Tabriz. 


Astarabad. 


16, The 150 Turkomans and 100 Persians who had been engaged in the “amni 
(police foree) at Astarabad have deserted with their arms. Many are now empl 
Hrigandage, and roads round Astarabad are considered to be unsafe. 


Mazanderan. 


17, Shumyatski wired on the Sth September to all Russian Vneshtorg o 
Mazanderan and told them to buy all cotton they could get and send it to Baku. 


Tehran. 


18, His Majesty the Shah is reported to intend leaving Burops about the iniddle of 
October to return to Persia, 

19, The War Minister has appointed a committee, with Amir Muwassigh his 
temporary chie of stall, as president, to consider and report in fifteen days’ time on 
vihat aeton should be taken by the Government in Bakhtine! with regan to the recent 
diaturbanice there, 

20, The Armenian Soviet Government has asked the Persian Government for 
permission to be given to some 2,000 Armenians, now resident in Mesopotamia, to 
retum to Armenia through Persian territory. 

21, With reference to paragraph 11 of last week's summary, considerable excite- 
tment bs boon caused int the oity by the astion of tho Goverument in suppressing moat 
of the newspapers, Only two are now being published. 

Ou the 1st Soptembor all editors of the suppressed newspapers went in a body and 
complained to the Parliament against the action of the Prime Minister, Qawam-es- 
Sultaneh, ‘The matter is now under discussion in the Parliament, 

hove extremist editors, Farokhi, Dekani and Sheikh Ali Dasbti, have decided to 
take “bast” in the Russian Tegation if the ban on newspapers is not removed and 
complete freedom of the press allowed. 

sg og ussinn Legation is mnking ‘every, fit: tabla. esdom’ of speech for 
tho press 

eo, MG Shumyateki was appointed! chief director of Vneshtorg im Persia on the 
Sth September, “Ho ia to continue bis daties as Russian: Charge «A hires until the 
arrival of a Russian Minister. 


Wz 


He has been instructed by M v to establish i lutic i 
wie ees bea nas oseow to establish the closest cordial seations posible 


Shumyatski has made the following appointments :— 


(a.) Feodor Feodoroviteh Hardingen to be chief of Vneshtor P 
“Formerly a lieutenant-colonel in Wrangel's army, 8 Berets 
(b,) Kikoadae tobe assistant to Hlardingyn, “He was formerly in Porsian Cossck 
vision, 
(c.) Valuyef to be secretary to Hurdingen, A former officer in the anti-Bolsheyile 


ee a ia Turkestan, and came to Tehran from Meshed 


28, On the Sth September, in accordance with a decision by Sh i i 
the Persian Communist Union of Workmen was dissolved, ane Pee nae 
failure, In its place, on the 10th September a "Profesional Union” i to be ereated 
mies ma aged es eae ualities. ‘The president is to be Romanovski. The 
of this “Professional Union” is to be sitt i sl 
Sect eter saepinal Unio” isto be stated nth. offes of Vnwtorg 
24. Shumyatski ordered the Armenian Soviet Minister on the 6th 


cut down his staff for economic reasons, eer 


ono and told him to dismiss his consul, Bi 
seoretary, Artavast Sarkisian, and Suren Sarkisian (clerk). ‘The Tatler tivo ate gone of 
he Minister. ‘The Armenian Minister has given notice to these employees, and will 

now have as bis staf only one man, Suren Arakelian, as secretary. ; 
agen ng lowing asiva on the Ist Septomter fom Assow at che Ruslan 

Nikiting to.be Russian vieo-consl at Kazvin, 
me. Tehaikin ; wife of an official now employed in th litical i 

the Legation.” Sho is to work as a clerk, | Penn! Sstion of 


26. A courier arrived at the Russian Legation on the 3rd Septémber with b 
5-kran silver pieces minted in Russia; total man 840 Ib. ui as 


Ispahan, 


27. His Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan reports as follows :-— 


Eo On the 20th August about fifty merchants and others atten 
Russian consulate-gencral, where ML. Tavdof delivered a. frescal eed somone 
lecture. He said that one result of the Genioa Conference had boon that. the 
Soviet Government now turned its attention to minor States. such as Persia, and 
wished to enter into closer commercial relations with them, ‘Th roads in Russia 
and North Persia being open and safe, he trusted that the Merchants’ Guild in 
Tspahan would see their way to sending a representative to the Nijni-Novgorod 
Fair, ‘The merchants replied that this would be done if sanction were obtained 
from the Persian Government through the Governor-General. (The Deputy 
Governor slates that a similar propesal has been reesived (fom tho Russian 
egation, anc at a reply was returns ing i i 
Bk a ied asking that Legation to apply in the first 
___ ‘The foregoing, together with frequent visits to the Persian anili i 
with gifts of flowers, &e., to wounded soldiers, and. the rue Ras 


noreptres at present constitute the sum of the Russian consul-general's visible 


28, A strict postal sce wa established on the 29th ae at Kashan by 


the Persian military authorities, Even Persian official letters from ‘Toh 
and towns farther south are being censored. ‘The War Ministry Tat sone tai 
Legation that letters of officials of foreign Powers are exempt from censorship, but too 
much reliance should not be placed on this statement, ‘ 

: M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Tehran, September 10, 1922, Military Attachi, 
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[iB 12247/7/34] No. 151. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8.) 


tae) Teliran, September 20, 1922. 
J RIEHOUGH your Lordship is aware ftom my recent telegrams of the gate 
position as regards the Persian debt to His Majesty's Government, it may be well to 
Teoord the history of this question since the 15th December, 1921, when ae Tocca 
offiially presented the elaitn of Fis Majesty Government inthe nove of which copy 

in my d No, 382 of the 22nd December. as 
ye ay days ler. the Kavadi-e-Soltanoh; Primo Minister, semiaially, nd 
without epecifically. referring. to this note, urged on me that the Iuperial Bank of 
Pomin should retain it lien on the excess customs revenues of the Persian Gully Seisten 
tnd Kermanshah after the th, March, 1922; in order to wake immediate ndvances to 
the Persian Government, explaining that these were pressingly required, while the 
question of the debt to His Majesty's Government would demand a considerable time 
br study, I replied on the 12th January that if the Persian Government would 
submit, their reyuest offically I would lay it before, His Majesty's Goverment, but 
that in my. personal opinion, it would produes an unfavourable impression, aud I drew 
attention to the hitherto unanswered note of the 16th December, pointing out thet, 
while T agreed that the question must take some time to study, the interests Of 
Majesty's Government would be prejudiced if the lion on these revenuies, whieh they 
had formerly relinquished in favour of the bank, were meanwhile again ceded 
a abr Fanuary, Mi. Schindler, of the Treasury-Ceneral applied orally to the 
Tgation for explanation of some of the items of our claim. He was told, in reply, 
thal if the. Persian Government required any information it should request it officially 
inn wri id. do my best to supply it 4 : 

aud i rg a anehee, Cabinds, bad now best replaced by Mushir-ed-Dowleh's and 
on the 6th February T addressed an official note to the new Miniter for Foreign Affairs, 
Hualcin-ul-Mulk, pressing for amply to. Me Bridgeman's note, aud warning is 
Ttxoelleney that any attmpt, to pledge to otter parties the customs revenues, about to 
Ve released would be opposed by His Majesty's Government. Hakim-ul-Mulk repli 4 
Gn the 11th February that some of the items of the claim required examination, an 
thers the Persian Woyernnient onjected to, but that the Tatter hoped a satisfactory 
Gettloment would eventually be arrived at, ‘This is the only official acknowledgment 0 
the 16th December that has been received from the Persian Government, 
ficial letters fom Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who also spoke to the 
‘A few days later, on the 13th February, the 
t/and the commercial secretary, 


him with the approval of the Persi 
if they included money given to him, 
tee 5. A 
eee eee tgth Februmry the Persian Government requested my assistance in 
arranging an advance by the bank secured. on, the Kermanshah and southern customs 
revenues, By your Lordship's instructions this request was rejected on the ground 
that the Persian Governinent were ubout to receive an advanee in connection with the 
il Coueession, 
Ne instance alee these customs revenues to be pledged to the bank for 
further advances to the Persian Government was subsequently raised again, but I need 
not here make further reference to it than to record that Hlis Majesty's Government 
has since consented to the prolongation of the bank's lien till the Sth March, 1928, 
subject to any prior charge which may be granted to His Majesty's’ Government in 
espet thi dh eS ae 
Ferg tne ind March addres avery get ste to the, Minter fis Fon 
ff ing the Persian Government to authorise at once the appropriation to 
sai Bethe clshte of the customs revenues about to be released from the bank’ lien 
‘on the 8th March, 
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No written reply was returned to this note, but as the result of conversations it 

was arranged that Mudir-ul-Mulk and Sardar Moazzam (Minister of Justice) should 
discuss the whole question with Mr, Bridgeman and me at the Legation, At a 
preliminary meeting about the middle of March, the two Ministers requested 
information about certain items. After consultation of the archives, [ informed them 
on the 21st March that [was now prepared to reply, and the first formal meeting took 
place on the 24th March. Mr, Wilkinson, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, at my 
Tequest and with the consent of the Persian representatives, was also present, to assist 
45a technical adviser, at this and at the sbasaueat meeting on the 27th March, 
Thave the honour to transmit herewith copies of the minutes of these meetings drawn 
up by Mr. Bridgeman, 
__ _ Certain points raised in the course of these meetings necessitated renewed research 
in the archives, both of the Persian Government and of the Legation, which occupied 
a considerable time. Ou the 10th April I sent to Mudir-ul-Mulk a copy of the 
document referred to in paragraphs $ and 4 of p. 5 of the minutes for the 27th March, 
viz, Sir P. Cox's letter of the 29th September, 1919, to Vossugh-ed-Dowleh, which 
proves our contention with regard to the Cossack advanoes, and I requested him also to 
show it to his colleague Sardar Moazzam, A careful study of the whole correspondence 
relating to the Fars advances was also made, in order to be in a position to answer the 
questions expected from Mudir-ul-Mulk. 

Meanwhile internal difficulties arose in the Cabinet, which presently fell, loading 
to the prolonged crisis which ended in the formation, on the 17th June, of the present 
Cabinet under Kawam-es-Sultaneh, His Highness lost no time in expressing a desire 
for British assistance in financial matters, whereupon he was at once reminded of the 
question of the debt to His Daysatys Government. I communicated to him copies of 
the minutes mentioned above, adding that I was not favourably impressed by the 
attitude of the Persian negotiators, whose efforts had been directed towards an attempt 
to evade payment of a just debt, and I pressed for an early settlement, [also enlisted 
the services of Colonel Grey, in view of his intimate friendship with his Highness, to 
urge upon the Prime Minister the necessity of a suitable reply to,oun demand, So ‘far 
there has been no official and written result. I was, however, able to telegraph to the 
Earl of Balfour on the 15th July (No, 278) a summary of the Persian Government's 
attitude, which was really identical with that taken up by Mudir-ul-Mulk and Sardar 
Moazzam during the earlier conversations, 

Meanwhile the contents of the minutes of the meetings in March had been 
divulged to the local press, and on the 4th August I addressed an indignant protest to 
the Persian Government informing them that I withdrew the compromise in regard 
to the “moratorium” advances which, on condition of secrecy, as recorded in the 
minutes, I had offered to recommend to His Majesty's Government, and added, in 
accordance with Lord Balfour's instructions, that His Majesty's Government were, 
moreover, unable, in the general circumstances, 49 Gnd in the arguments adduced by 
the Persian Government any grounds for the abandonment or abatement of any of our 
claims, ‘The Prime Minister roplied expressing his deep regret at the ocourrenco, and 
disculpating Persian official sources; he hoped that the incident would not interfere 
with the solution of the question, for which he counts on my good offices, I replied, on 
the 2nd September, acknowledying the expression of regret, saying that His Majesty's 
Government's inability to remit or abate their claims was not in any way connected 
with the press incident, and requesting the early communication of the Porsian 
Government’s proposals for settling the matter, 


Copies of the notes exchanged in this connection are likewise enclosed 
herei 


On the 2nd August, in a private letter to Mr. Havand, the Minister of Finance, 


Fahim-ul-Mulk, asked for copies of (1) three documents exchanged between Sir P, Cox. 
and Vossugh-ed-Dowleh concerning the monthly “subsidy” of 50,000 tomans, and 
(2) Sarem-ed-Dowleh’s “private” letter acknowledging receipt of 181,001, odd 
Claim (C)}, replied officially on the 10th August, sending the papers required, but 
pointing out (1) that the word “subsidy” was innecurate, as the sums in question were 
repayable “ advances,” and (2) that His Majesty’s Government regarded the transaction 
referred to in Saram-ed-Dowleh’s letter as official, and to emphasise this point I at the 
‘same time enclosed a copy of Sir P, Cox’s letter, to which Sarem-ed-Lowleh’s was the 
reply, (The documents referred to above are (1) Sir P, Cox's letter to Vossugh-ed- 
Dowleh of the 20th October, 1918, his Highness’s reply of the 22nd October and 
Sir P. Cox's letter of the 12th December; and (2) ah letters exchanged between 
Sir P. Cox and Sarem-ed-Dowleh on the 9th August, 1919.) 


f9627) ga 2 
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On the 4th August I duly and officially brought to the notice of the Persian 
Government, as directed by Lord Balfour's despatch No, 212 of the 19th June, the 
error which had oceurred inthe computation of the interest on the krun advances made 
ae Persian Government from the 27th October, 1918, to the 17th October, 1920 
(Claim (1) ) 

On the Sth August Tsuggested to the Earl of Balfour that our claim might be 
brought to the knowledge of the American Financial Adviser for the Persian Govern- 
ment at Washington, in the hope that he would then deal with the matter promptly 
‘after his arrival here, His Lordship, however, considered it advisable to await 
‘Mr, Millspaugh’s arrival, while continuing to press the Persian Goverment whenever 
opportunities occurred. 

Thus the matter now stands, and though I am careful to keep the Persian 
Government constantly in mind of it, T do not anticipate that they will have the 
confiderice to submit any definite official proposals, until they ean do 80 with the support 
of Mr, Millspaugh at their back, - 

Your Lordship will, I trust, be satisfied that I have thus exerted all possible 
diplomatic pressure in order to secure a settlement of this question. ‘The stumbling 
block, in my judgment, has —principally been the apparently ineradicable conviction 
prevalent among the Persians that. His Majesty's Government really intended to remit 
most if not all of these claims at the time the various. advances were made for the 
purpose of carrying out a joint Anglo-Persian policy, and that to press now for their 
Topayment in the form of interest, and sinking fund, at a time when Persian finances 
ane in'such a weak state, is a great hardship and an almost spiteful vengeance for the 
tollapse of the Anglo-Persian Agresment ; particularly isthe attitude of His Majesty's 
Government in the matter unfavourably contrasted with that of the Russian Soviet 
Government in wiping off the slate the whole of Persia’s indebtedness to the Tsarist 
Government. 

Whe fact of the matter is that, with the exception of item 1, the Persian 
Government do not intend to, pay if by hook or by crook they can wriggle out of the 
obligation or put off the day of reckoning, heedless of the fact, of w si bave often 
reminded them, that compound interest is accumulating on the whole ‘sum at an 
alarming rate, ‘As soon as the American advisers arrive, the whole resources of Persian 
i , persuasion and artful insinuation will be mobilised to enlist their sympathy 

i for the Porsian contention, and Dr, Millspaugh will need. to be singularly 
led man not to be caught in the tolls, for the Persiaus will represent 
the matter to him ag a test-case of his loyalty to Persian interests. 

If His Majesty's Government wished to-bring the matter to a head, the only way T 
‘see at present of doing so would be to tell the Persian Goverament that if the provision 
of interest and sinking fund requested be not wade by « certain date, the failure to 
furnish it must be regarded as tacit repudiation, involving a reference to arbitration or, 
if that bo admissible under the covenant, a reference to the League of Nations. 1 do 
not suppose, however, that His Majesty’s Government contemplate any such step for 
‘the time being. 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 161. 


Minutes. 


SUR Tinuvitation de Sir P, Loraine, lours Exeellences Sardar Moazzam Khorassani 
et Mudir-ul-Mulk, délégués pour le Président du Conseil, sont venus vendredi 24 mars 
Ala Légation d’Angleterre afin de discuter lea diverses questions se rattachant & le 
iuidation par le Gouvernenient persan des différentes avances pécunisires consenties 
ar le Gouvernoment britannique A ix Perse pendant lee dix dernitres années, Mr. 
illkinson, directeur-adjoint de la Banque impériole de Perso, et Mr. Bridgeman, 
conseiller de la Léyation, ont également assisté 4 la réunion, 


SIR PERCY LORAINE rappelle que lors d'une conversation antérieure avec les 
deux Miniatres persang il avait été entendu qu'il consulterait ses archives ufin de so 
documenter sur certains points touchant lesquels les Ministres persans lui avaient 
demandé des éclaircissements, Sir Perey Loraine a, en effet, consulté les documents en 
question, 
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Tl rappelle qu’en ce qui concerne le point (A) de la note de la Légation d’Angleterre 
du 16 décembre 1921, les deux Ministres persans lui avaient fait savoir quills étaient 
daccord pour connattre cette obligation. 


Point (B): Avances dites “ Moratorium.” 


SIR PERCY LORAINE déclare que lors de la dernitre conversation les Ministres 
sans avaient accepté Vobligation en principe, mais leur point de vue deux questions 
Aerisrtiees réglées : 


1. La question de la répartition de cette dette entre 'Angleterre et la Russie, qui 
Gevait étre, & leur idée, en proportion du montant respectif des dettes russes 
cet anglaisea visées par le moratorium, 

2, Les versements au Gouvernement persan ayant été effectués en krans, le Gouverno- 
ment persan désirait rembourser la’ part anglaise en krans avee intérdts 
également caleulés en krans. 


SON EXCELLENCE MUDIR-UL-MULK fait remarquer que le Gouvernement 
perma suet injrtement en sno do a citron entre “Eta du change Axé par 
fa Banque impériale pour les versements mensuels du chef des emprants ot le taux 
ccordé par la banque sur le versement mensuel de 0,000l 

Continuant, Mudir-ul-Mulk exprime opinion que si le Gouvernement persan, ait 
Jiew do recevoir le versement menstiel de 30,000/,, au taux du change du jour do verse- 
ment, avait pu différer les paiements mensuels 2 effeotuer sur les recettes douanidres, il 
‘urait pu eneaisser les recettes douanibres sans perte en raison du change, 


SIR PERCY LORAINE déclare, en ce qui concerae la premidre question, que 
dans les documents échangés avee lo Gouvernement, persan par los Légations russes ob 
britannique au sujet des avances dites “moratorium” il n'y a pas un mot qui indique 
Tintention, ni du Gouvernement russe, ni du Gouvernement anglais de considérer cos 
avauces comme étant proportionnelles au montant respeetif’ des dettes contractées par le 
Gouvernement impérial envers l'un et Yautre Gouvernement. Done, le Gouvernement 
persan ne trouve rien dans les textes & appt de sa thése, et toutes les autres indication» 
pronyent qué les avances étaient faites mensuellement parts égales par les Couverne- 
ments russe et anglais, 


SARDAR MOAZZAM dit que l'avance, étant faite sous forme d'un moratorium, 
‘eat soumise A toutes les conditions d'un moratoritim, et doit tre proportionnelle In 
eréance de chaque Pusat. 


En co qui conovne In deuxidme question, SIR P. LORAINE affirme quiil 
nly a aucune mention de krans. Lopération a été faite & base de sterling, ot este 
(qualité n'a. jamais été contestée jusqulict par le Gouvernement persan. Des sommes en 
therling ont été mises A la disposition dia Gouvernement  porsan, et celui-ei les a con- 
Vorties en krans, D'ailleurs, il est & noter que pendant: ectte mémo période le Gouyerne- 
nent persian a bénéficié considérablenent par Ia ausse du Kran, qui lui a permis 
Glassurer le service des dettes assurées par les revenus des douanes d trds bon compte, 
Te Gouvernement persan ne peut gudre prétendre 4 profiter des doux manibdres: cola 
Sappelle “ Face, je gagne ; pile, tu perda.” 
Ta discussion se porte sur ln question du change. 


Mk. WILKINSON donne des ¢claireissements, notamment en ee qui concornait 
Ja difficulté de transporter pendant la guerre Vargent monnayé de Bouchir 4 ‘Tehéran, 
Tl fallait, passer par Inde, Seistan et Méched, et le transfert aurait huit- mois, cest-\- 
dire que Vargent perp A Bouchir pir la dounne ne pouvait étre lives \ Téhéran quiapros 
tun intervalle de huit mois: Ce transfert eodtait trbs cher au 


Finalement, SIR PERCY LORAINE propose que, si le Gouvernement petsan ui 
donne satisfaction sur la question de la répartition de In dette, il sora, de son e0té, prot & 
recommander \ son Gouvernement la liquidation du montant des avances dites 
“moratorium” en kraus, et des intéréts en krans, 1 : 

Tajoute que si cette proposition était: rejetée par son Gouvernement il ne faudrait 
pas publior ce fait, Sardar Moazzam Khurassini déclare que la question devia 
Taturelloment_ Gtre Soumise par loi au Consell des Miniatrs, wis que 61a proposition 
niaboutissait pas le Cabinet respecterait son caracttre confidentiel, et que Sir Perey 
Loraine portrait étre tranquille 3 cet égard. 
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SARDAR MOAZZAM faitremarquer que V'acceptation de Ia proposition concernant 
Ja repartition proportionnelle est subordonnée  Pacceptation de la proposition de 
Sir P, Loraine. 


Point (0): Avance de 131,1471. 1s. Od. 

SON EXCELLENCE MUDIR-UL-MULK émet Tavis que In lettre de son 
Altesse Sorem-ed-Dowlel, Ministre des Finances, 3 Sir Perey Cox, en date du 
9 hott 1919, est une lettre officiouse et personnelle et no lie pas le Gouvernement 
persian 


SIR PERCY LORAINE répond qu'il est impossible de considérer Vopération & 
Jaquelle se réfore la lettre de Sarem-ed-Dowleh comme wie transaction personnel, si 
Tar tient compte de ln lettre de Sir Perey Cox également du 9 aodt & laquelle 1a lettre 
de Sarem-od-Dowleh répondait. Dans la lettre de Sir Perey Cox qui se réfore 4 un 
entretion av IDowlch et ses collegues du Gouvernement persan ill est 
cuirement-dit que la somone de 400,000 tomans eonatitue une avance sur Temprunt de 
$,000,0000, prévu par Taceord anglo-persan; Saret-ed-Dowlel, alors Ministre, des 
Tnanoes, « qcoopté cette obligation en ncompte sur Vemprunt envisagé, et son accepta- 
tion, expresiément au nom dui Gouvernement persan, revét par conséquent, un eaructbre 
pleinement officiel, 4 = 

ir Perey Loraine résume la question en disant que la dette a été contractée par le 
Gouvernement. persan vis-i-vis du Gouvernement britannique et qu'il est du devotr du 
Gouverttement persan de reconnaltre eette dette, et de arranger avee Sarem-ed-Dowleh 
pout le remboursement de la somme qui avait obtenue illégatement, 


SON EXCELLENCE SARDAR MOAZZAM a exprimé Yopinion que la. trans: 
action regarde le Gouvernement britannique et Sarem-ed-Dovwlel: seulement et nom pas 
Ig Gouvernement persan, 


SIR PERCY LORAINE no peut pas accepter ce point de vue. 


SON EXCELLENCE MUDIR-UL-MULK propose que I'on s0 mette d'aceord sur 
Ja base suivante: “Le Gouvernement porsan stengagerait A préter son aide pour fuire 
Hembourser la eomme en question par Sarem-ed-Dowleh, inais en tomans aveo intérit, en 
tomans.” 


SIR PERCY LORAINE no peut pas admettre que l'on fasse payer au contribuable 
britannique la diféryice entre 181,1474 11s, Od. et équivalent en sterling aujound hui de 
(00,000 tomans,  Llavance a été faite en sterling, et elle est par conséquent 
Ainboursable en sterling. -Finalement, Sir P, Loraine sest engagé 2 faire connaltre & 
son Gonverengnt le poiut de vue du Gouve yoment persan, mais suns le reeommander: 
tiquoi que-ce fit, La décision restera avee le Gouvernement britannique 


Point (D): Avancoe de Pars, 

SIR PERCY LORAINE fait la déolaration suivante: Par une note en date du 
15 fivrier 1919, Sir P, Cox informa son Altess Sarem-ed-Dowleh, Ministre des 
Finances, quo le’ total des sommes avaneées au Prince Farman Farina depuis lo 30 juin 
1O16 (el juillet dans le texte persan) jusqu’au 21 septembre 1918, se montait 
308,407 tomans 2 krans 60 centimes, Ce chifike se déeomposait cinsi: Pour les arriénés 
i Ia golde de In gendarmerie do Fars 180,000 tomans. Pour les besoins de Yadministra- 
Ge Fars 248,047 tomans 2 krans 50 centimes, avances au Prince Farman Parma. 

‘Ges avanoes étaient approuvées par le consul d’Angleterre & Fars, auquel le Prince 
Farman Farina a soumis les neous détaillés. 

‘Tos avances faites at Gouverneur général de Fars étaient ou bien autorisées par le 
Gouvernement persan, ou bien reconnues par le Gouverneur, général comme des avances 
Femnboursables par le Gouvernement persan, La Légation d'Angleterre ent en possession 
‘des comptes ot des pidees justificatives so référant atx sommes dépensées._ Les sommes 
dont 1 Gouvernement britannique demande le remboursement par le Gouvernement 

rsa pour Te compte de Tadministration de la provineo de Fars, ne comprennent pas 
Py vanes faites au Prince Farman Farma personnellement, et que son Altesse ne 
fecounaissait pas comme remnboursables par le Gouvernement, persan. Ces versements 
fo montaient A 221,657 tomans (65 centimes. Ils comprenaient 2,000 tomans versés 
sonauellement au Prince pour son compte personnel, les frais de son escorte, et en plus 
Gortaines dépenses administratives en exeédent du total prévu par le budget régulier. 
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LEURS EXCELLENCES SARDAR MOAZZAM et MUDIR-UL-MULK. 
recomnaissent la justice de la demande de remboursement des arridrés et de la solde, 


: ae met i a 
ae ae sseudsierie s'élevant & 150,000 tomans dans la limite des erédits autorisés par le 


SON EXCELLENCE SARDAR MOAZZAM fait : i 
ea GeverdéuxaaMeell Wo i-w oo sal sginer crea areas a Eos we 
(..) Avances autorisées par le Gouvernement persan, 


(®.) Avanees reconnues par le Gouverneur général comme devant étre remboursées 
Je Gouvernement persan, 


(c.) Avanees faites au Gouverneur général pour son compte personnel, 


La troisitme catégorie ne regarde pas le Gouvernement impérial, Celuicci 

I. Celuisot sera 
atarollomant geil 2 sumbourer les ovauces quill a Taundine auenrisees Rect 
Babs Jn deuxidme caégorie. Le Gouvernement pereas ue pourait pas nérosire: 
: ire A sa charge des avances quo le gsi 
Gin oh@iamctemanmacirs pees aaa 


eee EES soumit les pitces justificatives se référant ces dépenses aux 
LEURS EXCELLENCES SARDAR MOAZZAM et MUDIR-UL-MULK 6 

agent & examiner le chiffre de 243,047 tomans 2 rans’ 50 eentimes ropisostitant Tes 

commes avaioées pour Vadministration de Fars i la Iumibre dos comptes dans Ia 
ssion du Ministdre des Finances. En eqs de besoin, ils désigneront un membre du 


tire des Finances pour venir & la Légetion d’ Angleter examine i 
lay docuuser OS ns)GH pu deans GTA teoksions oo ENE 


jp Ee que la Légation d’Angleterre est prote 4 fournir tous les 


SIR PERCY LORAINE it repr i 
4p SR BERCY LORAINE) propos que To wance sit rpriee lo Tuna 97 mare 


LEURS EXCELLENCES SARDAR MOAZ! ; 
‘acceptent cette proposition (OAZZAM et MUDIR-UL-MULK 


__ _Laaéanco ext reprise le Tundi 27 mars } I ion a 
PA ees neon Légation d’Angleterre & 6 heures du 
Le Point (C) est discuté, 


Avances mensuelles de 8,500,000 kerans. 
SIR PERCY LORAINE donne lecture des documents suivants : 


2 2 ibaa toe aig Président du Conseil des Ministres, 
. La note adressée par Vossough-ed-Dowleh a Sir Perey Cox, le 22 octobre 1918, 
isa nota ads ban Gis Pa Coe NeVoamoighel:Dowlohi lot 2/adoaiibre 1018). 


Une longue discussion s'engage. 


SON EXCELLENCE SARDAR MOAZZAM KHORASSANI cherehi i 
io A dtablir 

qu ls réponse do Vossough-ed-Dowleh du 22 cotobre 1918 ne prouvait pos que . 
Gouvernement porsan avait acoopté les conditions gouvernant Je remboursoment de 
nee. A son opinion, il fant tenir compte non feealintue des documents se référant. 

tx svanoes manstelles; mais asi des crebnatanioes exile au moment ol li avances 
talent faites. La guerre avait eréé de nombrouses difficultés pour la Perse, et la 
présence sur son territoire d'armées dtrangtres avait été la cause de pertes incal- 
culables. Il était vrai que l'Angleterre avait soutenu la Perso non seulement avec des 
armées, mais aussi en Tui fournissant des moyens pécuniaires. Mais catto aide était 
second aul Gouvernomont persan afin gull pt Iutar contre les enuemis, des Ali, 
jes Allemands et les Tures. Il était doue injuste d’en réclamer inaintenant lo 
sombesoenent par le Gouvernement perssn qui ue pouvait se considérer comme 
ié par un arrangement unilatéral, Si on estimait tous les dommages subie par la Perse 
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ils 8 i ix foi sidérables 
joon’de la guerre mondiale ila s’élbveraiont X des sommes dix plus consi 
cane E Goaveruomene anny derinndtToremboaraeng ct 1» Gowroe 
thent persan serait fondé & réclamer de forts dédommagements de ce chef. 


s1 ; o par Angleterre la 

GR PERCY LORAINE rappelle la protection acpordée par TA , 
Porse pendant In. guerre, Si vAnBloterse avait pos aidé la Bers, celle-oi ne sorait 
Fabvaofie, aussi bro quelle est aujourdlaut de le grande Bist ‘Aussi Angleterre 
Perc avoir dépense du sang & ots ox des millions oa Fors réslamait pas de 
ADS eente Coa avauces mousuelles avaiont été faites Ala Perse parse a lle les 
romboumaniot’ Your rembourvement rvavait pas été envisagé, Tes conditions dans 
eles ce remboursoment devait sfoffestuer nauralent pas Cr ‘spécifiges.  D'ailleurs, 
Tec iavances mensuelles nfont commenes quien ott 1918, clest-A-dire trois mois seulement 
Tes vance vein guerre, Elles ont continué jusqu’en ootaber 1920, deus ans aprés la 
avant i ies bt itée, Le Gouvernemout anglais do toute Tagon, sonsidtrest Nt 
cee vafent Gi6 faites A certaines conditions mettement spéciney Smear, our 
Ayan taser enelle, Ces avanees navaient vien de commun avee les Torts revit 
Tiguan eh Gpuvernent anglais en ero panant Ie ger ot dont a ia 

{question do remboursement, ; eae 
AeuRe ‘Perey Loraine résumo ls situation en d¥elarant: “Si vous eetoriee Yobligation, 
je soumettrai & mon Gouvernement Tes arguments que Yous me préseuterez par éerit 
‘hutrement jé ne pourral rien faire : 

SARDAR MOAZZAM suppose que Tobligation était acceptée en pring 
ements dana oe dn (rare ee tonk ne pourraient pas étre trouvées pour Te mode 
de remboursement. ; 

GIR PERCY LORAINE répond que paslant pensonnoliement il ne, pout pit 
cine de transactions dans cette “question, Dobligation du Gouvernement, impérial 
cae ur cont dans cot oxprit quia rept pour instruction de nan Gouyeres 
Mont de préventer ta demande de remboursement au Gouvernement impérial. A. son 
are Bitis du Gouvernement, impérial daccepter obligation Gquivaudrait 4 Ia 
repudiation de la dette, ‘ ee ci 

SARDAR MOAZZAM alfirme quil n'est pas question de répudien des deties, as 
Giavlien, Tui semble copendant. que Te texte de la réponse de Vossoughred-Dowleh & 
Sit Perey Cox du 22 octobre 1918 peut ttre interprété commen septa pas les: 
Bir rey res wells Tea avances inennuelles de 350,000 tomans étaient snbordonnées. 

'A Yovia do SIR PERCY LORAINE, il n'est pas possible dinterpetter les 
dogu nant en question corome: wn refi, dee conditions attachées h avanee: Du 
toes le Gouvernement persan Goonaisait les conditions de Yavance, et en 
sreaaatt fp versnent i ne Lui womblait pas posible de prsbenire ave Te Gouyernement 
saver avait pas accept Tes eonditions, Autrement ley docs enfs Gchangés avec 
dry Gox ue aceviaiont Aron, et aeraient: di papier perdu. Tia dette était & 
payer ow A répudi : 

SARDAR MOAZZAM KHORASSANT stengage  soumettro! la question au 
Conseilides Ministres. 


Gin passe ensuite & Ja discussion du Point (F). 


“Avanes menawelles do 1,000,000 krans pour les Cosaques: , 
Sik PERCY, LORAINE délare que, le 18 aabt 1919, Sir Perey Cox a téligraphié 
comme suit Lord Curzon 
“<§) nous no eoutinuons, pas payer la soldé de la division des Cosaques, i est 
probable qu ln solde tombe, en arriéré var je no vols pos de quelle source Ie 
Pijuvernement persan peut tirer la somme nécessaire. 
Tn Pe vaurw autorisation de continuer Je versement mensucl de 
100,000 tovnina tant que vous Tapprouveree, comme une arance fat au Coury 
Mont peraan aux mdmes conditions que Pavanee mensuele de 390,000 tomans 


Tord Curzon répondit le 21 aod: 

« Jassure le versement dé juillet, mais vous devez. informer le Gouvernemens 
poran quo oe versomont sire tnité comme une avanee sur Tempra Jo pronds 
Perath iGaation fa, question deffeetour des vereements ultéricure sur la) méme 
Dawe.” 
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Lord Curzon: télégraphia de tiouveau & Sir P. Cox, le 80 septembre 1919, dans les 
termes suivants = 


& Vous étes autorisé & continuer Pavance mensuelle au Gouvernement persan 
de 100,000 tomans pour le maintien de la Division des Cosaques jusqu’au 
31 décembre prochain, mais elle sera traitée eomme une avance sur Yemprunt.” 


La discussion sengage. 

Sie Perey Loraine fit observer que’ pendant les deux ans (1917-1919) le Gouvernes 
nent britannique a fourni) tous les fonds nécessaires pour le maintien de la Division des 
Cosaqiies, sans demander le remboursement d’an centime par le Gouvernement impérial 
Yo Gouvernement britannique tie demande que le remboursement de Vavance menstelle 
pour une période de dix mois (aoitt 1919-mai 1920). 


SARDAR MOAZZAM KHORASSANT dit quil croit savoir que pendant une 
certaine période tine somme (qu'il croyait de 150,000 tomans) était, vorsée mensuelle 
ment par le Gouvernement britannique au commandant de In Division des, Cosiques 
Airecthmnent, ensuite afin daugmenter Tautorité du Gouvernement persan une somme 
fe 100,000 romans était versée au Gouvernement persan et le Ministre de la Guere 
Gevait la transférer par cheque au erédit du commandant de la Division, des Cosuques. 
Cela fut au mois de janvier 1919, Tly avait une troisiéme période du. mois d'sotit 
1919 au mois de mai 1920, pendant Iaguelle lex vances faltes au Gouvernement 
Feraun gar le Gouvernonant britannique devaient etre traitées comme des avances sur 
Pemprunt, Ce n'est que le renboursement des. sommes versées pendant cette période 
Ge dix mois qui est réelainé actuelloment par le Gouvernement britannique. 

‘Sardar Moazzam demande & connaitre le texte de la communication par laquelle 
Je Gouvernement persian a été informé de la, décision du Gouvernement Te tanaiais 
de considérer los versements & partir du mois d'aoft 1919 comme des avances sur 
Yemprunt. 


SIR PERCY LORAINE fora rechercher cette communication dans ges archives ; 
iI ne doute pas que le Gouvernoment persan fit informé de la, décision du Gouverno- 
tient britannique, ear les instructions de Lord Curzon sur ce point furent formelles, 

Hdemande & Sardar Moazzam Khorassani de bien youloir également: faire des 


recherches dans les archives du, Gouvernement, persan afin de trouver par quel moyen 
In désision di Gouvernement britannique a été portée a la connaissance du Gouverne 
ment impérial, 

Le procks-verbal de la dernidre. réunion a été lu et approuvé apris Vintroduction de 


quelques modifications par Sardar Moazaam Khorassani. 


Se 


Enclosure 2 in No, 151, 


Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultanch. 


M. le Président du Conseil, Pehiran, August 4, 1929. 

T REGRET to observe that the details of the hitherto incomplete conversations 
which Lhave bad with authorised representatives of the Imperial Persian Government, 
In the hope of reaching a satisfictory settlement of the debt owing by the Pers 
Government to His Majesty's Goverment, have been divulged in the Tehran press, to 
wit, by ‘Setar Iran” in its issues of the 23rd and 24th July, Nos, 229 and 1. 

This clear from these articles that their writer has had access to the figures of the 
claim presented through this Leyation to the Persian Government, and, a moro serious 
Matter to the procks-verbaux drawn up of the meetings which I held with their 
Txgellencies Mudir-uleMulk and Sardar Monzzam Khorassani, delegated for that purpose 
by Mushired-Dowleh during his Highness’s Inte term of office as President, of the 

neil, 

Tam it concerned with the question of responsibility in the matter, which is one 
fr the Daeiaa Government 10 determine should it wish todo.eo, T am, howover, 
crncorned at the breach of confidence involved by, the publication of these, matters 
before the completion of these conversations which I had, since your Highness’s 
restimption of office, resumed with his Excelleney Fahim-ul-Mulle 

re pot to which J am compelled to draw your Highness mat serious abtention 
is that during she earlier conversations with Mudir-uleMulk and Sardar Moszzum 1 


1S dectook to make a cortain recommendation to my Government: in respect of the 
[9627] 2B 
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“moratorium advances”; [ stipulated, however, that this offer should not be given 


bal, the desired assurance was given’ me by 





publicity, und, as recorded in the procexe 
Rardie Moussa: 

‘This assurance having been violated by the publication to which I have drawn 
attention, I must inform your Highness officially thit the offer on my part to which it 
referred is now withdrawn, 

Th the general circumstances, moreover, [have the honour toinform your Highness 
that my Government are unable to find in the arguments adduced by the Persian 
Government, which I haye duly reported to them, any grounds for the abatement or 
abandonment of any one of the six claims presented by Mr, Bridgeman in his note of the 
16th December, 1921, and I am directed to reiterate the request for the settlement in 
full of those claims by the provision of interest and sinking find with a view to 
extinction of the debt in twenty years, in the manner indicated by Mr. Bridgeman in 
his above-mentioned note. 

Thope shortly to be in a position to present’ to your Highness the accounts for 
military supplies’ and other items, of which special reservation was made by 
Mr. Bridgeman, and for which payment is due by the Persian Government to His 
Majesty's Government. 

















Tavail, &c. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 151, 





Kawam-es-Salianeh to Sir P, Loraine. 
(Tranalation.) 
M. le Ministro, August 31, 1922, 

IN reply to your Exeelleney’s note of the dth August re the conversation which 
had been published in the paper “Setarch Tran,” I have the honour to stato that 1 
share your surprise as to how the paper in question has been able to obtain the infor- 
mation, Tt is a matter of deep regret to me that the question which you did not wish 
to be divulged sliould have beon published against your expectation, I, however, assure 
‘you most emphatically that the information had fot been given by the official sources 
‘or governmental departments, ‘The Government of which I am the head never 
wished that the matter should have been published, and anything which may 
unreasonably cause dissatisfaction or annoyance is strongly detested by ts. 

Having confidence in your good will, may reasonably hope that this incidental 
and inoficial publication may riot affect the soltition of the question which I expected, 
throug you ip, aad you will it fail ko-au8 your good often in braging the matter 
to a sitisfactory conclusion, 























Tavail, ko 
KAWAM-ES-SALTAN 





Enelosure 4 in No. 151. 


Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Saltanch, 


M, le Président du Conseil, Teliran, September 2, 1922, 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which your Highness 
Was 60 good as to address to me on the Sist August in regard to the unfortunate 

iublication by the “Setareh Tran” of the details of certain conversations pending 
tween this efi and the Persian Government in regard to the debt owing by the 
latter to His Majesty's Government, 

Tam very sensible of your Highnos’ omphatis condeimnation ofthe incident which 
brought to your attention, and f gladly tako note of your assurance that, the fafor 
mation was not supplied from any offical source, so that it was clearly eome trick on 
the part of the newspaper. I regret, however, that the fact of publication prevents me 
from renewing the offer which T had made to their Excellencies Mudir-ul-Mulk and 
Sardar Moazzam Khorassaui in regard to the “moratorium advances,” 

Tn case there should be any misconception in your Highness's mind, I may be 
rendering you a service by assuring you that the statement which I had the honour of 
making in the sixth paragraph of my note of the 4th August has no connection 
whatever with the divulgation of the conversations by “Setareh Iran,” the instructions 
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on which that statement was based having been desj 


for Foreign Allaire before he had any knowledge of the reat Teen aie ae 


Of the “Setareh Tran" incident, and 
‘tion with his 


a8 a result of my report of a conversation whi in thi 
Bacal i my Report of conversation which I had in this Loga 
__ Lam, of course, acquainting His Majesty's ent wil 
Highness's note under reply, but 1 trast that soca mt 
cominunicate to me the proposal of the I 
satisfactory regulation of the debt, 


i the contents of your 
at your Highness will shorily bo able to 
npetial Government with a view to the 


Tayail, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 








(E 12251/6/34) No. 152, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curson of Keileston.—(Iiecoival November 8) 
(Reo eo) Confidential.) 
fy Lord, fs Telivan, September 21, 1922, 

ZHE rout of the military dotachment, destined by the Ponta Crean ee 

at a boyguad fr the pasgratmoe- General of Arabistan at the Shalilcaravansera while 
1 its e Bakhtiari road, was attended by such poouliar eirewnet, 

{alse insu of oo much, wider a character than is immediately apparent eek heat 

Honour to supplement the various telogramas which i ‘ 

Lordship on the subject by the following narrative of events 

In the month of 











is personal pos 
aMieyatais 






















‘The Sheikh of Mohammerah was at the moment very unpo, Tehri Th 
Government, as nsual in a state of utter impectniousness, was otet ng Sa ae 
{omans from any possible source, and hud fixed on the vexed question of the ahikinn 

rae ar tana, Revenue, to build up a grievance against the latter, whieh, wae 
carefully fostored in, tho Medjlisn and the press, and, of course, received’ wore 
crgoutagement from the Bolsheviks, who had already sucobssfully launolod. the idee oe 
{federation of southern chieftains, formed under the sexs of His Majesty's Govern 
{2 past the authority of the Central Goverument and ultimately (6 reader a partition 
oe erin. inevitable, “Tt was freely stated that the sheikh owed huge sums for arrears 
of revenue, and that-he was sheltering himself behind British power in order to ernt 
Payment; that if be maintained his refusal to pay, he must-be coerced lute deine a 
‘and at that moment any. steps taken againat him to enforee payment would have jes 
tathusiastically supported by the. pack of demigogues who in. preseit ciecmearce 
Tebresent articulate public opinion in this country. ‘The actual question of the shaking 

taliyat "ig tiresome and complicated one, with the detail of Ghich taced st trouble 
Your ‘eniship; as is the caso with all finaucial transactions in this country, it was 
obscured by a dense mist of claims and counter-claims, of pledges which one party 
‘egarded as binding and the otlieras invalid, and of sottlowonte promised by one Gaba, 
tment and unfulfilled by its successor. I must add that, so fac ae could 














n ul idge, there 
Mas some truth in the allegation that the sheikh was sheltering hing ira 

hat th was sheltering himself behind us i 
to extract the most favourable terms possible from the Penian (Caren ae 


(9627) eae 






















































[ SESS 













dire necessity. On the other hand, the 


inimum ant, consistent with: id, t 
Basan ovsrimene rae ing the uttermost ran out of him. 


Pursian Government was evidently beut on sore 
ter was not a direct British concern, 

betters but unfortunately the sheikh bas in his posses 
which lhe frequently invokes, announcing the terms of 
present and future payments, accepted by Vossugh-ed-L 
ratified by that statesman during his tenure of office, 






ossession a telegram from Sir P. Cox, 
Fan agreemerit, both as regards 
d-Dowleh, but which was never 
‘and was denounced by 


the situation was rather delicate, His Excelleney is 
fe who din into his ears all kinds of extravagant stories 
ity of British policy in Persia, had taken a goo 
7), to endeavour to weed these suspicions out of his 
F hh obsession about the alleged southern 
T felt sure it would require a 
patic intervention against the 
1 its own object, 


‘As regards Sardar Sepah, 
‘more or less surrounded by peopl 
about the wickedness and 















































tified my belief— 
in the press in an 
1 up till then—nor have T since: 

it to accept friendly advice, 
T was conscious of the 
n observation on a 

























prickly hyper-sen 
matter touchin, 








the exercise of what it bel 
‘On the other hand, Iwas not averse fi 
nits of anxiety which T hoped would rendei 
iiestion of his revenue, both past and future, 
Himself and the Persian 

threatening, him hy a lo 
upon to discharge Our obligato 0 
territories, From another point of vie 
Sheikh should squares his accounts and ge 
before the arrival of the Amorican advisers, 
disoussion with them of the special position er 


» and 80 remove ; 
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‘uppermost in his mind. Meanwhile, T telegraphed to His Majesty's consul-general ab 

Bushire requesting him to urge the sheikh as strongly as he could to settle the revente 
juestion, for in that case I should be in a much stronger position for opposing the 
lespatch of troops in more than w very general! manner. 

By my telegram No, 199 of the 25th April, I had the honour of aequainting your 
Londship briefly with the situation and with my own views in roger Meio ant is 
your reply, telegram No. 147 of the Sist. May, you directed me to refrain from 
divulging in any conversation with Sardar Separ the nature of the assurances which 
His Majesty's Government had given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and defined the 
limits of @ general statement which I was authorised to make if questioned on the 
subject. This instruction fortified mo in the opinion that a full discussion with 
the Minister for War had best be avoided, and in view of the latter's. statement’ to 
Mr, Havard that no movement was imminent, and of the probability of my receiving 
information of any definite preparations to initiate one, it seemed best to leave mattora 
where they were for the time being. 

Shortly afterwards the Sheikh of Mohammerah, acting on ny advice, appointed an 
agent in Tehran to endeavour to settle his accounts with the Persian Government, the 
individual in question being a former agent of the Ministry of Finanes in Arabistan, 
and gave him earte blanche within the limits of a certain fixed sim to settle thy mattor, 
Thave kept in frequent: touch with this individual through Mr. Havard, but though he 
seems to have made an honest endeavour to reach an agreement with the Persian 
Government, owing. no doubt: to the insatiable greed of the latter’ and of tho officials 
concerned, who expect some of the money transferred to stick to their own hands, T 
rugret to say that no settlement has yet intervened, 

On the 18h July, to my astonishment, TC leat late in the evening that a 
detachment with guns and machine guns had left Ispaban for Arabistan and. had 
already passed a fow stayesalong the road to Bakhtiari, From information subsequently 
received, it sooms clear that special presautions had been taken to keep any news of the 
formation and despateh of this force from reaching the outs of any British official or 
any of the Bakhtiari khana; moreover, Sardar Adfjoa, tho Baklitixt Govertior-Gonoral 
of Ispabian, incredible as it may seem, was in total ignorance of the movement, 

‘at once sont Mr. Havard on the morning of the 19th July to see Sardar Sepa 
and the Prime Minister, and directed him to represent. to them in a vigorous manner 
that, in my opinion, the step they were taking was in the highest dogtoo unvise and 
injudicious ; to explain the situation in Arabistan, both as regards the various tribes 
and the paramount interests of the Anglo-Persiau Oil Company, whose operations, 
owing to their delicate and complicated nature, could be seriously prejudiced even by a 
threat of local disturbance; and to use all his best efforts to dissuade them from the 
step, aud induce thew to recall the dotuchment, Sardar Sepals attitude was not 
unreasonable ; he argued that it was awkward to suspend the movement, which, had 
been initiated with the approval of thy Cubinet, and that, he eould uot take it on 
himself to do. so without: an order from the Governuent, Kawam-os-Sultanch was 
mich more obstinate, and said that it was difficult tor the Government to cancel the 
movement without serious loss of prestige; w long discussion ensued, in which his 

ness stubborily defended his point of view, by assertion rather than argument, but 
in the end he authorised Mr, Hivard to assure mo that the movement, would be 
suspended anyway for two months, aud that the trovps would be directed to remain 
where they were. Mr, Havard requested his Highness to ropeat this assurance before 
taking leave of hina, in order that the matter might be perfeotly cleus 

Onitis 2st dily the Erime’Misistor callod’on me; an a by saying tha the 
émphatic nature of the language used by Mr, Havard bad taken him somewhat, by 
surprise, as he was not aware that the matter of desputching a comparatively 
insignificant bodyguard for the Governor-General of Arabistan wits one of such dee 
interest for us, and’ he was therefore. anxious to hear my own views on the subject, 

lady availed myself of this invitation, and stated the objections’ which L felb in great 
detail, I pointed out all the dangers of introducing a new element of force into. a 
situation Tike that in Arabistan, and said that the movement was both useless and 
dangerous. Toould not understand the necessity of imperilling the peace of a tranquil 
region at a moment whea the Persian Goverment had a laige-seale rebellion on hand 
in Azerbaijan, when the Jangali trouble had broken out again in Gilau, when forces 
wore needed to check the depredatians of the Luvs, and when there were balfta-dozen 
trade routes, now infested by brigands, the scone of frequent robberies of merchandise, 
hick badly ‘noeded to bo:polldod: Having given’ hie. Highness: a dozen’ pood ‘Felson 
for not sonding the foree, I challenged him to give me a single good one in favour of 
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completed to ensure its success, but T failed to elicit its nature, It would be useless to 
n Kawam-es-Sultanch on the subject, as he would not tell me the truth. 
Besides this action, I directed His Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan to keep « 
igilant watch over any preparations for the formation of an expeditionary or punitive 
force in his district, and to report to me regularly any information on that subject, I 
forthermore acquainted the Bakhtiari khans and the Sheikh of Moliammerab with the 
assurances given to me by Sardar Sepah, and urged thein very strongly to do. thei 
utmost to dispel any suspicions whieh might be entertained in their regavd, to refrain 
from anything like @ defiant attitude towards tho Central Government, and to cultivate 
good relations with the Minister for War, which I believed to. be perfectly possibl 
they set about it the right way, and to deprive him of any protext for hostile action, 
In either case my advico was gratefully received and its wisdom acknowledged, Tu the 
case of the sheikh the situation has been much improved by the) withdrawal of the 
Governor-General of Arabistan, Moayyed-ed-Dowleh, and his impending replacement by 
Mushir-ed-Dowleb, whose record os Goyernor-Generil of the Gulf Ports, whence he is 
now leing transferred, has been satisfictory. Tam reporting in « separate despatch on 
the subject of Moayyed-ed-Dowlch, who, 1 am convinced, was at the bottom of the 
major part of the mischi 
‘As regards the Bakhtiari, the case is less easy, ‘The local khans and the tribesmen 
are thoroughly alarmed ; ever sinea I came liere they have been convinced that, sooner 
or later, Reza Khan would foree an issue with them, and that he meaut to break their 
power, as it wax one of the principal obstacles to the completion of his dictatorial 
domination, ‘The disaster of the Arabistan foree—quite apart from the question 
whetlir the Baklitiarl were responsible for it--obviously gave Tora, Khan a prevoxt for 
putting, his scheme into exeoution and, what is more, assured to him the support in so 
ng of what passes for public opinion in this country. Furthermore, when Inter on 
the campaign against Simko had been brought toa victorious issti, Reza Khan was 
free to turn his army against the Bakhtiari should he wish to do so, Tt has become 
axiomatic that when the Bakhtiari feel themselves or their intorests seriously threatened 
they turn to His Majesty's Legation for advico and assistance, and this caso is 10 
exception to the rule, I have consistently told them that. they ean do moro to help 
themselves than anyone elke, and that so long as their attitide is moderate and sensible 
they can count on ny moral’ support as heretofore ; but that it would serve neither their 
interests nor ours for the Legation to thrust itself into the forefront of what is. 
domestic Persian question, and that my intervention will only gain in strength by being 
Kept in reserve fora much more serioits occasion than any that has yet arisen, ‘The 
Melrati Kbans hava covooriaed the soundaebs of thie alptads, aid. Gavdhs Jadu wei 
T regarded as by far the ablest of the khans, has proceeded on the Tines of my 
suggestion both with the Prime Minister and with Sardar Sepuh 5 he bas shown great 
bility and tact in conducting these conversations, with the result, that, ho’ iy being 
delegated by the Persian, Government to. proceed himselt’ to Baklitiati, and there, in 
company with « commissioner appointed by the Tehran Government, to investigate the 
whole incident, to arrest and bring the leading culprits to Tehrin, and genorully to clear 
ip thWaituation, Bardite-Jaug’ welll not atacd iow pont my final adview ;. T 
nhesitatingly in the seuse of accepting the mission, but L recommonded him 
yy away too long, as his presence is much needed in ‘Tehran so long as there is 
any doubt in regard to the Government's intentions, T have algo asked him to 
represent very seriously to the leading local khans my views on the whole subject nud 
to urge thein to abstain steadfistly from any provocative action; furthermore, L 
suggested that he should bring back with him two of the local khans, with authority 
to speak on behalf of the tribes, and try to conelude some arrangement with the 
Persian Government so as to determine the limits within which the national authorities 
tnd the Baldr Khan are respectively 


, responsible for the maintenanoe. of peace and 
order, in order to minimise the risk of skirmishing between the two parties which has 


of late been unpleasantly frequent in the Burburud and Feredan districts, 

T shall, of course, continne to use any opportunity to urge counsels of moderation 
‘on the Persian Government and on Sardar Sepah ; any calculation is that the longer w 
collision is postponed the less likely it is to ocour, and the greater chinco there is of an, 
adjustment of the differences in the time-honoured Persian manner, ‘This part of the 
task, however, is considerably less easy, for Reza Khan is a man with a will, and if he 
seriously means to deal the Bakhtiari blow, and his hands are free in other directions, 
he will take a great deal of stopping. Furthermore, nothing is less palatable to the 
















































































































Persian Government in present conditions than advice from: a British source. The 
Persian Government have « guilty conscience in regard to us, if, indeed, the possession 
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[nelosure 2 in No, 152. 


Betraste from a Private Letter from Ilia Majesty's Conant at Awaz to His Majesty's 


Tepahan, Auguat 19, 1922. 
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Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8:) 
(No. 583. Secret.) 


My Lord, 
Marea Rite Nein to Ganettogperlorihin nee oe oer 
frowPhalm|litary-ateaahié on\ledest@h impotatonGe ae INDIO Man 
Thave, &o, 3 
PERCY LORAINE, 





Enclosure in No. 158, 


Memorandum on the Seoret Importation of Arms into Porsia from Ruseia, 
(0/03/19. Sera 
LIABLE report has been reecived th i 
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Comment. 


‘The Soviet authorities apparently consider that the ti 
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HANSEN MG InOnMentenememernnc, aN AGRES 

M. SAUNDURS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché. 








Tehran, September 20, 1922, 
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[iB 12254/285/34) No. 154. 
Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.— (Received November 8.) 


ENGI, Seoret.), Tehran, September 25, 19: 
fy Lord, 


it y i Wi py of Intelli 
TOHIAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith coy or ee 








wary No, 87 for, the week ending the 16th September, 1: 
military attaché to this Legation. ans 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure in No, 154. 


Lntelligence Sunsnary No. 87 for Week ending September 16, 1922 


(Seoret:) 
Gitar, ; : 7: 
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Bo eae ‘are employed on the Baku-Bnzeli mail service -— 
“Kael Mark’ 
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Kadri Bey is very enthusiastic about the future of his country. He says that the 
‘greatest. moril vietory won for the Kemalists was at the London Conference, which he 
attended, when the Hntente Powers stated that they would no longer consider an attack 
by the Turks ayainst Grecee as virsually an attack against themselves, A number of 
able generals, politicians, &e., who had hitherto hesitated to join the Kemalists, now 
did so, and assured success ; and, althiough Mustapha Kemal las so far been the out: 
standing figure, he is by no means indispensable to a movement which has now assumed 
national proportions and is being guided by « National Assembly at Angora, 

VW, Labrie-Breerum—Trebizond Trade Route—The Brzecum-Lrebizond road 
has now bern closed to all traffic. Caravans which had crossed the ‘Turkish frontier 
have been turned back to Maku, Merchants have received telegrams from Constant 
nople to stop sending merchandise by this route for the time being. ‘The port of 
Trebizond is closed owing, it is said, to the movements of the Greek fleet, 

12, Maku—The Russian Soviet consular agent at Maku, named Doupson, is doing 
active propaganda and causing considerable anxiety to the Persian authorities, who 
desire his renioval. 

13, Ardebil—Digourof, the Russian consul at Ardebil, is working hard amongst 
thelocal Shahssvan tribes to win their assistance to the Communist causo, and to make 
them yive trouble to the Central Government at Tehran ‘The Governor-General of 
Azerbaijan is pressing the authorities at Tehran to have this man removed. 

‘The commander-in-chie? at Tabriz is preparing to send a column 
‘Ardebil to bring these Shabsevans to their senses, 

14, Caucasus —The Bolsheviks appear to be inaugurating « new reign of terror in 
the Caucasus after the trial of the Social Revolutionaries at Moscow. Wholesale arrests 
are being carried out of the members of the Musavatit, Menshovik and Dashnak 
Parties, Some Armenians who left Tabriz, a few days ago for ltivan by train were 
arrested on the bridge ut Julfa, and one has been shots 

15. The chief Russian commissar in the Caucasus, named Legrand, has been 
replaced by a man called Pliat. ‘ 
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Tehran, 


16. The Kemalist viotory against the Greeks has been the eauso of an outburst of 

n-Islamic enthusiasm throighout Persia, more especially in the north, where it is 

fanned by Russian and Kemalist agents, Antiforeign, and especially anti-British, 

feeling is more pronounced’ than ev 

Au additional, cause for the incrense of anti-British feeling in tho country bas been 

the arrival in Persia from Trak of two sons of well-known mullahs, inbabitants of Trak 
who were a 

































































10th September owing to non-receipt of pay. _Kuwam-os-Sultanch informed them that 
the Government was in the throes of a financial crisis and could pay them nothing, 

19. On the Lith September, about 1,000 shops in the city closed as a protest 
‘against landlords in order to obtain « reduction of rents, ‘The following day a special 
gestion to discuss this matter took place in Parliament, attended by the Prime Minister, 
the Minister of Justice and representatives of the landlords and tenants, Au agreement 
twas reached, namely, that « mixed commission is to be appointed to decide the question, 
‘After this decision was announced the shops reopened. 

20. With reference to paragraph 25 of lutelligence Summary No. 82, dated the 
1th August, the neyotiations to arminge a commercial agreement between Russia and 
Persia have been reopened at Moscow, after being suspended for a time, 

21, Shumyatsky has appointed Kumiradze, a Georgian, to be chief of “ Vneshtorg” 
at Meslied, He left Tehran on the 12th September for Meshed, 

22, Two couriers, tamed Masiuk and Lorjin, arrived at the Russian Legation from 
Moscow on the 6th September with despatches, They also brought with them four 
oxes of Turkish gold liras, Each box weighed 15 1b, ‘Also 100,000, in English bank- 
notes, 
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: ; lish bank-notes to 
Cases having reeently ocurred of Russians presenting false English bekenal 
oo eee nee changed into curreney, both the Tinpenal Bank ¢° Parr 
hs bas to Pee ietracted. their branches to refiss aeceplane tt rT ly 
without good guarantecs, |The false notes we extremely W y 
lis i from y an expert. f 4 Span 
See From teal not itary attaché at the Tussin Legation, lee Tehra 
for Recent the 13th September. He is expected to ru cat on the 
Let ae Aine, agtioe eonearoing the Baka fair, whieh Commeuerl Cry 
ath Septomber, ns. Deen published in the mewepapers Dy the Rus 2 
Afiaires :-— 
yiember and vill I 
relations 
thes 
ilar to the one at 
Persian, commodities t0 
‘tired. Also the shipment 


to P : 
oa ae meal and ort rete 

aati oe Nagra A. Me Russia 

Inia il ako advantage of esi 
Se, ad that they will play ax fmportant part im ¢ 


fidi Mouza haw be 
25, Conte Durini di Mouza haw been i 
ali sia and is due next mi 
sa trai row Euope. il Tesia anid is die nest mont 8 
I Hort facet Belgiun Chargé d’A fires, has arrived at Te 
sie , POT end, i to louve on the nd Oatober for Brussels 


Kaxvine 
25, Gorokliov, who 
consuliat Kazvin, and I 


fi i finted Russian 
outly arcived from Russia, bie been, appoin 
feTelitan to take up his post on the 11th September. 


Mazanderan. : ee 

‘a7, Randay-i-Gaz—A reliable report fiom Ban Gas mates thats onignmens 
Hie ite Mas atrived at the Russian vice-consulate, and that hes om 
He nd a an Tuskomans.. Te further stata tbat anoles Sane 

+ axpooted at Kigali for the Russian consul at Rest, presimst'y for 

nie ed at Bi 


to Gilan revolutionaries. 


Kerman. ; hore aur 
28. Th lieh Depa ent informed His Majesty's consul on the 20th July’ 
en en aati Peet to post roudguatds only fom Kenan to Bam TS Des 


‘Durdlup weotion of the tracle route is thus Teft unguarded, 


Krasnovodsh. eo nt 
nd A German trade agency is establishing, an_olfice in the:town conte 

ne. aera for fo eng oe io Purkestan from Europe vid Batum and Baku, 

; M. SAUNDERS, Li 


whé. 


ipkomber 17, 1922 
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Dasiasse/6/24) No. 155. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8.) 
(No. 501. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, September 26, 1922. 
L HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a report of 
the military attaché’ interview with Reza Khan on tho 28rd instant, 
Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 155. 


Report of Interview with Persian War Minister, Reza Khan, on September 28, 1922. 
(Secret. 

REZA KHAN asked me about the general situation in Asia Minor, and 
whether the Kemalist troops were advancing on Constantinople, I gave him the last 
news as given in Reuters, His kuowledge of goography and.of the relationship existing 
between the various Powers in South-East Europe is 90 lamentably deficient that 
he finds it difficult to understand what is going on, Blo remarked that, in spite of the 
Russians urging on the Kemalists, he did not think that the latter would be fools 
enough to start war with the British, whose final viotory would be a certainty. 

2, Reza Khan then turned the conversation to, local matters, and sald that his 
position is unsatisfactory. He neoded money to pay his troops, if hv is to keep onder in 
the country. He stated that the politicians of the Cabinet and the Med 
working against him, and, in order to bring about his downfall, the Medjliss is refusing 
to complete the negotiations for the sale of the oil concession, which is the only means 
of raising money immediately, He stated that he had explained his position to 


M, Havard, and that he is seriously considering tendering his resignition, Ho is of 

opinion that his resignation would mean the removal of the chief obstacle to Russian 

etcroachiment, a probable revolution or coup d'Riat followed by x form of Govornment 
hi 


which would bea mere tool in Russian hands, To maintain 
Beace, money is thurlore what he needa 

He informed me that cousiderable friction existed again between him and the 
Russian Legation, He did not state the cause, Shumyateky had sent him « copy of 
note addressed by the Soviet Government to Lord Curzon, and had suggested that the 
Persian Governuent should send a note on similar lines to the British Government, 
Reza Khan seemed amused at this letter and remarked that he had no intention of 
listening to Bolshevik advice, uf a sort which would merely get him isto verious trouble, 
doubtless the object of the letter. 

3, The War Minister referred to the virulent propaganda in the newspapors, which 
he stated came direot from the Russian Legation, mostly anti-British, but occasionally 
Girvoted against him, Ineplied that I heard that le hud severely punished an editor 
for publishing an article directed against the War Minister, but: that apparently no 
stops were taken to protect British officials in this country trom lying, offensive, and 
scurrilous articles, which now fill the newspapers daily, AX an example, I quoted the 
reownt article published in the “Tgtessad-i-Iran,” which, mentioned me by name as 
having visited Resht for the purpose of stirrinig up revolutionaries in Gilun against the 
Central Government, 

Reza Khan shrugged his shoulders and remarked that we knew a well as be 
that these articles are pure unadulterated Russian. propaganda. 1 remarked that, the 
responsbility les on the Persian Government for allowing their publication, no matter 
who wrote them, 

4. As regards the local military situation in Persia, Reza Khan stated. that his 
troops are still on the watch for Simko, who has a small following and is moving about 
in the mountainous area which forms the frontier west of Urmia, He hoped, however, 
that negotiations with the Kurdish chieftains, now in progress, willl result ina 
satisfictory peace and that he is willing to grant an amnesty to Simko on suitable 
guarantees for his future wood behaviour, 

Reva Klian stated that he will have to undertake minor operations to restore order 
in the Ardebil district, where the Shahsevans aro giving trouble, [remarked that ho 
should keep a sharp eye on Gilan, as the news reosived recently from Resht 

[9627] 


is position and preserve 
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showed that the state of affairs there had greatly deteriorated, that the present 
eonilition of the province compared unfavourably with its state when under the 
administration of Military Governors, and that the present Governor at Resht is 
evidently a weal individual, who is being used as a puppet by the Russians. 

Ginnie OS dissin) eeue yrtcge in one Ramage 
Ktussians of arms and ammunition to Ardebil, Karadagh and Bandar-i-Gaz, and that 
the Russian consuls in these areas were secretly distributing these arms to Shabsevan 
and Turkoman tribesmen, Reza Khan said that he had received similar information, 
Dut did not tell me what steps he was taking, if any, to put a stop to this 

6, Roza Khan told me he was suffering (rom fever. ‘This was evident, for although 
the day was decidedly warm, he was sitting at his desk with a military overcoat on. 

manner was very friendly throughout, 
M, SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Ataché. 

Tehran, September 24, 1922 





()B 12258/6/34) No. 156. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 8,) 


(No, 596.) 
My Lord, ran, September 21, 1922, 

1 HAD the honour, in my telegram No. 945 of the 20th September, to report to 
‘your Lordship the recent incident at Diful, which so ingloriously terminated Muayyed- 
ed-Dowleh’s Governorship-General of Arabistan, When Zahir-ul-Mulk, as his title 
then was, was appointed to this post last October, there seemed to be reason for satis. 
ustion at the Persian Government's choice of a man whose friendly relations with the 
British ahd whose capacity augured well for the fulfilment of the delicate task of 
ailininistoring a provines which was in danger of relapsing into chaos as a result of the 
cithdiawal ot the, Bulish fora; ands indeed, Musyyer-ed-DoWieh appears: Gy have 
Juin well as regards the manner in which the control of the province, which had been 
fin’ some time ‘80 Jargely in the hands of British political officers, was transferred to 
thiose of Persian officials, He was also success(ul in the most important point of 
persuading the Central Government to approve the budget for the province. 

Thave no certain information rearding the exact. reasons for his resignation, and 

is not even quite clear whether it was’ spontaneously offered or ordered by the 
overnment, It is probable, however, that his ambition clashed too much with the 
authority of the Sheikh of Mohammerah on the one side and the Bakbtiaris on 
the other, and that he wished to exalt his own position at their expense, while posing 
to the Tehran Government. as a patriot who wished to bring Arabistan under their 
effective control and wean it from the foreign influences, In any case there is little 
doubt that he initiated, and insistently urged the proposal, to send a detachment of 
troops to Avabistan, which ended in the disaster at Shalil. ‘This incident must have 
sveakened his position, and it is more than likely that the Persian Government, seeing 
the mess into which his importunities hud led them, decided to make a scapegoat 
of him, 

Barly this month he informed the acting consul at Ahwaz that, “owing to dis- 
turbances,” he was indisposed and was resigning, and at his request Captain Wal 
sent him his motorcar to bring him to Ahwaz, T had) also, just previously, heard 
confidentially that the Government had ordered him to resign and were appointing 
Mukhber-ed-Dowleh to replace him. Owing to the corruption of Captain Wallis's 
Gelouiiti) ke rossived. Hers 16 ae WOH quite clear ‘what Wiad’ Naprouod but ere 
‘appeared to have been some sinall disturbances of no very serious nature, The 
Governor-General bad, however, made known his resignation, whereupon, the local 
notable apparently with a view to uring his departure, openly defied him, and he 
was obliged to remain indoors while his quarters, over which flew the national flag, 
wore subjected to bursts of rifle fire from the citizene and even some sowars who had 
deserted’ from his own escort or been dismissed without pay. Eventually he was 
extricited from this predicament by the Ahwaz consulate motor-ear flying the Union 
Tack and escorted by consulate sowars, and left Disful amid the execrations of the 
erowsl, Peace appears thon to have been restored in the town for a very short while, 
hut, avconting to a later telegram from Captain Wallis, the Sheilh of Mohammerah 
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Public announcem: 


ie Minister that the Government had’ decided 


to accept Muay, 
ep Muay ig the despatch of his successor, 


to send the Govern: 
take char; 
Captain 


jesty's 


PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 12259/285/34) No. 157, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston, 


— (Received Novenber 8,) 

ty 597. Secret.) 

My he ae F Teliran, September 29, 1929, 
AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of Tntellyzen 


Summary No. 38 for the woek en Band Ja Intelligence 
military attaché to this Legation ending’ the 28rd Soptomber, 1922, compiled bythe 


Thave, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
——$———— ee 


nelosure in No, 157, 


Intelligence Summary No, 38 for Week ending September 23, 102: 


YED JELLAL is reported to be in Talish, i 

ED: L i Beat i vi ve 
aeyscr ite aks BU nei, ave porn 
res he Murdab are all in flood, and the bridge at Passe 


han has been 
2. The Russian viee-consul in Enzeli and the Russi 

r ulin 1 uissian. consi F 

strenuous forts iu connection with the elections in. Enwel meee 
caudate pone to various inte ee sleston committee have reaicasal ree 

ing the business is suspended. The Russians are. push i 

he tie being the busin pushing Achtndof, 1 
fesse nist, who was deported to Hamadan by Vossugh-ee-Sultameh, the, hist 


__ 9: Employees of the Russian viee-consulat Enzeli 
without pay. “Tradesiaen in Buell are rhusng farther ee nS bet thts month 
{(a627] ‘ Qpe 
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Local newspapers 


Ae h emanate from the 


Russian consulate, 
translation of wl 


Azerbaijan, 

5, Operations against Simko.—No fighting bas taken place during the pat week. 
The ose ettnaiderin-chief is at Urumia discussing terms of poace with Seyed 
Taba, who has vome into Uruwia for the purpose, , The Persian Government is adopting 
ceaetory poliey towards the Kurds, and is willing to grant Sinko an amnesty oo 
Goniditions which vil guarantee his future good behaviour. 

Hone ee re of Simko’s chivf supporters, has surrendered himself to the 
Persian military authorities, Many Kurds ‘ho were recently Gghting on Simko’s, side 
eer earning, med to thelr homes, unmolested by the Government troops accordance 
With present conciliatory policy. ‘The commander-in-chief. howeses, intends to disarm 
Fare eyo, their chiefs have submitted, should the opportune moment arrive, 

cord 0 Porsian troops from th front arrived at Tabriz. on the 16th September. 
‘This Teaves about 5,000 in the Khoi-Salmas-Uruinia-Ushnu area. 

pear aa Abslillah Khan Tofe Tehran on the 20th September for Tabris take 
over foe! OF the. Bersian forces in Azerbaijan from General Amanullal Mirza. 
Oe oie resaled to ‘Tehran to resume his post as Chief of the Staff to the 
Persian army. 

ian 82107 lah Khan was accompanied by two ata oficers, General Seyed Agha 
Khan, and Ahmed Khan, Amir-i-Lasbkur. 

asa following short narrative of events during the period the 19th July to the 
th Septomber is given to amplify reports on operations given in previous ssuminaries :— 

At the beginning of the operations, on the Loth July, the Persian tops 
wore meathied’ {a soveral dotachments from the Maku district: in the north to 

Zao{bulak in the south, ‘There was no co-ordination, and, each detachment: was 

Fgnorantof the movements of the others; Simo might attack ‘and overwhelm them 
Apacately, ‘Thore was no definite plan of campaign, and the trcops in the sphere 
‘operations. wore isupplied with the ammunition, of which large Som Oe 
callable at ‘Tabriz: On the arrival of General Amanullah Mirza 0s ‘commander 
Trchtef these defects were remedied, and a concentration of  trogps was begun 
ac ake Urinnin whence an advance was to be mde into the Salman district, 
then occupied by Simko, and thence on to Chabirik, Simko's stronghold. ‘The 
transport sorvico was teorgatised and supplies of ammunition were Drought up 
from ‘Labriz. to the front, zs 
‘«Breparations wore completed by the Sth August. | 8,000 troops were 
Fone eT the north shore of the lake, and an advance was made. towards 
soa eg guns were mounted oo on6 of the boats on the Tale and covered the 
Tit taak of the force, Simke, with tlie bulk of his men, endeavoursd-to Opie 
the advance, and on the 9th August, at ap ss from Dilman, the 
‘Aiagh rygiment, called * Fay officer Yavar 
‘Ahinad Khan, was suddenly attucl ‘The main body of the 
troops moved up to their support and @ Kurds 
were routed with the loss of about, 250 killed. The 
Mico und six tnon killed and fifty officers and men wounded, 
he collapse of Simko’s defence 1s ascribed to tho effect produeed on the 
Kunde by the hand-geeundes and rmortars used ayninst them, the, Taek of ‘organisa 
Hann their forees, the confusion caused by foint attacks carried out op Hite 
tia eee he amin attack was driven home in che centre by the + Pahlavi’ 
Togiment, and the bombardment of the Kurdish right Mani by the two guns 
Togimenty ho boat on the lake, ‘The moral effect of the latter was eonsidernble, 
eke though brave fighter, ijgnorant of modern military tacties, and fy 
inregulat forces were naturally at a great disadvantage ‘when opposed by a properl 
equipped nd organised force, ‘The feint attacks on the flanks were made 
iniptessive by the discharge of a large quantity, of rockets, and the main attack 
imprest ered with the help of hand-grenades and mortars, of Russian make, with 
Me tie troope wero well expplied- 
toe trot, Mirza, the eonmanderin-chief, though young and inexperienced, 
showed mousiderible intelligence and ability in military matters, | He was for six 
‘years in the Cadet school at Petrograd and peaks Russian fluently. 


© Not printed. 
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“OF the Persian ired-Di 
eee ersinn generals, Bassir-ed-Di i ? 
aaa and is considered by far the foley Sea ee 


cers. Zafar-ed-Dowleh Sa he most capable and energetic of the tn 
since aud drving fice of Hue Divan "Me beam he a 
e : an, 
tho pick of thers Ree Tans (he only serious engagement of the campai 
“Guay! Thin oe eae te abla CERES 
officer, bore , under the command of Ali Shah Khun Sa 
Ghee bare the brunt of the fighting, They aro wel trained Bes Scan apne 
Cerne. te niantey, ae a whole, did wel, the cavalry: wore, moderate, oe 
orig culacaie oo onie lacie 'The whole was well supplied with 
Pep a Mere eid So oA US eas 
Salus Urns Qh and 28th August the Government troops eecupted Dil 
Garis atiSrenseen ‘Sardadh, Ushnw and Saojbata roe lloaritheat 
(righ ns orese Rapin ten ent OCH RULE 500 strong, 
was employed clearing : Surtip, operating trom its base : 
ee eens ge aauer ae aus THN eee Gee soe 
DORE a ee oes eae BIGHT Eaaoaiedl 
RE ee ee pya to ern yanoa) i captured ad 
‘The troops were exh: = eee Larieation and settian, (ee aie This 
Tho trope were exhaust, their shoot were ent to ples onthe mountain new 
DMabiGieaa baeuittiecrauneesaioe had run short, “Before thy ndvaice tovards 
He teappearance df Sinko with) some G00\Kinte ne niece 


caused au alteration in the plat i i 
Gree ee ns and Bassir-ed-Divan was ordered to move south. 


9, Ardebil—A consignment of $00 rifles wit 

! : f 800 rifles with ply iti 

to have been delivered to the Russian consulate Aree ay ae Meee ce 

eel ene Lenkoran and are being distributed by the, Russian ‘consul, 
to Shabeovan tribesmen of proRussan syinathien, nn SOME 


A second consignment of rifl ammunition is reported to have reached 
3c m les 


Karudagh from the Ca imi 
Karuagh fom the Canoasus, and to bo used fora similar purpose by M. Doumpis, the 


Tehran. 


10. The Persian Governmer X 
ut r mt has sent Colonel Salar Ni: 1 tf ssi 
Agors wth preci i Persian overomat Malapua keel eye tes 
ho his ee wganst the Greeks, Colonel, Salar Ni Tehran f 
Angors onthe 14th Sele, He edd, is mtr auntie Sagi 
seve with, the Turks against ies in 1915-16, He was rooently sen 
msn to Shiraz with Sau-ed-Doweh to mnke th peace between Seale aaa ona 


LL. Antiforeign propuyanda, for th 
atin j , for the most part anticBritish, i 
gesteulny in the press Broquent speches aguint the Beant veiba ade gi 
mo ritish articles are appearing daily. in the ewapapers, 


h are nearly all subsidi i 
EG as subsidised by the Russian Yegation, Examples are givon in 


12, The printers’ stril e 
the 1s Mg prato trike (oerense ht weeks summary, paragraph 17) ended on 


13, An anti-Jewish demonstration took place in Tehran on the 20th Si 


hich Ia i 
which Tasted four days. | Feeling ran. high, the movement being su stay 
raullahn Many, Jows were beaten, but no daatha have boon reports Pe Dew 
shops were close and no Jew dated to show himself in the area, ‘roo ete 
and 200 se) paroled the city in support. of tho l police. ‘Two EAR 
wre tel een os anioriean Minister to investigate the matter on the 
we mullahs made ¢} ing i 
dont ane le the following demands to the Prime Minister on the 

(a.) That the Jews must live to, i i 

0 ygether in one special 
(b.) That Jews are only to open shops and trade in Sear eens 


(c) That the Jews must i i 
at the Jena mat waa spl Lado on ther cites, hich wl show 


(d.) Jewish vr i istingui 
i) omen must not be veiled, to Senin them from Mussulman women, 


‘That in the Nazmieh (Poli i i 
wt inthe Nazi (Poe) au Ali (Jie) Doprtmenta, no forego 


* Not printed, 
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i by the 

E: ment has now calmed down, thanks to contre measures taken by the 

ioe and mili ities to prevent further disorders, Fe 

Pelee ae eeeeray ‘at Shiraz, arrived at Tehran ont als coer ae 

Me pethe. Bist September a epurier, named Boba pace teat topes 
Legation, ‘Tehran, with despatchos from | Mosoow. He sls 2 

containing Turkish liras and English notes, total value 10,0001. 


ra rganised in Ispaban, under the auspices of the 


i 3 peste a a 
aa, eaniee OE me aia octeen Feria oud Ruma, Thirty-to merchants 
asian c t 
the ety have joined the union, whose is Haji 
Gi wi ans left Tehran on ; 
CAN eae ‘at the Russian consulate in Ispahan, 


aren en Ra ees 
Hiose president is Haji ee ies 
He is a well- 
(a) Skripichin : tobe 
‘known singer. #9 
(6) Bkaterina Tvenoyna, Kouznetzova: 
“employed. Speaks French. 


not known in what capacity she is to be 


Mazanderan. 
18, Shumyatsk: 
agent. El 


comperial agents 0 
Persian merchants of the province an 


exief Valayef, a Georgian, to Mavanderan as a 
hag sent Aloxit YA to improve tro relations btweon the 
fhe proviveo and the Russian Foreign Trade ice 

3. NDE! ieutenant-Colonel, F 
M, SAUNDERS, Liewenant-Colondh 


Teliran, September 24, 1922. 





No, 158 
E 12260/6/34) ; 
Marquess Curzon of Kedteston—(Received 


ir P. Loraine to the 
ee November 8.) 


(No. ce) 

My Lord, : " S 
MY TOMHAVE tho honous, in the fit lac, 
cc ing copy of w note from the Bei 
weet tp tie serous represontation coataid in m 

subject of the anti-British press campaign, copy o! 

52 5th August. - Ke 
No ee ot eis snl September I callod on the Porian 
company swith the acting Oriental secretary, whom I wit 
wonversfrew bie Highness altontion in ie most etious, 
ayhich hind arisen iu view of the reeent rovival, by the. 4 
Forms of tho an-Britsh campaign in the orsian Drea, Te aa ce 

inv repeated ad rcuaeam, to wit thatthe British were responsible or the | EN 
aes An ‘Government troops in the Bakhtiari country 5 i 1 BEE eae. 
never fed the rebellion of Simko; that Belts ry ic y aes ear 
a ey tis independence of the few remaining Tslamic Powers, and to, cosihey 
it ae 18 all over the world; that Great Britain was otnny ee and 
Mos uy ef crery good Moslem, to resist, the British encroacienty, io 
Ae Ga le desis and to unio with their co-reigionats in, Mesopotanit, 1°00 
Gad Baypt in throwing off tho detested Brit ish eee agjution erate by these 

4 i reo7 ent 

i natory articles was, moreover, increase’ | y ; i 
Parrett for having expelled two minjtehids from Bagd: 


i y 5 ks previously T had been 
T reininded his Highness that only some Bae a a Me ev 


hhim @ most serious communicat wha od hin 
cat re a eh eta re ot 


i e el rding to law, 
Highnom 0 proces ain ee reappeacl, this Legation was farther acovsed 


1 as they is Leg Se aly 
essed them, and as soon as they re this being the case, [had act 
FERN emma hae sopereion, So fr fom are 


intel Out to his Hala aa by Freeda of the press was an unwise measure 


Tehran, September 27, 1922, 
to transmit to your Lordship the 
Government of the 26th August 
y note of the 22nd August on the: 

ich was enclosed in my despatch 


President of the Council in 
hed to be: a witness of the 


i ituation 
rious language to the situat 
ie most violent and reprehensible 
"The old nccusations were 


Fra country which was supposes 
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likely to recoil ou those who had enforced it, and Thad suggested that the’ iinposition 

of fines, on a graduated scale if the offence were repeated, would be a more proper 
and more efficacious method of dealing with the matter, As usual, my advieo had 
been disregarded, aud equally as usual the blame for what was an act. of authority 
appertaining to the Persian’ Government was foisted on to this Legation in the 
so-called organs of public opinion, aud the Government took uo stops to stato the true 
facts or to contradict the erroneous impression 

With regard to the alleged expulsion of two mujtehids from Trak, I had the same 
Teproach tomake. A fortnight previously I had placed his Highness in full possesion 
Of the facts of the case, namely, that the sons of two prominent and venerable ulema 
had been engaged in seditious propaganda, which gave the Government in whose 
territory they reside a perfect right to deport them. Sir P. Cox had, however, refrained 
from such a step, owing to feelings of consideration for relations of these high dignitaries 
of the Shia faith, but had brought the matter to the notice of the fathers who had 
themselves recommended their sons 10 make themselves. scarce for the time being. I 
had at the same time warned his Highness that the agitation, of which some indica: 
tions had already: reached mo, was likely to spread unless prompt measures were taken 
to check it, and I had urged him to wake use of the information which I had supplied 
to make the true facts of the case known, both generally and in influential religious 
quarters: I deplored the fact that no steps had been taken in this senso, that the 
garbled story of their expulsion had. remained without contradiction, and pointed out 
that, as usual, we were the sufferers for the failure of the Persian Government to act up 
to its. proper responsibilities I added that I was profoundly dissatisfied with the 
sitnation, and that unless effective stops were taken to check tho agitation and make 
Known the true facts of the case I must hold the Persian Govermuient responsible for 
amy possible consequences. The action of the British authorities concerned, I added, 
had been perfectly straightforward. I had explained its nature to the Persian 
Government, but misconstruction of the circumstances and of British motives in the 
matter were allowed to be published broadcast, without correction, and at a tine when 
religious feelings were easly aroused, 

His Highness rominded me of the two occasions on which he ‘hud asked me to 
intervene with Sir Perey Cox in order to secure permission for the two divinos to, 
return to Irak, subject to their promise to behave thenselves properly, and enquired 
whether it was not possible to overcome the High Commissioner's objection to this 
Proposal, as such a step would immediately remove causes of possible complaint. I 
replied that the suggestion had buen duly’ communicated to Sit Perey Cox, and that 
although he would Inter on permit the divines to return, he was unable to give them 
permission to do so for the time being. I reminded Kawam-es-Sultanch that owing to 
the resignation of the Arab Goverment and to the illness of King Feisal, Sir Poroy 
Cox hiad been obliged to assume himself control of the situation in Irak; that theres 
fore he was temporarily responsible for the preseivation of order, and his opinion in 
regard to the desirability of these divines' return to Persia must be regarded as final, 
Kawam-es-Sultanch appeared to recognise the justice of this remark, and enquired 
whether [could suggest any step. After some discussion he undertook to use his own 
influence with the principal Tehran mujtehids ina moderating sense, and it was agreed 
that I should write him a letter explaining the whole circumstances with a viow to 
publication inthe ‘Tehran pross, which hy undertook to arinngo,, They Teavo to encloxe 
werewith a translation of that letter, which has since been published. 

After settling this point I roverted to th general question of the press, 1 
reminded his Highness that, at his special entreaty, I had withdrawn my demand for 
the publication of a communiqué by the Persian Government reprobating these 
scurrilous articles, and dissociating the Government altogether from the sentiments 
therein expressed ; in acquainting him with this decision T had expressed a hope that 1 
should never find myself under the unfortunate necessity of reviving the demand, 
‘his hope had been belied, and in an incredibly short spnce of time ; I now felt myself 
conipelled to invite his Highness either to make a published statement on behalf of the 
Government in the Medjliss or to publish communiqué, of the nature previously 
suggested, in the press. His Highness preferred the lastnamed alternative, and 
expressed his personal condemnation of these mischievous and irresponsible writings. 
At my further request he undertook to submit to me the text of the proposed 
commiuniqaé before its publication. I have had to use a little extra pressure to keep 
his Highness up to the mark, but on the evening of the 27th September 1 was brought 
the draft communiqué, of which a translation is enclosed herein, and I conoutred in 
its tenor, 
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between the two Gorerminents, which is much appreciated by me, Having this intontion 
T cannot but: express my regret for what has happened and which is the result of the 
inefficiency of the laws dealing with such matters, 

With regard to your statements that since I resummed office the tone of the press 
‘has become more bitter and more hostile, I think it better to refer you to your own 
information andileayo it to your own judgment, If you refer to provious newspapers 
you will admit that the tone of the press has been more violent and more virulent: 
before and that after the formation of my Cabinet it has become more moderate. On 
‘ne or two occasions when the papers published articles contrary to my declaration, as 
You are aware, they were restrained. Measures have not so far been taken against 
“Shafagh Sorkh” for its article in its issue No. 6( ), because I was expecting the law 
for prosecution of the press, which had been submitted by me to the Medjliss some time: 
ago, would be soon passed and fully applied to the paper in question, 

As it appears that, on account of the Mobiarrom holiday, my expectation may not be 
Tealised soon, and as I wish to give satisfaction to your Excellency, I, after perusal of 
your letter under reply, issued orders for the suppression of the paper in question, . 
Accoriing to the declaration above referred to, the Government has only the tight of 
suppressing the papers. I have also issued orders that care should be taken about the 
whole of the press so that this attitude may not be adopted again, and that should 
1 be adopted, the contents of my declaration of the 29th and SOth Jowan will be 
applied. 

T trust you will accept the expression of my singere feelin, 
maintenance of tho friendehip, and you may be assured. that, 1° 
every effort for that object. 
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Enelosure 2 in No. 158. 
Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultanch, 


Your Highness, F Telran, September 24, 1922, 

MY attention has been drawn during the past week to various nowspapor articles 
attacking my Government and its representatives’ in Irak for the so-called expulsion of 
to young men, the sons of two mujtohids of high standing’ and honour in Trak. 

have enquired minutely into this matter, and I am glad to be ablo to refute 
eategorically the statements contained in those articles, statements which, in the light 
of the result of my enquiries, Team only imagine to hayo boon made with the object 
of trying to break those happy bonds of concord which have existed for centuries 
Dotween Islam aud Great Britain, and in particular to cause a stato of irritation betweon 
the peoples of Persia and Great Britain 

His Excellency the High Commissioner in Irak informs me that the two young 
men in question were deeply engaged in seditious intrigue against the Government of 
Trak, into which they had no doubt been drawn by specious’ and mischievous agitators 
who took advantage of their inexperience: when the plot. was disclosed, instead of 
dealing with these young men, as every Government has a right to deal with persons 
engaged in such agitation, the High Commissioner referred the whole matter to the 
fathers of the two young men concorned, and asked for their co-operation in dealing 
with their sons. ‘This action of the High Commissioner was dictated solely by reason 
of the great respect and friendship which he had for these religious leaders, whom ho 
was very loath to offend by taking any action against thoir sons without firstly 
acquainting the fathers themselves with the circumstancos and trying by all 
his power to preserve their honour and dignity. 

Teed hardly say that the two venerable mujtehids tendered their sincerest thanks 
to the High Commissioner for his friendly and conciliatory attitude, and informed him 
that they had persuaded their sons to go for a holiday to Persia, and requested him to 
make the necessary: arrangements so that their sons might leave thé next day. ‘Tho 
High Commissioner complied with their request, and tho two young men leh quite 
freely and were publicly seen off by their friends at the station, 

Your Highness will see that the Trak authorities purely and| simply co-operated 
with the parents of the young men in question in this matier, and: there aras no 
question of forcible expulsion. Indeed, the authorities could not have acted in a moro 
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Sardar Muktadir, his older brother Kasin Khan, Sardar Nasir and his younger brother 
Hussein Khan, Salar Zafar, thereupon took over the leadership of the tribe, and yery 
soon under their wise guidance and leadership it, recovered its old position and prestige, 
‘The Sanjabis have a tribal reputation for bravery which is unsurpassed in all Persian 
Kurdistan, and in 1915, when the Turkish armies crossed over into Persia, the 
Sanjabis under Sardar Muktadir resisted the inroads of the Turks with all) their might, 
For some time they were successful, but in the end hopelessly outnumbered, they 
ete foresd to give way, and Sardar Muktedir was comple to sosk safbty in 
ight. 
__, Although he disliked the Russians intensely, he would have been willing to throw 
in his lot with them, but their treatment in general of the Kurdish tribes caused hin 
to hesitate and he finally desided to remain neutral and lot Russian and ‘Turk fight 
lone. 

After the fall of Bagdad, und the disappearance of the Turks from his country, he 
was peacefully engaged in reorganising his tribe, ‘The enemy had, however, left behind 
them in Western Persia agents and informers who were scattered about the country 
and ever giving information of the movements of Russian and British troops, 

Some of these enemy agents took refuge with Sardar Muktadir onthe approach 
of the Brith troops advancing northwards from Bagdad, nd became subsequently the 
cause of trouble. [t was fiually decided to try and persuade Surdar Muktadir to hand 
them over, but this he stoutly refused to do, not on the score of hostility towards us, 
but on the plea that tribal custom strictly forbade giving up a refiiges to the enemy, 
As it_was essentially necessary. to get’ rid of these spies it was resolved to sond 
a punitive force against Sardar Mluktadir, In April 1918 British aeroplanes, supported 
by a small force and strengthened by the friendly Kalhors and the tribesmen of 
Sardar Rashid Kundistani, advanced against the Sanjabis and caught them on the way 
to their summer quarters. ‘Terrible havoo was wrought amongst them, and they were 
entirely broken and dispersed, Sardar Muktadir fled, and his elder ‘brother, Sardar 
Nasir, was taken prisoner and sent as a hostage to Bagdad, The tribe submitted, and 
tinew chief, Arisuullaby Khan, was proclaimed. Tha following’ yeat'Sardar Nasitwns 
allowed to go back to the tribe as ebief, and his two brothors came tb Tolan where 
they, were detained. 

‘These two chiefs in Tehran had long since found their forcible detention in the 
capital irksoine, and Thad foreseen that the day was not far distant when there would 
be no further rewou for prolonging their retention. 

His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah was equally alive to that fact, and taking 
auto consideration the. circumstances under which they had’ been compelled to leave 
I preferred that, when the Persian Goverament finally did allow them to go back, the 
chiefs should acquire the impression that this Legation had boon instrumental in their 
release, 

His Majosty’s consul at Kermanshah made eortain suggestions in this connention 
in his despatch No. 14 of the 5th Juno, copy of which, together with copy of my reply, 
Thave the honour to enclose herein, 

On the 15th July His Majesty's consul at Kermansheh addressed a further 
despatch to me on the subject, No. 28 of the 15th July, copy of which I have tho 
honour to transmit herewith, and I was awaiting the arrival of Salar Ashraf, which 
was delayed by certain circumstances in Kermanshab, when I heard! that the Persian 
Government had finally decided to allow the two chiefs to roturn forthwith, ‘The 
Minister of War was the primo mover in this, and took certain undertakings trom the 
chiefs as regards future conduct aud residence, and they were allowed to depart, 

Although the Legation was deprived of a certain amount of oredit for their release 
the two chiets seem to harbonr no ill-feelings. against the British and: appoar to be 
willing to lat bygones be bygones, Tamm talling is Majesty's coneul at Kermanshah 
that, should he find it opportune, he may inform the two chiefs that I ain not offended 
at their precipitate departure after so long a separation without a farewell, that I was 
of opinion that the best servico Lcould render as regards thoir return was to remain 
aside, and that s0 long as they kept the tribe united in loyalty to the Porsian Govern- 
ment and at peace with all its neighbours they can count’on the goodwill of His 
Majesty's Government, 

Thavo, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 159. 
Consul Cowan to Sir P. Loraine. 


i Kermanshah, August 28, 1922. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 28 of the 15th July, I have the honour to 
inform you. that Salar Ashraf left for Tehran early on the 15th August with the 
intention of arranging the affairs of the Sanjabi chiefs with His Majesty’s Legation, 
Between Asadabad and Hamadan, however, he met a motor ear containing the two 
chiefs, so he returned with them to Kermanshah, where they arrived early on the 
17th and were the guests of Amir Kull, 

Tould not, of course, call on them, but sent my heid munshi to see them and find 
out hiow their release had come about. Tt seems that, the Minister of War, who for 
some time had been on bad terme with the chiefs, suddenly changed his attitude and 
seut for them, but it was only with the greatest difficulty that he persuaded them to 
go tohin, He then informed them that he would release them immediately and pay 
theirexponses to Kermanshah, for which headvanced them 1,000 tomans. | He insisted on 
their departure being kept strietly secret, even from their most intimate friends, and made 
then prpmise to remember that they were Persians and should not be too frieudly with 
either British or Russians, though they were not to be hostile to them. They left 
Tehran. on the 10th or 11th August, and certain people here expected them on the 
13th, ‘The Russian consulate here knew of their departure from Tebran, and during 
the whole of the 13th my, house was closely invested by Russian spies. 

Mie acting Russian consul called on them and they returned his ell, but the visits 
were very short and formal, ‘Three days after their wrrival Sardar Muktadir left’ to 
join the ‘tribe, but Salar Zafar has taken a house in town and is staying here for the 
Present. Imet him in the house of Kavam-ul-Ulema, the Rais.i-Aukaf, apparently by 
Chance, but really believe by agreement. He was decidedly friendly, but asked me 
tokeop ourmecting seeret, Two days’ later, however, he called on me openly with Salar 
‘Nshrat and I returned his call next day. At this last interview, which lasted two 
hours, we were alone and conversation was freer, Salar Zafar stated that he and Sardar 
Muktadir were fully aware of and pleased with my friendship with Sardar Naser, with 
‘whom they were i complete accord, and. to-whom they Wold th rely sub- 
Ordinate,” He also thanked me for the efforts I had made for their release, aud added 
that their chiof reason for not going to His Majesty's Legation was, that they wished to 
retain thle independence aid rotien unconditionally, Now that they had returned 
unconditionally they were prepared to be our friends and consider our interests. 
Tndegd, he advuitted that they must do this ws thoir winter quarters are in Trak. 
‘Another reason he gave for not going to the Levation was that Nosret-ud-Dowleb, who 
ia thoir bitter enemy, would hear of it immediately and prevent their return. He then 
said that Sardar Muktadir was anxious to meet me, but would not bo in town for some 
time, and asked me to go out to Sarab-i-Nilufar to seo him, T objected on the nominal 
ground that T did not want to give a political odour to our best sbipe marsh. | My real 
Teason, however, was that to go there would be tantamount to paying first call on 
Sardar Muktadir, It-was finally atranged that we should meet at Chasbrach Safid, a 
Village belonging to my second munshi, about 4 miles from Kermanshab, and this 
incoting, which was ih no way secret, took plice yesterday, 

Sardar Muktadit was most cordial. He said he was ready to let bygones be 
bygones, though he showed great bitterness against Colonel Kennion, who, he said, had 
acted hastily tiider the influence of evil counsellors, (his, I may say, coincides with 
the opinion of many of our most sensible friends hore.) He renewed the professions of 
friendship given by Salar Zafar, and confirmed his statement that in everything they 
would act in conformity with Sardar Naser. After a very long and extremely friendly 
talk, I pointed out to him that you must be somewbat perturbed at their sudden 
Sianppesrancy from Tehran wilt theie having even paid you « farewell call, and 
asked him what assurances Fcould seud you. He then solemaly gave me his word of 
honour that he and his brothers would do nothing to create disturbances on the road, 
rior would they oppose British interests As the other conditions we had proposed 
‘affect Persian rather than British interests I did not raise them, especially as T have a 
very shrewd suspicion that the brothers intend to interfere, peacefully if possible, in the 
ails of other tribes, and that nothing will stop them. I expect, however, to find out 
more on this subject rom Salar Zafar, who, think, is anxious to discuss certain points 
Of ibwith me, Sardar Muktadir, moreover, informed me that he hoped and expected 
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Rect Consul Cowan to Sir P. Loraine, 


Sir, 

Kermanslah, July 18, 1922 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 159. 


Sir P. Loraine to Conmil Cowan. 
(No. 25.) 
Sir, Tehran, June 29, 1922. 

I AGREE in principle with the proposals put forward in your despatch No. 14 
of the 5th instant regarding the return of Salar Zafar and Sardar Muktadir to 
Rermanshah, 

"You will, however, be aware that Sardar Muktadir, who is somewhat irresponsible, 
hha been indulging his anti-British sentiments in the press. Salar Zafar is not person- 
ally known to the Legation, but is not known to have given play to such sentiments 
SO oe ee tion thie it would. bo advisable. to leave Solar Zafar in no 
doubt as to the motive force of the movement for his return, and for this purpose T 
shall be glad if you will tuke® suitable opportunity to suggest to Sardar Naser that 
Salar Zafir should call at the Legation as soon as possible. 

*" Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 15 


Consul Cowan to Sir P. Loraine. 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Kermanshal, 19122. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that yesterday [had an interview at Sarab-i- 
Nilufar with Sardar Naser Sanjabi and Rashid-us-Saltanch Kalkhani, ‘They had 
themselves asked for this meeting in order to discuss and ask my advice on certain 
matters. 

ardar Nasor again raised the question of the return of his brothers, I told him 
that in viow of Salar Zafur's articles in the Tehran press [had refrained from pressing 
tho matter, and asked him if those articles were not sufficient proof for him of the 
dangerous opinions hield by his brothers, He said he was not convinced yet, and that 
he desired their retuin, but under our auspices. He remarked, with a god deal of 
truth, that they might be released unconditionally by an anti-British Cabinet, and then 
neither he nor ourselves would have auy, control over them. He finally made the 
proposal that His Majesty's Legation should suggest to the Persian Government’ thit 
Salar Zafar should be sent tor a short time to Kermanshah, ‘There he would be met: by 
Sardar Naser, who would see to it that he should not leave the town, and would discuss 
with him and with me the conditions of his return and that of Sardar Muktadir, Tf an 
Inrangemont should be made, Salar Zafar would return to Tebran and get Sardar 
Muktadit to comply with the conditions, If the negotiations fell through, Sardar 
Nisor bound himself to send Salar Zafar backe to Tehran 

T told Sardar Naser that I doubted it the Persian Government would agree to this 
proposal, but promised to submit it to you, Tn my opinion the experiment is worth 
fiying. "IP it succeeds we sball havo obliged a powerful and friendly tbe and gained 
over Sardar Muktadir, who is a dangerous enemy, [fit fails, it should finally convince 
Sardar Naser of the hopelessness of trying to come to terms with his brothers. I do 
not sue that apy haem ean come of if, as Sardar Naser has, promised to send Salar 
Safar back to Teh.an, and he is @ man of his word. If, however, the proposal is 
rejected, there is a danger of the tribe becoming discontented and getting out of hand. 

‘The Sanjabis are now the most powarful tribe in the Kermanshahprovinee, and 
axe cutirely pro-British. Their government may be described ns a constitutional 
monarchy, as the authority of the chief is limited by the opinion of the Kadkhudas, 
‘and the present opinion of the Kadkhudas is entirely in our favour, so much so that we 
fan direst their general poliey. T told Sardar Naser that our two objects were to keep 
the road open aiid the tribes loyal to the Persian Government, and that if he secured 
these two objects 60. far ns his own tribe and his ‘allies were concerned, we should be 
satisfied, He promised to secure them. 

‘At the resquest. of Shibab-ud-Dowleb, I asked Sardar Naser about his relations with 
Sardar Rashid. He replied that they were friendly, but not deeply so, and that Sardar 
Tashid’s good relations with his neighbours depended entirely on the Sanjabis, 0s 
nobody really trusts Sardar Rashid. I asked him what he would do if the Persian 
Goverment took action against Sardar Rashid, and he said that he would never oppose 
th Government forces. [gathered from his manner that his present friendship with 
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Sardar Rashid is of 

a purely temporary nature is i 
conversion which my duns lnd With he Keditdae 
ae ihe rey Halklianis of Rashi ud-Saltaneh are now guarding the road 
Aaiition th seston Surmil Palak ahd hate aditeed ood ree een ot 
prone te cee bathe Rais -Amnieh about it ss Seas Cases 

h these tribes are strongly anti-Russ i i 
Kop me infomed i the Ruian ssl ies Duiaiios Catan eee 
tatopel soa gue apt weet piel to Sho, hom hey per 
and wis nothing to do with his movement, 
‘one nn poms jaune the increased eae EAS Sanjabis 
to the tact handling of their affis in Trak by the authori share eae ee 
Thave, bo 
N. PATRICK COWAN, 


impression is confirined by 





(E 12262/6/24) No. 160, 

Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received November 8,) 
(No. 606) 
My Lord, 


T HAVE the honour to inform y 
Ahn oficial rseption, I fal ie nommbaty to race tg 


a Sead 28,1922, 
ho Prime Minister: yesterday 
: tit necessary to draw his attention to farther object 
aril which il appeared inthe. pre oven sine ov las Intervie, ae af whieh 
Tre ntunlly ieitomnts to acta of violeos or intimidation against the, British. 1 
Urged is Highvoss to sven the publication of the communiqué which had. been 
Bete ate a rview and to see the press law. through the Medjliss 4 
rail dare oe Thee va todo former, and told me that he had spent a 
ro ‘ha tanh et iG the press law, and hoped that it would be 
we en told his Highness that I wish 
difficulty of transicting “business with ese rk 
attention 40 certain specific cases where 1 
produce any satisfactory result, and sometimes no result a i 
x in 10 result at all. I mentione i y 
that it was Frequently nessmry for me to write for tines tothe Prin Havel 
der to secure a reply of any sort: fo a particular communication, Hf 


1. Urmia Lake Navigation —1 had heen w 
of my arrival, and, in spite of his, Highness own 
reached, ‘The matter brooked no further delay. 

_ 2 Tariff. This had likewise beot a matter: 
weighty clatacter, Some six weeks ayo the Persia 


(a.) has eeorruies she seis in ote fate ‘ial tariff on the northern and 
ay apttsatititory and eralouar en Bice aaNet 
(b) bat oui emteta ts His Majesty's Uepation tho proposals which i 
the subject might be reached with His Majors Conor nan eee 


T still awaited communicatior hese tw 
extreme importance and ury rea ae 
8, Export of Rupees 
been made on this subjeo 
both to Persia and to Brit 
failed to give 


peak to him seriously about. the 
n Government, and to draw his 
Wy Tepeated representations had failed to 


ig to him practically since the day 
promises, no settlement had been 


repeated repre ttios of the most 


fovernment had informed me— 


points, and the matter was ons of 


account, 


H d by the 
5. Telegraph Question.—When his Highness’s Cabinet 
told the Minister ot Posts and ‘Telagraphs, who was an old Tn ieee 
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ring, that, as soon as he was able to read up his papers, Tas prepared to negotiate 
With, himon. all outstanding questions, and was convinced that there would be no 
YitTeuley, assutning a reasonable spirit on the Persian side, in coming to a rapid and 
satisfictory settlement, 1 furthermore requested Kawam-es-Sultanch bimeslt to 
sMthoise “Wahid-ul-Mulk, to conduct such a negotiation on behalf of the Persian 
Government, ‘That was in June; but Thad since received no communication of any 
sort on the subject, nor had Wahid-ul-Mulk made any attempt to see me. 

G. Kushgat and Kashhuli Agreoments.—These were the agreements concluded by 
the Anglo: Persian Oil Compuny with a view to the development of their operations in 

fy was at the request of the Persian Government that they hnd been referred to 
‘Tehran for ratification. Full explanations on all the points of detail raised by the 
Persian Government had been given to the competent Persian authorities by myself, 
the Oriental secretary, Sir Arnold Wilson, Dr. Young and Mr, Fairley, but aa yet the 
fgreoments bail not been ratified, ‘This matter likewise demanded immediato attention; 

1 Shiras Sowar'--Tt was impossible to waive the ‘claim for compensation whieh T 
had pat in, ‘The sowar had been wounded when on duty within the precincts of & 
cuustilat catablishment which it was the special and international duty of the Persian 
Government to protect, I had some time proviously: given his Highness privately to 
Tnueratand that’ so long as the Persian Government recognised their duty to, grant 
Compensation, Teshould not, in view of the present penury, be uncompromising as 
outs the precise sum whih had been demanded ; nevertheless, no further reply, and 
stil less any payment, had been received from the Persian Government. 

8, Situation of Lrakis in Porsia.—he Persian Government, very foolishly to my 
mind, had refused the modus vivendi in this respect, which I had proposed to them in 
consultation with Sir Perey Cox, 

"The Persian Govermaent, however, must clearly understand that, pending the 
regulation of the international stacus of Trak and the appointment by the State of, Tale 
of acoredited representati ies, His Majesty's Government could not 
‘abandon the duty laid upon the i peston with regard to the Arab Govern- 
trant—the protection abroad of Trakis—and that the instructions by which British 
sietlar offers in Persia were directed to exert theit good offices must be maintained. 
Unfortunately Thad information that Trakis in the Kermanshaby Provines were bein 
naltvoated by the military authorities, and that the protests of His Majesty's consul 
preset uuheeded, I therefore desired his Highness to put an end to this unsatistuetory 
stato of affnirs. 

‘0, Mias Uctey's Salary.—Speaking from memory, I believed that this salary, which 
was chatyeable to, the Pergian Governm’ at's part of the budget of the Imperial 
Hospital, had remained unpaid for two and a hall years, and things had come to such a 
point that, in order to, enable, Miss Oxley to live I ind been obliged personally to 
Fuurantes er overdraft, on the Tmperial Bahk of Persia, A more unsatisfactory 
Situation could Lardly be imagined. 


His Highness took note in writing of these various subjects, and promised then 
his immediate attention. I cannot feel very sanguine that any serious resulte, will 
tiauer but I sball lose no opportunity of urging them on the further attention of the 
Persian Government. 

Your Lotdship will no doubt seo in the present despatch: fresh w of the 
remarkable difficulties of obtaining any sottlement of even the most ordinary questions 


from that institution. 
Thave, & 
P, LORAINE, 





fe 12969 /286/94) No. 161. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced November 8.) 
(No. 607. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, September 30, 19: 

{HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. $9 for the week ending the s0th September, 1922, compiled by the 


military attaché to this Legation. 
T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


a 


Enclosure in No, 161. 


Intelligence 81 
Bearer.) 7M AMgenee Summary No. 39 for Week ending September'30, 1922, 


Gilan. 


1. NO collision 
past heake, “sion between rebels and Government troop has taken plaoo during the 


2. The Kazvin Infantry 


2 iment, 
are ali Eegiment sGttength 400, has been ordered to return to 


om Rea by te Mit _ It is reported that this regiment will 
Bosiet ion ne eos their departure the strength or Parson 


3. The local press in Resht publi 

the 2yZhe local press in. Resht publishes diily.offonsive anti 

ea aug bei in receipt of subsites fom. the Busian 
4. The Russian “Radio” i 

German ar asian Radio” at Engali has announced the departure. of 

ree cap eae the ““Asini.” for the Caspian front tho Balio inthe, 


5. Shukrillah Zadeh, at one ti 
pels 1 Zadeh, at one time the director of the &: 
in Tis and afterwards fora tine on the staf of the Game He aban 
speetacle, speaks witive tush ee hee Re sre rs ih a 
: cals wit knows Russian and a lit is 
zeli under instructions from Apin, the Russian. Tatas ae 
tary attaché, 


He is to be chief of count i 
it ter-espior Engeli in 

‘f ui pi at Engeli and fi 
Sapa Septem Description: student of Messe Onion ey aan 
Frovch, Russian, ersinn ; 23 years, short, thin, sall fot all 
Be etna weal pgp acne mes wl 


British propaganda, 
consul, Dae 


Azerbaijan, 


7, Operations against. Sim i 

. against Simko.—Nogotiati i 

Grain Betws the Pein Commander isehiat aad the Rarigh Beane ue 8 
ae CLA port was reseed on the 25nd Soptombop that, Shahvovans hd 
had cocupied tho heights above Mianch, and Tuskuuuchal tage ea eng a 
tn cocupte the heights above Miaieh and ‘Turkmanchai threatening th. trafie on 
ere finistor wired on the 24th Septouber to tho alles eomnandin 
Zin, EREIS: ly, and to the offer commanding mute Srna 
aoa 200 infantry, te soeure tho sufsty of the road, which ems his anain Thu’ ot 


Caucasus. 


9 Moorea mltaty activity a reported in the Chas 
Ron ce ee alioe tamed Wal oman, who arrived at Knveli on tho 26th 
to nnappoet the Ranke at eussian Army Corps from’ the Caucasus are on thelr may 


that a number of tanks have recently arived at Ti ot °Y BBO He reports 


10, A casual recent! fr 

and ml tall about cee ee haha 

with all other Mussulman nati 

the Weetsta Potions 
1. Baku.—Military manwuvees took 


ra 7 bts y 
Visitors from Moscow distributed presents to tl aes teapot 


ports that there is i 
for the Museulmans of the Caueunis to onchnnns 


the world to support the Pan-Lslamie es again 


Tehran. 


12, With: reforonce to. paragraph 
ps ra i 
Dropigand continue 8 stngly as eer in Ural aS aE 
}. With reference to D ell 
the 17th Soptomtetence £0 Baragraph 16_of my Tnteligenca Summary No. 97, dated 


17 ‘i in th is stil 
Russian and Kemalist agents and by tho mull, tue two dees oar need 
otra 


reached Teh 
Teal Tels yesterday and were met at the entrance to the ety bya deputati 
moliahy qotables and a large erowd of syipthisers, Enemy agchtal ure akg the 
in propaganda purposes, i 
ay 





218 


14, A photograph of Mustapha Kemal was exhibited in one of the chief mosque 
in the eity'on the 29rd September. ‘The photo was decorated and surrounded. with 
Tights, 1y-was later earried in procession through the bazaar to the big: square is the 
gate of the town and thence to the house of Sheikh Abdul Rahim Kashi, who had 
Gelivered a speech in the mosque praising Mustapha Kemal. ; 

Te A edlegram of congratulation signed by the leading twelve mullahs in Tehran 
‘was sent to Mustapha Kemal on the 25th September. 

TO rThe Armenian Soviet Minister, Leon Sarkissian, in conversation with « 
representative of the Armenian Democratic Party in Tebran on the 22nd September, 
stated : 

‘The aim of the Russian Legation during the next three months is to 
orgauiae an armed demonstration by Persians against, Buropeans, Shumyata 
Gonsiders that the spirit of the Persian Revolutionary Party is not very strong, 
find he hopes to urge them to greater efforts through the mullahs.” 


17, The War Minister wired to His Majesty thé Shah on the 24th September 
saying, that His Majesty's early return to Persia w essential. 

Ma On the 16th September a deputation of Mussulman members of the Cancasian 
community in, Tehran visited the Turkish Chargé d'Affaires, Nizhat, Bey. to 
Congratulate him on the Kemalist successes against the Greeks. Nizhat Bey in the 
course of conversation stated that — 

(a) Tn a wosk’s time he would have direct telegraphic communication with 

Angora from Tehran, 
.) Events in Asia Minor are reacting strongly on the Caucasus, 

2) Great events are expected shortly in Persia, 

i} ‘The. political views of Emir Feisal, who was strongly Anglophile, have 
hinged, and that the supporters of the national movement: in Trak: is 
gaining the day, i 


Nizhat Boy added that it is not truo that Enver Pasha has been killed, 

19, Shamyateki bas received instructions from Moscow that his expenditure on 
the pay of the officials in hin Legation is not to exceed 10,000 tomuns (2,0001.) monthly, 
nd’ that expenditure on political propaganda (exclusive of the press bureau) ia not to 


‘exceed 30,000 tomans (6,0001.) monthly, 
0, Sinimyataki is dissatisfied with the work done by his military attaché, Apin, 


‘and has telegraphed to Moscow to have him relieved, 


Mazanderan. 
21, Banday=i-Gas.—The Russian vieo-conmilate at Bandar-i-Gaz lias been closed 
fainee the 20th September, ‘The vice-consul, Gafar Zadeh, has left for 


2, On the 26th September Skumyatski sent 30,000 tomans (6,001) in silver to 
Bvotol, the Russian consul at Kerman, ‘The money was sent by motor from Tehran 


in charge of a Red army soldier, named Korot 
M. SAUNDERS, Liewenant-Colonel, 
British Military ‘Attaché. 


‘Tehran, September 30, 1922. 





[1B 12599/3757/24) No, 162. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


ee Most Confidential.) 
(Telegraphiec.) Foreign Office, November 10, 1922. 
ALY telegram No, 289 of 25th September: Wireless 

We are given to understand that Indo-European Telegraph Company would be 
prepared to erect, without any expense falling on Persian Government, wireless station 
at Tehran. 

‘Have French negotiations regarding wireless been settled one way or the other ? 


219, 


Can you confit whi rf q 
ce rt ee reached us that Imperial Bank of Persia and 
e cotld not at: this stage, after making representations to Mareoni 
Indo-European Telegraph Company in ancien ieeren pene 
ni securing concession we could consider the matter. f g 


_ Willingness of telegraph company reaches us th i i 
Pasion your rerly, wes ovale noacecd woh EE ees ee 





[E 12510/3757/34) No. 163, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 12.) 
ibe 4 
elegea ie.) re 
Ree ane ___ Lehvan, November 11, 1922 
eae ec (Limited) applied to Persian’ Govern- 
__ Director has asked me for details of French offer (and I am giving hi i 
ita summarise in my telegram No, 840,09 be ta lnreed om dane eerie 
ae legraphs that Bren, German and Imperial Bank of Prsit’s proposals are dar 
fe also requested general information, but I was i 
company’s representatives in London had better discuss ante See dats oe 
‘Company must, in his opinion, have a wireless competitor to cut ite rates, 





(18 12856/3767/84) No, 164, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 1A.) 
ne 412. 


Telegraphic.) 
TOUR tolegran No, 284, 
Se my telegram No, 411 
foyaunwer tol Tinperial Bank: of Persia's, proptealyot\ indicating) s8jeak 
progzoe in Modjo with Frouah propia eee peas Gains omer ae 


le. An Indo-Ruropean Telegraph C F bate 
SET tte gs Company offer to erect station gratis might 


__. Presvar project of Indo-European Telegraph Company was a sor i 
i oaeians creeeeacoara acne islet aM ga ee PAS 


Tehran, November 13, 1922. 





[B 12714/6/34] No. 165. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 15,) 


ie.) Teran Ni 
OUR telegram No. 164 and Government of India's laegante seas 
Prime Minister is being questioned in Modjliss regarding British troops in Gulf 
and has sent me offical note announcing organisation of adequate Persian forco at 
Bushire, and requesting our withdravval from southern port, ahs 
T have explained orally to his Highness that moment has nob 
pan eoe held si oN eventual withdrawal wherewith to silence his eri 
fave you any objection to statement by me i li 
ese a yy mo to Persian Government on linvs of mny 
(Gent to Tndin j repeated to Bushire, No. 269.) 


come, but he 





[9627] 
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{8 12715/6/24) No. 166. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 15.) 
(No. 416.) 


Pelegraphic.) R, Teiran, November 14, 1922. 
Corer Mj Government will willingly consider question of withdrawal when 
Persian Government have a force there suffiient for ordinary protection and security, 
Dut. present information is to the effect, that these conditions have not yet been, 
filled. His. Majesty's Government, would gladly be relieved, of expense of 
maintaining these forces whenever they can be withdrawn without any evil 
consequences, 

(Sent to India.) 

















[B 12542/1076/34) eh 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

ne Aaa Foreign Office, November 15, 192 
‘OUR telegrams Nos. 407 and 409 of 8th November : ‘Simko. 
Sir P. Cox has been instructed to have no dealings with Simko. 





(ie 12716/6/84) No, 168. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (eleran), 


(No, 287.) " + - 
° Foreign Oice, November 16, 1922. 
Trig na Nos, 415 and 416 of 14th November: British troops in Persian 


ee iy pert of Prin Government pole te 
10) sition of Great fain in Persia. pe 
rove itae tarda Sheikh of Mohammerab, Bakhtiari i 
dictated by the Bolsheviks, ; 

His Majesty's Government have found it necessary to in Southern 
Poysi at various times sine 1850 for the protection of British interests, in view of the 
fala of the Porsian Government to maintain that degree of public order which every 
civilised Government elsewhere deoms it to be first duty to secure, € 

THis Majesty's Government would weleome the creation of a Persian foes capable 
of restoring, attl preserving order ‘nd protecting foreign life and property in the 
Persian Gulf, Whon this has been done with a reasonable prospest of permanence, we 
ye nwidy ab once to enter into negotiations with w view to the withdrayal of 
I garrione as distinct from consular guards, detention of which depends upon 
ircumstances 





iey to weaken by all means in their 
also’ manifested in their 
ns, &e,, and is doubtless 


















aa ouaue objection to substitution of communication in the above sense for the 


one De \) 





ypeated to India.) 


(R 


[IE 12827/96/65) No, 169. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 17.) 











tig sr) ‘Teliran, November 16, 1922. 
MALY telegram No, 409, 
Following from consul-genoral, Tspahan :— ee ee 
“ War told me he had fresh news of troubles at: Rowanduz since he 
snadlnister ot Yan ropeated his orders to Persian tribes to keop abwolutoly neutral, 
ar fore High Commiesioner to give similar instructions to avoid interference, with 
Persians.” 
(Repeated to Bagdad.) 

































( 12815/7/34] No. 170, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston— 
(No. 419. Confidential.) 


(Telegraphic,) 
iy telegram No, 353, 


(Received November 17.) 


Tehran, November 16, 1922, 


Yet another sot of pro} been evolved, a ime Mi 
a tl} ji 
and Nosrat-i-Doweh, for submission to Mejia," Toy are far moe adit ee 


concession! than any yet sed, i 3 i 
eras hese neny Zl poor atl poortontaly oeeo to Persian Govern 


Report has been current for some time that Sinclai i i 
ofa Nosrat et Dosh lamp at said tobe 2000008 Hack ha scan 
‘to them on favourable terms, Tcannot assert its truth, but it would explain (ERE 
paar sl being shared between Prince, Prime Minister and other eontrbuting 
Pea, Btls, Advis warn Standard Oil Company confdentily though Angle 










[E 12951/6/34] No. 171, 


Sir P. Loraine tothe Marquess Ourson of Kedleston.— (Received November 20,) 
(Be 420.) 
felographic.) re 
sn ee ee Tehran, November 19, 1922, 
Unless you consider it quite in 
Government, I should prefer to confin 
amply suffent 
Reasons are as follows:— 





pensable to refer to general attitude of Persian 
w insu to its own limits; our grounds there ure 


T think matters as rogurds 





y 
: ly to terminate in a complete seoon stint 
d » Bushire to meot the Shah will enlighten 
i iene tue conditions in the south, aud 1 have asked His Majesty's 
I-general to explain to him why iti tf ion fo 
pede ener tet YA hl smn ro ttn tor 
. Persian ‘relations with Moscow hiave deteriorated, owing to unsati 
aa ak gi rene 1g unsatisfactory 
attitude of Russians towards commercial negotiations and unfair treatment 


. Present Government can doubtfully last much longer; it would i 
Any appearance of outside pressure in sompaating its dowatan To NO 


. Pri it *s it i i 
ime Minister's note was written under paninmontary” and not Bolahevik 








I therefore suggest communication, omitting para; h 1 of 
‘what toning down paragraph 2 and embodying paragraph 3. 200" “leerem, some. 











[E 13029/6/34] No, 172. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 92.) 
(No. 608. Secret.) 
ly Lord, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship hi 


from the military attaché respecting tha i ‘ion’s 
Seton peoting tha Russian Legation’s 


Tehran, October 3, 1922, 
wrewith copy of a despatch 
development of the Persian 


Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


———_____ 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 172. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders to Sir P, Loraine. 


(No. 6/65/5. Seeret.) 
it, ‘Tehran, October 2, 1922. 
T HAVE the honour to’ attach a translation of « type-written document, which 


Sir, 
was typed in the office of the Russian Legation afew days 40: Tt desoribes the general 


vas typed in the ofhes he Persian Communist Party, which the Russian Legation is 
making every effort to develop. 
‘2 The note at the end is apparently a ¢ 
ing, aa it gives additional proof of support > 
Th'Baleu, and shows that the money given in the 
produce the desired results, ‘ 
ce the der Than mentioned was engaged by the, Council of Propagands and 
‘Action in Bak to earry out revolutionary work in North Persia, His arrival in Persia 
{or this purpose was reported on the 22nd February, 1951, ‘ 
Vatiorten, (Christian ame, Bograt) was reported to be an Agsor working for 
Foren ceriiGazin July 1021. Hip alias is Razembekof. | He Jooks 1 & 
‘Tore and speaks Turkish well, and on 0th January, 1922, was sce to Kermanshah 
to report to the Russian consi! there to be gent as an agent to Bagdad. 
Thave, &o. 
MI, SAUNDERS, Military Attaché. 


omment by M. Shumyatski, and is 
riven to the Persian Communists by 
first instance did not 





















———— 






Enelosure 2 in Ni 





The Persian Party “ Kaunike” (Communist). 


Objects 











(ranslation.) 
TO olfect « real equality in the Tif of mankind, to arrange protherhood and 


complete. frvedom amonget all classes. of people, ancl capecially those who have been 
Sppreased, without distinction to what class of ciety they, belong. 










‘The Heonomie Question. 
(aa) tho abolition of ownership of property: (by the nationalisation by Government 
ee Tactorios, workshops, roads, forests, water supply, land, de.) 
(b,) ‘the abolition of money and money tokens. ach person roeelye food and 
‘supplies instead of money for his work. 













I.—Children. 
‘the expendes of educating aid supporting children, to be bore by. the State, 
Mothers Silt support, their children on a fixed sum paid, them by the Government. 


Ghildron at 6 years of age must attend, the kindergarten school, ans 
the primary school, afer which they will continue their education in the secondary an 


higher schools. 
Nome—The ditectors and teachers of schools aro to note carefully, the 
capabities of tho children, aud. to develop eneh obi on the Tines on which it 


shows most adaptability. 





TL—Youth. 


Young men, on the completion of their education, will, learn their work in 
institutions up to 25 years of age. From 28 to 90 years they ‘will be given responsible 
iio oi reaching 80. years of age they will be given pensions After the age 
weet ath person will oseupy himself with literature and in smproving the condut of 
the community. 

1V.—IWomen. 

‘The woman is the second member of the family, and has 

Ona marriage taking place, both parties must agree to, it, an 
Seles for demanding a divores, Each can obtain « divorce acco 
own religious traditions. 


wual righta with tlie man, 
‘both parties have equal 
1g to his or her 
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Education (of Women). 
Early education is obligatory for all. 


who show aptitude 
Tibearics will be opened aud all clas dat 


Higher and secondary education for thése 


Nes ; i i 
sll cies ution ne bse te 
Vi=Religion, 
ee Va Raligion 
ie Government administration will be entirely separate from that of the Church 


Vi—Organisation of the Gi 
ria] Gararantenp malar err a en 


police and town munieipali 
pemeralauscnscah wunicipality. The members of the Gi 


local authorities, jud, 
jovernment. to be cheson by a 


VII.—Duties of the Ge 

The G : ties of the Government, 
wil diss these openly eee res rae al revues ofl the| Stata and 
fash yeas etorisice Obata oe re comunity The Government will 


ti hours of all rk ii is 
according to the number of iahab all work in the State, and 
: a and will allot, the 
alloted scoring to the adaptability of serene ° 
e dil 


allotted is to d 
lepend on the difficulty of i 
yy of the work, that is, for some hours will bo less 


and for others more. Each citi 
5 citis i i f 
Government warchoves in payment for work donee nn 08 At Mores from the 


VUL—Warehouses and Oficials in Charge. 


All food. 
Tho Satis of tia ate ange Gon willbe stor in the pubic wel 
FH gee ARE aN Tee ech oeenY abe awreee te 
inthe wareoues and tone henson presentation of vouchers ‘he BU Weekes 
ns aud in villages as most convenient to the ee 


4a TX—Hlections. 
Each citizen has the ri Ha 
dana or ssion SE ee pee cae on reaching 20 years of age, and has the right to 









cal labour is t 
} the amount of ee 





nee X.—The Army, 
General mobilisation and also regular military training are abolished. 


When it 4 
ander at Gigmecesary to deond the State the whole population must be mustered 


Gymnastic ili ini 
iymnastics, military training and musketry are to be taught in all schools, 


XI.—The State and its Administration, 


‘The Constituent Assembly will di 
h i Assembly. will divide the i i 
ast wil have itelows iedepamiantiteraclipinedieatiag: To, oot sad cach 








XUL—Duties of the Cen 
aie y tral Government. 
Include : relations with foreign Goveroments, administration of 


sud trannport, atrangements forthe defence of the Stato Posts, telegraphs 



















The saline Dank i ono ofthe dutin of the Costes Gove 
ore, —Regardi inclusi 
Kom AOE Regarding the inclusion’ of the Iran Communit Party (eaton of 














the Communist Party only eauses dismemberment, and 
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[E 19083/285/34] No. 178. 


Sir B, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 22.) 
(No. 618, Secret.) 


My Tot 7B the honour to transmit to your Lordsbi 


Summary No. 40, dated the 8th instant, prepared by 
Legation. ae 
: There ERY LORAINE. 


Teliran, October 11, 1922. 
herewith copy of Intelligence 
the military attaché to. this 


SS 


Enolosure in No. 173. 


Intelligence Summary No. 40, for Week ending October 7, 1922. 


Secret.) 

EE rebel leader Seyed Jellai, with seven of his. Clore rs captors onthe 

30th September. Details as to harabe capture ss eBost es oh yet been 
i telegram hus just been receive : 

tend Sarees ‘yore exeouted together on the 7th October by means of bursts 


of machine 5p 1°. asian cons at Rest, left for Baku on the 2h Sept for 
edigal tenbment for his eyes. Bragin Kurayedof, the view consul at Enget, wit cary 
mivtihe consular work at Reshit during Opresot’s absence in addition 


* Shipping movements at the port of Knzali during September wore as follows :— 





Vows | ive rom, | Departed om 


Dato | 


© ie. 

ba «+| Septemt 6 

ee lees = 
7 ibis 

e ‘ Bojewoj luau 

e i Tae 4 ” Bandar-i-Gaz. 

7 ¢ Baku. 








i cu for the conveyance 
‘The i” was formerly used by the Osobie Odel of Bal eyane 
oe mpAE To oxosuion after which Ui bain wero thrown from chia ship 


ito the sec, Tt is known as the death ship.’ 


ae ‘Urmia between the Persian 


jainst Simko.—Negotiations at ena Sea ee take 


chiefs: continue, 


in Azerbaijan, a8 telegraphed on 
the 4th October, Salinas 1,000; Khoi, 1,000; 
h t i bil, 800. 
hi, 1,000; ‘Tabriz, eb, aoe 

sae Ae regular dtuelment Maku and Khoi has 


disbanded. 
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6, A secret Pan-Islamic Committee has been formed in Tabriz to spread pan-Ialamie, 
and anti-British propaganda and to promote the ereation of a military alliance between 
Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan. ‘The committeo has fifteen members, consisting of 
seven Turks, two local mullahs of Tabriz, two seyeds and four Persian army officers’ 

‘Two of these Turks left Tabriz for Bayazid on the 2nd October, and two others are 
to leave Tabriz for Hamadan on the 7th October, 


Transcaucasus. 


7. His Majesty's consul at Tabriz reported on the $rd October that disorder had 
broken out inthe Caucasus, and that anti-Bolshevik Georgians, numbering about 
12,000, had cut the Batoum-Tiflis Railway. 

8, A German ex-officer named Waldmann arrived at Huzeli trom Baku on the 
26th September, He stated that two Russian army corps under Eyorof ure on their 
way to join the Turks, and that many tanks had arrived recently at ‘Tiflis from Russia, 
There 1s no confirmation of this statement from other sources, though increased 
nilitary activity in the Caucasus is apparent. 

9. A conference was being held at frivan between Turkish and Russian repre- 
sentatives with regard! to the future of Armenia; the ‘Turks, however broke. off 
negotiations at, the commencement of the successful offensive against, the Greoks, and 
the conference has not been resumed, 


Tehran. 


10, The opposition shown by the Medjliss towards the War Minister, Reza Khan, 
hhas greatly, increased during the past week, and resulted in the War Minister 
telegraphing his resignation on the 7th October to the Shah. ‘This opposition by, the 
Medjliss has the full support of the Russian Legation, whose members are anxious to 
sai eS EVAR SHone oaloNeT ; 

Reza Kha has withdrawn the military guards from’ the Medjliss buildings, and 
the Military Governor of the city by his orders has resigned his post, At a conforenco 
of officers held at the War Ministry on the 7th Ostober all officers exprussed their 
loyalty to Reza Khan, and offered” to close the Modjlis. and arrest, the offending 
metabers should the War Minister 60 instruct them. Reza Khan, however, stated that 
it was not in their interests to carry out such extreme measures at the present time, 

nd that he would avait the Shah's reply to his application to resign, ‘Ths. politioul 
situation is tense, as, should the War Minister resign, it is feared that the troops will 
got out of 
Be Tit Anti-Betah propane Gt ad ebieaive,sature/eontiaves)#0)ba)publied ie) 
the local pres. Examples are given in the appendix, 

T2))be now Financial Adviesc{to/Poramy Dr Millapaugh,/ with eight amiatanto, 
sailed from New York on the 27th September for Persia. 

15, 600 cavalry from Tehran are under orders to leave for Ispahan shortly, 

880 infantry, who arrived at Kazvin from Resht on the 30th September, have been 
given orders to proceed direct to Ispaban, 

14, Arrangements are being made for His Majesty the Shah's return to Tehran vid, 
Bushire and Shiraz. Eight motor lorries left Tehran for Shiruz on the 2nd Octobor to 
carry his baggage. Additional troops are being, posted along, the route for protection, 

The War Minister proposes to go to Bushiro to meet the Shah, 

15, In consequence of the deplorable financial situation and the inability of the 
Porsian Government to raise money from cither British or American souroes, the Persian 
Government is now negotiating with the Ottoman Bank, which recently opened a 
branch in Tehran, for a loan of 1} million tomans ati 7 per cont, repayable in four 
years, ‘The security offered is the revenue due from the Crown fande and southern 
‘customs, 

16, On the 2nd October Shumyatsky paid 10,000 tomans into the funds of the 
Persian Communist Party. 

17. On the th October a courier arrived at the Russian Legation fom Moscow 
bringing now eyphers. ; 


Bushire. 
18, On the 4th September'a detachment of Persian: regular troops left Shiraz 
ison Bushire, strength four officers and 160 other ranks, under the command or 
‘arvar Mohamed A 


* Not printed. 
[9027] 
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Eashan. lke 
19, ‘The military censorship on the post still coatinues at Kashan. 


Tspahan. ' 
f the effect that a new 
A notice has been posted on the walls of the town tot that a 
alte taining school is shortly to be opened in Tspahn. "Those who wish to join the 
f my are invite toattend the shoal. a sutenant Colonel 
Military Attaché. 


Teliran, October 8, 1922. 





[B 18955/286/34) No. 174. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 13.) 


eee) Tehran, October 18, 1922. 
wee i ip herewith eopy of Intelligence 
D + to transmit to your Lordship herewith: copy lige 
came Ne tie honey weak eng the Lith October, compiled by the military 
attaché to this Legation. anit 
PERCY LORAIN. 


eS 
Enclosure in No. 174. 


Intelligence Summary No. 41, for Week ending October 14, 1922. 
Gilan. ; : 
reok’s 8 rdar Muqtaddir of 

yur enco to paragraph 1 of last, week's, summary, Sardar, Mugtadd 
malin ais baa onoviouay een secretly assisting Sey Jeli! and to whom Seyed 
Jellal had appealed for protection, gave aay one ing place to 

‘litary authorities, who thereupon succeeded in capturin, 2 

my ee tageaddir oped. that his aston would, gain im credit nd tat the 
Contral Govornmtont would offer him the Governorship of Fumen us ell as o 
ag w reward. 


tlie town, i 
out in file, and machine. 

had to be pulled out and 

shouted out Zindebar Mu 

the revolution in Gilan, ond i 
Party can find another 

same nature, ‘The 
revolutionaries has damped the an 


Azerbaijan. P+, Se 

o, Pabrize—The ‘TubrizTrebizond road is again open for trafic, 

2 ee a Covel has Taft abeiz eatensbly. to escort is, family wo aro 
Jeaving. for Constantinople, but from other sources itis tated that he is going to Kars 
ea te TiruniaThe towns of Urumia and Salmas sad. the villages in the teatro o 
operations have been reduced to ruins Uromia is full of Kurds who vall about the 
Sees lly aemied and wimolested by the garrgon.  Seved Taha has come to Urunia 
Tiiatyof bis meu, The flloving chith are also known to have eurrondéred at 
Trams! Nowy, Beg, and ba a tt om Mavann nthe da ot 
rh 5 Haji Aga, chi he Harki Mand , from M iste 
a a ee Kamil Bog aud Tabur Agbasi ebits of the Bogeadeh tribe of 
Perea vim fn Hark, ehiet of the Sidan Haski tribe of Margaret, 

reer Usha, the whole Zerza tribe of that district, have, surrendered to the garriso 
ce i ane ex ane 
of 200 Persian Woops i iar Aga, ef of the Abdal tribo, and _Sinke's nurs, 
surrendered with fifty families, and has been appointed Governor of Baradost, 
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Amar Khan, chief of the Kardar subdivision of the Shekkak or Simko's own tribe, 
has surrendered at Salmas, 


5. On the 14th September, Mukarram4i-Humayoun, one of the khans of Salmas, 
came to Sherif Khaneh with Yavar Ahmad Khan, Governor of Salmas, to arrange,peace 
terme bebe the See and Simko, ‘The result is not yet known, 

__ Simko and Piro of the Hark aare reported to be the onl ini 
chiefs who have not yet submitted to the Persian troope, ied ieee 


Nevotiations regarding Simko are reported to be in progress between the Turks 
and the Persians, ‘Tho Turks assert that they. gave. astoe ts Sinko vo enable hin cy 
Prevent the Chrivtian refugees from returning. to Unumia; that Simko used the arms 
or his ow ends against the Persians, and that, therefore, they had not assisted Simko 
against Persia. Now it is reported that the Turks reluse to surrender Simko unless 
the Persian Government give an undertaking not. to allow the Christians to return 
to Urumia, 

5. On the 15th September there was a fight between the tribe of Binar Begzadch 
of Margavar, under their chief Iskandar Khan, and the troops at Akbulagh, between 
Ushnu and Urumia. ‘Twelve of the troops were reported killed and nine wounded, and 
about ton Kurds were killed, the rest ran away, and 150 looted animals were recovered 
by the troops, Abdullah Beg, the brother of Iskandar Khan, bas been arrested, 


Transcaucasus, 


7, The following inforination obtained by His Majesty's consul at Tabriz from 


conversations with American relief workers, who arrived at Tabriz from Tiflis on the 
18th September, is of interest 


‘The three Soviot States, Georgi 
has abolished internal’ inter-State customs barriers, and whi 
the Soviet: at Mosoow wliose representa 
one Legrand, lately replaced by Plint. The junior commissars are, however, 
men and not Russians, ‘There is a strong tendency in Georgia to throw off the Moscow 
yoke, whereas in Armenia the local Government is closely in touch with Moscow whose 
Support is anxiouly sought as a protection ayainst the possible encroachments of the 
Turks, Moscow is, of course, anxious to retain its hold on the Caucasus, but is havin 
Gifticulty with Georgia. The Choka, which in Russia. proper has boon put. unden the 
Minister of the Interior and has had its powors considerably curtailed, atill oxiate in 
power to arrest, try, and condemn 
Ts members 


Armenia and Azerbaijan, form a federation which 


h is under the control of 
‘e for the whole Caucasus, residing at Tiflis, was 


mostly local 


famine conditions are past owin 
Bolsheviks are turning to. the ellect of 
which the thousands of children under 


ns and other Cancasi 
connected with the ‘The smu, 


was also sometimes effected in mission 
Castoms examination 
8. The Americans mentioned in paragmphy 7, above, stated that eight Buitish 
subjects were under arrest: when they loft, one at Batoum and several at ‘iis, ‘Thay 
gave the following names :— 
Odell ste employee of the Near East Relief, why arv paying his wife his 


salary and, are supplying. him with food,’ He bas boon in priaon five 
months and is seriously ill, 


Laurence, in manganese ore. 
Solly, agent for the Shell Oil Company. 
Goats, believed to be in Whittal Company, Batoum, 
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Colonel Dodge and! Mr. Jackson are supplying the last four withfood twice a 
week, ‘The prison conditions are very bad. Rations consist of 1 1b, of black bread 
gid some tea per day, Cells are underground and swarm with vermin, and sanitary 
arrangements do not exist. 


Eastern Turkey. 

‘9, Merchants report that there has been a bumper crop in Asia Minor this year. 
‘The Turks are said to have sold large supplies of corm to the Russians in return for 
Russian gold, which is now legal tender in Turkey. 


Kazvin, 

10, A report from Kazvin states that the arrival there of the two mullahs deported 
from Trak caused a strong wave of anti-British feeling through the town. 5 

11, The Persian Government has expelled from Kazvin Seyed Ali Hindki for 
conducting propaganda against the Goverament. a 

Tz, ‘he Hussiin military attaché, Apin, has detailed a Russian named Nikonor 
Imilyanovitch 'Teresobuk to proceed to Kazvin to act, as secret service ayent there. 
‘Tareschuke was formerly an officer in the Persian Cossack division, 


Pehran. 

13, With reference to paragraph 10 of last week's summary No. 40, the War 
Minister held a general conference of officers at the War Ministry on the 7th October, 
‘and told them his reasons for tendering his resignation. A translation of his speech is 

ven in the appendix, paragraph 2, as published the following day in the official 
fohran newspaper * Tran."* 

The Wer Minister lias had sense enough to see that the uso’ of foree against the 
Medjliss cau do him no good, and has followed the advice given him to, pursue a 
moderate course and humour the Medjlise for the few months still to pass before the 
next general election, He has, therefore, agreed to withdraw his resignation, and 
continue in office, also to withdraw all military Governors except at Tubriz, and to hand 
over control of ei be roper departments 

ced the Medjliss, on 
0 tomans a year with 
, the whole financial 
situation is to be reviewed by the Amer 
‘hat suin will be available’ for military expenditure in the coming year can yet 
be given. 

avi ‘On the 10th October the War Minister telegraphed to withdraw ull military 
Governors except the one at Tabri 

15, The War Minister has asked certain tribes to furnish him. with small 
detachinents for personal escort duties. A detachment of 100 Kashgais arrived in 
‘Tehran on the 7th October for the purpose, and a detachment of twenty Turkomans of 
the Jaferbai tribe aro on their way to "Tehran from Astarabad, 

16, Anti-Biitish propaganda in the press has been less in quantity during the past 
week, A few ¥ ‘articles have appeared and an example of one published in the 
““Tghtessad Iran’ is given in the appendix, paragraph 1.* x i 

17, On the 6th October, 15,000 tomans in silver reached the Russian Legation 
from Baku, and on the 8tli October « further consignment of two boxes of gold. coin 
from Russia vid Enzeli' was delivered. Each box was lined with zino and’ weighed 
240 1b. 

18, ‘he Russian radio station at Tehran commeneed, from the 5th October, to 

Moseow each evening at $ vat. a short résumé of the political situation 


‘With reference to paragraph 18 of last week's summary, the 930 infantry at 
Kazvin under orders for Tspahan had the order countermanded on the 6th October, and 
vere told to march to ‘Tehran instead. ‘This change was doubtless due to the political 
arisis in Tehran at the time. 
20, Seyed Mohamed Sadr, one of the deported mullahs from Trak, loft Tehran for 
Meshed on the 12th October. : 
21, Reports from various sources show that the Russian Legation has established 
a aystem of communication with its agente in Bombay vid Tspahan. Tt is not yet clear 


* Not printed. 
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whether channel used is vil Shiraz and Bushire, or vit Ah i 

i considered that the Bushio route i the Seniors ee 
22. A Russian naval officer named Gounin arrived at Tehran from M hi 

10th October. He is to leave for Astarabad and ts connested with the Rusgo:Persing 


Frontier Delimitation Commission, which has just commenced work. 
28. M. Rothstein, formerly Russian Mi eo ‘Tehran, is reported to have been 
lirector of the Lazaref School in Moscow (school for instruction in foreign 


24. The Atabai Turkoman tribe sent a letter to the Persian Gi fA 
, . 1 tarabad 
on the 22nd Septembar suying that sixty Russian Bolsheviks NA Cen yea 
6 giles from Gumbad-i-Rabus and hid commence helping themselves to live stock 
longing to the Turkomaus, A fight took pluce and the Bolsheviks were driven 


cera Esher leaving five killed behind, whose rifles were secured by the 


Tspahan, 


25, It is reliably reported. that Arabistay has been removed from th f 
southern (Tepshan) di vision and added to that of the western (Hamadan) division, the 
plan of the War Minister is said to be to strengthen the Tspahan garrison, not to 
attempt to pass troops through Balkhtar to Arabistan, but to send detachment from 
ermanshab through Luristan to Arabistan, thus avoiding Bakhtiari, This proposal 
docs not sound practicable, and itis doubtful i it will take effect 
ee troops of the Ispahan division are one and a half months in arrears with 
27. Anti-British propaganda is strong in the Ispah ielly i i 
with the expulsion of Moslem clerics rom imal Se 
ML. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Golonel, 


Tehran, October 15, 1922, Se mat 





[E 13956/6/34) No. 175, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 13.) 


ie 628, Confidential.) 
iy Lond, ; Tehran, October 18, 1922, 
I HAVE. the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship'a een 
Nos, 249 and 258 of the Gth and 11th instant rospectively, ‘The warien telogram 
rested the teloprame Now, $69 aid 364 of the Sth \Ostober fa whigh J explained the 
reasons for which, in.my opinion, it was nooessary to take measures to counter 
the Russian press samp ‘and anti-British propaganda in view of the. special 
circumstances which had come about since the diet a my telegram No. 803 of the 
17th August Inst,” Before going forthor it may be wll to explain that did no, 
ly speaking, send any personal. message to Sir Charles. Greenway on this subject; 
had stich been my intention, I should certainly have made the Sac 
Your Lordship’s Department, ‘The actual request made to me by Mr, Fairley, the 
‘Tehran representative of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and with which 1 complied, 
sas to give him a written opinion on the question of thie press campaign which he could 
uso in urging, is own, iews on his prnepal in London, tho discussion which preceded 
this request having shown that Mr, Fate's views and my own were subetantily 
similar, 
T have for some months past been of opinion that the Anglo-Persian Oil Com 
would be well advised to have a local publicity section, of a pertboth Epediola aaa 
with its head office in Tehran, As things are, the fairy-tales published by persons who 
are not well-wishers of that important company are legion and ad they piss practically 
without contradiction a certain effect is produced, ‘The correction of these misleading 
statements would be a useful and legitimate function of the publicity department, 
Another function would be to spread information in an easily accossible form showing 
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‘the true nature of the company’s activities and the benefit which they confer on Persia 
and her Government, such information being almost totally lacking in present 
Giroumstances, ‘Thirdly, I thought that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. might 
advantageously start, without any attempt at disguise, its own newspaper, which should 
be printed in English and Persian, and be entirely unpolitical, giving reliable 
information in regard to world events of general interest and. special reports in regard 
4o oil questions, encouraging letters from local writers of a non-controversial character 
and comprising illustrations such ns would appeal to the Persian public and be likely to 
populatide the paper and favour its diffusion and circulation. Some time ago 
Mir. Fairley mentioned these suggestions to his bosrd and added that, in my opinion, 
there would be. ample scope in stich work for the undivided time of one man, provided 
that someone with sufficient experience aud energy could be found. ‘The board did not 
by any mans reject the proposal, but preferred to reserve it for future consideration. 
Ta putting foryvard this scheme T had also in mind the probability that the Anglo- 
Porsian Oil Company's publicity representative by thus entering, in a perfectly 
‘above-board mariner, into the confraternity of Persian journalists would automatically 
foxereiso a salutary influence over that not very congenial body and would probably, 
before very long, acquire an important. position among them, “Moreover, should need 
triso at any moment of emergency or unusual tension to exercise a steadying influence 
‘on public opinion, the machinery would be at hand, in the shape of the publicity 
Aspartment, to organise and control the necessary measures. 

While therefore, at my above-mentioned interview with Mr. Fairley, I agreed that 
an emergency had arisen ‘which required immodiate steps, I did not by. any. means 
bandon my eatlier idea nor my view that frank publicity was the first objective and 
that counter-propaganda, in the strict sense, was quite subsidiary thereto and should 
oiily be resorted to in exceptional circumstances, 

‘Thu nature of the emergency, ax I judged it, was sufficiently described in my 
telegram No, 868 and it is nol necessary to revert to the matter in much detail, ‘The 
alteration in. the circumstances was due to the alarming erisis which had suddenly 
risen in th Near East aud the possibility that the British Empire might once more be 
Involved in war with the Ottoman Empire and, if so, probably with Soviet: Russia also. 
Tvis hardly necessary to dilate on the reaction whieh such contingencies would produce 
in this country and Tshould not have felt justified in witholding from your Lordship 
any suggestions us regards measures which might, in my judgment, exercise 
stoudying elféect hore. As already stated in my telegram, articulate public opinion in 
Persia hes passed entirely under Russian control in the senso that it is uniformly 
anticBritish’: on the other hand, I do not believe that this represents the true opi 
the majority of intelligent. Persians: these are, however, terrorised, by the, press a 
which awifily follow any manifestation, however slight, of pro-British sentiments, of the 
Deliol that Persia should have close relations with Great Britain, or even of cordial 
intereourse with any British official, ‘he Government is equally terrorised by the 
fame process aud its impotence to deal with the press question has been amply 
Gomoratrated by its fhilure, notwithstanding my earnest. representations, to curb the 
‘attacks on Hlis Majesty's Government. and their representatives, Tt was evident to me 
that the Russians were determined to use the cards which external events hid placed 
in thoit hands in order to. preefpitate events here, and to do so before the Near Eastern 
‘risis could be golved in a pacific manner, before the return of the Shah, and before the 
frrival of the American advisers whose présence and influence are certain to be 
disagroenble to the Government uf Moscow, Tn these circumstances if appeared to ie 
finporatively necessary not to let the Russians go, their way unchecked, but to wet up 
fom opposition in their subsersive efforts round which the more rational elements 
among tho. Petsians could rally and bebind which they would fesl themselves in some 
Srourity, and T was quite satisied that tho. Persians were too timid to initiate any such 
Tmoverent. themselves, It is evident that this idea appears to be inconsistent with the 
viows expressed in_ my telegram No, 803: the distinetion which beg. leave to draw is 
As follows; the policy which your Lordship was so good as to approve on that occasion 
fe one which requifes uw certain, amount of tiie and comparative calm. to. briny 
fo fruition: what Lapprebended when making the recommendations embodied in my 
telegian No, 964 was that, unless some opposition was set up, the Russians might 
aucseed by vigorous action in destroying the cireumstances in which that policy could be 
succossfully conducted and matured. “may be wrong in my forecast of the results to 
tbe obtained by the creation of a counter-press, but I do not think T have over-estimated 
the danger cf allowing the situation to slide in the special eireumstanees which liad 
iiigens 'T have of course made it clear to Mr. Fairley throughout that His Majesty's 
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Gavesomont! would bth unable and unwilling to provide any finds for Ue purpise 
Sree ae Majesty Legation must noc be involved in’ the steps which are 


Lain forwarding copies of thi a x 
Tee or es to the Government of India und to His 


Tha 


Ae. 
ERCY LORAINE. 





(E 13958/7/34] No, 176, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 18.) 
(No. 630.) 


My Lord, 

TP HAVE the | ___ Lehran, October 19, 1922, 
No SyTLANE the hionour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
Noch of the 25th July and to expreso my gratitude for the detailed views as therein 
recorded held by His Majesty's Government in regard to the question of Persia's 
Indebtedness to them. ‘This communication crossed the despatch No, 67 of the 

ptember, hy which I furnished your Lordship with a full aud connected 


account of the vari i i i 
esquut ofthe various steps which Ihave taken in th hope of securing the regulation 


Your Lordship will no doubt have perceived from a perusal of that despatch 


that I did not approach the negotiation wit i 
id 0 ‘negotiation with a view to reach i 
tha, daving aueertained during, the Aiseussions undertaken Wek Meena 
s Moazzam, and later on with Fahim-ul-Mulk, that th i 
Government was unwillin; it i i of which Es Magen 
j r ig to admit in full the obligations of which His Majesty’ 
Government required the fulfilment, T thought {t nesssnty to ascertain hen reas 
Lordship whether, in order to sectre a sattloment of he mation, His Magesty'9 
Goverament were prepared to make any compromise so as to mest the Barnet once 
of view to some extent, It was very doubltul to my mind whether Tie Megs 
ef view to some extent, Tt was very doubtful to my mind whether His Majesty's 
n wy such compromise, but at the same: ti 
ae ona vn nui ay inet 
h 0 Majesty's Charg laines last: anti i 
thorn pert ie Persian attitude air cahauitadtuy eferelioiuccnre ta 
adit cognition of their obligations, During th rantions, wit 
bo Persian Ministers above mentioned only soggete one pestle Sal ponies 
x, that connected with the moratorium.” advances, but in a very guarded manner, 
was. relieved of any obligation in this. connection by the publication of this 
Ce offer, notwithstanding the explicit caveat which I had entered against 
such publication, For the rest, having found that my appeals to the good sense 
of the Persian representatives, however well-founded aid docamented, met. ith no 
esponte,T did not decline to acquaint your Lordship with their point of view, but 
vwamed thein at the same time of the sinfavourable impression which their evasion 
of honourable obligations would certainly create in London. When, therefore, T 
received your Lordship’s telegram No, 181 I was in a position to address to the 
rime Minister with perfect consistency the note of the 4th August, of which a co 
was enclosed in my despatch No, 498 ofthe 7th August i Pe 
‘ith regard to the specific matters referred to seriatim in y 
despatch under reply, your Lordship will, I trust, be satisfied ota earuaatel 
unsigned minutes of the conversations with Mudir-ul-Mulk and Sardar Moazzam 
which were enclosed in my despatch No. 577, that the arguments used by: me were 
substantially those which’ your Lordship mentions. Unfortunately, they produced 
Dut litle apparent impression on the Persian representatives, 
note of the’statement made in paragraph 2 of your Lordship’! 
thatthe se ao art aed froal a pal al earth OP vice Shihavine Cua tattee 
fettled by way of a compromise. I farther abserve from parageapie 6 that, your 
Lordship would prefer to come to a general settlement with tha Persian Government 
hereby a definite monthly sum is et aside forthe payment of interest and sinking 
fate oi iRsHern lebt to His Majesty's Government before the American advisers 
Althongh T cannot be yery hopeful of securing this result in the ti i 
for the American advisers apparently sailed’ from New York. two anata 


















receipt here of your Lordship's despatch, T have been urging on the Persian 
Government in every way possible the absolute necessity of recognising the debt 
frankly; furthermore, in continuation of my note of the 2nd September. and 
anticipation of the direction conveyed to me by your telegram No, 251 of the 
Tth Ostober, 1 addressed a further note to Kawam-es-Sultaneh on the 6th October, 
resuming the whole question of the debt and urging the Persian Government to settle 
ft in accordance with the repeatedly expressed wishes of His Majesty's Government. 
Copies of these two communications are enclosed herein. 

T presiime that if the Persian Government officially recognised its obligations, 
Hig Majesty's Government, would be much more inclined to entertain a plea for 
ienient treatment. in view of the existing penury. 

‘Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Government of India. 

Thave, &. 

‘PERCY LORAINE. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 176, 


[Alrea/ly printed as Enclosure 4 in Sir P Loraine’ despatch No. 977 of 
September £0 (see Fnelosure 4 in No, 151),] 


closure 2 in No. 176. 





Sir P, Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultaneh, 


M, le Président du Conseil, Teliran, October 6, 1922. 

Tn the concluding, paragraph of my note of the 2ud September I had. the 
honour to express the hope that your Highness would shortly be in position to 
acquaint me with the proposals of the Persian Government for the satisfactory 
regulation of the debt owing by them to His Majesty's Government, but I regret to 
aera hat ng communication i that gonse has Ween addressed to me 

Tam therefore impelled to, remind your Highness that by a note dated 
the 16th December, 1921, His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires acquainted the Persian 
Government officially with the nature and extent of that debt, and with the request 
of His Majesty's Government that cortain customs revenues should be paid into the 
Tinporial Bank of Persia for the account of His Majesty's Government in order to 
provide interest and sinking fund on the, debt on @ scale calculated to ensure its 
oxtinction in twenty years; 

That by a note of the 6th February addressed to the Minister for Foreign 
Affair 1 informed the Porsian Govornment that, pending the satisfactory settlement 
of this question, His Majesty's Government would formally oppose the pledging of 
the said customs revenues to any third parties; 

‘That by a note of the 11th June, in connection with an advance of 500,000 tomans, 
seoured on the customs revenues, made by the Imperial Bank of Persia in exceptional 
Cireumstances to the Minister for War, in the absence of any constituted Government, 
‘vith the express sanction of the Medjliss, and in order to relieve the pressing 
Anancial dificulties of the Persian State, I informed your Highness that this 
Alionation of the customs revenues could not be regarded’ as a precedent and that 
the claim to them of His Majesty's Government was not aflected thereby and 
remained intact 

“That in the month of August the Persian Government sought a further advance 
of 400,000 tomans from the Imperial Bank of Persia, likewise secured on the customs 
eventos, for the purpose of purchasing the quantities of wheat necessary fo avoid 
the possibility of « fuming in Tehran during the coming winter: and that on this 
tceagion also His Majesty's Government, in view of the special and humanitarian 
Object of the advance, onee more acquiesced in the further pledging of the customs 
cclenuss, without, however, in any way relinquishing or abating their claim to them 
for the service of the Government debts 

Phat whereas His Majeaty’s Government had requested the hypothecation of 
those customs revenues for the purpose stated as from the Sth March, 1922, those 
fovenues are now actually pledged to the Imperial Bank of Persia till March 1923, 


Thnalks to the benevolent and considerate attitude adopted by the British Government 
‘on the two occasions mentioned. 
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In these circumstances, it is a sot 
3 ; 7 ource of regret and astoni: 
Sa ei eta fae gt gin 
. Majes iment, and I must agai insi 
Highness the desirability of pledging forthwith to 1s Maresy's Gomemnen ee, 


@ manner set forth by 


Tavail, &0, 
PERCY LORAINE, 





its “repayment the necessary custom: i 
Ms, Bridgeman in his note of fhe 16th December last 





[B 13959/6/34) No, 177. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedteston.—(Received December 13.) 


(No. 633.) 
My Lord, 
ON ‘the 4th October, as Thad th 
No. 865 of the Sth instant, T Eanes 
representations to the Persian Prime Mi 
of articles of a most offensive anti-Brit 
particular subj 










; ons ivohids, b 
Sexyid Mobsmmed Suir and Sheth Meb-bin-Khiles, who had Bisel reverts 
up in seditious activities, and its purpose was to conteadit the etroneous statement 
hie bs reociving wide loca! publicity, had given ri to an intense at 
ante itsh agitation, that, these individuals had been foriby oxpallel oh Tre 
the Tih tort, ‘who had there xiven another pat of thelr conten ae 
laozur forthe stvexpiiities of th nls and eerily ofthe Shi, SroHd arene 
stele vere sesame by he usual foros ty the atontos” of tho Brith 
ee ries, and theft determination w colonise and’ onl 
drow his. Highnes’s attention offic is di 
art: . officially to this disgraceful artiole fn « 
aan request hm to tke every lw meas EUG RMa oR TS 
ese ee acti (of sic, dsr Hable ineienta, | than enguted whether his 
nes ha what ay to hi i 
Sofiia or peal emminisation, “Ho RIOeNGHe ae 
__, L then went on to say that, though f was willing to comply with hi } 
wishes in this epost, bo mun not mippose tat” the language hich Las but 
enya. was any si seiguly ant, | Matton Ta paseblsd a ey grave diate 
w le for a journalist to state in hit ith impunity 
ind 7 v1 : paper with impunity that th 
nib aced ete UD gan ty 
That sort of Ung ould not be tolerate, and, indeed, Lould nak think of any othar 
iso 2 id have boon permitted to ocent ; 1 ini 
the aekent elected gravly' on the digity of th, *Peralin Governinont, fori mnt 
uot be forgoten that tho frsign representatives, acerodited to this Couct wero here ax 
the guests of the Parsian Sovereign and, the Persian Goverment, Apart however 
from the question of deseney and. propriety, I wished him to examine the mutter 
UOsically ad veo in what direction it was leading us. He must surely realise that it 
ths campaign weut on uicheskod ani wabated ve were heading fora niptire of 
relations for no Goverment, an east of ll hat of great countey like eho one tia 
Thad she honour to represeht, would allow its rpmesentativs to ho treat in sich 
‘manner without exacting satistiction, Therefore, without. prejudice to the institution 
af al popntings if Soy ch wer pst, argu! is Highs compa 
eel at tie ag teen io an at aileay Hilt that, Pshould have no 
other requ leimand an oficial apology thom. the Persian Govornnent. 
His Highness mst rect onthe cousoqunces supposing T vere fre to aks sah a 
Reverting to the other prinel fons whi i 
is to the other principal accusations which are published almost dai 
the sat His Majesty's Goverument and their representatives fosurse eee 
2a 
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of Simko and, by reason of their constant “intrigues” with tribal factors, in the 
fand west, were directly responsible for and probably privy to the disaster, which 
Gvertook the Government truops proceeding down the, Bakhtiari road to Arabistan, T 
pointed out to bis Highness that if the Persian Government believed in the truth of 
These accusations so far as I personally was concerned, it was his duty to demand sny 
recall. Tf, however, the Government did not believe them, it was equally his duty to 
tent ae fom, these anions ‘landers and to take steps to prevent their repetition. 
or upwards of seven weeks I had heen making representations of inereasing gravity to 
him on this very matter, and the only result was the seandalous article which I had just 
brought to his official notice. T-conld therefore nio longer content myself with mere 
assures thnt something, would be done and desired to'know precisely what measures 
his Highness contemplated, 

Finally, T made a personal appeal to his Highness to make a determined and 
sustained effort to jut an end to this intolerable and dangerous state of affairs. There 
was only one reason, I added, for which I had used the utmost patience and 
forbearaiice—a fact which his Highness freely acknowledged-—and. had refrained from 
pressing matters to an issue ii a much more peremptory way, and that was that T 
could not bring myself to believe that the disgra fal articles which Thad repeatedly 
Ihrought to his notice were an expression of genuine Persian opinion: he kuew as well 
is did that Ightessad Iran,” like its predecessor,  Hagiqat,” drew its inspiration from 
the Soviet Legation, Tt was my settled conviction that, we were in the presence of 
deliberate endeavour on the part of the Bolsheviks to bring about.a rupture betwee 
Great Britain and Persia in order to remove the principal obstacle in the way of thei 
own designs, These were quite evident: the first, step was to take advantage of the 
Turkish victories in Asin Minor and the anti-British agitation which they had so 
uceesatully conducted, in order to sweep Persian into a fantastic alliance of Islamic 
States, under the gis of Russia, and directed against the Western Powers; this 
jndeed: was more than broadly hinted at in another pro-Russian newspaper which I had 
in my pocket; the second object was to bring about local disorders in Persia as a 
favourable background for starting fat revolution in this countey. Tn 
confirmation of this Laequainted his Highness in confidence with i in recently 
Obtamed to the effect that the Russians were providing Azerbaijan men and 
‘orkomane at three places in North Persia with arms and. ammunition. I could 
hardly suppose that the Persian Government would allow itself to be the dupe of these 
mmanduvres or that it could conceivably contemplate with equanimity crisis in its 
relations with Great Britain ; but that was the situation to which its lamentable poli 
of drity in respect of this press campaign wos leading it, and, if only for that reason, a 
speciol effort was needed to end it, Tt-vas not in my. power to stop it it was in that 
Of the Persian Government, Nor was thefe any time to lose; other people less well 
‘Kequainted with the peculiar situation here Tuight well be excused from following the 
Aisinotion which Thad drawn between true Persian opinion and that expressed in 
Persian newspapers which were notoriously under Russian control; it was nowadays 
the oustoin to judge of a country by what was written in its press and to regard that 
‘as.a true reflection of its public opinion, and it could not be supposed that these articles, 
fe they seached may eountey, would be interpreted in any. other fashion, 

Tis Highnoss said’ that he was much impressed sith my remarks and was glad 
shat Thad made them in the form of a personal communication, He would endeavour 
to secure the publication of an apology by ‘‘Tghtessad Tran,” and he would consult with 
tho president of the Medjlias and some of the prominent Deputies that very evening to 
‘sop hat other measures could be taken, and he would inform me of the result on the 
following day. Moreover, he would once more occupy himself with the question of the 
Press Law. 

The next day, a Thursday, I reeeived no communication from his Highness, and it 
wag explained to me that it was the unlucky day in the Persian calendar and one on 
Which Persians, from immemorial practice, abstained from transcting any business, 
‘The next day, being Friday, was of course equally sacred in that respect. On the 
Saturday Kavvum-es-Saltaneh sont the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
ne to say that, instead of the Press Law originally contemplated, he intended to submit 
to the Mesjliss a short emergency Bill of a few articles which would meet the ease, and 
‘expected to seoure its adoption within two or three days, and that he had litle, if any, 
hope of extracting an apology from the "Tghtessad Iran.” I expressed my 
ivsatistiction and disappointment at this reply, and requested a renewal of pressure on 
<r iglitosead Trans Taded, ag regards the Tide Press’ Lav, that it would be of little 
use unless it enabled the Government to prosecute for the specific offence of which T 
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retroactive and undertook to convey my other remarks to the Prime Minster, 
Peale je Under-Secretary, Entezam-ul-Mulk, sa Hates 
Two days later Entezaro-ul-Mulk called again and showed me an expression 0 


He explained that the Prime Mina tae tia eee eee See aa tee 


ver} riot ri i y 

eee nly with then result hat the editor bad finaly Sane Renal 
gf aplogy whieh ad boon drafted at the Persian Minatry fr Foreign Athen he bach 
Tessa apis ed Ml ail ts alert ent of gt 
therefore reserve my right to demand prosecution. ot “ imadequate and T must 


psed since then, forumatel 


@ ineans, durin 

forward to the Chamber under‘ u ER 
Prine 
iN 


ik thabanything shor 
daily propared. in this Lagution could 
ction one benioteed Orie aa 
Warrauted in deelinin 
until a 


Tordsh without your 


ime Minister of 
of any spocified 

nvwelcome to His 

at a moment when 

Zast whieh threatened to involve the 

to bring matters to a hiead would mnoruly 


eRe tenet At the same tine, I could not allow so 
Inerease the severity of my earlier 


tative to past unnoticed or fail 
hese 1y earlier representations on the subject of the ain 
a a eg ke eave to transl to your Lawdship herewith SoReOnM asta inet at 
fe airam-Saltane in vould to“ Ightesad rap" and of Iotlor whigh atte 
a iy following the interview which is reported in the present 

am sending copies of this despatch to the Gov. 
Majoitf's High/Commononae Bogie | oo 


rept 


ernment of India and to His 


Thaye, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enelosure 1 in No. 17. 


: Eetract from the“ Ightessad Tran" No. 49 of October 9, 1922, 
(Translation.) Nee 


THE paper expresses regret forthe use of the word “lie” 


in connection with the 


ease fg i u 
te from the British Legation which was published in the paper “Tran” in. connestion 


with the exile of the ecclesiasts from Mesopotamia, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 177, 


Eo Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultanch, 

Te Brésid ? 

ead rele : Tehran, October 5, 1992 

roe te 248 instant T addres to your Highuess an oficial note stating the 

circumstances in which tho sons of two prominent aud venerable mujtehide resident in 

Tak had left that country; by agreement between your Highness and ayaa, and in 
Baa the misrepresentations published in various organs of the press in 

rr 


2u2 
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‘Tehran and elsewhere in regard to the eiccumstances of their departure from Bagdad, 
hich were of w nature to embarrass relations between the two Governments unless 
IMthoritatively eorrected, your Highness issued the text of that note for publication. 

‘Yesterday afternoon’ I had the honour to draw your Highness serious and 
ersonal attention to ant article. published by “Tghtessad Iran” in its issue No, 49 of 
Pree Ootober, in which the writer presumes to:say that the statements contained in 

‘mentioned note are false—an act of international and personal discourtesy 
‘unparalleled in my experience of the practice of civilised communities, 

Tho natiale bases its denial of the truth of my remarks on a statement to the effect 
that His Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad issued a proclamation announcing the 
‘loportation of the two mujtebide song among others whose names are wentioned. | T 
have Si: P. Cox's authority for informing your Highness that this statement is wholly 
false, 

‘For the vest I must rely on the good sense and honourable, feclings of your 
Highness in judging the impropriety of such articles being allowed to appear) and op 
your good fies in taking stch layrZul_ measures as may protect « friendly Government 
2d their represeutative, who is received at the Court of Persia as the guest of His 
Tinpeial Majesty anc of ‘de Imperial Government, from these attacks on their honour 
‘and dignity, 

T request your Highness to be so good as to inform me of the nature of those 
steps and Lregfut that in the painful circumstances whieh have arisen T eannot consent 
to the publieation of any of my further communications in this connection, as my effort 
to belpythe Persian Government and to make known the truth to the Persian public by 
that means his merely resulted in the deplorable lapse from decent: behaviour whieh 


have brought to your Highness's notice. . 
T avail, ke. 
PERCY LORA\ 


——————— 
Enclosure 3 in No. 177. 


Sir P, Loraine to Kawam-es-Saltanch. 
Mon cher Président, Téhérany le 6 octobre 1922. _ 

JE i’attondais en toute confianes d recevoir hier, comme votte Altesse me Tavait 
promis dln fin-de notre entretion dayantzhier soi, lt réponse concernant les nesares 
io le Gouvernement impérial eomptait prendre pour mettre fin A la campagne odieute 
air tne Ia Grande-Brotagne «que menent depuis quelque temps certains organes de la 

wee tahéranaise, eb qui a été aggravée par “Lghtessad Tran” dans uy article ott ee 
Jounal uke traitor de fausies des ddolarations offices faites par moi-méme & votre 
‘Altes 

‘Aya beaucoup insisté auprds de votrs Altesse sur le caractdre adrieux et urgent de 
cette ttfuire, ot cola sous In fore d'un appel personne) et pressant, j'ai été douloureus 
ceent  dtonné de savoir hier soir de Mr. Havard, qui vous avuit téléphoné, que vous ne 
crayie pas étre en mesure de me donner une réponse avant demain, samedi, 

‘utrom de Thonneur des deux pays, je viens done vous prier une nouvelle fois, avec 
toute In fores do. persuasion dont je dispose, d'user de vos meilleurs efforts ot de votre 
fprande autorité pour trouver daus le plus bref dal une solution satsfaisante, de cette 
Erestion et Tissue due situation qui ne peut devenir que plus désgréable en so 


rolongeant. 
Prolene Je vous prie, &e. 


PERCY LORAINE, 





(1B 19961/285/34) No. 178, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 13.) 


(No, 638. Secret. 
My Lord, ) Tehran, October 24, 1922. 
T HAVE the hionour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 42, for the week ending the 21st October, compiled! by the military 
itaché to this Legati 
Ce aes Thave, ke. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


ee 


any 


Enclosure in No. 178, 


Gitan, _atigenee Summary No. $2; for Weak ending 21st October, 1922. 

_ 1. WITH reference to paregraph 1 of last week's Summary, Sird i 
Talis as gained no ereit in tho eyes of the Government ipa Pa 
ellal and assisting: the Government troops to capture him, On the contrary, ‘th 

spicions of the Government towards Sirdar Mugtaddir earn eal lievetiqnreatl tae 
reliable information points to\the intention of the Minister of War to. prepare military 
operations against ‘Sirdar Mugtaddir, The latter isin’ touch with the useing 
authorities at Baku, and it is known that a few weeks ago a small coneigoment of arms 


and ammun ras landed at Taki on the Talish coast from the Russian steamer 


oe Als Main Set ‘aha i cys LAE SE green 
visw fhe commen LiUse Ge mary pavoute ea lowell Gere gue uta abe tea 
Drought tose the corns, ‘They ajat on and Hd aie Aiea 
miasielSlint eeetola , returned from Baku on the 17th Octol 
Eien HU saan ie 


Azerbaijan, 


5, Oporations against Simko,—A report from "Tabriz. dated th 
Ree cereum cent 2 : ‘abriz, dated the 21st October, states 
ae Sine rowly escaped eaptire by Turkish troops, who are making 
al Talia, who had come into Urumia: to discuss peace terms with the Persian 
d who was being kept there more or less a8 a hostage, has 


enl ud fled to the mountainous region on the frontier west of 


6, Tabriz —The Russian consul ut Tabriz, M, Doumpis, left Tabri in ft 
fen is ; r M. pis, left Tabriz by train for 
Ti on, the 2ORh October, He has been replaced by a-new Tussian earl named 
7. On hearing that the War Minister liad offered his resignati i 

7. On hea fax Minister lia his resignation, the bas 
Tubes ware coal onthe 150K su protest andl yore HOE reopeted. will tho 
ol when the Prime Minist ed to Tabri: vat f 
7th October, when the Prine Minster telegraphed. to Tabriz that the reignetion of 


Transcaiicasia, 


8. A casual who arrived at Tabriz a few days. ago from ‘ifs, 1 
Russians threatened the re-oocupation of Thee chortieaniione more 
ae upation of Kars unless the Turks attack tho Allies at 
9, Information from an informant, who is usually reliable, shows that the Russ 
Teco propre plana, fate tistuapatel obs oeas CONE CeN eeu Met 
SEU DME yen Meo pegaiaee |e aU PD 


Kazvin, 

10, The Persion Communist Party in Kazvin\ has been moro acti 

0 a Com en ti tly, 
Tia chet rapresentatives inthe town ano) Ravavi and Boar Soye Chula boa 
ersians, who work in close touch witl ‘ussian co L 0 
Hanae oe sal Russian consul, Razavi is reported to have 


Mazanderan, 


11. Bandar-i-Gaz—The Russian consulate ab Bandari-Gaz was closed 
~ a andari-Gaz loved on. th 
102 Oetobes, th Faritry, oy Bing wet, Ruan onsulate at Astatabad, 
deb, the Russian ¥  BandaricG rred as assistant 
to Woe, he Rasa co une Rane eee 
12, A Pole named Kijalovski arvived at Bandar-i-Gaz on the Ist October from 
Krasnovodik, Hois employed thore in * Gestong” (Russion Government Trado Des 
ment), Vneshtong” ju Pera is now known at Costar” 
. Amir Moyyed of Sovatkob, who last, year rebelled against. the Gi 
Sa a eee er ae 








238 


become active in the neighbourhood of Bandar-i-Gaz, He has a following of about 
100.mon, who are well armed, and has the sympathy of the Turkoman tribes in the 
‘Astarabad area, ‘These shelter him when ie is harried by Government troops, though 
they have not as yet actively supported him. ‘The Russian consul at Astarabad bus 
onto toueh with Amir Noyyed and hus offered him a safe refoge in Russia, should 
Persia prove too hot for him. He is an old man, and his feud is not so much with the 
Persim Government as with the War Minister, Reza Khan, whose father used to be a 
menial servant in the employ of Amnir Moyyed. 

‘On the 17th October the Persian Governor of Astarbad ordered the Turkomans to 
arrest and hand over Amir Moyyed, ‘The Turkomans refused, saying that he was with 
the tribe as their guest. Later information states that the Turkomans have presented 
Ane Moryed with LOD inguzne lls and 20,000 10 nds of small-arms ammunition to 
arm his followers. 


Tehran. 

14, A fresh disturbance broke out in the city this week, ‘The newspaper, “ Miban,” 
published an article with rather advanced ideas on the education of Persian women, and 
suggested that they should be permitted more freedom and be allowed to unveil in 
Tube. his incensed the milla, and a crowd of several hundred people eollested on 
The 19th Ostoher and sacked the offices of the newspaper, throwing the furniture out 
of the windows, ‘The crowd were unable, however, to find the editor, 

‘On the evening of the 19th October the Prime Minister in Parliament asked that 
‘an urgent Bill be passed by the Medjlisa to bring a press law into operation to provent 
howepapers from inciting people to revolution, murder, éc,, and.to prevent. the publica 

ion of scurrilous articles against Islam and against foreizn legations. ‘The leader of the 
Extremo Democrat Party, Suleiman Mirza, replied that he saw no necessity for rushing 
this Bill through Parliament, that he was in support of full freedom to the press, an 

that the Bill should take the ordinary course of being dealt with first by a Parlia- 
fhontary Commision to enable it to. be filly discussed, Tn hia speech he quoted a 
Verso from the Koran, which atates that the prophets of religions other than Tslum 
shall be respected, and expressed rather too eso gly his broad views on religior 

‘his resulted in au uproar in the House. Members rushed out, throwing their turbans: 
‘on the ground, saying that Islam liad been insulted, and the House broke up in 
disorder, ‘The mullahs later excommunicated Sulei Mirza from the Chureh, the 
result of this being that any person who Kills him goes to parwdise by the rules of Islam, 
‘Ais polite to protec Wim a ouoo put strong, guards round his house 

Dn the Bist October rioting took place in the city. ‘The extreme democrats, 
‘editors, journalists, Persian communists and the riff-raff generally supported Suleiman 
Mirza, whereas the clergy, aristocracy, well-to-do merchants and simple peasantry (who 
ave andor the influence of the mullahs), supported the Prime Minister and’ Cabinet, 
The sympathies of the Russian Legation were wti Suleiman Mirza, and nts of 
Shumyatski fomented the trouble by their proj ganda. Extra guards of police and 
troops were posted on mosques, newspaper offices and Government buildings, An 
‘angry crowd of supporters of ‘Suleiman Mirza collected outside the Parliament buildings 
‘on the night of the 20th October and threatened the Prime Minister as he was about 
to enter his ear to drive home, He returned into the Medjliss and stayed there until 
midnight, being eventually escorted to his house by police. Demonstrators on, the 
Tat avtempted Lo clove the bazaars, and crowd foreed tho sentry at the gute of the 
citadel which contains the palace and the eabinet offices, being seatiered by police, who 
fired over the heads of the crowd. Order was finally restored in the city by the War 
Minister, who. wwelf went into the bazaars with a detachment of cavalry and 
fiddressed the crowd, ‘Thanks to his influence they dispersed quietly. 

‘A meeting was held on the 21st October attended by the chief mullahs and the 
Prime Minister, and « peaceful solution was arrived at, Suleiman Mirza being exonerated 
‘and the editor of the “Mihan,” Banani Sultan Shirvani, ba ished from Persia. 
Suleiman Mirza is the individual who assisted the Germans in Persia in 1916-17, and 
‘vas finally arrested and deported from Persia by the British military authorities. 

Mhoigh high feeling has subsided, there is still an atmosphere of unrest in 
the city. 

zi H ‘The Parliament has asked the War Minister to detail an officer to attend all 

parliamentary sittings, who will reply to any technical questions on military matters on 

shalf of the War Minister, should such arise. The War Minister has consented to 
detail an officer for the purpose. 
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16, Recruiting for the army lina be 
district during the past week, andl 400 
district during the past week, and 400 re 
"17. On the 15th Octobe 
additional 


en carried out vigorously in th 
r b vigorot 1@ Debra 
eruits were enlisted between the 1OzN ard 


«15th October Parliament gave ies approval to the app 
(1.) For the Tehran Municipality 
(2) For a Persian Government Bank, 


A telogram was despatched on the 171 
Forvign Afi akiog that sta men may be chong. oo bY the Min fo 


‘18, Nizhat Bey, the Turkish Changs d’Affai 

Foreign Affairs officially on the RENie nea 

sentative of the Government of Mustapha Kemal 

n the 15th October the Persian Gor log 

the Parsan representative at Angora, o Has CU eee 

nas oy eee nists of the Armenian Sovit Republic at ‘Teh 

tas bad trouble with his sta and the Armenian Soviet Govexnme 

to Erivan to hold an, enguity, Ho left Tehran for Erivan on. the 18th: Octo 
Bete Bahonesktowt, Bolshevik propio waned Norees Nera sees 

Shomyataki, and lft for Moscow on the 2166 Ourgbor ees vere ben dismiss by 


iemenv of two, 


formed the Persian Minister 
a he is in future the official repre- 


i, Leon Sarkissian, 
nt has recalled him 


‘Terinkhin, a mechanic on the wireless stati 
2 tion, 
Polyanski, a red army soldier of the iPaton! ‘escort, 


‘oman for the immediate 
al by that route, 
ted 10,000 dollars to the ‘Tehran 


; ws who may wish to proceed t 
ly due in part to the recent anti-Jewish agitation which 


sine -Shens roan iw ofthe Shai pi 
American Jewish Committee has trar 
Jewish colony to. pay for pasta i i 

America, ‘This action is mole a Se eres oie 
took placo in Tehran, 
an areal aati pomngand othe Way aiid dain the pat ook: 
4 abusing, Tghdam” on the 18th October, : 
in tho " Milan” Warning people against Russian propaganda oe ther cre cee tee 


‘The “Tghdam" was su 
ae es uppressed on the 19th Ustobor by orders of the Persian 


24, Two secret service agen ant 
work under Apin, the Russian’ miliary atte 
18th October. ‘Their names are:— 

Ramazan Alief, 

Abbas Reza. 

Apin, a sbort while a 
Persia, 


y the Azerbajjam Soviet authorities f 
tary attaché, ursived in Tebran from Baba ie de 


igo asked for ton good agents to be sent him for work in 


25. Gelbraz, the First Secretary of th i 
cn tho 19th October, He has been Yeplaged by Geac 
Moscow on the 15th October: 

26. Shumyatski received a letter from Baku on the 15th October, statin 

“150. persons wi , 

Ist November, 


Legation, left Tehran for M 
by Golandit, who arrived at ‘Teint from 


ns will complete the course at the Baku poli 
These 150 will be distributed propor palpate eae 


South Persia, 


27. A reliable informant states that the tal it 
E at th expendit he Russi 
ai Siig rman a oan ea Ce eee en 
to 18,| loinans (3,0001 the h of Septer Bey é 
portion of this sum is used for subsidising eee beet Aes deste 


M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Aes Military Attaché, 
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[E 18963/6/341 No. 179. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston.— (Received December 13.) 


oy) Paha, Ocak 25, 1022 
Pans wir Lordship in my telegram No, 369 of the 
s honour to report to your Lord | 
7th oe aoe valaat the Minstee of War in tho Medjliss had at the beginning 
Bo aeearkh rigga to such « point chit there was renson to fear an open ruptare, 
totween thom, and an attempt at-a coup d Atat by Sardar Sepa “ts anova of 
ise at his unconstitutional actions hd been, growing and w 
the Mediiss a hie vies ere was jelouny of is regular reappointment in every 
appending owe eind of the power which lie wielded, anger at his interference in the 
ew Goverimimmost every Department of State, horror at his brutal treatment of 
journalists who prenue toatae Ube Nowe ae Now ofen th 
Joe this anger had, however, hitherto been restrained ; : 
cant eee rear have almost. entirely dligsppeared, " the Deputies 
ree tli. Uheirunianiaity on the culjest, and their recovery of courage, began 
to show itself’ by remarks pat pane gaa I Ale 
i wid Ti e varion 
ne ee orl Sopsh aid no tc al ergy ho never tang 
outspoken. 4 “no at and perhaps he 
sty would dare to speak against him openly, eae 
that ay late when th omapper “Hayat Najib” amore inn wet 
ae esr for the Persiun press, a very mild article, to, cease interference in other 
the les Peak feel who fought for the sights of the people was worthy 
serve bat ove who trod. them down was likely to become an abject of detestation. 
Samflar Sepals sent for the editor and the ero the pap, personaly a sini 
Sardiir Sepa, per riner, knocking out several of his teeth, aud threw them both in 
Sa ny onnpluined to the Medjliss, king for legal protection 
Agsinat thy press Th Toph, ho. vas told that, ho had taken the lage into his own 
Than ip appeal, was fal move on. the. part of 


ardar Sepah, for its effect was to 


iti 5 er he was 0 cked, 
ncousige tu Medline, In tho sitting of the th Qetober hs war ot ly attack 


Ghd Seyyid Hassan Modarres, the Vice-President, boldly told the Medjliss that they. 


rride the ives of 
ot. toler Tonger ‘oiio. presumed to override the representatives o 
al ey led fread» Sha to abicte: who was the Miniter o€ War, that 
could not bend him to theit wi Ss — ry 
ey net iay anda Seve sent ta hie cesigation ty the Yaa, ud the 
following day assembled his officers and told them me had as (pated 
lng nod that he must nok resign, that the whole amy. was Heel ranged 
aa eetida mde and. would do whatever ie ordered, Meanwhile he markad fie 
as by withdrawing the guards from all public buiklings, inetuding the pales 
fund Medjiss. ‘The Valial eam post haste into tn an Hal rane wih He 
re Minister, the President of the Medjliss and the Minister «hiss Hi 
Thora lips aise to acy thw latter's resiguation and forced him to take it 
Fe and wsort of truce was patched up. ee 
ie Ne reported by telegraph the miterviow which the Oriental Secretary, by ay 
aivctioy had with che Mister of Was and its atinictory rele, and T gee 
in copy. of the Tnstruetions which T liad. give  Havard. § 
Nore ny ron co main pots jet to i asin deli in 9 see 
yey io was forthwith abolishing the military Governorships and handing 
Ef a ath lng i se eve a 
OE ee Grhich, he bal usurped in, order to find money for the army), he 
a ere aF eve Medilias and the Prin Minister followed with complimentary speeches 
fe incident was closed. vege cree e:, 
and the incor that persoual spite and intrigue played, x usual ere age pat in 
he ees Watwenn the Medjlise and Minister of War. " Noswet-ed-Dowleh is ssid 19 
i ve won at the bottom of the whole business, with the object of aed Boas us 
Sopah,” He hid, however taken care to provide & mean Tuonourable uate 
mnt of disaster ining five months’ leave of absence from the Medjliss, o 
Fr tien ration in rope, of whic ii tobe hoped he will 
Avail himself now that his plan. has mi sae ae 
PERCY LORAINE. 


ee 
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Enclosure in No. 179, 


Instructions to Mr. Havard, the Oriental Secretary. 


AS the Minister for War was unable to keep his appoi i 
AS the f to keep his appointment with you this: 
suomi poe abd oes notwithstanding to see him this evening or at. the 


You should speak to him earnestly in th vhich, indi 
you orally, and tho main ponte of whigh are as follows 2 St’ Mteudy indicated to 


His own position and the utility of his services to the Persi i 
opinion, being weakened by the fut that the organisation and acti ie ot the Misi 
of War have encroached on the proper sphere of the civil Governtaent + exaniploy of 
this are the military posts to which civil Governors are normally appointed, 
nterference by pro ry authorities with duties. properly appertaining to the 
Governors and consequent reduplication of authority, military vontrol of the Lehene, 
wheat ambars, &0, Such measures may be justifiable in « stato of national eimergens 
Dut they should only be temporary; their prolongation only leads to friction wet 
eventually undermines the authority and prestige of the Government as « whol 
especially when the Government, as is the case with Persia, is a consti a 
Furthermore, such measures disturb very seriously thy balance of eons 
responsibilities, om another point of view thee ineasirs. giv th 
opponents a justifiable ground for reproach, and therofore hinder the proper pe 
of hin dts to the army, af hil He at che oneede aot gees beaters 


i Tn my considere 
opinion, the Minister for’ War would be well advised ty surrender on his on hatin 
all activities strictly outside the sphere of his constitutional and adininisteative di 

and T believe that by doing so ho would greatly strengthen his own position and. bis 
Rowar to work for tho good of his nountry, whigh I kvow is his own sioorest and. moat 


Thave myself’ more than once expressed to his Excellency iny conv 
attempt to interfere with the normal’ working and development of the sonettutenct 
system in Persia would be @ serious mistake, An even worso inistake would bean 
attempt at forcible interference, Persia has set hor foot on the path of eonstitintionel 
government: and democratic progress, aud the will of the people will not allow her to 
turn back, | However faltering her steps may seem, however many mistakes may. be 
made in the initial stages of a process which in many other countries it has taken 
centuries o vole; pation and moderation sist he chesty sl) aati any hasty action 
will not only impede the noble ultimate aim of free gov ith the conse 

Peopl, but alao bring disredit en ia authors, © ene wn He esent of the 
dhe 1laretore eg his Excellency, for the sake of his cout 

¢ utmost restraint and moderation, and to abstain f ill-considered acti 

however great the provocation may seem to be, EERE 


0 which may endanger the wellare of hi 
country, and the attainment of free and democratie government. ey 


PERCY LORAINE, 


tion tht any 


ry and of himself, to uso 


Tehran, October 7, 1922. 





[B 1251/70/34) No, 180. Hi 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 
\No. 290.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, November 22, 1922 
“PLEASE see telegram of 7th November fro ratley to Pasiait Railways 
Syndicate regarding railway from Bandar Abbas to Bnveli 
_ Syndicate are opposed to Belgian participation, ‘They are considering possibility 
of insting Ameri en-operation on lass of 30 por. cant bath for construction sid 
running, though they know Fairley’s.o ft with Ameri icipati 
anes incest sy's opinion that with Anierican participation their 
Tt appears essential that, we should maintain validity of concession, 
Pleaso telegraph your observations. 





(9627) 








oy 


[E 12951/6/34 No, 181. 
‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Teliran)- 
(No. 291,) 
Foreign Office, November 23, 1922, 


(Telegraphic) R. ‘ N 
YOUR telegram No. 420 of 19th November : British troops in Persian Gulf. 


T approve. 





[1B 18178/9592/65) No, 182. 
‘Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 25.) 


No. 421, Most Secret.) 
eleyraphi 


MY telegram No, 944, ; 
Theat from an absolutely reliable source that Persian representative at Angora was 


avked during epectal conference, at which Mustapha Kemal and Afghan representative 
were also present, on 2ist November, to join alliance betweon Turkey, Afghanistan and 
Poraia on pan: Islamic basia, He replied that Persia's geographical position precluded 
uch an alliance on her part, Question was postponed, but he has applied to Tehran 


for instructions. 


Tehran, November 24, 1922. 





[E 19197/6/34) No. 183. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receired November 26.) 


1922. 


(No. 422) 
( ‘Tehran, November 25, 


(Telographic.) 
‘OUR telegram No, 279. 
T thine fitst suitable oceasion for any pronouncement will now be after your 


reiship's retin to London on the conclusion of Lausanne Conference, and will report 
‘ggain in light of local situation then, ; 





[E 19199/70/34) No, 184, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 20.) 


No, 424, 

'slegraphic.) Pehvan, November 26, 1922. 

‘OUR telegram No. 290. 

T think that we ean ignore new Bandar Abbas-Enzeli project. Grant of option 

oubttil; suogesstul launch still more 80. 

‘Lconeut in desiring Ainericsn co-operation in Persian Railway Syndicate scheme, 

Tt. should be remembered that Railway Syndicate option is not. yet 

‘concession aud is still unrutified by Medjliss, Best to leave this question in abeyance 

util we see attitude of American adviser, character of uew Medics next spring and 

Whether a now Government is formed on return of the Shah Worst thing would be 

Present. Medjliss is capable of this, and present Government 

in by waiting but not by foreing the issue ; we ean uphold 


‘the validity of option if contested, id avoid raising the question for the present. 


Fairley agrees. 
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(LOE No, 185. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquees Curzon o} 
mn of Kedleston.—(Received Ne r 
cae —(Received November 28.) 
(Telegraphic) 
SSIAN representativ 
that Russians cannot work wi 


Tehran, November 28, 1929, 
note to Prince Regent saying 


munication, and made him seud for Russia 
Principal cause of Russian step is tem 


i ined this matter earefully i i 
ai etna ts examined this matt fully in secret session, and has endorsed’ 
ade of Pag Minintor andl of Persian delegate at Mosoow. 





[E 13398/6/34) No. 186, 
Sir P. Loraine to'the Marquess Curzon of Ke 
Marg ‘edleston.—(Received Niwember 20 
nor (Received November 20,) 
Telivan, November 28, 1922, 


(Tole 
BE iinmoaiatalypeesediog talgerac, 


(Confidentiat,) 
Ther 


T have for some tine 
sway or another before retun of 

fo, 628), Meir present step, 

Government be changed, gucceoda their flune to make. bad Nisha e amr ea 
sia Gererment to profit by dputas beeen (1) Modi an Minister of 

and clergy, to got Persian support. iu New 1 i 
arose ay rel enthusiasm fete fo Mustapha Kena vr cae siete 
those filures tous ad, oddly enough, have got British idence over Parian (ori 
ment on tho brain, Persians, on the cthor ind, ao. begining to 900 the sloven hot 
f Babhevinn, “My ows, impression is that Russians havo, broadly speaking, tm 
ernative objectives: (1) tet thoroughly amenable. Potvin Governments t th 
aes F uate of War; (2) to pick quatre ‘vith Boretan Government 
Seri yon pretext of non-observanos by Persia und 
hange of Government at this juncture would be most undesi 
sca stn of over would undesirable, especially 
a result of Russian presure, I shall therefore give Prive Mian Ga il 
ot to esp Hii of ul the Shah arn“ end Lan ng private 
message to His Majesty, who is due at formocrow, déprooatiig any chinneaiere 
ACA ASAE 
(Sent to India; copy to Bagdad.) ss 





ee 3288 (357/42) No. 187, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived November 801) 


(So. 428) 
Telgeaphi) ; ; 

: ' ir Taliran, Novem 2 

SS there any likelihood of ‘Tureo-Persian_ front b er 29, 1922, 
LAE CAA RE Te ee 
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[iE 13446/1076/34] No. 188. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced November 30.) 


{faegeashic) ‘elvan, November 29,1922, 

AN Pde to forestall Persian representations aud unnessssary agitation when news 
of Sinlols whereaboute reached Tebran from other sources, {acquainted Prime Minister 
Privately with his arrival in a portion of Trak not nnder direct control of Tee 
Governnen, with is dosire to etalih vations with Beis authorives, and wi 
Haateuctions sent to High Commissioner (see your telegram No, 286), 
aaa oe axpfemed xtreme grat for this eommunication, and hoped that 
ve shall tale into account anxiety of Persian Government to have him arrested an 
sromptly hanced over to them should he come within reach of British authorities. 

Prtgtent replying that he bas not ome under control of our authorities; that, 
should he do so, Bit-P. Cox would exact binding: guarantoes against any renewal of his 
Sporations ageibst Persia; but, that, in absence of any trenty relations betwen Persie 
eee Thal chore ere no grounds on’ which Trak Government could legally surrender & 
i oad raltaee, But £ wwait. your instructions, as I think it is infinioly, preferable 
That he should not eome under oir control. 

(Sent to Bagdad, No, 243.) 





[)B 18430/96/65] No. 189. 
iy Ps Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston.—(Receiced November 80.) 


(No 480.) 
{Melogruphig), Be 
)] 


Tehran, November 29, 1922. 
WELGEAL note received from Persian Government to the following effect == 

ad to bave taken Seyyid Taha and some followers 

Pore te ly recived recalls troubles created. in 

not believe British authorities, 

ion to authors of violent 

neient, friendship 

bial interest in 


by aeroplane to By 
‘Keorbaijan by. Sim 
renowned for th 
fete against Persian troops, 
between two Governments, and 
vetwo of Persia} expresses surprise at, news report 
foc arrest, pending his extradition, of ‘Tuba, a 
Government in scuring punishment of eriminals 
Tan aware whether fats respecting vist to Bagdad are as stated, and should 
slud if T could deuy, report categorically. ae u 
Fe oi eeiaiory of lin: Majeaty’s Government regarding Simko apply with 
1 foree to his Tiewtenants. ete 
easy await presise information and your instructions as regards reply. 
(Bent to Bagdad.) 





[E 14480/14480/34) No, 190. 


Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 28.) 


Tehran, October 30, 1922. 
Tordship herewith eopy of a memorandum. 
te from Tehran to Bandar-i-Gaz. 
Thave, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


— 


Enclosure in No. 190, 
Memorandum on the Development of Trade Route from Tehran to Bandar-i-Gaz. 


THERE is at present only one road passable for wheeled traffic from the Caspian 
to Tehran, namely, the Kazian-Kazvin—Teliran route, ‘This road carries nearly all sea- 
borne traffic fiom Russia to Persia, and is the only route passable for wheeled traffic 
across the Elburz range. The road is subject to landslides in the mountain section, and 
is frequently closed for short periods, when trafic is completely stopped. 
the Persian Government and the Russian authorities realise the value of eonstruetin; 

analterpative route, The Goverment has therefore decided to eousteuct a motor oud 
from Tehran to Bandar-i-Gnz. vid Feruzkuh and Barferush, Branch roads from Barforush 
to Mashad-i-Sar, and from Reruzkuh to Samnan are to be improved, the latter to tap 
the main trade toute which ruus eastwards to Meshed, 

‘The construction of this alternative route from Tehran to the Caspian has been 
commenced, and the section from ‘Tehran to a point 2 miles south of Demavand has beon 
completed. ‘The road is to follow the alignment of ai wneieut road made in the time of 
Shah Abbas, which fell iuto disuse many years ago, and the origiual alignment of which 
in many places is dificult to recognise, 

3. The construction of the road is under the supervision of M, Negatlin, a Russian 
road engineer, who in 1916-1918 was the official in charge of the Enzeli-Kazvin= 
Hamadan road under the Russian Road Company. He is assisted bya Russian ex- 
officer named Colonel Dobromuislof and a Belgian road engineer, 

4. The Persian Government: is allotting 3,000 tomans a month, for construction, 
Colonel Dobromuislof has informed me that the speed of construction depends on the 
money alloted by the Persian Government, “At the present rnto (5000 tomans per 
month) he estimates two years are required to complete the road. Work is now pro- 
gresting/on Wis sholion Deauvaudetursbul,  Caléael Dobremialot Lan promt 

jeep me informed of progress, and hopes to be able to give me sphotographs. of 
anda tracing of the route when these have been propared, He states that he has 
completed the necessary survey. , 

5, Ivisited Demavand from Tehran in August-of this year, ‘This section has been 
passable for wheeled traffic for several years, but this year has been improved and is 
Passa forall forme of motor trae, ‘The road surge for 16 mien from ‘Tehran to 
Djudjarud is bad, otherwise the road is yoo. 

6. It is considered that the construction of this road will develop the port of 
Randar-i-Gaz which has » more sheltered position than that of Enzeli, 

“ Mashad-i-Sar is an open roadstead, and in no sense a port, ships having to anchor 
2 jniles from the sh load into small flat-bottomed boats, 

___ 7, Tho Bandar-i-Gaz-Tehtan coad, when completed, will have considerable strategic 
importance in addition to its value for trade purposes, the advantages being entirely, in 
favour of Russia, 

‘The distance from Tehran to Bandar-i-Gaz (221 miles) is 77 miles shorter than 
from Tehran to Enzeli. Mashad-iSar is 149} miles from Tehran,  day’s journey by 
motor when the road is completed 

; M, SAUNDERS, Lieutonant-Colonel, 


Military Auaché, 
Teliran, October 27, 1922. tess 





[B 18584/7/84) No, 191. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Decombor 4.) 


No. 618.) 

My Lord, Tehvan, October 81, 1922. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to. my: despatch 

No. 586 of the 22nd September last, that the Medjliss has approved of the appointment 

of Mr. High to replace Mr. Moore as oue of the American financial advisers to the 

Persian Government us Mr, Moore appears to have decided not to aceopt tho appoint- 

ment. The terms of the former's contract are identical with those of Mr, Moore, 
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‘Phe Medjliss also approved of the appointment of Dr. Ryan, an American citizen, 
0 aditaee tabthe Maniepality of Tehran, on a salary of 10.000 dollars, year, for 3 
weriod of three years, All his travelling exponses are to be paid, and to be 
Pervided with a house and furniture. He will also bring awith him a municipal 
veiaineer on a salary of 4,000 dollars a year, and he allowed 3,000 dollars a year for 
hii staff, in both cases for three years. ite 

PERCY LORAINE. 





[IB 14488/285/94] No, 192, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced December 28) 
ee Tehran, November 3, 1922 
oY THAVE snit 10 yi i ith copy of Intelligence 

E the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy 9 
summery No 48 ‘Of the 29th October, compiled by the military’ attaché to this 
pay Thave, &. 3 

BERCY LORAINE. 
————————— 


Enclosure in No. | 


Intelligence Summary No, 43 for Week ending October 28, 1922. 
(Becret.) 
Gilan, ; . ae 
‘DHE Porsian Government has released the following two ex-rebels in Tebran, 
and given them permission to return to Resht :— 


Jom: eri Government 
shar-es-Sultanch. Was Commissar of Interior in the Rebel 
ei ghan ie the Presidency of Kuchik Khan in 1921, 
Ismail Khan, Nephew of Kuchik Khan, 


‘On the 25th October both these individuals visited Shumyatsky at the Russian 
Logation, and it was arranged for them— ens lt 

(a) To start a new paper in Resht, to be called * Bahr Khazir " (Caspian Sea). 

(b) Mo organise in Resht a strong Communist committee 


‘hose attention has been drawn to the reroute of the: 


propaganda, 
him to take all 
\is information, 


by Russian money an 
of Gilan instructing 
hi 


alu. 
Sulfan, is a weak and useless 


Bann has been appointed temporarily; Russian vice-consul at. Kazvin in the 

lace of Minsky, transterred to Bandar-i.Gaz in the same vapaeity. 

Pins. An Armenian named Set ie employed by tho san apelin Karin ge 
pag x fe served former! h n Coss : 

a propaganda age fo is trying to undermine the diseipline of the troops in 

Foner end holds meetings daily at his house for local workmen and Communists. 


247 
Azerbaijan, 


6. General Amanullah Mirza, the Commander-in-chief at Tabriz, who so 
Successfully carried out operations against Simko, left Tabriz on the 24th October 
for Tehran, where he will resume his duties as Chiet of the General Staff in the War. 
Pagisey. His command at Tabriz has deen taken over by Abdullah Khan, Ameer 

Lashkar. 


Foliogs Lie Sistribution of Persian troops in Azerbaijan on the 10th October was as 
follows -— 


ebil: 771 infantry. 
2 L834 infantry, 427 cavalry, 4 mountain guns, 16 machine guns; 

total, 2,561 men. 

Salimas: 960 infantry, 5 field guns; total, 1,076 men, 

Sharafkhaneh : 1,000 infantry 

Tabriz: 2,145 infantry, 371 cavalry, 4 mountain guns, 4 field guns; total, 
2,716 men, 

En route to Zinjan: 44 artillerymen, with 2 mountain guns, 

‘Total strength of force in Azerhaijan=8,168. 

Labriz 

8. There is a good deal of anti-British propaganda in Tabriz, organised by the 
Russian and Turkish consulate: 

‘The local branch of the slam” is fairly active, Its existence is 
Known to the local authorities, some of whom are reported to’ be actively interested 
in the movement. Amongst others there are four Persian officers, two mullahs, two 
sevyids, one or two merchants, and three ‘Turks on. the local “ Tttehadei-Islam ’? 
Coinmittee. ‘There were also seven ‘Turks, but two left some time ago for Bayazid, 
namely, Khalil, son of Ibrahim, from Smyrna, and Mohammad Amin, ‘Two others 
left for Hamadan on the 7th October by caravan, named Yusuf Beg and Feridun 
Beg. ‘They left on horseback, accompanied by a charvadar, named Meshedi Taghi, 
son of Kerbelai Tslam of Ardebil, and are reported to be making for Bagdad, ‘The 
chief military officer connected with the movement is Jamil Beg, a Turk, who was a 

wl in the Persian army, and came from Tebran to Tabriz, with’ the Aragh 
Regiment during the summer. He has now been dismissed from the army. He was 
formerly “ wanted” by the British at Nakhechivan when the British atmy was in 
u Ja sus in 1919, 

‘The Bolsheviks are also active in Tabriz. ‘They recently sent a Tabrizi Armenian 
with 150 photos of Lenin to Ardebil, A Russian has for the last three months been 
making a map of Azerbaijan, which will be sent by the Russian consul to Moscow 
when completed, 

A Russian club ig to be started in the town. ‘The president will be ‘amboleky, 
ehief of the CentroSoyuz, and the vice-president, Tchichikof, a Georgian from 
‘Tillis, Some Zak-Vneshtorg (=Transcaucasus Foreign ‘Trade Department) workers 
have been dismissed recently for not. bein; 


f i News has been 
is being sent via Brzeroum to and from Bagdad; 
arrangements must be made with the ‘Turks to stop this.”” 


Operations against Simko, 

10, Simko has refused to surrender himself to the Persian Government, and the 
Persian troops for the time being have given up hope of catching him.’ He is 
reported to be in the mountainous frontier district west of Urmia with a following 
of not more than 200 men, 


Urmia, 
11, Satfat-es-Sultanch, Deputy-Goyernor of Urmia, has taken up his post, A few 


refugees are beginning to return to their homes, but the bulk are awaiting an official 
proclamation allowing them to do so. ‘The authorities are afraid to issue this 
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»rodlamation as long as Simko is at large, and so to accept, responsibility for the 
Uifety of that region. ‘The town of Urmiz has been knocked to, pieces; only a few 
Moslear houses remain. Even the fields and vineyards are badly damaged. 


Ardebil, 

12, ‘The Persian Governor of Ardebil has been brought into Tabriz under arrest 
for failing to maintain security in ie Ardebil area. He has been completely under 
the influence of M. Digourof, the Russian consul at Ardebil. 


Transcaucasia, 
13, His Majesty's consul at ‘Tabriz reports on the 10th October :— 

“Phe situation is becoming steadily more difficult for foreigners in. the 
Caucasus, ‘The Americans of the Near East Relief are gradually being deprived 
fof most of the privileges they haye hitherto enjoyed and they now find it very 
Gimcult to obtaln permission to visit Tabriz on leave, Tt appears that an anti- 
Bolshevik rising has taken place at Dushet, north of Tiflis, and has not yet been 
completely suppressed, although Lam inforined that the railway between Batoum 
and’ Tiflis, which was cut by the insurgents, is now working again, 

/As regards the movement of troops in Southern Caucasia, some two 
months ago a concentration began at Alexandropol, and was still continuing a 
month later, when the eye-witness who has given me this report left the town, 
While he was there about. 6,000 or 6,000 troops arrived, with some armoured 
trains and a considerable force of artillery, Every day a number of guns were 
taken out on to the neighbouring hills, where artillery practice was carried out. 
‘The guns were mostly oldcpieces of different calibres. 

F Xnother eye-witness who has just reached Tabriz states that the Russians 
are urging the Turks to attack the British on the Bosphorus, and threatening, 
Mow they do so, to reoccupy Kars and a good deal more of Eastern Turkey 
Wat the Red troops are outwardly an appalling rabble, dirty, in rags, and 


ill-disciplined.” 


14, ‘The official opening of a new Russian naval port, named Ilyich, in the Gulf 
of Kizil Agach (Caspian Sea), took place on the 13th October. 


Astarabad, 

16, The Russo-Persian Frontier Commission left Astarabad on the 8th October 
for the frontier, near Askhabad. It consists of eight Russian and ten. Persian 
tambers, with a Russian, named Shivirof, as president. ‘The’ commission is accom- 
panied by an escort of fifteen Persian cavalry. 


Mazanderan. 
16. Bandar. 


Minsky, the new vice-consul at Bandar-i-Gaz, arrived there 
on the 12th October to take up his duties, He was recently vice-consul at Kazvin. 
‘ Russian named Levin has been appointed as his secretary, 

17. The officer commanding Persian troops at Bandar-i-Gaz has enlisted 150 
‘Tarkomans locally for service in’ the Persian army. 


Ispahan. 

18, With reference to Intelligence Summary No. 32, paragraph 19, dated the 
19th August, 1922, the enquiry held by the representatives of the Persian Govern- 
ment at Ispahan has shown that the attackers were Kughelus. ‘The suspicion that 
the Bakhtiaris were implicated in the matter has been removed, and the relations 
between the Persian Government and the Bakhtiari Khans are more satisfactory in 
consequence 

th: On the 18th October, in the neighbourhood of Sagzi, a band of fifty-five 
Drigands attacked Mr. Goodwin, the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persig at 
Yerl, and Mrs, Goodwin, who were travelling from Yerd to Tspahan by motor. The 
driver of the car was wounded, and Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin were carried off to the 
fills, where they were confined in a small room for two nights together with twenty. 
to Persian prisoners. After being robbed of their effects, jewellery and some of 
their clothing, they were liberated, and made their way to Tspahan. 

On the Bist October a band of fifty robbers, presumably the same party as that 
which attacked Mr. Goodwin, attacked Mr, ‘Treadwell, His Majesty's vice-consul at 
Yerd, who was inspecting the telegraph line, while in his camp at Godare Yugend. 


animals and entire contents of th i 

uade prisoner, and finally released iter beng sifpped of eves tee 
audwell was left £0 find his way to Nayestanak, he Postesed. 

eee ya of brigands, divided into three sections, 

then. Me Was Minter hs lyre tho sheer eae eee yh 250 

to take energetic measores to ound up the brigand enc HePaban division 


Tehran. 


_ 20. With reference to parai : 
sity Bas now suet, an fadiccar as are ena canes a 
if against the vi vi -S-Sul is it 
cha ca! eae Oat of Kavam-es-Sultaneh is inoreasing, and a 
Ne Dea this week of 170,000. by the Persian Government fi h 
Anglo Persian Oil Company vil royalties has enabled the War Minister to pay all 
sls three months! arrears of pa eee 
2. Shumyatsky is arranging for three days’ festivitis 
's’ fest ii i 
H seation © slate the fifth anniversary oF the Aa a eae 
ae atien ia 7th, 8th and 9th November are the dates fixed. A féte fe Hie 
iron J tobe held the Russian schoo in Honour of the occasion pee aeel 
23, Hi y the Shah is to sai i 
Nova inthe P. and, steamship rinyathigee et SE SSC 
. The Prime Minister suppressed two Tehr: : 
aa Ganen i wo Tehran newspapers, the “Iran Azad" 
beets outs 27th utober for publishing articles of an offensive nature 


25. Anti- cl ii 
Anti-British articles continue to appear in newspapers subsidised by the 


Russians. 
M. SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 


are acting in the vicinity 


Tehran, October 29, 1922, 





[B 13587/6693/34) No. 198, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 4.) 
(0.657, Confdoutint) 
y Lord 
Lordy st Teliran, Novenber 7, 122 
x an entiation of my depth No. 860 of the Bh Sep Weert ater 
oon Landahgs desateties Nos 252 and $47 of the 19h July and the 20th Aunt 
repestivly, hie TUave sae rived havo the honour to rope your Toraatin 
Mhat a member. of myst! is ad further sooverstions vith ML. Lambert a 
ial ong he subjeot of the suggested Anglo-Belgian comercial and 
M. Lambert Molitor, after repeating the gonoral sugye 
Grplhined tht iCtarther details were required, tho mattor na Deine et 
brother who had mae «special study o th question of eoncewons ad enterprise in 
M, Camille Molitor was accordin 
_ MC nus accordingly approached and stated confidenti 
bir He which bo iy ad ag bla nia Sf the Palakot Gneauie 
Irhleb might, se nucleus on which eventually to graft. extensiv ions, 
ms Ha conetsion itael was of considerable extent, Continue eas tuanen teeta 
Tabi alan, the Tehran Kazvin- Kava and Kazvin-Hanaa sa ad Hg Hott, 
an op r way from Tehran to the Caspian, He explai Q 
Russian Government ouly hel one-thind of the shares Fes a ane 
two being Privately oward, and tint the fine would alnost certainly Beet oie 
when the Soviet Government would be obliged to recognise the validity of this pri 
roperty, which they bad consequently no power to handover to Pear 
pty One of the Polat brothers vas he said, marie to the daughtor of BA 
gl er t nohinan and the third to a Belgian, so th 
certain connections and influence in thos je monte the Siecteke 
‘aan Sipabaalar as Persians who held some cuieme oe 
ried Slelitor hopes thas on this basis wold be founda «great nabwork of eater 
prises, millays, general transport and insurance business, exploitation of mi 
(9027) 


5 and 


Qe 
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He has heard from his family iu Brussels that: he is eagerly awaited by certain 








idea, and_he hopes to leave very 
important groups who may be prepared to take up the idea, hopes to 
Me Bees ee Teen Hettined by the delay of the Persian, Government in 
series cipautian tie charges brought sisiogt him in ragand to bis adininisration 
Sf the Postal Department, ‘The commission appointed to inbvstigae teas charges bes 
Hast, unanuiously dismissed every one of them, aud the Prime Minister Has sanuret 
the Belgian Charzé d’Affaires that the whole matter of his peuliaGindeat re 
will now be satisfactorily settled, but, knowing Persian methods of provarietion 
M, Molitor profors to remain tll hé as actually received satisfaction in « written form, 
Ho believer, that the Persian Government are puting this off ll they ae 
sfction in th question of the trial of M, Dubos, che Balgian recently employe! 
Maile Gers inanes Department at Med, whom they ha 
i med Talk's rebellion, a6 
SE aa ct Camille Moitr’s departure for Belgium and bie 
auldress oF the means by.which it will be posible to communicate with him. Mean }ile 
Trvould suggest tt, i the ideas ontlined above appear to merit consideration, 
Anirable. fordiseuss ‘te matter in London or Brussels without avoitahle delay. 
M, Molitor states that Mr, ‘Thompson, while es aries roiae ey 
e f Ameri es concert oliakof concession, and, alt 
Haare itie'Iet fase in tho matter, the arsval of the American ancl 


advisers may result in Anglo-Belgian action being Eroratatay as 
PERCY LORAINE. 






































[IB 14485/6/34) No, 194. é 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 659, Confidential.) 


Tehran, November 9, 1922. 
ly Lord, 


i -Jship herewith copy of a report of 
"E the honour to transmit to your Lordship hcg af a rope of 
Kee miigtaey atiaetgnintarvisw with the stata foe Wacom the dat Novembe 
"PERCY LORAINE. 






Enclosure in No. 194. 


1922, 





Tntoroiew with Reza Khan, Minister for War, on November 
Jonfi i a # tet * th 
(MEZA IRAN stated that he considered the ear satin in Borsa at the 

t to bo very satisfictory, All is now quiet in Azerbaijan, from where. he hs 
somes ae Ms Ses as Uae ete 
Turkish tervitory, and otter wan fully entored in, the emia rogion..| A detachment 
ho badd gent to Ardebil had restoced order with the Shabsevann, Gian, for so log 
aoe Taare ot Siehae Muguair of Talis, whieh tok place «Yow daya 

{the der f lar Muqtaddir lish, 
Peswal hitsonnved a aoitce of posible trouble, an could not have happens st a 
aoe Eine War Miser otal intention of leaving Tehran next. wot for Buabire 
is Majesty the Shah General Amanulla: Mirza, SS 
Hd beet Neralsdffom ‘Labrie is to anawer for Reza Khan at the War 
fniatey during, rs absence. Ata ee 
SEE EW canescens ‘ih in amy roti nt ated 
f belo until his Bnancial position had improved, a» without money things 
ae eardatll fe i relying oo Go help of the Ametiean Fiouncial Advisor 
at ret him hat stops had bean taken to deal with he input on the 
in the Tspuhan-Yerd-Shiras, area, he stated that, this outbreak of Bighway 
Tohbery was, in his opinion, « divest reault of the report pubis recon tat ba 
Tesigned hin post. He had issued orders to the General Offer Commanding 
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Division to take energetic measures to round up the abber bands, 
robber eaught, He expected to restore complete security 

a month, 


;.& He complained of his difficulties in getting sufficient serviceable arms and 
Cauipment for his troops, and stated that he was partioularly short of rifles, He alee 
ne if His Majesty's Government would sell him 10,000 rifles, 1 told. him that Teecid 
inform His Majesty's Minister of ‘his request, but that he should remonher thee nc 
money had yet been paid by the Persian Government for the Tange umount. of ative 
Tunitions and stores already received from the British authorities, and. that he should 
make un effort to pay for these first. 


Rez Khan 'was\in very good spirits, and extremely friendly throughout tho 


interview. 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 


and to hang every, 
on the southern roads within 














Tehran, November 3, | 









(E 13590/6/34) No. 195, 


Sir P: Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 661.) 
My Lond, ; 

T HAVE the honour to submit to your Lord: 


circumstances of the recent political erist 
the 21st October 


Tehran, November 9, 1922, 
ship the following account of the 
referred to in my telegram No, 988 of 








For some time past the reckless conduct of certain journals, in their scurrilous 
attacks on Ministers, Deputies, clergy, foreign representatives and everybody. who 
refined to pay conerote tribute to their editors, had aroused such w weneral feeling of 
anger that there was a universal realisation of the necessity for some drastic meaty, 
Since the more or less wholesale suppression of newspapers, which ho had tried to bring 
bet, bad proved abortive, the Primo Minister had. been endeavouring to 
ight the Medjliss of a Press Law intended to, curb tho press 
ig with its liberty within tho linits allowed in most civilised countries, 
the Bill vas so faultily drafted as to require considerable. alteration 
before it could receive the approval of the Medjliss, and meanwhile tho press became 
moré abusive than ever, concentra attacks on the Prine Minister in tho fine 
place, and in the second on the British as the instigators of his ction, 

In these clreumatances, Kawan-es-Sultaneh attempted to pass through the Medjliss 
% provisional law which would give the Government power to deal with such 
Hewapapers as exceeded the bounds of common decanoy, His Highness ia said ut the 
Same time to have instigated certain newspapers to print minttor to which the Lslamie 
religion might take exevption, This story may not be true, but. there does soem to by 
ome ground for believing that, he paid carla Presta to takorupre hatte acters, 
towurds the press on the score of the irreligious tendencies of cortuin articles, 

Matters came to a heud on the 18th October, two days before the day of mourning 
for the death of Iman Hassan. ‘That day was chosen by the Prime Minister for the 
Presentation of his provisional law to the Medjliss, His Highness requested that it 
should be passed at once as an urgent measure, but it was bitterly, opposed by 
Suleiman Mirza, lender of the minority, and the upshot was tliat, like its predecossos, 

was referred toa commis Kawaim-es-Sultanch had prepared the way too 
chunsily. Lacking’ the courage and honesty to adintt that the Bill was a mocnge ot 
self-defence against the press attacks on himself and other Ministers, he tried to shelter 
himself behind the excuse that he was acting under the pressure of British eomplats, 
although it was notorious that. he was intriguing actively in other quarters to-seoure 
the ‘passing of the law for purely personal reasons. ‘The majority therefore decided, 
although many were personally in fhvour of the lav to-alon te mitiority to wreck it} 
preferring to bring about the fall of Kawam-es-Sultaneh rather than make his position 
seoure by passing the law. Accordingly, many purposely absonted themselves while 
those who did attend thie sitting refused to vote 

After an adjournment of w few minutes, the Prime Minister then read to the 
Medjliss a report to the effect that, that very afternoon, at a meeting in a large mosq\e, 

[9627} 2s 
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‘priest hnd read anti-Islamic extricts from two newspapers, “ Mian” and «Pejubialy 
ioe vad demanded the excommunication and punishment of the editors, that very great 
nz had been aroused, and that the lives of the editors were in danger. Thereupon 
Tis Highness urged once more the necessity of passing. is provisional law, which would 

put a-stop to the publication of such outrageous articles, (As «matter of fact che 

virticulararticles in question merely referred to the fact that the present striet fashion 

Frthe veiling of women was not laid down by the Koran.) ‘The Prime Minister's plea 
sow met with the support of some of the Deputies, while others continued to oppose it. 

The President then intervened with the remark that, though Islam must natvrally be 

deferided, that had nothing to do with the question whether the provisional Jaw was or 

Vas not go be treated asm matter of immediate urgency. Hereupon Suleiman Mirza 

see and said; "We are Mussulmans and must, of course, protect our religion, but itis 

tur duty also to. protect other religions, as alll prophets are honourable and true.” 

‘There was a considerable stir, and cries that the speaker was out of order. Suleiman 

Misea went on to suy that he was not afraid openly to declare his view, which was that 
iT arophets are honourably worthy of respect and of equal standing. ‘This was received 
with chouts, and in seat disorder the turbnlont members of the House left the hall, 
Threw off their turbans and tore open their collars, shouting that Suleiman Mirza was 
fi infidel and should be excommunicated. ‘The President adjourned the sitting, which 
broke up amid considerable disorder, 

‘On the following day the priests in the mosques declared Suleiman Mirza. an 
infidel, excommunieated him and demanded his punishment by Government, and in the 
‘evening the crowd watched the offices of the  Nihan.” 

ifs next day being the day of mourning for Iman Hassan, the Medjlisa did not 
meet, but there was a committed meeting in the evening which the Prime Mi 
ded. On leaving at about 11 at, his Highness was publicly insulted by Suleiman 
Mirza, who told him to his face that he was a man without principle or honour, « 
Tebives and intriguer, acoused him of having himself dictated the action of the clergy, 
Teed declared that he would see to it that his Highness no longer remained in power. to 
darry on these diggeageful intrigues, A large crowd had assembled outside, shouting 
‘Long live Suletnan Mirza Death to Kawam-es-Sultanch{ Death to the Deputiog 
AP the Anglo:Persian Agreement!” The Prime Minister telephoned to the Minister 
for War for armed force to disperse the crowd, which was done soon after midnight, 
and his Highness was able to depart in pence, 

the following day some attempt swas made to close the bazaars, but the police 
and military maintained order, 

Nearvehite, mutual friends had beon busily trying to patch up the quarrel and to 
induce Suloiinan Mirza to retract his statement; but, as he refused to retract or 
xplan, the Ulm concerted action ayainst hie party, the Minority, working upon the 
creiera of the Majority to. such purpose that many abstained from attending the 
‘Medjfias, and for noarly w vveok it was impossible to form a quorum to transact business, 
‘The Ulema also drew up the following, Yomands which they insisted that the Medjliss 
must accept — 

1. Consorship by the Ulema of publications in the press bearing on re 

subjects. 

2, Bnforeoment of the fundamental prinefples of the Constitutional Law in all that 
Concerned the religion of Islam, and especially the election of five represen- 
tatives of the Ulema to the Medjliss. 

3. Suspension of all newspapers until the Press Law seas pasted, which must be 
done within a week, 

4, Annulment of the Civil Penal Code. 

5, A report of Suleiman Marza’s speech to be 

6. The Uleina to have a representative in 
religious matter in the press, 




























































ions 





ven to the Ulema. 
ie Ministry of Education to censor 





‘They bad also, proviously presented a note to the Prime Minister demanding the 
Bormann ftupprossian of the “Niban” and ‘ Pejuhiab,” and permanent exile of their 
editors. 

Mh périod of active. propaganda on both sides ensued, the Ulema preaching daly in 
the Jutsu Mosquo, and the followers of Suleiman Mirza, and his party holding meet! 
te tatoo! of the Sipak Salar Moeque, while Bolshevik agents were busy ainong bo 
parties, eneooraging the’ strife, and the Russian Chargé dAtsies, M. Shumiatsky, 
Maported a foceign element into the diapute by proceeding to the Medjliss to inform its 
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ew) Pereoually ie his Government supported the Medjliss and the progressive 
freethinkers, and would not stand aside ancl let the Porsian domoeney Pe 

es foo This Ruin interferon in purely Persian internal afar Was, however, 
snd ten lerate section of the Minority Party and by the Uleina 

The Medjliss oow, realising how ituati 

E: s¢ ow, realising how awkward the situation was becoming, set a 
ying to compen tx ov differences. Seyyid Modarris, « Aoaeeonie ot iene 
Party and Viee:President of the Meliss, adked the Ulemm to allow him on their bebalt 
to cramine and report on the paiumentary, roeord of Suleiman’ Mirza nee 
Looking upon him, a seyyid, as almost one of themselves, they accepted the pro os, 
se) pee [hat there was nothing in the speech which ould be seriously Feokeced 
wow Ge eel rns he jnternaldifrences of the Moijis, which 
ang 1g sme Minises, who had hitheto filed t diseover « way out of the coufision 
anid liad eeu confouted with a fresh ultimatum from the Ulema, who threatened to 
{laeat in « bay fons Tehran to Kum also bestirredhinsalf and gradually persuaded 
See eae eeu elie Aeslared that they would be sitistied with 


1, Any newspaper wishing to. publi i i 
repay i publish an article concerning. roligi i 
een eares itt Si 0 a ti ti ig religion must first 
* aes Ginstty of Edueation, which wotld reer it to two 
2 Any editor or printer publishing: such matter without th 
4 merits aly mnt be punished acct olny, and he pages sp pert 
. The present Civil Code having, been inaugurated in the absence of os Mosig 
sau mover raided by it and being, Imoreorer, not wholly i uecordaioe ith, 
ligion vy) annulled, v Civil de, i 
religious law, instituted and railed by tie Media eyo 





























= itbese dep were presented to the Medjliss on the 2nd November, and the first. 
two rer accoptel. As regard the thi, it aa pointed out to the ‘Ulema that, a 
the Civil Code had never been ratified by the Meiji, it could:not be regarded ax Hela 
nes ai renee that certain foreign States, such as Russia, whose subjects ie 
Tenia were amenable to the local law, would probably demand consulur junction it 
these nubjcts vere now made lable to religious law, Eventually the mattor was lot 
mene oe ca nae Promising to take stops to draw up n better cide, ‘: 

For three days the priests still remained in the mosques, and it ih sid thab thei 
pain rari th sd on win Sean 
sit ¢ hey felt that they had lost prestige by the e ic 
Ny ae they had made, and wanted the Valiahd and Prime aS Hah joer 
ue a) et Tead them out. On the Sth November, however, Kawam-cé-, 
soon a hari of the Cabinet proceeded to the mosque, where a 
Ree formally accepting the two demands, and the privsta then left 
ha ae ee areas lyaleiained from any overt, participation in these 
USS guna gC sao confined his activities to measures 











Thave, &e, 
: PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 13492/27/44) No. 196, 


The Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran), 


(No. 296, 


(Telegraphie,) BR ign Ofte 
5 Foreign 0; ber 5, 192 
YOUR tnegrm No 498 of 20th November: ai 
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[E 19764/6/34) No. 197, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 8.) 


(No. 432, Confidential.) 
(Telographic.) 
Jegram No, 427. : : ee 
A oo eee ae 
il suspended, and that latter maintains his demand for dismissal of present Persian 
Government, We discussed informally various questions at ise bate Persia and 
Ragei, an T recommended im privately to stand nn where ie son goal, grow 
aus regards tariff questions to be coneilia ht to 
rae weal negolaties was impostiblo unless Russians abandoned generalities au ee 
their desiderata, which they ave not done yet. By so acting and by giving publicity to 
tininently reasonable attitude of Persian Government he sul obtain eupport of p 
in ‘ually compel Russians to show their hand. : 
me nervous of Ttmtan tary aaion, but seamed comforted by my paso 
viow that internal conditions in Russia’ would render this difficult nt present. 


Tehran, December 7, 1922. 


and especially 

















No. 198, 





[1B 13896/7/34) 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.. 





(Received December 11.) 


No. 435, Confidential.) 
{ni graphic.) 
Hi 


i ing with question in unpractical, and, though 
in which Persians axe dealing with question in unpractica, 
toe re ate cowplote hupartiality as between Standard and Sine 





hit hat grant of concession to latter would. only make 1 
Be ne ey Cae yetlceaniel question of external debt, and fou tno that for the 
nt and until ie had had tore time to look round he would pret eT enol a 
aa ngged into question of debt to His Majesty's Gyatamnant oh Rae 
drtkdless maintain pressure on Persian Government as a tan 
ae ens fact fro his point of view, London market would aot be opan until it 
ey mena ieee frank relations with myself, but wishes them in present 
Giroumstancos to be unobtrusive. . My impression was distinetly favourable, 


e that for the 




















[i 1987/6/34) No. 199. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Received December 12.) 


(No, 480.) 
(elegraphic, ae 
wor Hg romivel’ my, despatchen Now nd 633, which explain 


i i for tion, ‘That particular series of 

ehole circumstances in detail and reasons for my act F 8 

ye ta Has blown ‘over aid situation as singe changed in several important 

es ful y No, 42 gh 

vey Various Russian manouvres have filed (see my telegram No, 427), though 
* © others may: be expected. 





‘Tehran, December 11, 1922 
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a 


. Relations are now strained between Persian Goverm jan Legati 

_aleeegny. telegram No, 482 and preceding once) nt Pusan Togation 

Prime “Minister ‘has suppressed newspapers. direetly inapired by Rossian 
Fepresentative and is alarmed about Ruvsian destrry 

+ Provisional law constituting jury fo trial of press offences has beon now. passed 
{is our policy of allowing naturi! eauses to operate and leaving, Borteng 
to ew fom tei own xperience is hearing fruit, but’ must neseasrly bo 

low. | Taken all round, I think our position ; ; 
and that anti-Britsh fling is dying own, vse than a yeas ago, 


For several reasons which appear to me vital, Lam utter 
Should, however, situation arise as you suggest, which Ts Ml, 























WITH reforence to Mt, Hodgsou's despatch No, 
of the Itusso-Persian Commercial Treaty, 
8 ago by M. Tagizadeh 










in Moscow, who gave 
Negotiations have not taken place continuously, 





a of the monopoly of foreign trade, M. Taqizadeh gaye mo 
#ome prospect of attaining a compromise in thie matter, 
ww that it would be more a compromise in. practice than 4 

the actual text of the future treaty, 

1g most difficulty at the moment. is that of the status 

hunasariat of ‘Foreign Trae in Persia, ‘Theso ropree 

ral_ pol 








trade delegation in London under 
i, and pointed out that, so far as actual trading 
Caratigns serg concerned, those wero conducted in London by Ateos Limited, whieh 
although working on Itussian capital, is a British registered company, attl as ach 
Teovives no particnlar privileges. 

L enquired as to the attitude of the Soviet 
According to the Russo-Persian Peace ‘Treaty, 











Government ou transit questions, 
P ° Russia accords transit. rights through 
Russia to goods exported from Persia. M. Tagizadeh informed me that, whion the 
urkish delegation raised the question of extending this priviloge. to impor. goog 
destined for Persia, the Soviet Government declared that, although. they wore 
opposed to this, ou grounds of principle thoy could not agree without wenkouinu, thott 
Position in negotiations for the conclusion of eominorcial treaties with Western Lowers 
such as Germany, which were interested in the export of goods vid. Batoumelatw Py 
Persia, anil which might be willing. to make’ some counterconcession in. return’ for 
i ege 

‘agizadel 






























h told me that he hoped to be able to complete negotiations in one or 


two months, 


Thave, &, 
WILLIAM PETERS, 









































Taal 




























































No. 201 


E 19842/96/65] 
: Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


Ths Marquess Curzon of 





(So, 301) 
(rele TR telogram No. 429 of 2ath Newenber 
T approve proposed reply regarding: Sim in firat part of Sir P. Cox's telegram 
TIN ‘you should point out facts given in frst Later that the Persian 


f Neonber to Colonial Office and express ‘the Doni 
ee iene to the gocdwill of the Trak Governm neousiderable, 


f i ‘ibes! yn western side of border. 
T aauijent on relations of latter with tribesmen on western ord 
aoe ee ay aiid that His Majesty's Government, will, however, not countenanee MAY 
hostile preparations against Rersia in the mandated territo 





Roreign Ofjie, December 12, 1 









fi 16040/6/94) No. 202. 


Sir B. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. 


Nv, 440, Most Confidential.) 
{fat apie) i 
eas thet Pri i i destine approaches to Russian represen 
sar that Prime Minister ismaking clandestine app to) 7 
fae aa Taran that latter has requested. authority from Moscow 
tosuine relations, but has not yot received reply. 


(Repeated to Indis.) 


— (Received December 13.) 


‘Tehran, December 12, 1922. 











No, 203. 


[)E 14009/7/34] 
Marquess Curzon of Kedlest 


Sir P. Loraine to the 





‘on.—(Received December 


(Nera Dekran, December 11022, 
: N ( i f Persi rites that American finance! 
(releaea rre on Imperial Bank of Persia, writes to me that Ametsnn, Sastctt 


8 wns per mon i 
dvance 1,000,000 eee Manager has telegesphed to his 


first appeal of financial adviser. 


advisor lias asked bank to a0 9 

oy oath oi yal to met current eae 
for sanction, and is Anxious nok *) ei aes 

Cel aead ee now for expenditure, as by onter of Beran Goverment no 

Jaques are puid iutTess eountersigned by American adviser, tn thoes toy 

{ie gon malutain your objeatiin to advances by bank on speci yy! 











No, 204. 


14097/3757/34| ; ‘ 
ae Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 15.) 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess 


(So 410. 

(Holographic: seaticie. nee 
AS i teen ps i ‘Commission with unimportant 
t ve buen passed by Parliamentary a 

coe a pout to Medias ay day now for ual approval 


‘Tehran, December 14, 1922. 





No, 205. 


14084/70/34 ; ; 
se de wrzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 10.) 


ir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ou 








(soy ) 
Joggraphic, 
ON aes a Paragraphs 1, after amending it 40 that aligoment does 
jliss Comn ion has appr , afte di it i ss 
aoe Soon alway, syndicate ‘option by diverting sortherp terminys 


i Sroposed mining rights, 1 ain 
nok ee queanderan and by some diminution of “proposed mining 8 ight au 
watching matter 


‘Tehran, December 14, 1 
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[E 14142/286/34) 

Sir P. Loraine 
(No. 446, 


(Telegraphic,) 
SHAH ahived this afternoon, 





to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston, 





No. 206, 


—(Received December: 18.) 


Tehran, December V7, 1922, 





[E 14009/7/34} No. 207. 


(Ne. 304.) 
(Melegrsphie) 


YOUR telegram No. “ 

for Tou fram Tnporal Basle tt December 
While generally opposed to further finan 

case political expedicnoy is sufficient 

Proposed advance if bank enquire my ¥ 
Debts dite to His Majesty's Gove 





Views, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir 





P. Loraine (Tehran), 





advances, I consider that: in present 
T therefore have no objection to 


desire to diminish pail aad aaeee nent should not bo Tost sight of but T do not 





this connection, 


requiesconce by making mention of them i 





|B 14212/27/44) No, 208 
Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Ke 
(No. 451.) 
(Telegraphic) 
HAVE received note from Persian ( 


Tepresentative to Lausanne Confer 
ontivn, Si 














erstand same request has been m i 
“support is requested, and Persian Governgot 
Tepresentative, whatev 





in Government: presumes that, 
er rights it may have will be preserved,” 


dleston.—(Received December 19,) 


Teliran, December 18, 1929, 
ment requesting admiwsion of Persian 


renee as regard western, and especi r 
lar note hast bec nddieswod tomy Kronch, aud lialgee ae ee aeat 


nich and Italian colleague, and 
London, Pais and Rome, oy 
ponding despatch of ity 








[EB 14249/27/44) No. 209, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston, 


(No. 452.) 
(elegrap ic.) a 
LY mediately preceding talogram, 
oreilitference numbers are those of papors i 
Persians invoke fifty-four in support of their 
(Geo also Nos 111 und 126). ‘Has anyt 
given. a that tine? 

I do tiot know whether His Majesty's Gov 
sian acre” une 
Porsian representative were granted a hearing 
of ny pretext for champion 
trouble, 

00 the other hund, request comes very hite; P 
theie views would probably be terrors welanie a 














Ml give 
alo 









commission of British, French, Ttali 
By Treaty of Sdvres, if tha ora 
‘arkish and 








Persian frontier is coincident, be 








eriment and their Alli 
ig Persian catise, which they might do 


3 I to thi 
out, if request. be considersd inadmissible, that Doe 


—(Received Decomber 19.) 


Pelivan, December 19, 1922, 


Persian print, volume 1920, Part VID 
z q 1920, Part VIII, 
i Ba, at seems not unfounded 





to invalidate wssurance 





ies are prepared to 
considerable satisthetion hire if 1 
Russians would be thereby deprived 

merely to give 


rs 





n object is vaguely stated, and 

Tk might also be pointed 
n claim can be referred ti 
representatives contemplated 










milar provision for) rectifying boundary where 


preserved in treaty now under 



































Ss — 


ye 


1a] 


40 G¥O33¥ Shen, 









fi INOGNOT 351: 
pares er eB 
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T do not know whether any new 
between Turkey and Persia, 
in any possi) 

aisle i 


border State is uow contemplated to be interposed 
Eyather, however, that Persian Government is interested 
# rectification of Kurdish frontier between Turkey and Trak, and would 
Mosul reverting to Turkey, 





(Confidential) 

A refusal will certainly eaure disappointment here, but if one is necessary I hope 
thy French and Italian colleagues and I may receive identic instructions in such manner 
as to make it clear thac decision iy an Allied and not a British one. 

(Copies to India and Bagdad ) 





[E 14054/6/34) No. 210. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 305.) 
(elegraphie.) Ry Foreiim Office, December 19, 1922, 
BUSHIRE telegram No. 317 of 20ch November: Rebel Khans of Tangistan, 
It is simprising that Persian Government have recently granted titles to these 
rebels You should protest 1n strong terms, unless you see objection. 














[E 19958/7/34} No. 211, 


The Marquess Curzon of Keilleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No, 516,) 
Sin, Foreiyn Ojiice, December 20, 1922. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 630 of the 19th October last relative to the 
Persian Goverument’s debt to His Majeaty’s Government, and I approve the steps 
taken by you in order to induce the Persian Government to recognise their indebtedness 
and to mike adequate provision for repayment, 








Tam, ke. 
GURZON OF KEDLESTON, 





[B 14805 /1002/34) No, 212, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston 


(No. 669, Contidential.) 
My Lord, 


(Received December 21.) 





Teliran, November 18, 1922. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No, 36% Confidential, of the 4th September, and to state that Tami unable for the 
moment to offor any detailed comments on the despate'y from the commoreial secretary 
respecting the “ Anylo-Persian Commercial Agreement,” which was enclosed in my 























despatch No. 113, Confidential, of the Sth July, as Major Temple unfortunately left no 
copy of that document among the archives which he lianded over on the closure of his 
oflice, As this is uot the only case which has sinee been noticed of such omission, a 


communication on the subject 


being addressed 10 Major ‘Temple, 
On the general ques i 


on, however, | beg leave to offer the following observations :-— 


Your Lordship is well aware, from reports emanating from this Legation, and no 
doubt from other sources also, of the deplorable economic situation into which Porsia 
has fallen her trade is stagnant; her financial situation is chaotie; her credit is at a 
very low ebb. Although an effort has been made by the present Medjliss to create a 
budget which balances revenme and expenditure, and certain economies have been 
elected, and although some progress has beeu made towards the maintenance of 
general security by: the present Minister for War, these attempts, however commend: 
able in themselves, have not yet brought about any appreciable chaoge in the 
‘general situation, und have failed to induce the atmosphere of coufidence which is an 
indispensable condition of trade revival or economic recovery. My United States 
colleigne told me privately the other day that in summing up the situation here ina 
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report tohis Government he had described Persia as being “economically prostrate 
and politically prostituted,” and this is not an altogether unfair description of the 
present position, 

It may therefore be affirmed that unless some foreign Power, whose subjects 
possess both the will and the means, lends a hand towards the financial and economic 
Tecovery of this country, that process is unlikely to take place as result of any 
internal movement. Moreover, as your Lordship is well aware, the general lack of 
legal or administrative guarantees for the security of individuals or of property in 
Persia, unless these be under the protection of a foreign Power which is strong and 
resolute in the defence of its nationals’ interests, indisposes any Persian from venturing: 
such capital as he may possess in new enterprises; the rule here is to stick to what 
you have a8 long as you ean, without too nice a regard to the means which you employ ; 
and the task keeps most Persians quite busy enough, 

With the possible, and perhaps doubtful, exception of the United States of 
America, Great Britain is the only country which is in a position to lend oficagiously. 
the helping hand; indeed, her ancient ties with Persia aud the relative magnitude of 
her established interests here indicate in no uncertain manner her fitness for that rol 

OF late, however, Persian views in regard to Great Britain have been clouded by 
suspicions of our motives which can only be removed gradually, while an inflated form 
of nationalist self-importance has spread the entirely erroneous doctrine that Persia, if 
loft alone, is quite capable of working out her own salvation by her own resources and 
at her own time, From iny own observations T think that a sense of tho somewhat 
grimmer reality is dawning among the more intelligent Persians, and the pressure of 
facts will doubtless and in due course drive the lesson home While, therefore, | agree 
with Major Temple as regards the desirability of offering to the Persian Clovernment, 
tangible proofs of our desire to help them in the present. period of economic crisis, 1 do 
not consider that the opportune moment. hus yet eome; Ido, however, think that it 
my not be long deferred, and that it would be well to have some plan ii mind, 

‘The real test of the attitude of the Persian Government is its behaviour as regards 
the debt owing’ to His Majesty's Goverment; if and when the Tersian Government 
recognises that debt, aud. provision satisfactory to His Majesty's Government is made 
for its service, the moment will, in my opinion, have come for us to inbend; for such 

Persian side will mean either that a friendly Government has come into 
power, or that the Government in power has realised the necessity of being on good 
terms with us. 

Provided that no other Power is willing to come to Persia's assistance, we could io 
doubt by the steady exercise of financial and economic pressure bring the Persian 
Government to its knees, but, the memory of a capitulation would always rankle, and 
the wiser course in my view is to show the Persiaus that if they will only settle. up 

outstanding accounts with us and acknowledge their proper obligations, we are 
willing to help them into better and more prosperous paths. ‘Tho Persia) shates the 
characteristics of a wayward, headstrong child; every: now and then he aust be 
Vrought up with a round turn, but a perpotually, chiding: and forbidding attitude 
towards him is apt to make him sullen and more than normally obstructive, 

As regards ways and means the question is more difficult, for we are presupposingz 
® genera change of attitude on the part of the Persian Goverment without any 
accurate knowledge of the nature and degree of the change, It may, however, be 
postulated that anything which can be done to relieve the present financial ind 
economic stringency will ultimately redound to our benefit, as we have by far the 
Tnrgest commercial and industrial stake in the country, and especially so if such relief 
be concurrent with a reorganisation and purification of the Government finances such 
as we hope the American advisers will effect. 

‘The first need will doubtless bea loan to facilitate and finance a reorganisation 
scheme, and to create’ some equilibrium in the Government accounts, Lator on—and. 
the contingency is one that itis hardly, necessary to contemplate at present—a funding 
Toau may be desirable for the purpose of unifying the Persian external debt. 

Apart, however, from the particular question of Government finance, there is the 
geueral and no less important one of economic development, From this point of view 
itis, 1 think, obvious that means of communication and transport take precedence of 
other considerations. Exports must be developed in order to redress the present 
balance of trade, which is adverse to Persia; the country: is capable, even without 
intensifying measures, of producing more than it ean export. at a world-marketable 
price with the existing communications and transport; any. development of exports 
depends therefore on the provision of transport to the sea more regular, cheaper and 
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more speedy than the toilsome passage of camel, mule and donkey by hazardous tracks 
over steep mountah ranges. 

‘Transport and communications must, [ think, be regarded as the first consideration, 
‘and after that agriculture, irrigation and the use of water power in order to levelop t 
principal products of the country as at present constituted: Agriculture is and should 
remain the principal interest of the country, becanse it affects and employs a far larger 
seetion of the population than any other pursuit, aud, in my opinion, it ought to be 
placed on a sound footing before expansion of the exploitation of mineral resources or 
the creation of manufacturing industries, Moreover, the Persian craftsman is both 
skilful and ingenious, and he could supply a great many more needs in the way of 
home-made articles than exist at present, owing to the low purchasing power of the 
rural population and the primitive standard of living. 

‘There is no doubt that the American advisers, if they are to perform their task in 
a thorough inanner, will have to pay heed to the general economic situation as welll as 
to matters of Government finance, and the Persians, if they are wise, ought to form 
committee, including some of the advisers, to study the question and draw up a pro- 
‘zranitne of economic reconstruction and development in order of urgency and relative 
utility. Their presence onght undoubtedly to offer a better guarantee than has existed 
here for some time for investments of capital in Persia, and auything they may be able 
to accomplish in restoring the somewhat dilapidated credit of the Persian Government. 
abroad and in introducing sounder financial methods at home cannot fail to enhance 
that guarantee. Tt would be rash, having regard to previous attempts of the same 
character and to the inherent Persian dislike of reforms, to predict suecess in these 
directions for the American advisers, but they will certainly start with a better chance 
than any of their predecessors, and British interests ought to be prepared to take their 
slhare in any revival of enterprise in Persia which may ensi 

Tentirely share your Lordships opinion, however, that, in the present conditions 

ersia, overtures on our part for a commercial agreement would. not be favourably 
received, either by Kavwam-cs-Sultaneh's Government or any other similar one. Should 
amore friendly Government come into offies, and I do not entirely despair of that 
result, the best course would, in my opinion, he to let it be known informally that 
should British assistance in financial difficulties. or economie development be sought, 
any reasonable proposals. would be sympathetically considered. I have two especial 
reasons for advocating this course: firstly, that {do not consider any formal agreement: 

eneral or commercial character with Persia desirable in present circumstances 5 
secondly, because no Persian statesman possessing the intention of taking up/a frankly 
frieudly attiinde towards Great Britain will dare to take office withont satisfying 
himself that he will receive some measure of support on our part, or at least that we 
shall not put spokes in his wheel. Your Lordship need not, | think, apprehend any 
demand for a subvention or any uncovered advandes, for our recent attitude of indifferent 
‘iloofness, coupled with a tightening of the purse-strinses, has had a much more profound 
effect, than is apparent on the surface; indeed, considering what they are, 1am. 
astonishied at the comparative rapidity with which the Persians have resigned them 
selves to the unpalatable idea that money is no longer to be had through this Legation. 
‘Mho fact remains, however, that we shall not get w moro friendly Government unless it 
can count on some support from us, for without being able to show that its friendship 
with Bnglanil has brought some benefit to the country and facilitated the solution of 
some of the more pressing difficulties, it would be unable to stand up against the 
‘Aagousations of subservience to the British, far less to change the current of opinion as 
regards ouirselves, antl would very soon bo thrown to the wolves 

Meanwhile, however, the Persians are in a hurry and we are not, but ean aiford 
to wait, So long as the Persian administration does not actually collapse. "Che difficult 
‘moment will come when there appears to be a chance of a more friendly Government 
being formed y I cannot suppose that a request on my part for instructions to meet a 
lypothetical situation would be very welcome, and I trust therefore that your Lordship 
will rely on ny judzinent in, making suggestions hy telegraph as regards the iniuimum 
assurance of assistince which I think would suffies, if and when the contemplates 
sitwtion arise 

Tn conclusion, | beg leave to observe that my telogram No. 21 of the 20th June 
hhas been slightly misquoted, and perbaps it was uot correctly received ; the formula 
which Lsuggested to the Pr iter was “correct” relations with Russia and an 
economic inderstanding with England. My point was that if Persia wished to cultivate 
‘loser relations with Great Britain it would he preferable to do so ou economic rather 
than political grounds, as being leas likely to arouse the resentment of Soviet Russia or 
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to give the Soviets any pretext for making difficulties ; also that Persia needed economic 

development, and the policy suggested would. therefore mect a genuine need, besides 

aking the line of least political resistance. My remark was, of course, in the form of 

counsel to the Persian Government, and not in that. of a proposal by His Majesty's 
overmment. 

am sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India, to His Majesty’ 

High Commissioner at Bagdad and to His Majesty's consul-seneral at Bushire, 

Thave, &. 
PERGY LORAINE, 





[E 14290/14290/34) No, 213. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 21.) 
ie 47. Confidential 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 20, 1922, 

PRIME MINISTER told me this evening that persistent rumours were reported 
to him from Enzeli and Resht. that Russians are preparing force of 40,000 men to cross 
Persia and operate against Irak, Avother telegram from Persian representative in 
Switzerland saying that Russian delegates were incensed at their treatment by. the 

‘4st Lausanne, and talked openly of arming the whole Russian population to 
‘attack Russia's enemies, appears to lend colour to Enzeli rumours, 

His Highness asked my views. I replied that I had no confirmation, and there 
was no telling what madmen would do; if, however, Russians have any such intention, 
first thing to kuow was what steps Persia would take to prevent violation of her 

He promised to acquaint me at once with any further ney 
Whole thing may well be fresh attempt to frighten Persian Goverament, but, 
view of other circumstances reported in my telegram No, 453, T-should be glad to learn 
whether you consider there is any real danger of a combined Rusio-'urk operation 
against Irak, in which case first Russian objective in « winter eampaign would certainly 
be Kermansbah, or whether these are mere bluff’ mancuvres designed to influence 

# atti a Lausanne, 

indications available here are that conference is making good progress towards a 
settlement with Turks, BSS eave 

(Sent to India and Bagdad, No. 267.) 





[ E 14299/1002/34) No. 214. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived December 21.) 
dential.) 


graphic.) Teliran, December 20, 19: 
PRESIDENT of the Council has acquainted me privately in confidence with 
conditions laid down by Russians for commercial and ecouomie agreement in informal 
conyersatious which lis Highness had authorised Persian delegation in Moscow to 
undertake with view to resumption of suspended official negotiations; also. with 
conditions which Russian Chargé d'Afiuires hero has attached to resumption of relations 
with Persian Government. He asked for my personal advice, I gave his Highness 
coutissls of extreme moderation, but, some of demands in ither ease are preposterous, 
and no sine Government could accept them. I think Prime Minister will huve to 


resign or break off negotiations and face complete rupture of relations, I will report. by 
despatch at first opportunity, 





[ 14219/27/44) No. 215, 


The Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 309.) 


(Telegraphic) RB. 
OUR telegram No. 451 of 18th December, 
‘The conference is not now dealing with the eastern frontier of Turkey or 
Kurdistan, and there is not the remotest chance of Persian claims being heard, 


Foreign Office, December 28, 19 








[B 14371/27/44) No. 216. 
‘The Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston to Sir Lyre Crowe.—(Received December 24.) 
149, 
iia D. Lausanne, December 24, 1922, 
FOLLOWING addressed to Paris, No, 9, and Rome, No 
mn Government have asked British, French and Italian Governments to 
an represetitative to Lausanne Conference as regards Persia's western and, 
particulurly, Kurdistan frontier, i ‘ 
“Since French and Ltalian plenipotentiaries are away for 25th December holiday, 
please ask Government to which you are accredited to fustruct their representatives at 
Tehran. to join their British colleague at once in explaining to Persian Goverument 
that no question of modifying existing boundary between Irak and Persia will arise 
during this conference, and that Allied Powers regret therefore that they cannot invite 
any Persian representative to come to Lausanne,” 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 1.) 





(B 14972/27/44) No, 217. 
The Marquess Curzon of Keileston to Sir Eyre Crowe—(Received December 24.) 


(No, 150.) 


(Telographi Lausanne, December 24, 1922, 


OL LOWEN addressed to Paris, No, 10, and Rome, No. 6:—- 


ly preceding telegram, 
i trying 10 link up thir lain to be heard by conference 
givon by ws under entirely diferent cireunstanics in 1920, a8 a sequel to 
ruglo-Persian Agreement of 1919 

ae Nise Gdeaiigtt arenes ten up that agreement, and this absolves His 
Majesty's Governinent from any sch Moreover, there is now no question of 
setting up» Kurdish State or a Kurdish autonomous province under Turkey, as was 

contemphited in ‘Treaty of Sevres.” 


(Repeated to Tehran, No, 2.) 





[E 1485/27/44) No. 218, 
Mr, Phipps to Sir Eyre Crowe, —(Recetved December 26.) 


[By Bag,] 
(No, 687.) 5 
(Pelexraphic,) Paris, December 2 
FOLLOWING telegram addressed! to Lord Curzon, Lausaine, in eypl 
23th December :— 
“Your Lordship's telegram No, 9, 4 - Pe 
‘French Government yesterday instructed their representative at ‘Tehran to inform 
Persian Government that, ai Persia was not a belligerent or State bordering on Black: 
Sea, there was no reason for her to be heard at Lausanne, where, moreover, question of 
Trak-Persian boundary would not come up for discussion,” 





[EB 14527 /14290/34) No. 219, 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 464.) 
(Lelegraphic.) 
AY! tolewrana No, 497 . 
Military attaché, after visiting Resht and Enzeli, reports no signs of preparations 
for landing of Russian troops at Enzeli in immediate future, thongh rumours are ourrent 
in both towns emanating from Russian sources to this effect’ Population in consequence 


Tehran, December 27, 192: 





uneasy, and mnany individuals preparing for hurried evacuation, Bolshevik propayanda, 
conducted by Russian consul at Resht and aided by Russophil Govenior, is ineseusing 
geueral unrest throughout Gilan, Military attaché is of the opinion that report ck 
proposed landing is attempt of Russian representative here to frighten Persian Govern: 
ment into compliance with Russian demands, and that no landing will take place excep 
in case of outbreak of hostilities between Russia and the Allies 

I think this view ia correct, Prime Minister realises danger of situation in Gilan, 
and may appoint more suitable Governor, but most of his energies urw absorbed 
defending his own precarious n, 

(Sent to India, Bagdad, No. 265.) 





[E 14528 /6/94) No. 220. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Decomber 28.) 


(No, 465.) 
(Pelegraphie) Peliran, December %7, 1922, 
HAH received me to-day and sought my personal opinion’ in. regard to. Bersian 
relations with Russia; should he dismiss prosent Persian Government and form another 
or should Russian demands be resisted? His Majesty realised thnt yielding was. a 
dangerous precedent, but feared the consequences’ if Russi T let His 
Majesty und Ton no 
nild I counsel 
tal interests, 


pparent; generally, F offered much 

1 also cautioned 

hin against acoopting respons He said he 

thought, he would take my advieo. I did not conceal from His Majesty my. own 

dlinsatinfuction with prosent: Government, whose foolish poliey was eatranging. old rious 

and winning no new ones, T invoked his assintanoe in stopping auti-Butish campaign, 

which provented resumption of cordial relations, and covnplained of Nosrat-odsDowlel’s 
systematic persecution of Anglophil Persians, 

1 teat vour Lordship will approve my language. I wish to avoid being dragged 
into it, but if present crisis continues I shall certainly be approached again, and-an 
expression of your own views would be invaluable, 

(Gent to India.) 





[E 14487/285/34) No, 221 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 665. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 9, 1922, 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 44 from the Military Attaché, Tehran, GF sels November, 1082, 
ave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 221. 
Secret.) 
Gitan, etigence Summary No. 44 for week ending November 4, 1922, 
tan. 
WITH reference to Intelligence Summary No. 42, dated the 22nd October, 
paragraph 1, Sirdar Mugtaddir of Talish died suddenly on the 20th October while 
on a visit to Amir Ashayir of Khalkhal, One report states that he died of apoplexy, 
and anotiver states that he was poisoned. From the Persian Government's point of 
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view, his death has taken place at a very opportune moment, as he was becoming an 
awkward customer to deal with, 2 

‘A detachment of 250 Persian troops left Resht on the 81st October for Talish. 
‘The Persian Government will now assume complete control of this district. : 

2. On the 14th October twenty Russian sailors under an officer landed at Enzeli 
from the steamship “ Djetalny ” by permission of the Goyernor of Enzeli to go on a 
shooting expedition, Each sailor hada rifle and twenty rounds of ammunition. 
‘The party carried ont a reconnaissance of the ground round the port and then 
returned to thein ship. ‘The statement. that they were on a shooting expedition was 
‘i mere excuse, The shooting round Enzeli is Small-game shooting for which rifles 
are useless. 

3. On the 17th October two diplomatic couriers arrived at Enzeli en route to 
‘Tehran,_ ‘They had with them three large chests containing coin and two sealed bags, 
one of which was delivered to the Russian Vice-Consulate, ‘They arrived at Tehran 
on the 20th October, 

‘Phese two couriers had come from Chita, Siberia, to Moscow, where they 
remained cight days, thence to Baku, where they stayed one day, thence to 
EnzeliPehran, 

4, Two Russian Jews arrived at Enzeli on the 17th October, named Volonsky 
and Fizit, in connection. with business for the Textile Trust of Kharkof. ‘They are 
to remain one month at Enzeli, 

5, ‘Two employees in the telegraph office at Resht were arrested by the local 
authorities on the 15th October and sent to Tehran for punishment. ‘The reason for 
their arrest was that they were giving copies of outgoing and. incoming telegrams to 
the Russian consul, ‘These included official Persian telegrams and also telegrams 
sent and received by the British consul at Resht, 


Azerbaijan. 

6, Operations against Simko.—A report from Bagdad states that Simko has 
arrived at Exbil and is trying to open friendly negotiations with the British authori 
ties in Lrak. ‘The Persian authorities have no information yet of Simko being in 
Trak territory, bit, on hearing of this, their suspicions will be at once aroused, owing, 
to the numerous reports published earlier in the year emanating from Russian sources 
that the British are secretly supporting Simko. ‘These reports have been repeatedly 
denied officially by this Legation, and should any recognition or sign of friendship 
be shown by the Trak Government to Simko, a fresh outburst of anti-British feeling 
in Persia will certainly result, 


Kurdestan 
7. The Persian Government has received « report that Sheikh Mahmoud is not 
ining himself to act entirely on the Trak side of the border, but 

mongst Persian Kurd s on the Persian side. ‘This report 
caused the Persian authoriti derable anxiety, as they are naturally opposed to 
any activities which tend to support an independent movement in Persian Kurdestan, 


Transcaucasia, 

8. Some members of the American Relief Mission to the Caucasus arrived at 

a few days ago from Tiflis, ‘They state that a general concentration of 

n troops is taking place along the Tiflis-Julfa railway, and that they them= 
selves travelled from Nakhechivan to Julia with the first trainload of infantry 
They were unable to identity unite oF to name commanders. ‘They. saw troops 
quartered at all stations along the line and report that mancenyres were held recent] 
at Erivan, ‘They saw a party of Turkish “delegates” travelling from Kars to 
Tiflis, ‘They were told by the Soviet authorities that no more Americans will he 
allowed to enter Persia from the Caucasus for the present, and asked that the source 
of the above information may he kept secret. 

9. Reports from Baku received at Resht confirm the fact that the concentration’ 
mentioned above is taking place, and s 4 German officer named Kaulbach is 
assisting Eyore! the Commander-in-chief in the Caucasus. 

10, A further report as yet unconfirmed states that, in the event of war between 
Enropean Powers and Turkey, one Russian Caucasian Corps will proceed to Ang 
viti Kars and Erzeroum, and another corps will move to Tabriz for operations in the 
direction of Mosul. 
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Tehran, x 


11. The city has been quiet during the past week: 
Efforts are being made by the ulema th sexu te 
: yy the ulema to regain temporal power, whi 
years has een gradially decreasing sinc the Constitution, Stany Nee 
Gently been held in the mosques, and they have made the following demands to 
(6) Phe sale of liquor to be prohibited in Pers 
laces of amusement, such as theatres and music s, al 
(c) Press censorship on religious questions Ste eee: 
'.) Representa e it i i 
(2) Representation of the clergy in the Medjliss by specially. appointed 
The Government has agreed to comply with de i 
mands p 
already Brovided for inthe Lawejof the Constitution COORG 
2. The War Minister, Reza Khan, leaves for Bushire on the 10th Novem 
mest His Majesty che Shab G eneral Amanullah Mirza has astived at Relea Hon 
z and resumes his duties as Chief of the Gener e will act f 
Waratah Chief of the General Stall, He will uct for the 
3. Shumyatsky, by orders from Moscow, closed the Armenian Legati 
x cy, by i 5 Legation on th 
25th October and took: over responsibility. for Armenian interests in Persia, Laon 
Sarkissian, the Armenian Minister, will therefore not return from Enivan (reference 
Intelligence Summary No. 42, paragraph 19). 
Suren Arakelian, until now secretary. to th ian Minister 
transferred to be a secretary in the Russian Legation ent Minister, hs been 
14. A reliable informant states that Shumyatsky received a letter on the 


2th Oe Joscow ising hi i 
Fee October from Moscow authorising him to spend’ monthly 75,000 tomans. in 


30,000 tomans on pay and expenses of officials of the Sovi i 
0, s ly es of officials of the Soviet Legation, 
45,000 tomans on propaganda and political agents, eae 


Weert . ae ‘ sot aa 
Attache, who. Torelret x mparat osusay for eer ce an pen, Miltany 
1 humyatsky, in conver or 251 ctober wil Ceri 

4 yeti maar a ta "te ni Aion man Bo 

vite ii hap who have the interests of their countny at 
and hasalays bade sion Ue Rusia Testi Sed SS 
gest he Prine Stern eed the Keenan an ie eNO 
‘This paper is subsidised hy the Tega een Meee eee 
published is given im the appendix,” De ape hence 
for ewa Amercan avers ald inne De or a age one 2 Nove 
he employed with the Tehran Municipality, one of whom is to bean engines 


Kermanshah, 


18. A report from Enzeli states that five Lewis guns were forwarded by th 
Russian consul at Enzeli on the 1th October by moter conipned Crake Reet 
see ea aks WY motor consigned to the Russian 


Astarabad. 


19, With reference to paragraph 15 of last week’s sum is 

* ference : 5 of las 's summary, the Persian 
Government has issued instructions to the Russo-Persian Frontier Commission ta 
postpone work until the spring. No reason is stated, 


M.S. i¢ i, 
Tehran, November 5, 1922. M. SAUNDERS, Liewtinani-Colondl, 





Not primes 
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[E 14528 /6/34] No. 222. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 314.) 
(Pelezraphic.) 
YOUR telegram No, 465 of 27th December. 
Lapprove language held by you to the Shah. 
T appealed to in future you should stand aloof as much as possible. 


Foreign Offiee, December 29, 1922. 





fe 14612/6/34) No. 223. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedteston.—(Received December 30.) 


Tehiran, November 29, 1922. 
‘on the authority conveyed by your Lordship’s telegram No. 443 of the 
Uth Novonsbon 1221, T have Toe nome inouths past | jotiating, in. consultation 
‘with iny Allied and Associated colleaxues, with the Persian Government 
to 10 ew protocol for the reception at this Court ot duly accredited foreign 
diplomatic representatives: on their first an > lie shortly in a position 
to submit to, you a text agreed between th the heads of 
foreigin missions, subject to final approval by the Governments which the latter 
respectively: represent 

Te is not, however, on that subject that T have the honour to address your 
Lordship on thie presont occasion, but rather on certain matters regarding the décanat 
which have arisen in connection therewith, Sinco my arrival here, and up to the 
mnoment of his recent departure, M, de Raymond, the Belgian Minister, has been the dean 
of the Diplomatic Body. ‘The niext sonior foreign representative, according to the date 
fof presentation of his letters of credence, is the Afghan Minister, and { am the 
third on tho list, In ordinary circumstances therefore the Afghan } 

M. de Raymonil’s place ax dean, The circumstances, however, are not quite ordinary, 
for Afghanistan does not enjoy the eapitulatory régime in Persia and bea 
in thorfore not qualified to ct as apokestnan for his colleagues on mubjeots eo 
therewith, On the other hand, the seniority of the Afghan Minister has never been 
Guestion; he has occupied unchallenged the position pertaining thereto when 
the Diplomatic Body has been received by che Shah or the Prings Regent, and it is 
difficult to see on what ground exception could be taken to bis success 
décanat, since His Majesty's Government themselves have established diplomatic 
relations with Afghinistan, and haying regard to the fact that he is the only accredited 
reprwentative of one Modlem Power to another, and that an objection on our part 
Would therefore appeur especially ungracious. Ihave discussed the matter with my 
‘Allied and Associnted colleagues and find that their views secorded with ming, 
namely, that we cannot well decline to recognise our Afghan colleague as dean, but 
thit lis functions in that respect ehould be limited to those of a formal and ceremonial 
character; we are agreed, however, that sutisfaction should be given to his very 
evident desire to conclude with the Persian Government the negotiations in regard to 
the foreign envoys’ reception protocol hitherto conducted by M. de Raymond in the 
hue of the Diplomatic Body. Indeed, having myself ascertained from the Afghan 
Minister that he was quite prepared to accept our views in regard to the few 
outstanding points and to confine his action to securing their acceptance by the 
Persian Government, T have informed him already, on behalf of my colleagues and 
myself, that wo will hand to him’as soon as possible a text of the final modifications 
high we wish to see introduced, in order that he'may speak to the Persian Govern- 
ment on our behalf. ‘ 

Tt has further been agreed between my Allied and Associated colleagues and 
iyself that in matters of common interest we will, if necessary, hold inforinal meetings, 
Asoveasion may require, under my chairmanship, and that should questions concerning 
tho Capitulatious be under discussion the German representative should likewise be 
jnvited to attend, as he is the only other representative here interested in such 
questions. T have explained the circumstances to the German. Chargé d’Affaires and 
igo the undesitability of allowing the Afghan Minister to deal with matters concerning 
the Capitilations, and lye hus expressed his entire concurrence with the attitude of the 





iated representatives and his willingness to fall in with our view 
have also explained to hin the attitude we have abe vane estes of 
moniipal toxatinn, and am sending him « copy of the colletive note ensloed in my 
despatch No, 390 of the L6th June last, He said that the action thus taken with the 
ersian Governiwent is in aecond with the views of the German Govorament, and ho is 
ing that I'should pursue the matter on those lines with.the Persian Government on 


his bel well as on a i iat 
bis bebalf as well as on that of any otter ealeagues representing. the Christian 


‘The Persian Government has recently been 

to finish off the question of the reeeption protocol 

took the somewhat embarrassing initiative of su 
ter. 


h M, Shanty was prose a the Tater had wot 
athe beeausd| my Goverament had 
. lomatic relations with it: Purthe 
it would be dificult for me to attend any future meetings i é 
Body i simian chrentntaroes i viw ot the’ enfireed atecios treatrontet caster 
my colleagues whose Governments entertained no kind of relations with the Govern- 
ment of Moscow, whereas His Majesty's Government, had rela th those same 
Governments of & particularly elose character, ‘The Afghan Minister suid that he had 
had no wish or intention of taking any action likely to place ine in an emburrassiy 
situation, and agreed to postpone the nigeling—T hope aine die, Later on I iequaintod 
ny Aled and Assositodcilagies wih the|wotion thu) taken and they ress 2008 
enougl @) oir ude and i irr lation vhic 
ct an oe aitade aul hele congratulations on the issue which “had 
‘0 explain these various circumstances by telegraph in sufficient detail to permi 
ORO LACAN EG araieclaaialonaid CneaNoet eee eRe 
uch a lengthy message that I slirank from the expense and presumed to act on my own 
discretion, in the hope that I was correctly interpreting your wishes, i 
Thavo, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 





[iB 14619/6/34) No. 224, 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston,—(Reecived December 30.) 
Ne fe) i 
ly Lord, Tehran, December 10, 1922. 
AS 'T have already had the houour to inform your Lordship. previously, 
President of the Council of Ministers has for aan Mesa rages i 
claboration of a law for trial by jury of offenders against existing press lav. 
The press law had already heen enacted in a previous Medjliss, but, no provision 


had been made for the constitution of « court competent. to try those oti 

publicists who transgressed it, In view of the campaign of virulent. abuse aie aL 
‘nd sundry, which dated from the arrival of the present Russian Soviet Changs 
d'Affaires in the spring of this year, it was found absolutely necessary to find some 
Jegal means of restraining these abusive attacks. ‘The method of simple suppression 
of the newspapers was found to be inidequate, as in many eases the editor or owner of 
the paper had foreseen action of this kind and had been furseeing enough to take out 
more than one concession for publishing a newspaper ; thus as goon as one paper was 

suppressed another appeared in its place, the only difference being a change of name. 
At the end of this summer his Highness Kawam-esSultaneh wished to pass a 
complete law for trial of those offenders by jury, but, owing to a large number of 

Deputies being personally hostil to hin, he vas uouble fo make any, progr with it 
“However, the late events which were deseribed in my despatch No, 683 of the 
16th October, brought home vo many of the Deputies the urgent need of some lay 
which would pat a stop to tho: irresponsible. frvedom of the press, and on tho 
Bul November « temporary law for trial by jury of offonders against the prose law 
Jes paced through the Medjlis, a translation of which T have the honour to transit 
he 


[9627] Qi 
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ere passing of this temporary law has had a marked effect on the tone of 
the press, and it is (0 be hoped that the period of unrestrained blackmail and abuse 
has now been brought to a close, This temporary Bill is to be replaced by a permanent 
Bill before the 21st March, 1922 
Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Tnelosure in No. 224. 


Temporary Bill for Trial by Jury. 
(Translation, ’ ee 
Hee CERES aul elect (a edo ennven ace (ett low dueing teenpecta\ hom 
the passing of this Bill up to the 21st March, 192 
Me Eth sourta of appaal or in places where these do not exist, the courte of frst 
istics ze to noniite 100 persons fom residents of the town cr provinee where the 
jury. will sit, ‘Thess 100 persons are to. be chosen from ex-Members of the second 
Mcdjliss and those highest’ unsuccessful candidates of the second and third Medjiss, 
excepting any who inay be Members of the present Medjiss and Ministers, Under- 
verotaries of State or Governors, - Pi 
Th ainy case of refusal of acceptance, the number is to be completed in the same 
ae sun amid geH6\100 persona’ ed ‘chosen thio: court of Apel oF the cout of Sit 
instance shall choose, by lottery, fie permanent members and three substitutes. ‘The 
choice shall be made’ openly in the prosonce of the Public Prosecutor, Permanent 
numbers must atend all the trials, Th the event of nonattendanee aud the reason 
for sane being found valid, the member or members not attending shall bo repla 
vom the substitutes by lottery. : ‘ 
Pee yee the nutaber of members eligible for clection does not total 100, 
the jury shall bo chosen by lottery from a lesser number, aa 
wee ite edu will be compasod of mombers of the penal court and the five jury, 
and thoy shall examine each case in accordance with the existing penal code, AL the 
nd of the trial and before the court breaks up, they shall give a decision by majority 
‘4 regards the kind of offence and the conviction or acquittal of the culprit. The 
judges of the penal court alone sball either acquit or name the amount of punishment 
Of the accused, as provided for in the pross lw. chek 
Tn the event of ment between the judges, the majority wi 
ayed will benofit and be frve fromm convict 
{, This Bill has no jurisdiction over persons accused of politied crimes 





[BE 14620/298/34) No, 225. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received December 30.) 


pei Tehran, December 10, 192: 
YT HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of « note which 
Thave addressed to the President of the Council in the name of the signatories of the 
collective note on the subject of municipal taxation, dited the 14th June last, copy of 
vhich was enelosed in iy despatch No, 350 of the 16th June, as well as in that of the 
Geman Charge Pasties wh, bat it conversation and in a Better of which m opy is 
exeledeceit hi expe is entivecnsurrngs inthe atts in his respect 0 
elf aud of my Allied and Associated colleagues. oe 
ae err Geyer aakiie ot tie lester era ved Seer Uo ORES YaEy, sen 
thie desiralility of maintaining to the fullest possble extent the extra-territorial rights 
of (oroiguers iu Persia, aud stated his belie€ that in the absenes of a capitulatory 
Pégiine all commercial uctivity on their part would become impossible, 

T bog leave to transwit also to your Lordship copy of « communica tly 
received by my Belgian colleague from the Minister for Foreign Afaira in Brussels, it 
which M, Juspav expresses himself with no uncertain voice regarding the necessity of 
ior agreement betwen the interested foreign Governments before their consent can 
be given to ay fil imposition on heir aubyeets resident in Persia 

% have, ke. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 225. 
Sir P. Loraine to Kawam-es-Sultanch. 


M. le Président du Conseil, Téhéran, le 29 novembre 1922, 

BAR une note en date du 14 juin, les roprésentants de la Belgique, de In France, 
des Etats-Unis et de Italie et moi-méme, nous avons eu Uhonneur dexposer av 
Gouvernement impérial la manidre de voir de nos Gouvernements dans la question des 
taxes municipales et de poser, comme base de traitement de cotte question, certaing 
prineipes auxquels nous avons prié le. Gouve 


fernement persan de bien vouloir donner son 
adhésion. 


Au nom des signataires de cette note, dont je suis le plus ancien actuellement & 

‘Téhéran, et au nom du Chargé d'Aflaires d’Allemagne, qui sassocio pleinement A notre 

démarche précitée, je me permets d'attirer Fattention bienveillante de votre Altesss aur 

notre communication du 14 juin et dexprimer lespoir qu'elle se trouvera biontdt & méme 

de lui retourner une réponse favorable, 

Votre Altesse se rend certainement compte que, en attendant Ia solution définitive 

de cette question, nos ressortissants ne peuvent pus tre autorisée & acquitter les taxes 

wunicipales, et je vous prie d’avertir formellement les autorites persanies compétontes 

onstuenes, puingue plusieurs de cells dans’ les provinces - sistent encore 4 
réclamer le paiement de ces taxes & nos nationaux, ; 

Veuillex ugréer, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


German Chargé d'Affaires to Sir P. Loraine. 


M. le Ministre, Téhévan, Le 30 novembre 1922, 
TAT Vhonneur daccuser & votre Excellence réeeption de la lettre que vous. ave 
bien voulu imiadresser en date d’hier an sujet des taxes, municipales ot du projet de 
Hrotocole your Ie réeeption dee roprésentantsdiplomatiques 4 la Cour de Pers anh que 
des trois anmexee qui Vaccompagunient, et mempresdo de vous on remereier svremenent 
‘Tout on réitérant A votre Excellency ia pene. eb entiey adlaion wi teste ciee 
notes dont vous avez eu Ia bonté de m'envoyer la copie, je vous pric, &o, 
SOMMER. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 225, 
M. Jaspar to M. de Raymond, Belgian Minister at Tehran. 


istre, Bruelles, le 16 septembre 1922, 

WAT ou Thonneur de recevoir la lettre du 16 juin dernier, par laquelle vous avex 
ien voulu me rendre compte, d'une part, des efforis que fait depuis plus d'un an le 
Souvernement: persan pour obliger les sujets ctrangers X payer aux municipalités 
certaines taxes non prévues par les Capitulations ; d'attre part, des démarches que le 
Corps diplomatique a efleetuées en vue deimpécher los autorités impériales dappliquer 
ux ressortissants des Etats capitulaires des mesures qui n'auraiont pas été approuyéen 
par les Légations intéressées, 

Jai pris connaissance, aveo un vif intérét, tant de votre rapport que de 968 annexes, 
notamment de la note collective que vous avex rédigée & ce sujet et qui a été adrossde 
Par vous et vos colldgues au Ministre impérial des Affaires étrangdres, 

Je yous en remercie et me rallie voloutiers aux reeommandations et desiderata 
énoneés dans In note que le Corps diplomatique a soumis 4 la considération du 
Gouvernement le Sa Majesté impériale le Schab. 

La question de Vapplication des taxes municipales a fait Pobjet dim examen 
attentif et minutieux de la part des services compétents de mon Administration, 

11 paraitrait que jusqu'en 1900 il était pergu en Perse des taxes dites “Radari” 
(impots pour les voies de communication) qui constituaient en quelque sorte des taxes 
octroi; payées 4 Pentrée des villes par lea transporteurs, et dont le taux variait selon 
Jy nature des miarchandises. Ces contributions auraient 4té supprimées par To 
Gouvernement. persan, i Tinitintive de notre compatriot, M. Naus, Administratour 
général des Douanes. “Lorsque ce Gouvernement a demandé & pouvoir procéder 4 uno 
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yeforme de son tarif douanier, au cours des premitres années de ce sidcle, les Gouverne- 
nents russe et britannique auraient posé comme condition la renonciation formelle aux 
taxes de lespoce. 

Tl miiutéresser ir pouvoir étudier ce point de In question que vous m'exposez, 
obtenir quelques précisions & ee sujet. 

Usemble, d’autre part, que le droit doctroi envisagé dans le projet persan soit en 
mn avee Varticle 4 du ‘Traits belge-porsan de 1857, qui stipule que nulle taxe 
nnelle (en dehors des droits de douanes) ne pourra, sous aucun prétexte, étre 

réclainée dans I'nn comme dans Vautre Btat. 

Diailleurs, comme la Belyique jouit, en vertu de ce traité, des mémes droits que 
Ja pation la plus fivorisée, nous devrons, en Vesper, béudficier du régime imposé A la 
Perse par les prineipaux Htats capitulaires, notamment l'Angleterre, 

En co qui concerne les autres taxes municipales, principalement les * Mosteghellat” 
(impots sur les immeubles), nous pourrions, si les autres Puissances sont unanimes sur ce 
point, nous montrer plus eonciliants, bien que ces taxes le soient pas prévues par les 
traités, I] serait, en effet, difficile d'exiger du Gouvernement persan d’en exempte 
compldtement les étrangers, Il importe, cependant, de ne pas perdre de vue dans cette 
question un principe découlant du régime capitulaire, & savoir quiaucune taxe, aucun 
tarif} aucun rdglement fiscal ou judiciaire applicable aux dtrangers, béndticiaires de co 
régime d'exception, ne peuvent étre mis en vigueur A Iégard de ceux-ci sans le 
eonsentement des Gouvernements intéressés. Tl convient done, comme yous le dites, 
que la question fasse objet d'une entente préalable entre les Etats chrétiens représentés 
A Dhoran et Je Gouvernement impérial. 

testime, d'ecord avec vous et yos collégues, que vous ne devrez donner votre 
assentiment A Tadoption du projet persan qu’ condition que le produit des nouvelles 
contributions quill gagit de prévoir soit exclusivement consacré 4 Ventretien et & 
Vamélioration du service municipal et que ces taxes sofent établies par une loi unif 
et votde par le Medjlis, Il serait naturellement désirable que ce projet de to 
moment, qu'il intéresse los Gtrangers, soit prélablement examiné et approuvé par le 
(Ga abana 

Jo vous prie de vouloir me tenir an courant de tous les développements de cette 
affaire.  J'attacherai du pr connaitre Taccueil réservé in les Gouyernements 
Américain, britannique, frangais et italien aux propositions de la Perse. 

Je yous saurat yt6, enfin, de mo faire counaites quelles étaient les impositions 
directes ot indivectes auxquelles étaient soumis jusqu’d présent les Gtrangers établ 
Perse, 

HENRI JASPAR. 





[/B 14412/3757/34) 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Vehrun). 
(No. 315.) 


Meloweaplic) 
Ce RISLESS. 


No, 226. 


Boreign Office, December 30, 1922. 


‘ho Indo-European Telogeaphh Company are, we undérstaud, making, props to 
d 


Persian Government for wireless telegraphy. We do not wish to 


iscouraye tho 
company, atid you should watch developinents and report, 





(8 7/7/34] No. 227, 


Six P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 31.) 


No, 468, 
‘Telegraphic.) BR, Tehran, December 30, 1922. 

‘MEY telogram Nos 45, 

Persian Government replies that, nothwithstanding our assurances respecting Taha 
‘and Simko, former is reported to linve’ left Bagdad, ath December, for Tdriah, with 
twelve British officers, uniforms, money, machine-gins, rifles and ammunition, to be 
irying to reconeil Assyria refugees with Sinko, and to attract Persian Kurds towards 








Simko, and to be assembling Kurds by distributing arm: nl ; 
that Simko)han left walghbourkood of Ari 2 en nod ona Propaganda alo, 

_,, lt is asserted that, if these two men be left at large near the border, such activities 
will produce trouble amongst Persian Kurds, Persian Goverumont, therefore, protests 
against their activities, which “may possibly lead to reciprocal measures by the Turks 
sud have serious consquenoes.” : 

s regards representations reported in my telegram No. 458, 

Azerbaijan authoritica have. been instructed to prevent by all Senet ‘tose 
attempt to cross the frontier. On the other hand, Persian Government expects 
British authorities to check energetically any measures which would encourage Persian 
Kurds or menace, tranquillity of Persia, so that Persian Government “may be able to 
maintain its position.” 


(Sent to Bagdad.) 





